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(2000) No. 19, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
re ay NE 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 1, 1908, 
LEASH of land at Mohammerali. CR 
Ploase refer to your despatch No, 18, Commercial, of 21st December, 1907. 
You should instruct His Majesty’s Consul to furnish a plan of land which has been 
loasod, Mo should also report whether Messrs, Wiinckhaus were given option to renew 
the Tease, and whether any’ further land is available on the river bank. 





Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. July 1908. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia, 


{11018} 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


P. Foreign Office, April 1, 1908. 
N Minister in London. With reference to your telegram No, 84 of the 


Slst ultimo. 
Where does not as yet appear to me to be any reason why wo should withdraw 


acceptange of Ehteshi 
Ts his departure 





{11197} 


ie 
take ction by. thy Gorman 
toa loan to the Persian Government and the establishment of 
rau, 
Lam, de, 
Ggned) A. GODLY. 


(11256) No.3. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 2.) 


India Office, April 1, 1908, 
IN reply to your letter, dated the 26th March last, as to the excha 

Mestied-Seistan and the Ki , Lam directed to say that 

i etary of State for Foreign Alfairs 

f Si. Petersburgh need not delay the 

the Russian and British Representatives to obtain the 

consent of the Persian Government to the exchange; and that the question of the 

transfer to Russia of the British rights over the Tehran-Khanikin line need uot be 

raised immediately 
As regards the question of the siguallers at the terminal stations of the two lines, 
Mr. Morley is of opinion that it will he best to attempt to obtain the conseut of the 
l 0} B 








2 


Russian Government to the retention of British signallers at Meshed and Tehran, 
‘even if that should inyolve the retention of a Rus sian signaller at Nasratabad. Neither 
Government presumably will claim to retain signallers at the intermediate stations 
Situated in tho zone of the other. Copy of a note by the Director-in-chief of the 
Tndo-uropean Telegraph Department on the subject is inclosed. 

“As regards the settlement of the financial details of the transfer of the to lines, and 
with reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I am to inclose copy of a minute by the 
Dikectorin-chict on Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 82 of the 26th March. _ There appears 
to be some uncertainty as to the exact facts of the liabilities of the Persian Government 
farespectof the Meshed-Seistan line, But, as indicated by Mr. Kirk, no real assistance 
in clearing up the doubtful points can be given either hore. or by the Government of 
Thuis, Mr Morley would suggest that this should be poitited out to Mr. Marling, 
and that he should be instructed to procure locally all the ‘available information and. 
aubmit it ina tabulated form. Until this is done it de not seem possible for any 
definite views to be formed on the details of the transfer in its financial aspect. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 




















a 





Tnclosure in No. 





Memoranda by Mr. Kirk. 





() 


THE Government of Tn their despatch No. 16, dated the 16th January 
Just, wrote that loth Great Britain and Russia would retain their own. signallers at 
‘Tolan and Meshiod as at prosent, but-with this arrangement it would be difficult to 
elain that Russian signallers should he removed from. the te ons of the 
Khaf. Scistan line, although Russia cannot justifiab im to retain any signallers at 
intermediate stations, ‘There would therefore be Ru jasratabad and 
Khaf to telegraph over the British section, and British signalle 
Pohran to telegraph over the Russian section. ‘The Gove 
dospatch that they want British signallers to work over the Meshod line even 
though it entails the Russians keeping signallers at Nasratabad and Khaf to work 
over that section, But if Sir A. Nicolson can obtain the removal of the Russian 
signallor at Nasratabad go much the better, British signallers would also work 
between Khaf and Meshed over the Russian section, seeing that they would be stationed 


at both th places, 
(Signed) «HA. KIRK. 














































March 27, 1908. 






























tacitly consented 
Meshed-Seistin Tinie, and in iuclosure No. 2 of that letter the staff 
cost of re shown, ‘The annual repairs are said to hat 
1,000! arly pay of the n ne staff to be 6571. 

Mr. Misling’s information is, that cost of telegraph and line establishment is 
2,102 rupees per mensem, which By telegraph it is 
presumed he means the repairs of the telegraph line, 

‘The information given by the Persian Director at Meshed that he pays the rent 
of offices and the wages of Persian signallers, and that the Russians pay all other 
charges seems likely to he right, but the correctness of these details can only be found 
‘out locally, and no assistance can well be espected from this side in the matter. ‘The 
payments ‘by the Governors of Seistan and Kain may have been made for the 
construction of the line, and not for its maintenance. If no such payments ever were 
made by these official wwe got about to the contrary. 

igned) H A. KIRK. 









nployed 


st from G00L. to 






























it is curious that reports should 





March 27, 1908. 


























(11212) No. 4, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received April 2.) 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, April 1, 1908. 
I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Maje easily 





xl correspondence, with reference to 
ograph Department of the control of 





Mr. Mallets letter of the 2nd ultimo, and its incl 
the proposed acquisition by the Indo-European Tl 
the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammerah, i 

Sn reply, Lam to say that, after carefully considering the eireumstances explained 
by Secretary Sir E. Grey, my Lords camot find any sufficient justifieation for 
expenditure’ from Imperial funds in connection with this project, and they reset 
oxPetfore, to be unable to sanction the proposal that tho Imperial Government should 


share in the cost, 

















Tam, & 
Gigned) ' G. H, MURRAY, 








(11026) No. 5. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


) P. Foreign Office, April 2, 1908, 
NTION to German School in Tehran. 















entatives of the two Powers 
i that they ought to haye consulted: the 
Russian and British Governments previously, before securing the subvention on the 
Stwins. Although the two Powers have no desire to prevent a subvontic 
‘en by the Persian Government to the German School if the means are available, 

juve a prior Hien on the customs, and if the revenue thereof is furthe od 
ent of the tivo Govermnents and of M. Bizot, the former will he obliged 
ures in order to prevent their interest from receiving, injuny, 





iuvfor the Persian Govert 




































(11197) No. 6. 
Sir Edward Grey to 


A, Nicolson, 





(No. 92.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, April 2, 1908. 
LOANS in Persia, 

With reference to your telegram No. 56 of the 23rd March. 

T request that you will inform M, Isvolsky that His Majesty's Government agroe 
to his proposal that joint action should be taken in order to forestall possible 
on the part of Germany. You should suggest to his Excellency. that. ins 
Should be sent by the British and Russian Governments to their Repr 
Paris to request the French Government to send instructions to their Le 
Tehiran to convey the necessary recommeudation to the Financial Adviser to the 
Government. 












































(10052) No.7. 


ae Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

lographic:) P. Foreign Office, April 2, 1908. 
AVILIL reference to my telegram No. £0 of the Stat Janunry. Me aS 
Capture of Dayir pirates, ‘ 




























When you hi 


Khan of Bunder Rig’s ser 
ve done so, His Majésty 





informed, so that he may let the Kha 








4 





Trequest that you will inform the Persian Government of our appreciation of the 

ices in connection with the above. 
Consul-General at Bushire should be 
n know of the action taken. 








{11319} 


Mohammeral 
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2, Residenvy Diary « 
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st whiel Uaji Rais 
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Low request to be supplied with all details obt 
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tin point in the comprehensive Confidential Report 
couaniereis| activity forwarded with my lette dated the 27th November, 190 





ee Sopluinber the toll 
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908. 


No. 8. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 3.) 


TTTAVIE the honour to reply to, ore 
1H05, on the subject of the 














Mujov Cov to 








28a) of 1907, 





try No 


i tiselt’ to 
wy with the SI 








(erm, 





1H shipments have been recorded :— 





Tnvlostire 1 in No, 8. 


fovernment of India, 


Bushire, February 9, 1908, 





Department letter, dated the ith January, 


mind for a corn wharf by M. Wonekhaus at 





(02 in the the 









formation of G 
Majesty’s Consul, Moham 
inable 











Government of Tudia’s 
nsuing week, 
fuit accompli, awd T did not allude to it 
ji of Mohaimmerah, regarding other 
1» usual present and, indeed, helpful 
wernment, copies of 
werah, in reply 


's interest in the Karun wheat trade was: 





1 German 
, to wi 
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© Also 180 bags for Lingal 
























Haji Rais 


Customs, 










gunin for Messrs, Y 


» ‘The difficulty at 








In the latter capacity he always has at his disposal a_quant 
Jie is ina position to utilize at any mo 


‘nckliaus. 


Mohammerah is the fi 
nv conneeted with him by marriage, 
nis) master, is also agent for the Geriian line and also banker to the Molammera : 









t that the Sh 
who exerei: 








ent, if opportunity arises, for th 


's astute factotum, 
great iniluence over 





y of ready cash which 


purchase of 
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Further, by employing him as a mediary it is believed that the German firm are 
able habitually to under-declare theit export consignments, the fact being that Haji 
frais ships the grain in bulk and declares it at whatever weight he pleases, ‘This 
gives Haji Rais’ patrons a considerable pull over other traders, and enables the former 
fo pay higher prices than the latter ean afford to do. : 

Tdo not sce what more we can do than fo stimulate Messrs, Lynch, or failing 
them other traders, to lay themselves out to reduce the German operations by lively 
competi 











‘tion, which Government may be able to assist by exerting influence in other ways 
on the Sheikh and Haji Rais. 

‘A report which [hope to submit to Government at an carly date regarding the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah’s affairs generally may possibly suggest an opening for action 
in that direction. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8 
Consul McDowall to Major Cox. 


(Confidential) Mohanmerah, January 2, 1908, 

YOURS of the 2ist. Having been avay with the ‘Lawrence putty surveying 
the Mared-Qubban Line, T cannot obtain particulars for this post about Wonekdiaas 
ease np to date; but give you herewith all I know. 

‘The lease was to be written in English, and witnessed by the German Consul at 
Bushire, All that remained was for this to be done; but so far I have not heard that 
‘ckhaus’ agent lias handed over the signed lease, ‘The rent is about 1,000 tomans 
r; but Ihave not the exact figure, Tease is for eight years, Land is to be 
40 metres along river and 100 metres deep; but a right of way 2 metres wide must be 
acknowledged along bank of river, At end of eight years if the Sardar Arfa requires 
the land for building he resumes possession ; if he wislies to release it for purposes such 
‘as Wonekhaus’, Wonckhaus have right to release it at highest rent offered by others, « 
If he resumes ‘possession, any buildings which Wénckhaus may make of mud, brick, or 
stone becomes the property of the landlord; but they have the right to take away 
iron, such as corrugatedsiron roofs, &e, ‘They have the right to build subject to above. 

Details were arranged by Haji Rais, but the Sardar refused to hear of a longer 
lease, 

1 think he is too far committed to withdraw from it now, 

Wonckhans has been purchasing barley and wheat, chiefly former, and, except at 
first, through Haji Rais, More than half was I think fromthe small ports and less 
than half from Karin; they still have some on hand but only a small quantity. 
Forty tons was shut out by the “Sicilin.” ‘Total value grain exported to Germany 
for nine months is 976,056 krans, or about 19,5001. 
































Inclosure 3 in No. 8. 





Consul McDouall to Major Cox, 


(Confidential.) Mohammerah, February 1, 1908. 

IN continuation of my domi-oficial of the 26th Januaty, I have now got full 
particulars and give following corrections and additions regarding the piece of land 
Teased to the German firm of Wonckbaus, obtained from Haji Rais, 

Ground is 50 metres on river and 70 deep, and not 40 X 100 as given, 

Rent, 10,000 krans per annum, 

Document accepting terms has been signed by firm and witnessed by German 








Consul at Bushire, 

Tease is to be given when grouud is ready, ‘The Sarfar Arfa is to surround ground 
with a mud wall, and build four sheds, one in each corner. ‘this is being Jone, and as 
soon as completed will be handed to firm with the formal lease embodying the torms 
agreed on already given in my last, 

Tigh one. 


‘The rent appears a very 





[1580] © 
















Inclosure 4 in No. 8, 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Confidential. Fort William, Janvary 4, 1908, 

WITH reference to my paragraph No. 2359 of the Persian Gulf diary for the week 
ending the 17th November, 1907, regarding the leasing of a part of the new corn wharf at 
Mobammerah to Messrs. Wonekhaus and Co, I am directed to request that you will 
Kindly ascertain through His Majesty’s Consul ut Mohammerah the extent of 
M. Wonekhaus’ interest in the Karun wheat trade, Tam also to ask whether during 
Jour recent visit to Mohammerah you were able to learn the circumstances of the 
grant of the com wharf to Messrs. Wonekhaus and Co, 












%, We shail he glad to receive from time to time any information you may obtain 
‘x to the operations of this firm, 
(11411) No. 9, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 
ie 60.) 
(Telegraphic,) P, St, Petersburgh, April 3, 1908. 


GERMAN school at ‘Tehran, 

Your telegram No, 83 of the 20th ultimo, 

T have received a Memorandum this morning from Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
tho effect that, the Assembly having opposed the grant of a subsidy, the President of 
the Chamber had announced that the Shab would pay the money from his privy purse, 
In ( mstances M. Isvolsky thinks that it would be superfluous for the {wo 
Gove #10 cnter a protest. On tho other hand, he considers that, if it should. be 
Aecidd herraftor to pledge the customs revenuos for the above purpose, the lien which 
Wo linld on those rovenies would clearly justify us in protesting against such a 
measnire, 

Hofite Tact on your telegram No. 91 of the 
could inforuy ine whether the intention of the 
puro is correctly reported, as it does not 
by Mr, Marling i his telogram No. 76 of th 
(11412) No. 10. 




























uit, I should be glad if y 
the subsidy out of his pr 
ith the information suppli 









Mr. Marling to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Reeeived April 3.) 
(No. 87.) 


(Volographie.) P, 
‘URCO-PBRSIAN Frontior Commission. 
Pleaso refer to telegram No, 25, dated the 28th ultimo, from Mr. Wratislay. 
Mf 


sue estan proposals do not seom practicable or reasonable to 
Mushir 


"he Commis: 
with th vd on the 
of tli , that the frontier 
not insisting that the ‘Turks should beg 
munieated to the Purkish Commissioner, 





Tehran, April 3, 1908, 


















y being instructed to draw up, 





fter consult: 
ilieated in my telogram No, 73 
nnd in thie debatable zone), aud 
n by withdrawing, this proposal to he ‘com. 














(11319) No. 11, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

No. 74.) 

(Telegraphic.) PB. 
MOWAMMERATI. 
T have now received from the Inc 

more land is available on river bank) 


Foreign Office, April 8, 1908. 


dia Office tho information (except as to whether 
asked for in my telegram No, 70, 











{11619} No; 12. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 4.) 





(Telegraphic) P. , 

BRSIAN Minister-designate to London, ne : 
| reference to your telegram No. 69 of the Ist April, Ehtesliam-es-Sultanchi, 
rst to Berlin ostensibly to present his letters of reeall, leaves Vehran in 


Tehran, April 4, 1908, 















ayy tae tony otis Sultans antUSnon ror Richthofon wore to leave the 
sume day seemed to lend probability to news which M. de Mavtwig tnd received from 
the Russian Government, to the effect that the ex-President of the Assombly was 
going to Berlin in connection with financial matters, although Count Quadt 
categorically denied that he had inany way suggested or countenanced such a plan, 
when M. dé Hartwig asked him for explanations this morning; 

Please consider second paragraph as confidential, 








(10734) No. 13. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 4, 1908, 
“WITH reference to your letter of the 19th February, relative to the steps to be 
taken to give effect to the arrangement with the Russian Government for the exchange 
‘i ad telegraph lines, Lam direeted by Secretary 
‘with, 10. be laid Hefore Mr, Secretary Morley, 
esty’s Ambassador at St, Petorsburgh® reporting 
he bas taken in fulfihnent of tho instructions conveyed to hin | 
5 of the 1Sth ultimo, copy of which was forwarded to you in the 



























hie handed 
Vion of thy 


ndliin whie 


Mr, Mosley: sill oliser 
Ir. Mosley. will oliser ited all 


to the Russian Minister for Fore 
information in the possession of Ti 
in which Russian control is ex 
ishursements made on t strat 
1, Ciroy is disposed to approvi action in this respect, not 
ven hy his Bseelleney in his despateli, but 90 the iit 
arnished by the Government of India is, on some poiit 
pplied hy His Majesty's Chars d’AMfaires at Vehran, so that 
re Not yet Ce Knows to His Jovernment 
ir B, Grey would also approve Sir-A. Nicolson’s proposal not tor 
of the retention of a Russian, signaller at Nasratabad after: the: exehan 








































hus taken effect, though it appears to him to be nnlikely that te Russian 
Goyerninent will consent to forgo this right, in view of the desire of His Majest 
verument to retain British signal wolinan and at Meshed, This latte 
specifically mentioned in the Memorandum, bnt that Mis 





vent atich inyportance to it appears with suflieient clearness from the list 
of the penultimate paragraph of that paps ea 

Grey would be glad to Tearn whether Mr, Morley sees any objection to thi 
proposed approval of Jsou's action, and of the terms of his Uxcellency’s 


Memorandum. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "B.A, CAMPBELL. 




















* Seo Part NIIL, No, 417, 








{11784} No, 14. 


Consul Stevens to Sir Edward G 





(Received stpril 6.) 





Batoum, Mare 
TNAVE the Honour to inform yor that, alt the rumours of w 
so widely cis Vin the Cateasus som &, 
like panic in military-and other eircl , ha 
yet iuess on the parts oF tiv 
1 frontiers aid i 

With a view, therefore, to a sup 
airvless should a hostile movement he sudden 
political events in the tioned contries 
hovitios of th 
shes OF prec 

‘Ag alreuly reported, troops have be 
south-western configs of the Caucasus, 
iHisphyond in fu ani the 
il otllor nice 
which puny 

Tt my bo that the 
Au leptonic 





6, 1908, 
r witht Turkey 









































the turn wh 
o, the military 
arrying, ot 











moved to 
uid further 











(0 the steamship 
Company, disch 
AU this pork, 





Helonging to the Russ 
10 of close upon 900 tons of a 
moment transport 
lays past Leen landing field pic 
sof war for Kars, 













Ansitert 
,” whieh sailed 
mamumnition, 









din that town, 
to be prepared to suspr 
1) Baku-Petrovsk—Besl 
are to be i 
assenger tra 
ike stores and material are to be shortly 
the foreshadowed reinforcement of the army 


sport of fresh troops from Russia is about to be undertaken 
ment 












ladikavk 
ob all goods trains 
night, during which time the Ii 
nid tio or 

It is probable, therefore, that further 
Drought to the Caucasus by’ rail, on t 
Of the Caneasus by: the tr 
by the Russian ( 
















running mili 











Thave, &c. 
(Signed) P, STEV 








(11866) No. 15, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 6.) 


THE Under-Seevetary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mx. Secretary Morley, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 

the Viceroy, dated the Ist instant, relative to the exchange of British and Russian 
‘aphi lines in Persia, 


India Office, Aprit 





1908, 








Inclosure in No. 15. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


(Telezraphie.) P. India Office, April 1, 1908, 

PERSIA. Exchange of telegraph lines. 

Your telegram dated the 20th ultimo. 

Pending arrangements with the Indo-European Telegraph Department, it would 
be convenient if initial transfer of Khat-Nasratabad line were accepted and work 
re on by Indian Telegraph Department through its signallers on the spot, 
though there is no objection to responsible control being ultimately vested in Indo- 
Buropean Department, as indicated in paragraph 4 of letter to Foreign Office dated 
the 19th February. 

‘This telegram should be repeated to ‘Tehran Legation, 



























No. 16, 


(11871) 





Mr. Marling to Sir Bdiward Grey—(Received April 6.) 





P, Tehran, April 6, 1908, 
R-DESIGNATE to London. 














ALS rs shir-ed-Dowloh told me that he believed Phtesham-es- 
Sultaneh would or possibly to-morrow, but that he did not know. 
Asam: jitesham-cs-Sultanch had left Tehran at. 






‘The above with reference to my telegram of 31st March on this subject (No. 84), 





{11958} No. 17. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Eilward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 





raphic.) P. Telran, April 7, 1908, 
NKING find of loan and financial situation, 

The promised answer of the Finance Minister, referred to in my telogran No, 86 
of the #1st ultimo, lias not been received and nothing has been paid. 














10052) No. 18, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1908. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the recoipt of your 
the 21st ultimo, relative to the services of the Khan of Bunder Rig in connee- 
tion with the capture of the Dayir piri and to transmit to you herewith copy of ta 
telogram which he has addressed to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at 'Tehran,? 
i ing him to express to the Persian Government the satisfaction felt by His 
Majesty’s Government at the action taken by the Khan. 

i concurs in the proposal of Mr, Secretary Morley to approve the 
suggestion of the Government of India that the Khan should Ye informed directly by 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire of the intimation made to the Persian Govern- 
he presumes that the necessary instructions on this point will be conveyed 
to Major Cox by the Government of India. 

Tam, &o. 


Gigned) ' LOUIS MALLET, 


































[1ssol pn D 
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{11256 No. 19, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 





Foreign Office, April 7, 1908, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledse the receipt of your 
letter of the Ist instant, relative to the with the Russian Government of the 
‘ ith the Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph line. 

With regard to the proposed retention of British signallers at Tehran and Meshed 
on the former line, in return for which the Russian Government would probably. 
demand the retention of a Russian signaller at Nasratabad on the latter, [am to offer 














for {lie consideration of Mr. Secretary Morley the following observations, which are 


the vesult of a further examination to which that quest 
De 





1 has been submitted in this 
nent. 













of India attach great importance to 
allers at Tehran and Meshed because, in thelr absence, 
messages might be unduly delayed and inaccurately transmitted, and 
opportunity might be given to the Russian Telegraph Administration to tamper with 
1 cyphers, 
‘Taking first the latter point, Fam to observe that a similar 
exists on all the lines under Russian control over whose w 
now pass. ‘The addition to their number of the ohiran=Meshed 
not sensibly increase the danger referred to, from which, moreo 
an to hiave resulted, 














ty already, 
messages 





















appe: 
the disadvantages to Britis i in his 
retention of aR atabad, and the objection will d 
altogether if, as is believed to be not unlikely, the Russian Government 
intrust the management of the eh to the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Company ntroduce business-like and eflicient methods of management 
‘he retention of a Russian signaller at Nasratabad appears, on the otlier hand, 
to be open to Ohjgetion not only on the general ground that the presence of 
such an official in the British sphere of influence is in any ease undesirable, but also 
unl more pa View of the proposed oxtension of the Mesho 
to Koh y the Persian telograph 
Tidinn tine runn ki and Robat, 
On the realization of this project the exclusion of all possibility of for 
tonto renee with telegraphic communication would become of paramount import 
to British and Indian inte 
io 
to instinct Si 
Ministor tor 
and Mesh, 















































istan line 
ystem would be linked up with 








ign 
0 












rey woul propose, st 
to withdraw the sugeestion made 
nton 





's coneurrence, 
n to the Russi 
Hers at Tehran 











cond note hy the Director- 
tment which refers to it, Iam to call 
attention to my lotto ing copy of a despatch from Sir A. 
Nicolson, which contains the suggesti Ulis Majesty's Govermnent should not 
inake my communication to the Russian Government wlative to the conditions of 

Meshed-Seistan line, but should await the 


augraph of your Totter, and the 
Volograph Dop 





inch 















the control exercised by the latter over the 





receipt from them of the necessary particulars. 
Sir B, Grey will await Mx, Morley’s views on this si 
further 


in the matter, aud hopes that he 1 











estion hefore proceeding 

be favoured with them without delay 
Tam, &, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLED. 








(12164) No. 20, 


Z Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 
Re 66) 
Welewraphie.) P, St. Petersburyh, April 8, 1908. 


MR. MARLING'S telegram No. 91 of the 7th instant, Proposed exchange of 
telegraph lines in Persia, * 



















































































































Thave inquired whether M. Tsvols inthe suggestion thatthe two Repre- 
sentatives af Tehran should be left to determine the mode of approaching the Persian 
Government to obtain their consent to the principle of exchange, and at the same time 
have mentioned the wish of the Persian Government to erect a second line to Shahrud, 
aliing that, in view of negotiations, the Director was staying his hand. I further told 
M. Isvolsky that I trasted that, while the two Represintatives in Tehran were engaged in 
getting the Persian Government's consent to the exchange of lines, we should be able, 
on the basis of the proposals set forth in my Memorandum of the 23rd ultimo, toarrange 
fir'St. Petersburgh the details of the exchange, so that, as soon as tho consent of the 
Porsian Government has been obtained, the transfer can take place without any delay, 
T think it would be advisable that, until Minister for Foreign Affairs has replied to 
my Memorandum and given his views, no action should be taken with reference to the 
details of the exchange of the two telegraph lines. 




















































(12168) 0. 21. 
A. Nicolson to'Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 
No, 68. 
(tei hia) 1g St. Petersburgh, April 8, 1908, 






SUBSIDY for German school : 4 
My telegram No. 60 of the 3rd instant and your telegram No, 96 of to-lay’s date, 

Iv would appear from Mr. Marling’s despatch No, 53 that subsidy is, in fact, sceured 
the revenue of the custom ion in the matter, I am waiting 















o Bofore taking any act 
till you receive his despatch, which leaves by bag to-morrow. 





(Repeated to Tehran.) 





12140) No. 22; 
Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 








eo) P, g 
‘OLLOWING telegram No, 25 to 


nnstantinople, April 8, 1908, 
1No, 26 to Tehran, diated the 7th instant, 







Tlie instructions promised to ie Pers 
ations have not arrived. 
“It is not cl whoth 


n Commissioner regarding the Disis oF 








to the Turkish 





which he is to 10 





Ihe props 











Commissioner is to he such as to render it possible for tle Commissioners to efleat a 
eislement on the spot, or whethior he is merely to state what is the frontier ine elaine 
I his Gi sto afford a basis forsubsequent neotintionsat Constantin 






tlie ti 1 whieh 1 recoived from Six Ny O'Conor here on the 27th 








itamount to 





lnimninng tlhe xéitdua qua. 
Porsians would havo 1 make considerable co 
y of the views of Tis Majesty's Government, 1 sh 
ian Commissioner” 















Know what 





ulview to give the 


















(12141) No. 2 









Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey, (Received April 8.) 

(No. 9.) 

o) P. Constantinople, April 8, 1905. 
regard to Turco-Persian frontier question and Mr, Wratishaw’s telegrau 





The Porte has been considering the question of sending further instructions to 
‘Tahir Pasha, and Tam informed by the Grand Vizier that tie draft was subiitted 
to the Palace yesterday. 











Se Se 
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11958) No. 24. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 









is Foreign Office, April 8, 1908. 
BSIDY to German schoc 
Wit veference 10 Sir \, Nicolson’s telegram No, 60 (which was repeated to yon) 
aad to your wlegram No, 86 
You should answer question contained in the former te wild it, in yi 





























pinion, be alvisable that a joint warning should he addressed tc jan Govern- 
nent, even if the fuct Ih that the Customs do not now form the security for the 
subsidy: (seo my telegran 2 
8975) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

No. 524) 
Sit, Forei 

I HAVE received) your despatch No. 42, Confident ( 
nwaridinye copies af correspondenee relative to the possibility of opening up regular 
vommunications honween Mubanueral and Kermanshah by way of Ahwaz, Dizful, and 
Pusht-ieKuliy sind Tobserve that His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah proposes to under= 
take a Journey over the suggested route in order to obtain first-hand information as to 


itt powsibilitios, 
T concur in the opinion expressed by you that, until the results of thi 
jon are known it would, be premature to express any views as to the me 
schome. 





investi« 
of the: 








V should also hesitate to make any detinite pronont 

1g placed int poss 

av of Indi 

already submitted the project. 
Vshould wish you, in the meanwhile, to cause tobe conv 

an expression of my appreciation of the 2 

compilation of his Report, 


ment on the subject befo 
sssion of any observations which may he off 
se consideration His Majesty's Consul-Gones 








n= 
1 at Bushire has 














wyed to Captain Haworth 
and ability which he has displayed in the 








Tam, &, 
(Signed) B. GREY, 








(10475) No, 26. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Si 





; Foreign Office, April 8, 1008. 
TAM directod by Seorotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the recoipt of 

letter of the 26th ultimo, forwarding copies of correspondence relative to the possibilit 

ofopening up cduimutieations between, Mobuntmarahi and Rermanahh by: way 

wf Awaz, Distah und Pushts:Kuh, with « view to encourage the development of 
British tr 





ur 















form you that Sir . ch from His Majest 
VAfiairesat Tehran, forwarding, for pies of the same paper 

nit to you lierewith, to be laid before Mr, Secretary Morley, copies of 
that communication and of the reply which he has returned to it,° setting’ forth the 
reasons for whicl he thinks it advisable to refrain for the present from the expression 
of any definite opinion on the scheme proposed by His Majesty's Consul at 
Kermanshah, 

















Lam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MATTET. 





+ Soo Part NITE, No.5} and ante, No. 25. 
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No. 27. 


(12170) 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 





m1 
eerie) P Tehran, April 9, 1908, 

EXCHANGE of telegraph lines and maintenance of signallers, 

Latter question might he settled later Our signallers might he retained at 
‘Tehran and Meshed, and Russian signallers at Khaf, and elsewhere only whore there 
isa Russian Consul, 

In view of the contemplated exchange, the Director of the Indo-Buropean 
‘Velezraph Department has received instructions not to act without special authoriza- 
tion from London in the matter of the erection of the seeond wire between Tehran 
and Shahrad, for which the Persian Government are pressing, 

MM. dle Hartwig thinks the opportunity favourable for effecting exchange, as we 
could tlien carry out repairs on the Khaf-Seistan section of the line, ‘The oppor- 
tunity might be taken, but Mr, Barker requires first to be authorized to take over the 

st ion, together with all oxisting Russian obligati 



























(12258) No. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 9.) 











No, 2.) 

{ilrephie) B) Tehran, Apri 
DKMAUS Wharf at Mohammerah, 

Douall telegraphs that’ G00 yards at least are available along the bank, 

refer to Foreign Office telegtain No. 74, dated 8rd. Apr 


1908. 




















[12388] No. 29. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 








. India Office, April 9, 1908, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 4th April and of 
the 7th April as to the arrangement with the Russian Government for the exchange of 
the Tehran-Meshed and Khat-Nasratabad telegraph lines, 

In reply to the former letter, I am directed to say that Mr, Secretary Morley 
concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs t approve the 
action of His Majesty’s Ambassadorat St, Petersburgh, reported in his despatch No, 163, 
dated the 23rd March last, and the terms of the Memorandum com iunieated by him to 
the Russian Government. 

Copy of a Memorandum on the subject by the Director-in-chief of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department is inclosed herewith, 

With regard to the question discussed in your letter of the 7th April as to the 
retention of a Russian signaller at Nasratabad and of British signallers at Meshed and 
‘Tehran after the exchange of the lines has taken effect, Lam to say that Mr, Morley 
recognizes that a request by the Russian Government for the retention of a Russian 
signaller at Nasratabad must be agreed {0 if British signallers are tobe re 
Meshed and Tehran. He also recognizes that the presence of British signallers in the 
Russian “zone” and of Russian signallers in the British “zone” may have effects 
tending (o frustrate the object aimed at by the negotiations for the exchange of the 
two lines, especially if hereafter the Khaf-Nasratabad line is extended to link up with 
the Central Persian line at Koh-i-Malik Siah or elsewhere, 

As regards the disadvantages to be anticipated if British messages over the 
‘Tehran-Meshed line are handled exclusively by Russian signallers, Mr, Morley agrees 
that, in view of the similar opportunities already existing on other lines under Russian 
control, the risk in respect of the secrecy of British cyphers may be 
presumes that, even if the Tehran-Meshed line is not intrusted to the Indo-Huropean 
Telegraph Company, the Russian Government will not be in a position to evade the 
obligation to provide a satisfactory service, if the British Governinent have solid 

(1580) E 





























ned at 









































It 


ground for complaint of delay or other improper treatment in connection with their 
messases 





1am to inclose copy of a telegram that has been addressed to the Viceroy asking 
for the views of the Government of India on the points raised in your letter. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 20. 
Memorandum by Mr, Kirk respecting Foreign Office Letter dated April 4, 1908, 


‘THE Russian Government have now been placed in possession of the views of the 
British Government with rezard to the arranzements to be carried out on the Tehran 
Meshed telegraph line after its transfer, ‘They have been informed of the proposed 
otention of the British signallers at ‘Tehran and Meshed, With regard to this proposal 
they may reply that, fron the agreement for the transfer of the lines, it was not under= 
stood by them that British signallers would be retained at Tehran and Meshed, and 
that they had not contemplated that the Russian signaller at Nasratabad should remain 
there, If this should he the reply given I think it would be necessary to put the ease 
before the Government of India with the inquiry whether they would be prepared to 
agree to the removal of the British signallers at ‘Tehran and Meshed in return for the 
withdrawal of the Russian signaller from Nasratubad, On the other land, the Russian 
Government may necept the yiew that British signallers should work at Tehran and 
Meshed, and the Russian signaller remain at Nasratabad, Tn this ease, if experience 
showed that the presence of the Russian signaller at Nasratabad was detrimental 
to British interests, the question could be raised later about his withdrayal, in return 
for the removal of our men from the ‘Tebran and Meshed offices. 

Sir’ A. Nicolson will presumably in a few days be made acquainted with the views 
of the Russian Government on the Memorandum he has placed before them, [do not 
think we should moye further in the matter until it is known what the Russian 
views are, 



















‘ 





























th reference to the last parnyraph of the Foreign Office letter, I think tie 
Sceretary of State can certainly agree to the approval proposed. 
(Signed) ML. A. KIRK, 


April 7, 1908, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 20, 


Mr, Morley to Government of India. 





(Secret) 
(Pelegniphie,) India Office, April 9, 1908. 
YOUR Secret letter of the 16th January last. Exchange of Persian telogray 






es, Proposed retention of Uritish signallers at Meshed and ‘Tehran, It 
probable that Russian Government. will object altogether to presence of Britis 
signallers in th and they will cortainly make retention of Russian sigualler 
Nastatabad condition of agreeing to retention of British signallers at Meshed 
Vehran, Tt seems best in. these cirenmstances not to 
Signallers at Meslied and ‘Teliran. 



























signallors in Russian zone and rice rersd y istrate objects of policy aimed at 
by oxehiany event of Khaf-Nasratabad line being linked up 
hereafter with Central Persian lines Presence of Russian signaller in our zone seems 





greater evil thay possible delays, Se,, consequent upon withdrawal of our siguallers 
from Meshed and Tehran, 
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112393) Novas 
‘Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office-—(Received April 10.) 


'S, Oxford Street, Manchester, April 9, 1908, 
all be glad to hear if wo may allow Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co,, of 
6, Lloyd's Avenue, B.C., inspection at the office of our Solicitors, Messrs. 1), I, Turner 
and Son, Leadenhall Street, E.C., of the letter dated the 18th January, addressed to us 
by the Foreign Office. F 
¥ We remain, &c. 
(Signed) DLLINGER ayn CO, 





(12407) No. 81, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received April 10.) 


St, Petersburgh, April 10, 1908. 
. raph lines, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent instructions to Russian Minister at ‘Tehran 
to approach Persian Government in regard to above question, and he concurs with 
suggestion that the two Representatives should arrange between them the best mode 
of procedure to adopt. 

As to details of transfer he will shortly communicate with me. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





No. 82. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 


Tehran, April 10, L908, 

TERCO-PERSTAN Frontier Commission and basis of negotiation: 

With reference to Mr, Wratislaw’s tolegram No, 21 of the 29th 
assured) by Mushir-ed-Dowlch that, with the object of bringing on discussion 

‘gram sent to Mr. Wratislaw on the 27th November, 1907 (No. 
Yonor, the Persian Commissioner was instructed some days ago to unge upon 
that the basis of 1 ion should be 
the recognition of the neutral zone and tho Treaty: of Erzeroum, 

‘ho Persian Commissioner appears to be inclined to take action first and inform 
ho Consuls after, and generally: to, act independently of their advice, Mushirod 
Dowlets has, however, promised that iustructions will be sent to him that the Consuls 
aur ty bo constantly consulted, 

Iustructions corresponding to those mentioned in the first paragraph of this 
tolegraut have been sent to Constantinople to tho Persian Anibassidor, 





(12395) 


ah Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved April 10.) 
(No. M1) 
Tdexraphie,) P, Tehran, April 10, 1908. 

SECURITY for subyention to the German School, 

T sunt details respecting this question ander ying seal to. St, Potersburs) 
Aespatcli of the 15th Mareh hy last messenger 

Both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the President of the Assembly 
intentionally Jed the Assembly to believe that the Shah would pay the subveution 


from his privy purse, though, so Lam informed, neither of them explicitly said so in 
so many 


y 
Would it not he well for me in these circumstances to inform. the Persian Ciovern 


ment in writing that His Majesty's Government cannot admit any disen 
conditions attached to their cousent to the suspension of the sinking fund, in. view of 
the fact that no reply has been made to our note and no money rece! (Seo my 

















WW 


Tt must at the same time be remembered that, if Mr. Morley agrees to the proposal 
put forward in my letter of the 7th instant, that neither Powers should retain signallers 
on the line controlled by the other, it will become necessary to inform the Russian 
Government that the views set forth in that Memorandum have been, to that extent, 
modified. 

Tam accordingly to state that Sir E. Grey hopes to learn Mr. Morley’s opinion on 
this proposal with as little delay as possible. 

The last two sentences of Mr. Marling’s telegram were, of course, written in 
ignorance of the suggestion above referred to. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





(12485) 





India Office to Foreign Office. 





(Received April 11.) 






scretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 

fe for Bor ffairs, and, by direction of Mx, Secretary Morley, 

‘onwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, printed copies of the 

am {o the Viceroy, dated the 9th instant, on the subject of the exchange o 
raph lines. 


India Office, April 10, 1908. 












Tnclosure in No. 35. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 





‘Pelegraphic.) P. India Office, April 9, 1908. 

PHURSIA. Exchange of telegraph lines, and proposal that British signallers at 
Meshed and Tehran should be retained. 

See your Seeret letter of the 16th January last. 

Presence of British signallers in Russian gone seems likely to be objected to 
altogether by Government, who will c ly only agree to retention of 
British signallers at Tehran and Meshed on condition of Russian signaller being 
rined ab Nasratabad. In these circumstances it seems best that retention of British. 
1s at Tehran and Meshed should not be pressed for, I should be glad to learn 

It would tend to frustrate objects of policy aimed at by exchange of lines 

nallers were stationed in Russian zone, and vice versd, especially if Central 
Pers line is hereafter linked up with Khaf-Nasratabad line, Possible delays, &c., 
consequent on our signallers being withdrawn from Tehran and Meshed, see lesser 
eyil than presence of Russian signallers in our zone. 









































(12553) No. 36, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 





1 Tehran, April 11, 1908. 
SUBSIDY to German school. 


Please refer to telegram No. 68 from Sir A. Nicolson. 

‘Nhe payment depends on the pressure which can be brought to bear by the German 
Legation. No payment has yet been made. It may be pretty certainly concluded 
that nothing will be paid by the Shah, On the other hand, it is very doubtful 
Whether the Minister of Finance will venture to pay, in view of the fact that the 
President of the Assembly and the Minister for Foreign Affairs made a false 

sion of the transaction on the Medjliss by their declarations. 











[1580] F 
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[12388] No. 37. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 99.) 
(Telographic.)_P. 

EXCHANGE of Persian telegraph lines. 
despatch No, 153 of the 23rd ultimo. 

‘The question of the retention of signallers has been reconsidered, and the con 
clusion arrived at that any advantages which we might gain from the presence of an 
Hnglishman at Meshed and Tehran would he more than counterbalanced by the draw- 
dacks of having a Russian at Nasratabad, It would, therefore, be preferable in our 
opinion to dispense with them entirely. ‘The India Office agree with us, but you had 


better take no action till we receive the views of the Government of India, who are 
1K consulter 


Foreign Office, April 11, 1908. 
With reference to your Excellen 























[12407) 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 78,) 
(Pelegeaphie,) P, Foreign Office, April 11, 1908. 
WIDH roferonce to telegram No. 69 of the 10th April from St. Petersburgh, on the 
aubject of the exchango of Porsian tolograph line 
Yon may decide what action is to he taken in consultation with your Russian 
colleague. 











(12564) No. 3 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Kdinard Greve 





(Received April 12.) 
No. 70.) 

(Meloriphie) P. 

‘HANG of telegraphs. 
ils of transfor, 

As Minister for Voroign Affairs will not, L expect, reply to my 
subject for soine days, thoro will bo still time befor 

eviews of Indian Government (see Fo ram No, 99 of the 
int), T presume, however, that Persian Govermnent ean now be approached 
y M. de Hartwig and Mr. Marling with a view to the formor giving its consent to 
Priuciple ot oschinges moreover, especially as M, do Martti. has been instructed Dy 
his Governmont to fake steps in the matter in concert with his British colleague, it 


would, Tsubmit, he advisable that no delay should bo allowed to intervene in that 
portion of the whule thunsietion, 


(Sent to Tohran.) 


St. Petersburgh, Apri! 12, 1903, 














































(12621) No. 10, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 
(No. 47.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 6, 1908. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 15 of the Hth J nthorizing His 





Majesty's Consul at Kermaushah to proceed to Kasri-Shivin 
cotild for the protection of the property: of the D’Arey Oil § 
with the disquieting reports prevalent on that part of the ‘Tare 
have the honour to transmit heren 
reporting on his visit to the oil wor 





nd there to-do what hie 
licate, in connection 
o-Persiau frontier, T 
h copy of a despatch from Captain Haworth 
5 and on the present state of affaira there, 
Thaye, &e. 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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Tnclosure in No, 40. 


Consul Haworth to Mr. Marling. 
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Kasr-i-Shirin, February 20, 1908. 
ry who arrived at Khanikin 
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(12622) No. 41, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 


Sin, ‘Tehran, March 6, 190: 

HAVIN statement in the Paris “ New York Herald” of the 
that Torr Stemrich, the late Gorman Minister, hind succeeded in obtaining a cone: 
for a railway from Tehran to Kermnanshah, U asked the Minister for Foreign Aff 
whether there truth in the report. Mnshired-Dowleh informed me that there 
is no foundation whatever for the statement 

















Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








(12623) 









r, Marling lo Sir Bdward Grey—(Received April 13.) 


Tehran, March 7, 1908, 
ith copy of a despatch, transmitted through 
rom His Majesty's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz in 
rogard to the posting of the extra Indian guards supplied for the protection of the 
Oil Syndicate’s works. 

Thiave as yet received no report on the result of Mr, Cunninglam Craig's investiga- 
tions into the on the Mamatain side, but the fact that Captain Lorimer was able 
to post the whole of the reinforcing detachment at the Maidan-ieMunaftun camp rather 
points to the intended abandonment of the former, 

It is evident, from the inclosed despatch, that the proof afforded by His Majesty's 
Government. of their determination to protect British subjects and enterprise has 
produced most salutary local effect, an effect which, as I kad the honour to report in 
iny, telegram No, 59 of the 27th ultimo, Captain Loriwer considers liable to be 
prejudiced by any premature withdrawal of the reinforeements to his escort, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





























Inclosure in No. 42, 





Captain Lorimer to Major Coz. 





(No, 21.) 
Sin, Maidansi-Munaftun, January 22, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived liere on the 20th instant, 












accompanied by Lieutenants Ranking and Wilson, and that I liave posted these officers 
with th ‘of twenty men at the scene of work here. 






irst ease L moved out with the whole guard from Masiti to Mamatain, 
intending to leave onw officer with a detachment at that place, but on arriving there I 
found that york had heen completely stopped, at least forthe meantime, and that it was 
only intended to retai As, with the cessation of the employment 
of labour and the purchase of fuck, the likelihood of friction arising is reduced to a 
minimum, 1 did not consider myseli justified in going counter to the decided opinions 
which had been expressed of the inadyisability of splitting up the force available into 
small detachments, 
3, Licutenant Wilson has done « large amount of most valuable survey work sinee 
4 Masiri, 'o extend the scope of his work, I made a detour vii Bagh Malik in 
1 on here from Mamatain, 
e presence of the two olficers at one place will make it possible for one officer to 
devote part of his time to this class of work, the importance of which, in view of the 
nely defective state of the existing maps, including the most recently published 
cilitions, can searcely be exaggerated, 
4, ‘Whroughout the journey, aud on yarious expeditions made during our halt at 
Mamatain, nota trace of hostility in the attitude of the inhabitants of the country, either 
towards the Syndicate or ourselves, has been met with, 
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‘These people are chiefly Chahatlang, who remain throughout the year in the 
district, and I have found them quite friendly, in contradistinction to the largely nomadic 
Haftlang, who have searcely any intercourse with Europeans, and who are the’ Bakhtinris 
I principally see when on my hot-weather tours, ‘These latter, especially those 
encountered’ in the habitations on the road, often leave much to be desired’ in their 
behaviour, 

‘This is further proof, were such necessary, of the basclessness of the statements of 
the Khans that the Oil Syndicate do not treat the people of the country properly. 

5, Our anxieties in the past have been due to individual evilly disposed Bakhtiaris 
whom, until recently, the Khans have done nothing to restrain, and not to any general 
sctise of hostility, which, however, would easily be excited by scheming persons, ag the 
veneral character of the people is a compound of insatiable avariciousness and truculence 
modified by cowardice. 

Sinee the suspension of November instalment and the arrival in the country of the 
Indian guard a quite phenomenal state of tranquillity has supervened, whic) | hope will 

here and the policy of boldly 


[yesterday received a letter from the Shaliab-es-Sultaneh and Salar Arfa, who 
are on their way to Ab-ieBid, informing me of their intention of paying w visit to Maidan- 
i-Munaftun t rrOW, 

Their visit will doubtless materially develop the situation, and it would be waste of 
Liye at the present moment to expatiate on various subjects whieh will come up for 
personal discussion with the Khans durin the next day or 


[12624] No, 4 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 13 


|. Very Confidential.) 
‘ Tehran, March 9, 1908. 

M. ARTER, the representative of Messrs. Ziegler in Tehran, and himself a 
jerman, called on me ou the Sth instant, and said that Herr Mygind, the corresponttent 
of the Berliner Tagoblatt,” had just informed him that the Director of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia had resigned ; lie added, ax though the on was obvious, that 
te sane authority had stated that the German Bauk would! be opened in the autumn 
or winter, 

T am informed that Mr, Rabino's resignation will take effect in six months from. 
tle date of tendering it, a period which coi uriously with the time at which the 
erman Bank is to open its doors. 

rom srliat have ems that the first persou to whom 


Mr. Rabino: communic s intention fo resign was Mr, Pricin, whose. intimate 


relations with the Ge ion make it practically cortain that tho information. 
whed Baron von Ri ithout delay. 

Mr, Rabino himself informs me that there have heen no pourparlers between 

hiniself and the ( n the question of his undertaking the management of the 

man Minister assured me that, so far as he knew, the ouly 

Veome from Mr. Rabino himself, and not from the German 


Bank 


Dentsel bi On 


nianty 
the other rrespondlent some 


two months ago, Herr Gutmann stated that the present moment was not a favourable 
‘one for inaugitrating German enterprise in Persia, and indicated that the opening of the 
ik was for the present postponed. 


CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[1580) 
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(12625) No, 44, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 51.) 
Sir, Tehran, Morch 9, 1908. 

T TAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Consil!-General at Bushire in which he submits that it would he of advantaze that the 
rank of Consul should be accorded to M. Chaloin the French Consular Representative 
‘at Bushire, 

‘Mhe French Minister, to whom I haye communicated the substance of the despatch, 
is quite in accord with Major Cox’ views, and will write to his Government to 
recomend them for favourable consideration, He points out that his representations 
would carry much more weight if supported by His ) Fimbassy in. Paris, and 
| thorelore venture to suggest that sine unofficial uetion might be taken with that 
object 


M. MARLING, 


Tnclosure in No. 44. 
Major Cox to Mr. Marling. 


Sir, Bushive, Rebruary 11, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to lay the following before you, 

‘The inermbent of the French Vice-Consulate, M.’Chaloin, has, except for absen 
on leave, hield his present post for about five years, and 1 gather filences which 
he has given me in private conversation, that le fecls a good deal his juniority an rank 
to the Representatives of other Powers within his sphere, 

his is not unnatural, as neither Great Britain, Russia, nor Germany are represented 
by Vise-Consuls in these waters, ‘Thus at Bushive the Russian Representative 
ordinarily 2 Consul-General; Dr, Listemann, Gorman Representative, though quite 
young man and junior in his service grade, holds Jacal rauk as Consul, as also does iny 
first assistant, . 

All the prosent incumbents of these posts are considerably younger men than 
M. Chaloin, who is of middle age. 

OF course, France has no great interests here, and M, Chaloin lias, presumably, 
Vittle work, but in the event of international questions arising in connection with 
quarantine or other subjects the raising of the French appointment at Bushire to 
Consular rank would tend to throw greater weight into the scale on our side visenenis 
Germany, which might prove advantageous, and if any friendly mention of the subject 
by yoursell ov Mis Majesty's Government sere considered feasible and bore fruit 
the exercise of their good ollices would no doubt nee the existing cordiality 
between the British and Brench Consulates and place the incinnlent under some 
obligation to us, 

‘On these two grounds I have ventured to put you in possession of the 
circumstances, 

Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Major, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and His 
Britinnic Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, Se. 





(12626) No. 4 


Mir, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 


Confidential.) 


March, I had a 
rrhere on the 8rd instant on the subject of 
German Legation, Count Quait began bys 
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thought that a great deal too much had been made of the supposed attempt of Baron 
yon Richthofen to bring about the substitution of Germans for Belgians in the Customs 
service; and, {0 prove that the Belaian Government did not view Baron Richthofen's 
statements to the Belgian Chargé @’Affaires in the same light as the Russian Minister 
and myself, he showed me a telegram from Berlin stating that the Belgian Government 
were grateful to the German Government for a timely and friendly warning, He could, 
however, assure me that, should the Persian Government make any request at Berlin 
for the nomination of Customs officials to supersede the Belgians, they would meet with 
flat refusal, He (the Minister) thought that during the past three months there had 
Jeen a great deal of misconception as (o Baron von Richthofen’s attitude, and this was 
fact that there were so few opportunities of informal mecting between the 
chran, who) consequently saw each other but little, $0 to 
Tt was to him iperedible that, in face of the assurances give 
Germany to Great Britain and Russia tint Germany had none but purely com 
nterests in Persia, and would scek none but commercial ends, the German 
Aflaires should have attempted to play the political’ rdle attributed to him, 
The German Govermnent had been much distressed ab the repented complaints made 
from St, Petersburgh and London of Baron von Richthofen’s conduct, aud had 
enjoined on him (Gonnt Quadt) to conform strictly to those assurances, his he intended 
to do to the best of his ability, and he hoped that, to prevent any misunderstanding, 
would, wheneer any plausible story of allezed German political “intrigue” came. to 
my ears, at once ask him for explanations, which he would be always ready to give, 
Intrigue and diplomiaey were no longer synonymous, and he believed that Trank and 
Joyal discussion was nowadays the only possible way of conducting affairs, 
Thanked Count Quadt f frankness and for his assurance that his Govern= 
would refuse any application to place Customs officers at the disposal of the 
an Government, and said that nothing would give me greater pleasure than the 
prospect of cordial and frank relations, T must, however, demur’ to. his views of Baron 
1 Richthofen’s conduct, nor could admit thit 1 tad sent to yow any reports which 
were not aecurate in substance, for I had alvays heen at the greatest pains to verify i, 
nts, If Baron yon Richthofen tind not sought to play the role attributed to’ hin 
songht to justify his actions during the Shah's attempted coup didat in 
y asserting, without a shadow of foundation, that the Russian Minister and | 
isd sought to obtain speciat privileges in return for our efforts at pacification? (Qui 
xeuse, sidecuse.” No one who had followed cyents here durin the past threw montis 
iave the smallest doulits as to the oljects of lis activity, As for the telozran 
fhe liad shown me, the simple explination seemed to me to be that the Belyian 
Govermnent had taken « tactful vay of bringing to the noticw of the German Govern- 
ment a disazreeable question which might create t momentary trietion between the two 
scountries, 

Count Quadt wont on to say that the Persians wore trying to play their familine 
game of playing off one Power against anothers they could no longer do so with 
Bngland and Russia, and so they were (ying to use Germany asa set-off against: those 
tw Powers, T said that was the ease, but I feared L could not acquit Baron 
Yon Richithofen of foste ideas the possibility of exploiting that. idea, under a 
Ministry of so Germanophil symp the present, had not been lost ipon that 
gentleman, henee my apprehensions of his inducing the Persian Government to commit 
them rman Customs officials, 

Count Quadt repeated his assurances on this head, and said, moreover, that he was 
doing liis best to impress on the Persians that Germany. would not allow herself to. be 
uised as a counterpoise against Great Britain and Russia, He added that he had spoken 

imilar strain to the Russian Minister, who liad promised, at his request, to telexraph 

his Government the substance of the declaration he hind made, He begged that 1 
would do the same, He then adverted to the financial situation, and allirmed that if 
order was to be restored a very considerable foreign loan woulll be necessary, provably 
as much sts 10,000,000/, ; bul with the lack of security, not only for the service but tor 
the proper employment of the loan, hie foresaw some Kind of foreign control would he 
& natural corollary. I said I had no idea what the views of His Majesty's Government 
on the question of a loan might be, but, personally, I was quite sure they would not car 
to saddle themselves with a joint responsibility for the administration of Persia, I 
doubted, moreover, whether Persian vanity could bring itself to accept a loan on 
condition of effective control, and the most probable solution of the problem seemed to 
me to be the appointment of foreign advisers recruited in much the same way as are 
the officials in the Chinese Maritime Customs, It seemed to me, however, premature 
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any possibilities of this hind untit it was ascerta 
ty for the service of a loan 

introducing this subject Count Quadt may have, of course, only been 
‘ouring to find out whether [is Majesty's Government were disposed to come to 
stance of Persia financially, but his ianguage in speaking of the possibility of 


ined whether Persia coulil even 











ene; 
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foreign control gave me the impression that he looked to some formal international 
contvol on which Germany would he officially represented, 
Pe tone of our conversation, which usted more tan an hour, was throughout of 


the most iriendly desey 

The Russian 
hurried! on 
Assure 


tion, 
: ter tells me that, in his conversation, unfortunately a very 
ith the German Minister, Count Quadt had given him ex: 
as to mysell, In comneetion 








ealy the: sunie 
iti, the qnestion of the Customs otficial 
id some stress on the patent efforts of the correspondent o 
public opinion in itution of 
Gorin for Belgians in the Adininistrati the mass of Persians 
1d by the Persian Government. In reply, Coust Quadt had proinised to send for Herr 
Mygiti and toa er to him such a savounade as would put an end to press 
aimpaigw of the hind directed froin Tehran 
Mode Hartwig is by no nea sured by Count Quailt’s professions; he is ready 
enough ty believe that Whe ly uctive m thofen will be 
ai iideed, they have probably served their purpose but he is convinced tat 
Lill only fie the ietiind and nol the end that will be changed, 
Thaye, 
(Signed) 
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IIARLES M, MARLING. 





(12627) No. 46, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 





(No. 
Sir, 





Tehran, March 15, 1908, 





WHEN 1 
the debate which tid taken place in the Assembly 
foreign advisers in the various branches of the Adm 
troukly (hat 1 had pointed out to His Majesty’s Go 
the by nu means remote possibility that the’ Persian Government might be induced to 
turn to Germany for that purpose, ‘There was not the smallest doubt in my mind that 
the German Legation had been encouraging public opinion to believe that Persia could 
How play off Germany against Russia and Great Britain, and that with this object the 
Peisian Ministers were ready to listen (o every German proposal. ‘Thus they had by 
A xrossly tmniconstitutional act pledged the Government to pay a subyention to a German 
school, the subvention to be paid out of the enstoms r ts 
male by some Persian statesmen to the German Chargé WAtfaires to replace the 
Belgians now in the Customs Administration by Germans, Vaking these two uiideniable 
facts in connection with the notorious efforts of the German Chargé d’Atfaires in the 
crisis of last December, there could be no doubt of the ends which that gentleman hi | 
pursued, nor of the willingness of the more influential members of the Persian Ministry 
to loud themselves to advancing that end. ‘ 
soe Aissts’s Government had no desire whatever to obtain for themselves such 
influenie 
coliicials as ad 
that no othe 








‘ament whiat appeared to me to be 


















3, an application had been 































ni, but they were absolutely determined 
and so impressed had they been with 











tho possibility of Persia yielding to German solicitations that 1 had been authorized to 
intorm his Hxeclleney officially that in the event of the Persian Government deciding to 





engage foreign advisers [is Majesty's Government would expect to be consulted as to 
the nationality of the officials. However, the Persian Parliament had shelved the 
proposition for the moment, and the German Minister had given to me and to the 
Russian Minister the most satisfactory declarations as to his intention scrupulousl 
observe Ute assurances of his Government in regard to interference in Persian political 
questions, so the necessity for a formal intimation of the attitude of His Maj 

‘overnment in this question seemed, for the present, uncalled for, I thought, however, 
it would be a friendly act on my part to leave his Excellency under no misapprehension 
as to the manner in whieh THis Majesty’s Government would view any proposal to 












to 
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rodnee the nationals of any Great Power to. position of control in Persian affairs, a 
h was, moreover, entirely shared by the Russian Government, ‘Tho policy ‘of 
the two Go was one of non intervention; it was a poliey friendly to Persia, 
and tie proof of its friendliness could be seen in the efforts they were making jointly in 
the frontier question. Persia, however, seemed bent on d them to abandon that 
sition by encouraging a tiird Power to step in and secure a politienl influence whieh, 
Fr they did not seek it for themselves, the» cauld not allow any other Power to acquire, 
To me the incomprehensible part was thai the Persian Government did not realize that 
the came they wished to play must irritate the two Powers on whose good-will Persia was 
entirely dependent if she was to obtain any relief from her present financiai difficulties. 
T Legged his Excellency not to look on what [had said in the light of a menace; what 
Tiwanted him to understand was that the line of poliey to which the Persian Govern 
mont and the Persian people seemed disposed to commit themselves could only lead to 
one thing, viz, foreign interference in Persian internal affairs, whieh {presumed was 
what every Persian wished to avoid, 

His Excellency said that he quite uuderstond the situation, as slid the other 
members of tlie Government. ‘There had never heen any idea whatever of secking for 
German advisers, and he was ready to give me the same assurances in respect to that 
question as he had alrewly given me in regard to the Custons ollivers~ Hitt so long as 
lie was in office no attempt would be wade by the Persian Government to obtain 
ulvisers from that Power, He thought that both I and the Russian Minister had been 
Jed by insufficient and inaceurate inforiation to exaggerate the extent to which the 
Persian Ministers were amenable to German influence, For instance, I had just stated. 
tliat the subvention to the German, schoo! was secured on the customs receipts; this 
was not the case, aud the note he had informed the German Legation that the 


Shah had x s ned no mention whatever of such 
security, After thanking his Excellency for his reassuring declarations, I replied that 
my authority for my statement was the German Charge d'A(faires himself, His 
Excellency said there must have been some misunderstanding, and to convince me he 
would show the text of the note, which was in Persian, to Abbas Kuli Khan, ‘The next 

1 Abbas Kuli Khan, by my instructions, called on Mushir-ed-Dowleh and asked 
to see the note, The doctment'was produced, and the Minister, after reading a few 


', showed signs of confusion, and would evidently have been glad to suppress the 
reinainder, \bbas Kuli Khan, however, insisted on reading it for himself, aud found 
that it was clearly stated that the payment of the subyention was to: he made from 
Custoins funds, I have several times before this hiad reason to suspect lis Excellency’s 
statements, but-as on this particular occasion Mr, Churcbill had the previous evening 
Jeurnt from a member of the German Legation that the note did contain the condition 
iu question, it seemed to me worth while, by putting Mushir-ed-Dovleh’s proffered 
proof to the test, to let his Uxcellency sce that there were limits to my credulity. 

I would willingly attribute his Bxcellency’s misstatement to forgetfulness were it 
not that, when questioned about the transaction in the Assembly the same afternoon, 
Mushie-cd-Dowleh left the House under the impression that the subyention was to be 
given by the Shah out of his Civil List, an arrmgement to which no objection could be 

1d, M. de Hartwig informs me that the Shah's consent to the subyention was 

ued by representations that the project had been approved by the Medjliss, and that 
‘Mushir-ed-Dowleh was the agent who obtained His Imperial Majesty's signature. 

T have ventured to give a somewhat lengthy account of this matter in order to show 
that Mushir-ed-Dowsleh’s proneness to evade a disagreeable position by taking refuge 
in te ical inexactitudes makes it impossible to attach much value to his 


assurances, 
Thaye, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(12628) No. 47. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 54) 
Sir, Tehran, March 15, 1908, 
ON receipt of your telegram No. 56 of the 7th March, authorizing me to consult 
with the Russian Minister for the purpose of drawing up an identic note intimating, to 
aba 1 Government, inthe torms agreed on by Sir A. Nicolson and M, Isvolshy, 
1580] 





that Persia should look to Great Britain 3 

ment of her present frontior difficulty with ‘Tur 

fact, aid sent hin a Fyench translation of the body of Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram 
No, 39. 

3. de Hartwig was at first disposed to draft a note containing merely a bald state- 
ment in the seuse agreed on at St. Petersbuxgli, but I represented to him that, 
pinion, the note would lose touch of its point if uo allusion, however remote, v6 
to the Persian Circular to the Powers on the subject of the Turkish occ 
Soujboulak, and hie at once acceded to this view. ‘The note was, as usu 

n language, and 1 have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the 
draft frou which that translation was ale, 
have, & 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Inclosure in No, 47. 
Identic Note addressed by the British and Russian Legations to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


M, le Ministre, Téhéran, le 12 Mars, 1908. 

EN réponse au t6ldgramme transmis par le Représentant de la Perse 4 Londres 
au sujet de Vocenpation de Saoud Bulagh, j'ai Vhonneur, d’ordre de mon Gouverno- 
ment, d'adressor a votre Eixcellonce lk communication suivante s— 


Le Gouvornoment de Sa Majesté le Schah se sera convainen que les démarches 

effectivios de commun accord par la Russie ot la Grande-Bretagne, qui de tout temps 

Ont joud dans los différends ‘Luréo-Porsans le role spécial que leur imposait Ia marche 

dos vGnomonts historiques, viennent daboutir aux résultats désirés : Saoudj-Bulagh est 
nos qui l'avait arbitrairement envahi, 

1 résoltt d/obsorver aussi i Vavenir Ia meme 
attitude do bienvelllanee 21 Jhle opportu, & Vavantage méme 
do co pay's, que le Conv Schah continue A contier & la T 
ot i VAnglotorre In 





(12681) No. 48. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 13.) 


, Tehvan, March 18, 1905, 
WITH reforonve to my despatch No, 43 of Febrnary, 1 have, the honour 
to transit the annexed extract from a report | Majesty's Consul at. Kermans 
in regard to the stato of affairs on the southern section of the Tureo-Pers 
aptain Uh ¥ ul-Mulk, Chief of the 
sruor of Kermanshah, appears to have produced « good effect, and I have address 
itch to that ollicer approving bis langimge as reported. 
Tam, ae. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Inclosure in No. 18. 


Captain Haworth to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 10) 
(Bstraet.) Kasr-i-Shirin, February 27, 1908. 
DAOUD. KHAN (Chief of the Kalhors), when somewhat annoyed, told me that 
he had told Zahir-ul-Mulk: Commander on the frontier) that he eould take Khanikin in 
a day. ZahiruleMulk immediately said yes, he knew it, but the end of the affair 
would be bad. 
It will thus bo seen that, but for restraining influence, there is little doubt that the 
tribes would bring on war 





[have several times impressed on 
that Persia conld not in the end compete with Turkey, for mo 
to ask them to follow, It was, however, the first tin 
Gfahat Ihadsaid, ‘The same day he told me he knev it was only the 
Gnd Russia which prevented ‘Turkey taking any steps itwished to take, 

‘The people of the country constantly ask me why, alter the Convention, do we 
allow tle Turks to take Persian (erritory. One gentleman even went so far as to. tell 
me that we were responsible for Persia’s fronti 

On hearing of the collecting of these Persian Chiefs, 1,500 Redifs wero called out 
for Khanikin, Mr Cattersel, returning to-day from Khanikin, to whieh town he had 

‘anied M. Deville, tells me that it is full of soldiers, and that it is dificult to 
lation there. 





(12632) No. 19. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received April 13.) 
0, 68.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 18, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 45 of the Gth instant, I have the hononr to 
transmit herewith copies of further Memoranda which have heen exchanged between 
the Turkish and Persian Frontier Commissioners. 

Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh’s responsive Memorandum seems effectively to answer 
the points raised by Taher Pasha, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 4%). 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling, 


Unmi, February 22, 1908. 
WIPH reference to my telegram No. 18 of the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith translations of the second Memoranda exchanged between the 
‘Parkish and Persian Frontier Commissions. 
Thave, &. 
igned) A. ©. WRAWISLAY, 


Tuclosure 2 in No, 49. 
Memoranda exchanged between the Turkish and Persian Frontier Commissizicys 
(1) 
(Translation.) 


g,dated the 12th Muharrem, 1826, to the Memorandum presented on the 
Sth Muharrem, 1326, by the Imperial Persian Commission, 


TW is well known that, in. the same way as the delimitation of w frontier dopends 
too, Treaties will annul and cancel one anotlicr according to their ¢ 
Bat the places where we demand that the unjust interference of certain trout 
Is in the name of the Persian Govsennunt should be stopped aro the Kun (ve) 


within the Sanjaks of Shehraur, Kurkuk, Rowanduz, Amadia, Hakkiari, Van, and 
Bayazid, It was necessary for you to show some ‘Peat you the ri 
these districts. For the 1fIrd Artiole of the ‘Treaty of 1863. on which 

You rely concerns. the and 
Mobammerah, 
ricited above; it explains Article II of the ‘Tx 
districts it would have explained and defined their boundaries. Consequently the 

nee in your Memorandum to the effect that ‘in the last ‘Treaty made, between 
the two Powers, on the 16th Jemadi-ul-Akir, 1263, the delimitation of the frontier is 
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clearly set forth, and if it be examined with the eye of equity there is not the 
donbt,” can only tefer to the boundary of Mohammerah, Zohab, 
manic; it cannot be made to include other places. For it is an aceopted 
rile tliat doubt does not remove c ‘This heing: so, it is obligatory for the two 
Powers to prove their right by 'f 
renew our de im end to 
hes and 
jak of Bay 


February 2 (15), 1908, 


(‘Uranslation.) 


Reviy, dated the 14th Mubarrem, 1826, to the Memorandum of the Imperial Ottoman 
Commission dated the 12th Muharrem, 1826. 


‘NI, Ottoman Commission limit the TIrd Article of the 1863 Treaty to, the 
territory and boundary of Suleimanich, Zohab, and Mohammerab, and consider it to 
De the explanation of Article TT of the y 
Gyutity of the Commission, ind knowing that this declaration cannot be due to a de 
‘to depart from justice, Lan compelled to ute it to a miscomprehension, and 
consequently 1 invite the Ottoman Commission th eall to mind the [nd and 
TI Articles off the aforesaid ‘Treaty. In ‘frvaties which 
of {hyo States, redundant and ineffective expressions are always avoided. 
ng that inthe [nd Article of the ‘Treaty of 1803 all the questions relating: 
to Suleimanich, Zohab, and Mohammera are settled in a clear and explicit manner, 
flows is ny room for the interpretation that an abrid > should ho taken as 
oxplaining so cate expanded an Article, Besides thi mbiguity 
or hesitation hn the phias ‘of the [rd Article, and it is obvious that the two 
desired to completely wind up the claims they had on one another. ‘hus by 
ni ‘Trenty the two Contracting Parties ly: that they abandon 
r territorial claims, When they have spy 
in phraseology frew from anbigui 
is itsclf fundamental in the matter of abandoning. territo and to lay down 
tha Be ly an explanation of the previous Article ean be made to coincide with 
no rule, 

We were waiting for an explanation of the proofs of your Government's right in 
he mutter of the eneronchments of your officials on the territory and boundaries of 
Hunoh, Serdesht, Lahijan, Ushnu, Mergaver, Dasht, ‘Tergaver, Baradost, and elsewhere 
Whicl belong fo Persin, in order to complete your first Memorandum in view of the 
sjervd ‘Treaty which at’ present exists between the two Powers. But not only have 
you fur id proofs, but you chanwe. the question aud demand proofs from 

ia has interfered with Kerkuk, Rowanduz, Amadia, Hakkii 
Tn consequence of this declaration, the Persian Commission is 
spite to ask from your honourable Commission proofs on two 
first, the unjustified aggression of Turkey on the boundaries 
of provinces in. the possession of Persia from of old ; and, secondly, 
the matter of Persian interference in the above-named. districts as mentioned in. your 
Memorandum, In this we expect from the equity of your honourable Commission 
that the Treaty whieh is so plain between the States will not be removed from the eye 
of your attention and conscience, 





(12634) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received April 13.) 


(No.0) 

Sir, Tehran, March 19, 1908. 
WITIT reference 19 my telegram No, 62 of the 29th ultimo, 1 have the Honour to 

truusinit the ac ving letter addressed to me by the Persian Minister for 

Tivoign Aft snouncing the evacuation of Soujboulak, in which 
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his Excellency gives expression to the gratitude of his Government for the good offices 
of His Majesty's Government in the matter of the Tureo-Persian frontier dispute, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Inclosnre in No. 50. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, Marling. 


Cher M. Marling, Teheran, le V* Mars, 1908, 

TA lettre qne vons aver bien voulu m'adresser, en date hier, m’a fait grand 
plaisir, et je vous remereie des nouvelles que vous m’y faites parveni 

Pai pris connaissance du fait que vous m’énoncer en premier lieu, et jen ai 
élégraphié la portée & Mohtechem-es-Sultanch, 

Lheurense nonvelle de l'évacuation de Saondj-Bulagh que vous me communique 
st conforme aux télégrammnes que jai regus de son Altesse le Prince Fi Firma, 
Je saisis cette occasion pour vous renouveler Vexpression de lay 
Gonvernoment Impérial pour les bons offices du Gouvernement de Sa.) 
nique, Ie Gonvernement Persan y voit, avec joie, une nouvelle preuve dle Vamitié 
inaltdrable et des relations cordiales qui unissent si henrensoment les deux 

Agréoz, &e, 
Mushired-Dowlel, 
(Signé) M, WASSAN KHAN, 





(12635) No. 51. 


7 Mr, Marling to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received April 13) 
0. 61 
7 Y Tehran, March 19, 1908, 
1 HAVE the hononr to quote, for your information, the following extract from the 
weekly diary of His Majesty’s Consul at Mohammeralt == 


* February 138—A now twin serow steamer, in sections, was landed from steam- 
ship “Tabaristan,” for Naasory Company (Hajji Muin-ot-I'ujjar), shipped from 
Manchester. She is for use on the Upper Karun,” 


Should this steamer establish a regular servico on. the Upper Karun, in come 
a with the steam-ship 'Shushan,” a somewhat antiquated stern-whecler, it can 
hardly be doubted that the deficit on the working expenses of the latter vessel willl bo 
even greater than in previous years, and that the dificulty in recovering the amount 
of that deficit from the Persian Government will be, if possible, increased, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(12636) No. 52. 


(Wo. 62 Mr. Marling to Sir Fdward Grey.— (Received April 13.) 
Sin 
rece ; Tehran, March 21, 1908, 
WIH reference to my telegram No, 59 of the 27th ultimo, T have the Honour to 
teport that the question of the instalments due to the Bakhtiara Khans from the Oil 
wicate in November and February the November 
han Bank 
M4 has been 
their read 


in Lorimer against the Oil Syndieate’s claims for compensation. 
in Lorimer, as Thad the honour to report in my telegram above referred to, 
8 it inadvisable to endeavour to obtain the Khan’ assent to the payinent of the 


[1580] 
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guards by the Syndicate, and in view of his opinion, I have agreed not to press the 
proposal 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





112637) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 
YO, 63.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 24, 1 

! HAVE the howour to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum compiled by 
M. Chiari, Customs Director at Urumia, and forwarded to me through His Majesty's 
Cinsulite-General at Tabreez, giving an interesting account of the origin aud develop: 
ment uf the present phase of the Turco-Persian frontier dispute on the borders of 
Azerbaijan, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnelosure in No. | 


Report furnished by M. Ch. Chiari, Director of the Customs at Urumia, to \i. Molitor, 
piled of Customs at Axerbaijan, and communicated by latter to Vice-Consul 
tevens, 


(Confidentie),) 

M. le Directeur des Douanes i Tauris, Urumiah, le BL Décembre, 1907. 
VHISTOIRE de invasion Turque dans les régions d/Urumiah ot de Samujboulake 

Hut se divisor, suivant Tord chronologique, en cing parties comprises: dans un 

do sept anndes, 


1, Occupation de Sero et Sardik, 

2, Invasi 

8, Age zaytielis ‘ures, aidés par les domestiques du Sheikh Sadik a 
Menjavat, Dash engavan: 

4, Geenpation de Sardasht par les Kurdes poushtdaris et les troupes régulidres 
Ottoman 
vy, Bombardement du camp Persan X Touli et invasion de Mergavar, Dasht et 
Tergavan, Bradost ot Uslnu par les troupes régulidres Ottomanes. 


rot Santik sont deux petits villages de I, plaine de Brudost, en partie 
propridté du Shicikh de: Nooohea. Noochea est une petite provines renommce par sex 
tabucs, au sud-ouest @'Urumiah, sur Te teritoire ‘Pure au-del 
Mergavan et de Dasht; le che 
I ya vingt-sept années le 

rasion en Pes 


ile Turque de Badjer 
villages staiont toujours consid: t partie de Empire 
a sept années pen prods, un Kurde—je ne sais pas quel crime accon 
‘tant poursuivi par In police, prit la faite et vint se réfugier A Sero, Les 
ités de Badjergha serivitent officiellement au Gouverneur d’Urumiah pour obtenir 
Festadition du coujablo, le Gouverneur néandit que extto affuire ne dépendait pus de 
Ini, Sero tant territoire ‘Ture. Le Sheikh de Noochea, profitant de occasion, fit 
lune petite forteresse qui fit. occupée dabord par Mohammed Ayhn, poredu 
famieux Jaffer Agha, et ensuite par une petite xurnison Turque. Tl va ev apres beaucoup ¢ 
pourparlers sur place, entre les autorit h, le Sheikh, et les autorites Ottomanes, 
mais To résultat est que la garnison reste toujours & Sero, considéré comme villuge 
‘Ture, Ce fut le premier pas. 





2, Au sud-ouest et ouest de ussi puissante 
es oe ve “ ndre Vune ancienne fiuill 
ntie-Mangoun, Elle : ° s (rts fertiles en patutie 
qui se trouvent depuis une 5 ux frontibyes: dy 
Tahidjan d'un eté et le pays des Gobries de Vautre, 
mi ces grandes tribus Kurdes il y a toujours plusieurs Chets entre eux souverit 
x ut dont In puissance dépend dui nombre plus ou moias grand quiils ont de 
e richesses et de domestiques amés, Un de ces Chefs est toujours choisi 
int par le Gouverneur de ln région de Saoujboulak et chargé de ramasser 
 iimpats 5 Velu de i pecté et Te plus autoritaire, 
- ane 1903, le es Ma Riana aes d Agha, on Beyz Agha, 
homme tr’s yaillant et de noble oriine, autant que peut V@ire un Kurde, Mais il fut, 
Agha, fils de Hamzih Aghn; ce méme 
h Obeid-Ullnh lorsque que eclui-et 
h, Saoujhoulak, eb Miandoab, et qui 
Beyz Agha, comme il dit, se voyant prétiré te 
amour-propre quitta, la Perse avec’ tors ses hommes, 
sss en Turquie. : : si 
Ce fut une rava avis qui_venait volontairement. se poser sur le sol Tare et dont 
Gouvernement a. -En_ effet Beyz Agha fut regu par les auto 
on lui f ect on Ini doma Ie 


soul que Lal 
sion manu militari se pré 

ordonnée par M, Leleux. Bs 
Tahidjan, dont le chotlien est Passva, 48 farsakhs 2 Vonest. de Snoujboulak, est 
une région renomimeée par ses bestinnx et Pexeellente qualité de ses fromages' elle a me 
rqvut de 7 firsikhs sur 14 de longuenr et peuplée par les Kurdes, Pirans et 
Mamesh, M, Leleux, dans son inspection au mois dAvril 190: Tahidjan, donna 
ordres nécessaines ef fixn tw phice pour le bitiment de lw duane. Cotte place 
sur le penchant du col de Kalechinkia, qui sépare géographiquemont Ia Bersv de 
‘Turgnie ot fait partie du tormain du village de Tamartchian, —M, Leleux rentye 
imiah, Ratfet Khan, Directeur di Bureau, et Mohammed Amin Agha, Chef des 
Gait pas favorable A Me construction, 
wes et A cause de In grande quantité de noize 
on te mplacement de plus de 3,000. imbtres vers 

commen I nt, ‘ 

nant que Yemplacement de th donane était sur le territoire Ture 
“dlaprbs Ia frontidre admise depuis la Commission d’Erzoroum en 1686," est absurde, 
sar (I) le village de Tamartchian est un des nombreux villages de Lahidjan, do eo 
Jaliidjan que tous les géographes admettent comme territoite Persian, sépard ide to 

Ture. par les hivutes mon idros naturelles ob sailluntes dos deus 

(2) le village 5 ours pays les imp Jonyernement / 
bres it Chef des Piruns qni se trou 
Uurquie, recouniait Iuiméme que Tanartelian ot sex alentours appartionnent | 
cola est visible par une lettre quil a éerite XM, Leleux: of qui se trouve dans les 
archives deamon but 8 fursalhs de Tamartehian de Vauitye coté du col de 
5 ave Te ile do Sn ait pats wy fas 
fe lar 


environs de Tama 
tres au courant de In 
tnots suivants + 


nouve: i fendroit oh Yon bitit la douane est tervitoive de 
Tiny ‘ fase le permission de continuer ln constr 
«les droits de V Empire serout lésé 


We 7 Sera que conmenga la construction du bitiment, 
alerte arti ouverncur Ture de Rowandouz, chez lequel se trowy 
Agha. Le Gouverneur t une fettre an Sheikh Kiamal en lui disant av 
entendu que sur le col de 1 devait bitir une douane; la. construction 
commencée il fallait Ten avertir et il enverrait des soldats pour la démolir, En eflet, 





vers le 17 Aoit, 1905, Abdal Rabman Bimbashi, & la téte de 40 Kurdes Mangour et 40 
cavaliers ‘Tres, entrait en Perse et arrétait la construction du bitimeut, en emprisonnant 
Ie Directeur Raffet Khan, 

Rashid-ul-Mulk, Gouyernenr de Saoujhoulak, éerivait aussitdt 4 Mohammed Emin 
Agha ef autres Olt que si les ‘Tunes ne qt is le territoire en vingt-quatre 
heures, Hs di 

Abdul 1 : i Jshnureng, prés de Passva, 
oiv il se trouva en fi Kereni présent défunt, 
qui lui fit connaitre qu'il ne pouvait pas 
iso retina i Zinyeh chez le Sheikh. k 

sha et autres Chef 
Porse vers liv finde Septembre avec Izzetullal, Bey Abdullah Bey Cwini 
ques Gihours ot quelyues pices d'artilleric, “Les ‘Tures sinstallérent 4 Pa 
sar lont jusqulat present, 
rechp de eatte oeeupation ne manqua pas de se faire bientdt sentir dane 
vd/Uniniiah, aus frontidres de Taquelle vions les bureaux de Mergavar, 
Djormi, By Thriudost 

is evsis qivil serait plus lovique de les appeler Yureaux de Merga 

Veravar ot Bradost, cut Djormi est un v i potit 

do Tu provit reavar, of Metgavar ot Br 
isthe ovine ayat lo Dnreatt se trouvait an village de Nerki, et & Bradost 
1 vilhigy de Bh 

Moravian farsaklis d'Urmniah, est une plaine habitée par les Kurdes 
HMurkis, qui ont pour Chet Kerim Khan, 

Dasiit, int sudeouest ot 44 fieakhs d@’'Urumiah, est babité par des Kurdes dits 
Boyzalehs ot dos Chaldéens Nestorions, 

Daj aac mois de Septembre 1907 nos bureaus fronti a sonivent par 

Knives, sujets Ottomans surtout. A Directeur de 

gawk siitiilit fa prosence W'émissrives ‘Pures ‘i files Harkis, 

voulniont i fi plus Geouter et étre soumis a 
il, 1906, nombre de aptiohs, aidés 
siciit Tos employs de livdonine, et ra 
n Bey avec 
Hivikh enteait & Dj ES eam Tea 


i We Directeur d'Braini it Parrivés de Kinzim Be 
$ venus de Sero, ls inspeetinnt en poussant jusqu'au villa de 
hour, {2 firsikhis d'Urumish, village dans lequel les ‘Cures ont installé de 
nit ledotane,  Kinvim Bey retourna ensuite le 1 Juin, en chassant le Directeur 
Jos employs de la dontan 
A piste isos les emp 
Te Sapte fiisant fi pectenr, je su 
loins | is le 18 Mai, 1907, ils furent définitivement a 


hugies arides de Bradost, pour suivre Yordre chronologique des événe- 


wut Vous trapsporter maintenant, M. le Directeur Provincial, dius ce pay 
n ui foréts et on mines, qui longe la Rividre de Kelass au midi et 
Jwitts oxtrénies de votre provinee, habite par les Kurdes Melkaris et appelé le pays de 
Sardesht, vinie Suisse on Italie de Azerbaijan. Dans ma dernidre inspection, malgré 
hu Gouverneur et du L r de Saoujboulak, abandonné au commencement 
te pour une partie de cavaliors qui_miaccompagnaient, aprds avoir traversé non 
< danger le pays des Mangours et des Gi ntraile 29 Juin, 190 wdlesht, 
Oty je trouvai uit certain i . Chef de la tribu des Poushdériens, sujets 
‘Ottomans, 
Co grossier personnage mvenvoya aussitdt Tordre de 
nt de i et comme 


effet, que eet homme corres; 
faite le k Sponse Juvais dé quittele paye “Tes 
soldats Tres se trouyaie deux: heure: -ouest de Sardesht, occu 

extraine dit i Wor des mines dw vill: alan. Uu moi apres ton 
inspection A Sardesht los. troupes. régulidres y it leur entrée, De 
vetoed Urimiah, je passais en edtoyant Lahidjan par Ushnu ; je trouvais en route Partew 
Pasha. qui inspretiit de Ivin la plaine de Souldouz et environs et, soit dans les Mamashs, 
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avit dans les zarrahs d’Ushuu, jai pu constater influence produite en eux par les 
Gmissaires du Gouvernement Ottoman, dont ls politique a toujours consisté 2 sattirer 
Gabord la bienveillance et Vappui des tribus nomades et ensuite & intervenir 
olliciellement. ey : Rie. 

5. Les Begeadghs de Dasht, aceusés avoir assassiné en 1904 Ie missionnaire 
Laborve, sujet des Etats-Unis, ctaient devenus tres hostiles au Gouvernement Persan, 
qui cherchait 4 les punir. Tl n'y avait aucune borne a lenrs pillages et’ meurtres, La 

ulation d’Urumiah, fatiguée, demanda et obtint d'envoyer une armée sous les ordres do 

Jidjd-ee-Saltanch pour punir ces Dashtis, et leur faire payer aussi la somme que le 

Gouvernement Américain demandait, Ceux-ci, 4 Vapproche des soldats Persans, se 

retirerent sur les moutagnes esearpées de Dasht ob le canon ne pouvait les atteindre, 

es pourparlers commencérent ainsi entre le camp et les Kurdes, Mais ceux-el d’un 

autre cbté entrotenaient des relations avec les antorités Ottomanes, leur faisant 

prendre quills. 6 innocents et injustement perséeutés par les Persins, leurs 

niemis do religion, les Kunde comme les Ottomans, Ils imploraient en 

méine temps le secours des armé Te? ‘yan regu Yordre de 

ion Provinciale de rétabli tea je we venilis aw camp, de TA 

etd Bradost. Enallanc’ Ervint je passais par un village appelé Khanié, deux 

heures du camp, La je trouvais réunis tous les Dashtis, et en allant aussi 2 

ine de cayatiors Tres allant A Khanié, ee qni me 

is que les Dashtis entretenaient des relations avec les 

Ottomans, Arrivé le ct A Bradost, jlapprenais que six canons avec quatre 

tabours partaient de Badjergha pour étre le 30du méme mois d Mergavar, En effet, le 

1 Aodt les troupes Turques venant de Mergavar bombardaient le camp Persian qui. 90 

tronvait dans le village de Touli & Dasht, et_prenaient possession de Mergavar, Dasht, 

var, et Bradost ; les employés de ces deux derniers: bureaux, nouvelloment 1601 
anise, rentrdrent en vill ie ee. 

Le 22 Octobre, 1907, le Directeur d’Ushnu devait, aussi quitter son poste, Le 
Tocal de la dounne était oceupé par les Tues, L/installation de douaniers dans le village 
de Kalkhour,& deux: heures de la ville d’Urumiab, est le dernier fait de Toceupation 
Ottomans. entrée des tribus Mangours & Saoujboulak est peut-Otre Ie préliminaire 
ins occupation par les armées Turques, X moins que la Commission Persanie ne 

jontrances néeessaites & la Commission Turyue, Lex pourparlens entre les 
de ces detix Commissions ont dg commencé par derit ; on espbro aussi_quiils 
coinmenceront bientot de yive voix dans Urumiah on ses environs 
Le Directeur Int, des Douanes, 
(Signé) CHL CHIARL 





{12638} No. 54. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.~(Received April 18.) 


GL. Confidential.) 
‘Tehran, March 24, 1908, 
I HAVE fle honour to transmit herewith a Memorandum prepared by 
Loraine pointing out the desirability of settling definitely the whole question 
of Messrs, Lynel’s claims against the Bakhtiari Kians, and suggesting that the 
present conjiuicture may perhaps offer a suitable occasion for the purpose. The 
Memorandum gives so Iueid an exposition of the two points at issue—vir,, (1) tint 
Messrs. Lynch are entitled to claim 12 per cent, on rs instead of 6 per cent. ; and. 
(2) that the firm should be recouped the 3,001. expended in the o construction 
Of the road in exeess o timate of 5,500/. accepted by the Khins—that further 
explanation would be But I would yenture to express the opinion that, as 
ants (1), 12 per ¢ universally recognized as being the ordinary and 
jerate mite of interest in this country, that in reducing the rate to 6 por cent. an 
cessive regan was shown to the Khans, and one whieh was probably interpreted 
as weakness; while as regards (2) thore is little doubt that the estimate of 5,500, 
Was communicated to the Khans without proper authority having been given by 
Messrs. Lynch to their agent to quote it asa final and definite figure, Messrs. Lynch 
would therefore appear £0 hav moril grounds for claiming compensation o 
Toth, dnt -more espe cond of these counts; and the responsibility for the 
[1580 ik 








Ey 


Joss to the firm lies very close to the door of the Legatio 
of His Majesty’s Legation, Messrs, Lynch eaunot press th 
trom whom the compensation is perhaps in equity due; and on the other hand the 
ation, by its past aetion, is precluded from taking action except at the price of 
Josing ihe confidence of the Khans. 
In these circumstances T submit that the solution suegested by Mr. Loraine, viz. 
thot in consideration for the einim for the higher rate of interest being dropped 
Mussis. Lyueit shall receive the 3,000/, claimed by them under the second heading, the 
Hiois to be supplied from Tinperial and Indian’ sourees, is as favourable as can be 
id. ‘Taking the two points on their merits, the proposed compromise might even 
judged to be unjust to. Messrs, Lyneh—it will assuredly be so considered by 
TiuG On thie othe hand, they cannot aesover from the Kans, and. are, indeed, 
tually obliged to accept any offer which lis Majesty’s Government may see fit co 
make then, Some consideration is, however, due to them for the work they have 
done in opening up the Ahwaz route, but Eventure to think that the sacrifice ‘which 
IT suiggest that His Majesty's Government should accept to settle the above claiins 
will Tully discharge the debt of gratitude we may owe to the firm in question. Tn 
this connection I take leave to refer you to Captain Lorimer’s despatches Nos, 672 and 
678 of the sth and 11th December, 1907, respe (inclosed in Sir C. Spring-Rtics’s 
despatch No, 10 of the 12th Kebrunry, 1907), in which the former animadyerted with 
some severity on the lick of energy and enterprise displayed by ) Lynch in 
developing their business in these re:sions. lar comments have more than on 
heen made to me of lato—notbly by the Russian Minister and the Administrator of 
Customs—which seem to show that the general opinion in Persia is that Messrs. Lynch 
have failed to make adequate tise of their opportu It is hardly necessary for 
me to point out that so long as Messrs. Lynch are in a position to complain that their 
claims for sums expended are ignored by His Majesty's Government it is impossible 
to draw their attention to their short-comings with any force, a course which is most 
desirable if, in the fee of threatening German competition, we are to retain the 
supremacy of oF commercial influence in South-Western Persia, 
T have, & 
igned) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


But, without the assistance 
ir claims against the Khans 















































































Inclosure in No, 54. 


Memorandum by Mr. Loraine on Messrs, Lynch's Claims against the Rakhtiart Khans in 
i respect of the Construction of the Ahwaz-Lspahan Road. 





AS reported in Mr. Marling’s despateh No, 62 of the 21st Mare! 
Khans lave made a further payment on account of about 12,500. kx 
claim. ‘Miove is some reason to hope that, in. the present temper of the Klins, the 
claim (ser Mr, Marling’s despateh No. 12 of the 27th January last) will I 
full, Lt svould not do to count upon such an eventuality, but it is possible, in 
tho Klians? assurances, 

‘Phe mount, therefore, seems not inopportime for rai 
the Khans’ indebtedness to Messrs, Lyneh. 

Lot us suppose that the present claim is fully met, Are we any nearer to a 
conclusion satisfactory to all parties? It would appear that we are not. Messrs, 
Lynch are moro than likely to refuse a receipt in full, on the grounds that they have 
abandoned their claim neither to 12 per cent, interest on overdue payments nor to the 
3,001, over and above the estimate given by Mr, Taylor of 5,500/. Should Messrs. 
Lynch take this line it would pliee the Legation in an unfortunate position vissi-vis 
the Khans, for the claims lave been presented with its authority and by a Consular 
officer. TH, th the Khans meet them they will he disagreeably. surprised, 
and! with not given a discharge in full. ‘They will complain 
to the Lew plaint will be, in equity, unanswerable, 

It is therefore most desirable that a definite ‘agreement should be reachet 
with Messrs, Lynch in order to forestall the possibility of a situation such as 1 
have outlined above—a situation whieh could not fail to react unfavourably upon 
our general rehitions with the Chiefs and consequently upon the interests of the Oil 
Syndicate, 

















ing the whole question of 




































Messrs. Lynch’s contenti fly 


1, That 12 per cent. is the usual rate in Persia in similar circumstances, ‘This 
statement, as far as it goes, is perfectly correct, and in the absence of any reference in 
their Agreement with the Khans to’ a rato of interest other than that on eapital 

yenditure they are on fairly strong ground. 
at the estimate of 5,500/, was a figure mentioned in an unguarded moment 
lor, and one whieh hie was not authorized by his principal 
n Vransport Company. to Foreign Office, Decembi 
therefore, decline to be committed by his statement. 
in » very weak position, His Majesty's Gov 
», anid the Legation, in its eapacity of i 
id the Klans, has not been able to pre: 
with some justification, 


‘There is, however, no doubt whatever that the expense has actually beon incurred 

the Company, and that the 3,000/., plus interest, will have to. he written off as a 

payment is made from some other quarter, ‘The road has 

heen of value to British interests, and though Tis Majesty's Government 

ation to indemnify the Company tor their loss, to. grant 

ation, as an act of grace, and asa recognition of the firm's york ay pioneers 

of British enterprise in a regio: where the extension wl) dritish influence was 

politically desi © most favourable impression, und lay. the spectre 
of ag , ‘ly prove a fruitfial sourco of frigtion in tlie future, 

Van able to state that Captain Lorimer concurs in this view. 

‘Vhe situation then appears, from the information available at. this Legation, to 
be tliat, on the one hand, Messrs, Lyneli maintain theirclains on the two points to 
which Thave alluded; on the other, that His Majesty’s Government avo averse. trom 
abandoning their rulings on those two points. 

It would seem that nothing loss than a complete reconsideration of the questions 
at issue is likely to reconcile tlie two points of vie 

Local considerations, as I have endeavoured to show above, strongly indicate the 
‘iesirability of such a reconciliation, 

T venture to suggest, with all due respect, a basis upon which a compromise 
might he effected :— 

1, Messrs. Lynch to abandon their claim to interest at the rate of 12 per cent, on 
overdue sums, 

2, That the sum of 3,000/ be paid to Messrs, Lynch, as an aut of race, from 
Imperial funds, the British and Indian Governments cach contributing s moiety. 

That Messrs. Lynch, in that case, abandon any claim for interest on the 
38,0001, 

1. That Messrs, Lynch undertake to give the Bakht 
full for all fully: met claims as made out on the now 
preental to allem by the competent Consular officer, waster inst 
ve 


discharg 


(Signeil) PERCY L, LORAINE, 
‘Tehran, March 22, 1908, 





12639) No. 55, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13) 


iB.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 24, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the French Financial Adviser arrived in 

Tehran on the 22nd instant, and was bronghit to call on me by the French Minister the 
lowing day. Me had already been taken to seo the Russian Minister, who hus since 

told me that he was very favourably impressed by M. Bizot. 

M. de Hartwig said that he had received a copy of the “lettre de servic« 
furnished to M, Bizot by the French Minister of Finance, and that it was in every 
satisfactory, its terms M. Bizot is oflicially attached to the Hrench Legation, anil 

nrther instructed to consult the British and Russian Representatives on all qui 

M, de la Martini:re would naturally have presented M. Bizot to. the 
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Ministers for Woreign Affairs and Finance before coming to M. de Hartwig and myself, 
hit their Excellencies were unable to receive official visits on account of the religious 
mourning of the“ Arbaain.” 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 








(12640) 5 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received April 13.) 
(No. 66.) 
Sir, Tehran, 





AJIT MUIN-BT-TUAJAR called ree 
explanations on certain points of Messrs, Bllinger’ 
Company to work his Concession of the red oxide mines on Hormuz Island, S 
Twas able to ake the main lines of the proposal clear to him, but 
there were two questions on which [ could not satisfy whether it could not he 
arranged that the debentures could be paid off progressively instead of at the fixed 
date, BIst_ De 1919, and, secondly, whether the “purchase money and shares,” 
of w ire to take 10 per cent, in cash and shares, include, besi 
and the 25,000, ordinary: shares, the 10,0001, 8 per cent. 
preference shares. Muin-et sets. Bllinger on 
these points, 

1 did not gather from our interview that the Muin is eager to come 
to an arrangement of the kind suggested ; not Unt he appears to be discontented with 
tho forms, but heeause he fears that, by converting bis Concession into a British 
Company, hie will be placing himself in the power of this Legation, and that we should 
De able to bring pressive to bear on him in other questions whore his interests conflict 
With those of British subjects, as, for instance, tho ch. Fora Persian, 
of course, such a point of view is quite natural, and it is difficult to persuade them that 
His Majesty's Government are not in the linbit of using methods of this kind, and it 
is unfortunately the fact that there are half-a-dozen eases in the settlement of which this 
Lexation finds itsolf opposed hy the Muin. 1 told him that onee the Company was 
formed, the Legation would he legally bound to give it its best protection, and. that so 

» British sharcholicrs ft: the concern he could trust them at all events 
inter properly cared for, He lind hat dealings for many 
yours with Messrs, Ellin if he had the same contidence in them that they 
tepored in him, he need feel no uneasiness, but that they would safeguard their joint 
fntorests to the hest of their ability, and see that the concern obtained the assis 
and proteetion to whieh, as « British Company, it would be entitled at the hands of Hi 
Majesty’s Government 

s 1 said before, Muin-et-Pujjar scems fairly contented with the terms offered, 
and, if Messrs, Bllinger are ready to satisty him on the two points mentioned in the 
cauligr part of this despateh, Felieve that ‘the best chance of bringing him to enter 
nto the combination will be to persuade him that he ean count on the fullest measure 
of oursupport and that we shall notand cannot, in respect of other questions, make any 
iinproper use of the position of depeuteney on us in which he will be placed as regards 
the Oxide Company. 
vom what he has told Abbas Kuli Khon, there ean be no doubt that Muin-et- 
‘Vajiar is thinking of sonie sinilar weangement with a German house, presumably 
Messts, Woneklians, aud it is quite possible that his cold reception of Me 
proposals may be no more thin an attempt to extract more advantageous terms by 
pretending that the German offer is more profitable, but Tam 1 inclined to 
believe that Yor once the Muin has given thy ere motive of his attitude, He lns, I 
Know, approached the German Legation with regard ty another enterprise, and was 
yery likely much impressed with the big talk of the German Chargé d?Milaires, and it 
is quite conceivable that he has heen persuaded that it will he hetter to place his oxide 
Concession uider the protection of a Power known to be making special efforts t 
extend ity commercial interests, rather than under that of Great Britain with whose 
Toantion le might be brought into conflict on issues quite foreign to that of the Oxide 


Company. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' CHARLES M, MARUING. 


tly at the Legati 
proposal for the formation of a 
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[126421 No. 57. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. 





Received April 13.) 
No, 68.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 25, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 58 of the 18th March, [have the honour to 
transinit herewith copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul-General Wratislay forwarding 
translations of further Memoranda exchanged between the Ottoman and Persian 
Commissioners at Urmia, and giving a short review of the work of the Commission up 
{ill the time that negotiations were suspended by the departure of Taher Pasha for 
Serai on the 29th February. Mr. Wratislaw also makes some obseivations on the 
personality and qualification of the two Chief Commissioners which 1 must confess 
Convey to me a far less favourable impression of Molitashem-cs-Sultaneh than that 1 
ree m his telegram No, 22 of the 6th March, and it seems probable that. there 
is sot so much divergence of cpinion between him and M. Cherkassoff' on the merits 


























of the Commissioners as IT had been led to believe, He also makes mention of 
‘Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh’s Persian colleagues, of whose existence [now hear for the first 
ti Indeed, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom I specially interrogated on this 





, inforined me that Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh ws 
lleney said further that all negotiations were ca 
and Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh alone, Mp, Wratislay's Re, 
that at least the two junior Turkish Delegates are pres 
Commission, 


the sole Persian Delewate, and his 
ied on between Taher Pasha 
ort, however, seems to in 
it at the meetings of the 

















T have, &¢ 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





PAS. March 25.—I have since received the reply of the Persian Government to our 
identic note and T have the honour to inclose translation thercof, ‘The reply seems to 
ine to be quite as satisfactory as could be expected ; ic is at all events a strong expression 

« to the two Powers for their successful endeavours to obtain the evacuation of 
-if not an) exclusive relianee—on similar favours trom 

















GM at. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 


Consut-General Wratistaw to Mr. Marling. 


‘0. 4. Confidential.) 


Urmi, March 2, 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith translations of the third Memoranda which 
have passed between the Turkish and Persian Frontier Commissioners, dated the 
1h Mubarrem (20th February) and 19th Mulincrem (22nd February) respectively, Some 


further letters have since been exchanged, but | have not yet received copies of them, 
and T understand that they are merely of a recriminatory character and do not in any 
way elucidate the question at issue, 
As reported in my telegram No, 21 of the 20th February, the Ottoman Commissioners 
Draptly left Urini, and Ltake the opportunity of this suspension of negotiations 
labours of the Commission at greater length than Lhave been able to do 


















the three weeks that Taher Pasha lingered at Balu near Urmi some 
informal ions passed between him and the Persian Commissioner, principally 
concerning the scope of the Commission, At first Taher Pasha declared that his missi 
vas limited to an inquiry into the events connected -exped 
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{0 understand what their respective wishes really were ; but at last, on the 26th January, 
the Turkish Commission came to Urini, and were installed in a house not far from that 
inhabited by Mubteshem-es-Sultaneh. 

‘After several days wasted in the inevitable calls, the Turkish and Persian Com- 
missioners met to discuss the manner in which their negotiations were to be conducted. 
AMuhteshom-es-Sultanch proposed that the Turks should lead off with » Memorandum 
siating their case, and that he should reply in writing, and that they should then meet. 
for yerbul discussion of the points raised. ‘This procedure was accepted! by Taher and 
was folloned throughout the brief life of the Commission. Mubteshem-es-Sultoneh 
nine a point of the Turks beginning, thus giving them the deal and the declaration, 
and forcing hinwself to adapt his gine to tlieirs, which would appear to have been an 

ror in jidement as things turned out, For Taher Pashia in his first Memorandum did 
not enter into the details nf the affairs at all, but simply give a list of ancient ' 
Which, aecording to him, handed Kurdistan” to the Turks, and Muhtesham-es-s 
vas obliged to reply on the same lines, pointing out that Article LI of the most recent 

'y, tht concluted at Hyzeroum in 1847, bared all territorial claims excepting those 
mentioned in Article IL of the same ‘Treaty The ‘Turks repli agsertit 
Article IIL only referred to the districts mentioned in Article 11, and demai 
the Persians should ccase their interter wish “our tribes and territory 
districts of Kurdistan from Bayazid to Suleimanich inclusive, Muhteshem-e.-S 
answereil, w his former argument and requesting Ther Pasha to explai 
“interference” of the Persian Government in Ottonian territory. 

In his reply, somewhat arr ‘Paher stated that as the Persian Com 
sioner * relied éxclusively:” on Article LIL of the ‘Treaty of Brzeroum, the interpretat 
of this vay matter’ for refrevee to. their 
means 
Kurds, 
Muliteshenes-Sultaneh hastened to reply that he by non 
Article TIL of the ‘reaty of Dut had merely followed the lead of the 
Ottoman Commission in liniiting his replies v» the points raised by the latter, He 
pointed out that Taher Pasha had not yet entered on the real object of the Commission, 
which had heen appointed to investigate Persian—not ‘Turkish—complaints of aggression, 
and expressed his disuppointinent at the inequitable attitude of the Ottoman 
Commission, 

his last: Memorandum was deted on the 19th Muharrem (23rd February), and 
Paher had already. made wp his mind to depart, He called on me on’ the 
21st February, and informed me that he considered that his mission was accomplished. 
‘he Persians, he said, had accepted his view that the frontier question must be settled 
ficcordinys to Treaty, and that as neither of them was competent to decide on the right 
interpretation to be placed on Article TIT of the ‘Treaty of Exzeroum the matter must 
be left to their Governments to settle. It was, therefore, no use his staying on at 
Uri, aid he proposed to leave on the 25th. By some process of reasoning, whieh 
T yas unable to follow, he seemed to think that he had achieved a notable triumph and 
vas quite jubilant, 

1 poiited out to him that the frontier qu 
touched on, aud that in any case he had no business to take himself off without « 
permission fron Constantinople. I warned him that if he broke up the Commission 
ie proposed to do, the inevitable conclusion would be drawn that ‘Turkey and Persia 
had shown themselves unable to settle their difference alone, and that results regrettable 
from his point of view might follow, He replied that everything would pan out all 

Fit, ani! that he should certainly start, T then urged him to give me his word not to 
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Governments, and that 
ile he reiterated his demand for abstention from interference with “ our 








cans exclusively relied 




































ion was not only not settled, but hardly 















sel out before the 28th February, thinking that a week would be ample time for me to 
communicate with His Majesty's A 
be i 





bassndor at Constantinople, and fer instructions to 
nit to him tor ‘at Urmi if such a course was considered desirable, After 
siderable demu nally gave me the required promise, 

I say ‘Taher Pasha ayain four times before his departure and repeated my 
remonstrances without the slightest result, He told me that whatever happened \ie 
would not return to Urmi, where he had been most uncomfortable in the unsatisfactory 
voiding provided for him. He said he could not abide Mubteshem-es-Sultaneh, wlio 
Hind started persecuting the Sunnis in Urmi as soon asthe Turkish Commission arrived, 
just to show his contempt for the latter. In the, to him, unlikely event of his being 
ordered to resume the negotiations the Commission must meet elsewhere, say at 
Dilmon or Kulwich Shehr im Salmas, if uot somewhere in Tukey, Altogether le 
showed himself very narrow-minded and obstinate old gentleman, 
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T should add that [have no knowledge of the persecution of the Sunnis to which 
het refers, though the considerable influx of Sunni Kurds from the south into 
re town during the stay of the ‘Turkish Commission eaused the townspeople some 








the evening of the 28th Febroary T reeeiyed your telegram No. 14 repeating 
7s telegram No, 46 to the Foreign Olfiee, | at onee wrote to inform 
‘arkish Minister for Poreign Affairs was sending him instructions to 
He promptly replied that he would go to, a Turkish telegraph office 
tfor any instructions there might be for him, and he left. on the following 
io nine for Serai via Dilman, I to-day reecived a telegram from him to say that he 
jd reached the latter town in safety 

Tie relations between the to Commissions have throughout been far from cordial 
Multeshem-es-Saltanch is quick-tempered and not endowed with much tact, while) the 
5 sumption of Taher that all the territory at stake was indisputably, ‘Curkish 
Nr agaravating to bis opponent, The Soujboulak incident was. like oil on the 
nes, and latterly the attitude of the two Chiet Commissioners towards: one anotiier 
semmbled that of the proverbial cat and dog. 

Muhteshem's colleagues do not appear to have counted at all, and he treated then 
so far as my observation went, as mere cyphers. Whatever he did, he did off his own 
Ta and he eertainly reftained from troubling mo with requests fir advice, though T 
snade a point of calling on liim two or three times n week to see i 1 coull be of any wre 
fini to learn how things were progressing. “ ate 
“Taher Pasha also showed great and perhaps unwise independence of his colleagues, 
jel Pasha and Ali Nadir Pasha, Both struck me os able and well-informed men, but 
F, so I learned from Muhteshem, did all the talking, and it was obvious that they 
Tot eitirely agteo with his attitude. I have gathered the same from’ these 
ntlemen theme 

Should negotia 
replaced as head of the ‘Vurl 

















































Da 
‘Th 









‘ons be resumeil it is to be hoped that Taher Pasha may be 
<i; Commission either by Daniel Pasha or some other less 
Ticheaded and more coneiiatory person than hiniself, ‘Phe relations between hin 
A) the Persian Commissioner are such as to render an amicable solution under th 
joint nuspives extresnely improbable even, should his secret, as opposed to his ostensible, 
instructions be modified in a more concilintory sense, 
T have, &¢ 
(Signed) ‘A. C. WRATISUAN 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 57. 


Reply by the Turkish Commissioners to the Memorandum of the Persian Commissioners. 
dated 14 Muharrem, V3 
(Tran: s) . VI Muharven, 1 
"THE ‘Treaty of 1268 on which you again rely in your Memorandun, refers 
exclusively to the frontier and territory of Zohab, Mohimameral, and Suleimanteh, »hivh 
it defines and explains; and the Iird Article whieh you mention is attached th the 
{ertitory and frontiers defined in Article 1 of the same ‘Treaty, so it has matting to do 
With tke territory and frontiers of the districts of Kurdistan between Bayazid ancl 
Suleimanieh, treated of in our first Memorandum. | x a 
Consequently, since you rely exclusively on this Article, the interpretation of such 
things belongs to our superiors, and in order that conduct may conform to the orders 
all hereafter be received it suffices up to repeat our former demand regarding, 
hoiinterference meanwhile with our Kurds. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 


Reply by the Persian Commissioners to the Memorandun of the Turkish Commissioners, 
ay dated 47 Muharrem, 1: 





19 Muharrem, eae 
he Und and THlrd Articles of the ‘Treaty of 1268 are perfectly plat 
oon arn tne lutms of the two States, yet, as the Imperial Ottoma 





Vranslatic 
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snd decide and terminate the cla 
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Commission considered that the interpretation of i i 
c dered that the interpretation of these two Articles helongs to their 
supreme authorities, the Persian Commission, out of respect for your statement, will 
wait (0 he informed of the result of this reference, But T think a renewal of these 
statements necessary in order to remove doubt on two points in your respected 
Memorandum, ig 











First, seeing that the follow 
exclusively on this Article,” t 
when first the Persian Commission asked for proof 
Turkish officials on the territory and property uf Persia, your honourable Commission 
ecided to rely on sacred re anid consequently the declaration which followed on 
the part of the Persian Commission in that matter only copied the example of your 
urable Commission, and there is accordingly no ground whatever for saying th 
dU ourselves to this Article. : aa 
oudly, avhat you siy- about ‘non-interference meanwhile with our Kurds, fi 
order tlat conduct may conform to the orders which shall hereafter be re irate niee 
the ¢ause of areal astonishnent, heeanse i was the: excessive interference of the 
ficial of your Coverument which led to the complaints of the Persian to ¢ 0 
Goverment and resulted! inthe appointment ofan International Commission § 
if wo shut our eyes to the sentiments whieh have trken the place of the equitable 
conduct we hoped for from you, t unexpected declarations and the perversion of 
the real question tout to desizoy the ineonte rights of the P Government, 
ile ayes of your honourable Commission should be directed to the reison and founda. 
tion OL your missions The Persian, Government conplainel ested to the 
Turkish Government regarding the ageressions of your frouticr oflieials on our territory 
anil the injury done to Persian subjects; and the Otowan Government, e tnt 
iat, in view of the friendship between the two States ons on the part of 
is ils were proba, proposed thal, tho tw Commision: shoo he AGG 
inquire into thie Persian complaints, The Persian Government, (hough understand 
hit the acceptance of this proposal would result i La aed 
catise injuly (0 its rights, yet wishing to avoid possible ‘arm to the friendship between 
the ino Slates fron anispected occurrences, aseepted the proposal and formed the 
Commission; anil being, as it still ts, extremely waited for the 
ti he vishted on the amival of the xo Cominissions. But now the Comm 
met, and no sufficient of 
maior of any one of Pers 





xpression has been used, 
Oxtoman Commission mu 










you rely 
to mind that 












































































nts off Persia, 
sions have 
Us liaye een made by your Commission of Inguiny in the 
4 thie complaints, «ind declarations of right will remain in 
slat yuo, si the complaints of my Gosernment have rather been added to by reason 
he advance of Bazil Pasha, Besides this, the Ottoman Comission, which proc 
fa Commission of Inquiry, instead of completely accomplishing. its duties, lias 
Unters on a question outside Ue watter in discussion between the two States, and 
nly auch statements on the part of your honourable Commission will have no 

ol beyond destroying our rights in the eyes of the friends of Persia, 

































Tnolosure 4 in No, 57. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 


(Wranslation,) Tehran, March 28, 1908, 
NULLAMHGd Eitan Uo ueknonlelige:th treedincrlie aura tby uate CIES 
nig the evacuation of Soujlionlak, Althoush the Persian Government has alvays 
citclil to the high officials of the British and Russian Governments sl 
anew given. by the stions and differences arising between 
Turkey, this wrntitule has, on this oecasion, been increased on account of the with= 
duwval of Turkish intruders from Soujboulak, through the joint, assistance of the twa 
Governments, It is hoped that by the goodwill and help of the two Powers the 
frontier ditlerences hetwe Persia and Turkey will soon be satisfactorily settled and 
peace anil hiamony be restored among the frontier inhabitants : 

Tavail, We. 

ned) | MUSHL 
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(12643) No. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 69.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 26, 1908, 

‘THEE first accounts of the attempt on the Shah's life on the 28th ultimo, which T 

was able to send in my despatch No, 44 of the same day, and in my telegram No. 62 

Tee fitlowing moming, require some modification, but I think that the following details 
of the occurrence are substantially accurate :— 


is Majesty left tho Palace by the eastern entrance in an. open shx-horsed 
fe, preceded by a similar vebiclo, and also by « motor ext with tho hood up, 
Tra French chauffeur. ‘Tho procession was headed by a number of Palace 
guanls some of whom also were riding abreast of the three velicles, while Hitt which 
senvesel Ils Majesty was escorted closely by Amir Behadur Jang and M- 

‘he chauffeur appears to have had some apprehensions that an attintat a 
Attempted, for witon in the narrow street n few yards boyond M. Rabino’s ho 
way ayaa step forward from a small side. street liolding, something wrapped in 
Tie hand, heat once put on full speed in the hope of passing, clear of the com 
txplesion, ‘The would-be assassin also must hayo lost his sagfroid, fox the bom) 
Catek the ground before reaching the ear, ani also, somewhat foo far nek to injure 
the driver, who wi “hurled from is seat, but without injury, ‘The cay itself 
was comparativel dmaged, a shattered panel in the body and a large Vole, in 
Tetoad heing the worst injury. A momont later, a second bomb was. thrown which 
fell botw ‘anil by its explosion killed one of the 
Jeading hor 


Sand wounded the other, and at the same time shots were fired from the 
flat roofs of the nearest houses, ‘Ivo persons wer 


























































Killed by the bomb and seven or 
Halt injured, All-was confusion among the Shah's people; Amir Bebadur Jang aut 
ME Chapehal pushed up tothe scone of the explosion, leaving the Shah for a few 
roments quite alone. Both dzevr their revolvers and began firing ab the people on 
Te neHE DUE the lattor was, by his ovwn account, so exeitel, thal though he believed 
He tind emptied his pistol, he nover, as a matter of fact, succeeded in fing a single 
ot ifezand Ammr Behadar Jang suddenly remembered that the Shah was 
ier otected, and hastily returned to find His Majesty getting out of his eotriage, 
then tried to get Lis Majesty into the nearest house, but finding the door barred, 
a \Ghatgtrectf the house of the Shah's heal eonchman, where they, gained 
cipettanee: The Shah was quite ealm at the moment and asked for a glass of water, 
Tat was induced by the suggestion that he might he offered poisoned draught, to 
ihe atrival of his own water bearer, Ie then suggested leaving the house and 
Turning to the Palace, but no sooner had he emerged on the street than two or three 
tic eke fired, one of which is said to. have struck the wall close by, lis Majesty 
Tek iowa rifle from one of the Bakhtiari guards standing by and attempted to 
vitirn the shot, but was prevented by M. Chapchal and Amir Behadur Jang who 
lueeromoniously hustled their master back into shelter, Once inside tho houso, Tis 
Majealy gave way for afew minutes to an outhurat of passion, and ordered that the 
whole quarter should be destroyed ‘and its inhabitants slain. His wrath was soon over, 
aaa eaaasrr ss the firing ceased Ilis Majesty staxted on foot for tho Palace, and on the 
vay was greeted with considerable enthusiasm. 

Triste comewhiat disquieting symptom that, as soon as they became arware of the 
tempt on the Shah's Ife, Amir Behadur Jang's guard bogan to rob, the passers-by 
fh thelstreet and to pillage the neighbouring houses, ‘They even stole two horses from 
a tramear which, however, were returned the following moming. 

Tica lamentable fact that, despite the clicers with which the Shah was received, 
iuumedintely after his eseape the general feoling in the Capital and in many places in 
the provinees also, yas one of regret that the attempt had failed. 

‘On the following day a few arrests were made, but it was generally understood 
that the real culprits, were at liberty ; indeed, no serious effort seoms fo have been 
mhade to diseover them, for it was not till four days after the outrage that it occurred 
to the authorities to take the obvious measure of foreing open the locked doors of ‘the 
House whence the second bomb was thrown, and such was the apathy displayed that 
the Shab was foreed to send a reseript to. the Assembly to stimulate the Government 
into activity. he bombs were of sinall size and mado of thin cast-iron, a fact which is 
lied to prove that they must linve been of foreign origin, as the art of casting in iron 
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is scarcely known in this country. ‘The wildest rumours have been current as to the 
instigators of the altentat ; the first. person on whom snspicion fell was Zil-es-Sultan, 
whose ‘“anderoon” (women’s quarters) windows overlooked the scene; next the 
Averbaijan “Enjumen” was accused, but apparently for no better reason than that 
‘Nabreer, was the city whence the Shah had been most violently denounced during the 
December crisis; but the latest. and most. widely cireulated theory is Hhat the whole 
affair was got up by M. Chapelial, and it is cven said that full confession of the 
coup ling been made by two of the five or six men who were eventually arrested, 
and against whom there seems to be fairly strong evidence of complicity. Towards 
the end of the month public interest was for a few days aroused anew by the murder 
of Kayam-ul-Mulk, and the attempt on his son’s life at Shiraz, but it soon died away 
again, and, at present, there seems to be but little prospect tliat any further serious 
steps will he taken to push the inquiry to a conclusion. 

‘The bomb which exploded on the morning following the attentat, appears to have 
hoon hastily hidden by the would-be assassins, Tt was discovered by the two outdoor 
servants of Sahib Ekhtiar who were removing rubbish. From the injuries they 
received, it scoms clear that they must have been squatting on their heels with the 
homb on the ground between them, 











Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(12644) No, 59. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved Aprit 13.) 





(ho. 70.) 
ate Tehran, March 26, 1908. 
WITT reference to my telegram No. 74 of the 11th March, I have the hono 
report that when T saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 18th instant T 
wiverted to the apparent readiness of the Persian G 
influence in the internal affairs of the country. ‘The latest instance wh 
brought to my notice were the reports that the Persian Gov 
difficulties over the renewal of the contracts of the 
educational and iiments, with, it is said, the ob 
Hing Germans in their places. Tt was not, of course, a matter in which the 
Hegation liad a direct interest, though personally I thought it a mistake to substitute 
new men unacquainted with’ the country or 
acquired that necessary knowledy 
indorsed my own conviction of the 
ied to let his i 
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that is, perhaps Germ 
stration, I repeated the languag 
3 of the 15th March. ‘The recent 
riven both to me and’ to the Russian Minister 
jan Government to introduce German influence 
and Russia had been so far reassuring that we had 
conmunication officially, I thought, however, that 
celleney know that I liad been authorized to make 
that, while Great Britain and Russia had no wish to 
is, they were very firmly decided to prevent the 





ard to the alleged proposals to employ fore 
is briniehies of the Persian Admi 

I have reported in my despateh No. 53 
clainors which his Exeelleney hal 
of any intention on the part of the Pe 
sa set-off against Great Britain 
{ to make t 
it would hea friendly act to let his 
it, as it would show his Excellene 
interfere in Persian internal 
intrusion of any other Power 

is Excellency replied, as he did on a previous occasion, that I was quite 
needlessly alarmed about Gorman aims here, ‘ve ineident of the German school f 
instance, had been very much exaggerated, and had no political significance at all. I 
asked his Exeelleney whether he imagined that Germany was spending money here on 
educating young Persians “pour les beaux yeux de la Perse,” and his Excellency 
dropped that line of argument. He went on to say that his Government was now 
quite alive to the views of His Majesty’s Governinent as regards the intrusion of other 
Powers in Persian affairs, and he would not fail to impress his colleagues with the 
necessity of keoping them in view, As for the question of the French professors, he 
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ras quite ready to give me a formal assurance on belialf of the Government that theve 
wae id intention of replacing them by others of German nationality, T said T was 
wad to hear it, and the decision seemed to me to be a wise one, and T was sure it 
Zauld give great pleasure if made by his Excelleney to the French Minister. 

T doubt it much reliance is to be placed in Mushir-ed-Dowleli’s declarations in 
fhislatter question, [have heard, not from ML de La Martinigre alone, but from quite 
independent sourees, that « 











nat effort is boing made to onst the French in favour of 
German professors, but whether this is the work of the Teutonophil members of the 
vvor of the German Legation Lam unable to say. Tt is, however, by no means 


improbable that Count Quadt would maintain that such action is not Incompatible 
with the declarations of his Government. 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) CHARLES M. 












TARLING. 





(12645) * No. 60. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 18.) 


No. 71. Confidential.) 





Tehran, March 26, 1908. 











Sir, 
FOR the past three weeks reports of grow . 
Bhteshiam-cs-Sultanch had no intention of taking up his post in London, of which 
indeed the fact that he had so tenaciously clung to the Presidency of the Assembly 
‘vas fair confirmation, and'T have on various oceasions urge on Mushir-ed-Dowleh that 
He could not delay his departure indefinitely without a breach of courtesy towards 
‘Majesty’s Government who were already not a 1ittle surp! 
nate sliould have shown no signs of leaving. T made no attempt. to conceal from 
-ed-Dowleh or from “Sultaneh himself’ that one reason fi 
ny desire to see the latter start for Europe was that Twas apprehensive that 
pro-German proclivities might have unfortunate eonseqatences, bub I hve with bollt 
mitucy Iaid. stress on the fact that if Persia desives 1 obtain the assistance of Mis 
Majesty’s Government in financial matters, it is of imp for her to lave 
Representative thoroughly acquainted with the situation here to plead her eauso in 
London. 

Although both Mushited-Dowleh and EI 
taily that the latter would not fail to leave f wediatoly after Novow, 
Fo means surprised when I paid the usual ceremonious visit on that diy 
eh) to learn from the former that Ehteshum-es-Sultaneh has declared his 
nn to Berlin, and would in no case go to London. Lowever, the President 
Uf the Assembly had, apparently, taken no irrevocable decision, for when I sw him an 
Hour later he told me he would start as soon as I thought it necessary. ‘Two days 
afterwards T saw these high Persian dignitaries at a ball at the Russian Legation and 
Doth assured ine that I ultanch would vesign the Prosidency: of tho 
Chamber wit immediately for London, Such would appen 
to be Bhtesh ‘ultaneh's resolution for the moment, but when I suy Mush 
Dowleli the following day I told him him that he would do well to let Lhtesham 
Sultanch understand that by playing fast and loose in this manner he was proparing a 
cold reeeption for himself’ in London, as Iis Majesty's Government would much 
sent being treated in so cavalier a fashion, 

Ehtesham-es-Sultanch’s motives in this business are probably not far to. sevk 
cvery other Persian he is strongly actuated by self-interest, but he has also « 
tain measure of patriotism. Since his attack on the Great Mujtched, Soyeil 
Abdullahi, he has eoneeived the possibility of becoming virtually the Dictator of 
cisin, but the growing popular discontent with the Majliss, due in great part: to lis 
faken ideas of conducting its business, has strongly affected his own position, 
nas it already was by his quarvel with the cli Tn the last few do 
position has been very insecure. Although on recognizing the necessity of se 
an honourable retreat, his natural inclination urged him to Berlin whero his G 
wife still resides, the belief that he could better serve his country by going to London 
combined with his well-known wish to become well acquainted with that enpital, 
decided him at the last moment in fayour of the latter pos 






























n-os-Sulanch assured me 
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Im any ease his disappearance from Tehran will be a serious loss to the German 





T have, &e. 
ned) CHARLES M, MARLING. 








(12646) No. 61. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 





Tehran, March 26, 1908. 
Diith instant, have the honour to 
d report regarding the system and 
fh line, Apyended fo the report are 


WITH voference to my telegram No. 82 of 
transmit herewith copy of Major Kennion’s det 
nuuber of employes on the Kha Seistan te 
anestimate of the cost per mensem of the telegraphs and I ishment and a 

orton the condition of the line prepared by Mr, W. R. 
Superintendent of Relewraphix, It is to be prestimed that 
information, or mast of it, required by your ve! 

L would joint out, with referenve fo the inference drawn 
concluding sentence of section £ of his dexpateli, that M, de Hartw 
iiore than ones thit the local Russian Telegraph Depa 
proposed! exeliange of lines, 

From other passages in his lespateli (notably section 6 («), (0), and (f), pa 
it vould almost seen as ff Major Kemnion ati 
fivetud Risin will stil retain signullers on the line in the same position as that now 

apie by. tle: Brit pallers, 1 should be glad to learn whether this is in 
prdauice with the arrangement contemplated by His Majesty’s Government, Tt would 
ceitainly seem desirable that the Russian signallors should he entirely removed, and 1 
subinil that itis w condition we may well require, seeing that no British funetionaries of 
any Kind will remain on the Pehran—Meshed line 

On one other point I would venture to offer an observation, In section 6 
Konnion suguests that it would be convenient that the control and maintenance o 
Khol-Seistan section should be casrivd out under the general superintendence of His 
Majesty’s Consul for Seistan and Kuin, I ean well conceive that this arrangement sill 
Hive advantages so long as this section remains en ¢air as regards the other British 
teloziaph lines in Persia but if, as is hoped, it should at some time be connected up 
will the remainder of the system by an extension from Seistan to Robat, the Director 
of te hido-Buropean Telegraph, Department at ‘Tehran will probably’ prefer to hav 
iatiagenient of the line tuder his exclusive jurisdiction, 

Thave, &e, 
Signed) CHARLES 































ajor Kennion in the 
ig has informed me 
tment is in ignorance of the 
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ted that alter the exchange has been 





































































M. MARLING 





Inclostire 1 in No. G1. 


Major Kennion to Government of India, 





. Seistun, February 28, 1908, 

[HAY the honour to request a reference to the Govermnent of India’s despatch, 
dated the 16th January, 1905, to [Tis Majesty's Secretary of State for India on the 
subject of the telegraph line from Meshed to Tehran and Seistan 





2. In the fourth paragraph of the above-cited paper it is mentioned that the 
Government of India are in possession of no very defini 





information regarding the 
system and number of employes on the Khaf-Seistan section, I submit, in this connec. 
tion, a copy of a note recorded by Mr. Howson, Sub-Assistant Superintendent of 
‘Pelesraplis, which T trust will he found to supply the details required. 

Tesill be noted that the list of the Russian staff, on the line given in Mr. Ma 
Confidential despatch dated the 2d December, 1907, is correct, with the exceptio 
thie itielusion of the mechanie Constantinow, who worked on the Meshed-Seh Deh sec 
aud who has since been withdian, 

1, As reaards the cost of upkeep, the inquiries T have made elicit the fact that no 
money is handed over by the local Governors of Seistan aud Kain for this purpose, 
‘he Director of Customs, Seistan, has also told’ me that no money is paid from customs 
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revennes. ‘The gholams and line staff are, it seems, paid direct by the Russians; and if 
the latter are reimbursed at all, it is probably from telegraph receipts at Meshed or 
Tehran. It may be noted that the gholams on the southern section of the line have 
recently been complaining of not haying received their pay. ‘The inference may perhaps 
be drawn that the Russians, having failed to obtain reimbursement of sums previously 
spent on this account, and in view of their connection with the line being severe, have 
discontinued payment. 

5, The following are suggestions as to action which it will be necessary to take 
when the line is handed over to us:— 


(a.) At Nastatabad, Seistan, there are three rooms in the same telegraph building, 
set apart for the Persian, Russian, and British offices. At the present ume the British 
office is only used for the storage of material, our signaller doing his work in the Persian 
ofiice. The line goes first to the Russian office, whence it is given to tle Persian office 
by means of a commutator, ‘Phe steps to be taken will be to remove the present 
terminal pole to outside the British office, and to so connect the wires as to place the 
control of the line in our hands instead of as at present in the lands ot the Russians, 
Or else—and it would be preferable as attracting less attention—for ourselves and tie 
Russians to exchange rooms, 

(),) At Birjand, British, Russian, and Persian signallers have hitherto worked in 
the same office, If’ this arrangement continues, no alteration of the wire will be 
necessary, though, when oceasion offers, an endeavour should be made to obtain the use 
of a separate room, and so to arrange the wire as to give our signaller the control of, 
the line. 

If, however, in the meantime the Russians succeed in obtaining a separate room 
for their tape instrument, either with or without the control of the line, ve should, I 
presume, expect them to transfer the privilege to us on the agreement being brought, 
into effect, 

‘he latest information T have received on this suliject is that orders have been 
received from ‘Tehran not to allow the line-wire to go first to the Russian's room, 

(c.) At Khaf it will be necessary to arrange fora telegraph building aud quarters 
for the signaller, ‘The requisite instruments, in order to carry out the proposal of 
separate offices and commutators, will also have to be sent. ‘his point will be further 
touched on in connection with line staff. 

(d.) Although Mr, Howson’s note shows that the line is ill-construeted, it would 
not seem take its reconstruction immediately. ‘This could be don 

3, insulators, and other fittings could be replaced as 1 
become worn out, An immediate n of the line with the view of making: 
estimates for the future and the submission of indents would be advisable, 

() The introduction of telephones, on the line whieh lus heen sfygested by 
Mr. Howson, would seem advisable on all grounds. 

Hie only additions to the British staff on the line, which now stands ns shown 
in the margin,* would be a signaller for Khaf, 







































Both Mr. MeManus and Mr, Howson, who are the Sub-Assistant Superintendents 
4t Scistan and Birjand respectively, have experience of construction work, and the 
deputation of a special inspector from India to look after the line would he superfluous, 
Tt would, however, be necessary to give a special allowance to the individual selected 
for the charge of the line. At present, as Mr, Howson is doing very useful political 
work in Bian) it soems that the best and most conyonient arrangement would yrobubly 
he for Mr, MeManus to have charge of the line as Inspecting ‘Telegraph Master, with 
his liead-quarters in Seistan, whence he would make an annual inspection of the line in 
tlic autunm, I should prefer, however, that a final decision on this point should be left 
pending a settlement regarding the Birjand Vice-Consulate, 

As rezards Khaf, it may be expected, when the exchange of lines takes place, that 
the Kniaz Vachadze will be transferred to this place, and a Russian signaller sent in 
Lis place, In any ease, it would seom advisable that the British signaller sent to Khat 
should have some experience of the country and be able to speak the language, so that 
—as his telegraph work will be small—he may be of use asa newsagent. ‘The post, 
however, will be an isolated one, and should, I think, carry with it a special allowance, 
In this connection 1 would point ont that it does not seem really necessary for cither 
the Russiaus or ourselves to have a signaller at Khaf. A mutual agreement not to 
keep British or Russian signallers there would not, so far as {can see, projudice our 

















+ 2 Sub-Assistant Superintendents, 1 signaller. 
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eal interests in any way, while there would be a material saving of expensc. 
,, however, is a question on which Major Sykes is better qualified to express an 
opinion, 

‘As pointed ont by Mr, Howson, an Indian sub-inspector to take the place of the 
Russian mechanic will be indispensable, 

The line staff of gholam-bashis and gholams should be taken over as they 
stand. ‘Their pay is adequate and their numbers sufficient. As Khaf will be a terminus, 
‘as far as our supervision of the line is concerned, it should be theoretically possible to 
inunage with one gholam at this post instead of two, but in view of a sigualler being 
posted to this place, who would require a peon, I would prefer to waive the question of 
this triflings resuction, 

i, Since the line will remain the property of the Persian Government, it will be 
convenient that its contre! and maintenance should be carried out under the general 
superintendence of Ilis Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kain; ani in these cireum- 
stances, if it is decided to keep a signaller at Khaf, he would, f presume, be under the 
fame controlling officer. This suggestion should not be read to imply a recommendation 
that Khaf, which is at present in the ‘Curbat Consular district, should be included in 
that of Seistan and Kain, ‘This question would naturally depend on the ultimate 
decision arrived at regarding the Vice-Consulate at Birjand and Consular arrangements 
generally in Eastern Persia. = 

7, A statement showing the annual cost of the suggested telegraph and line 
establishment is appended, isd 


mney, Cuts OF thie Fetes, wth inctoures, are being sent to Tehnon, Meshed, aud 
‘Turbat, 




















Thave, &e, 
(Signed) K, L, KENYON, Major, L.A. 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Seistan and Kain. 
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Inclosure 3 in No, Ol. 


Report on the Khaf-Seistan Telegrapi Line, by Mr. W. R. Howson, Sub-dssistant 
Superintendent of Telegrapls, Birjand. 





Line Stores at present in use. 


Wire Gauge-—In my opinion the gauge is as near as possible to, if not identical 
Indian telegraph iron wire gauge No. 12, weighing 300 1b. per mile. 
‘The Russian inspector informed me that the diameter of the line wire was 
tmillim, ‘This would be identical with {ndian telegraph wire xauge No. 14, weighing 
350 Ib. to the mile, This point, however, could id by sending w sample 
of wire to the Telegraph Store Yard, Ca 
Wire: Faulty Construction —In many places ( found the line wire, even in. sumnier 
time, stretched quite taut between the supports, Notwithstanding the short spans 
‘Mt present existing, this must result ina great strain on the wire, particularly du 
the winter months, when occasionally the temperature goes down in some phi 
to zero, 

Joints. —“ Twist” and not “Britannia” joints are in uses 

Posts Kinds, —These are of poplar and pine (yernacaiar names “Salida” poplar, 
and“ naju” sometimes called “Sary" pine), 

Posts: Dinensions.—The posts average 20 fect in length, and are buried 3 fect in 
the ground, ‘The average girth at the top is # inches, and at the base 19 inches, 

Posts: Where Obluinaile and Rate—Both kinds of post are obtainable at Khat 
at the rate of 20 krans (rupees 5; 14) each, aud a limited number of poplar posts in the 
Sunnikhane district at an average rate of 10 krans (rupees 2:16) each. 

Posts: Cost of Traisport.—The cost of transport per post from Khat 
50 kkrans (rupees 23 £8 ; 6), aud that of poplar posts from 
be about 35 krans (rupees 10 : 4: 5) each, 

Die posts are carried down and disturbed shortly after cutting; whereas, if they 
‘vere alloned to dry where cut, the cost of transport would be much less, 

The munber of poplar posts obtaivable in the Sunnikhane district would te 
sullicient for our yearly requirements for the portion of the line from Sihdeh to Seistan, 
‘aud it will only be necessary to indent on Khaf for the northern section, 

Posts: Numbers per Mile—The Russians lave adopted, fom information 
received frou the Russian inspector, 16 posts to the verst, which works out to 
21-15 per mile, 

‘The reason for such a high proportion is due to the prevalence of white ants, 
whieh freely attack the portions of the posts buried, It will be readily understood 
that the nearer the posts are to one another the less likeliiood there is, when a post 
breaks off, of the wire sagging so near to the ground as to be within reach of 
camels, 

Posts: Average Life-—I should set down the average life per post as sev 
though the Russian inspector seems to think it only five years. It is interesting 10 note 
iat the posts situated in the Hamun last much longer than on dry land, 

Tusulutors and Brackets. —he iuswiator (see Diagram No, 24) is an ordinary poreelain 
cup, and is fixed by means of cement to one end of a curved: stalk, the other end of 
which is screwed into the post. 

T have found these insulators and stalks answer the purpose very well, 11, 
liowever, the same pattern is not stocked by the Indian Government ‘Telegraph 
Departuient it could be replaced, as oceasion demands, by the kind used in India (in 
Kashmir, for example), In this case, of course, brackets and backs would also have to 
be supplied. 

Technical A list of the telegraph offices on the Tine will be found in the taples 
attached, 

Circuit. —All the offices are joined up for ordinary “open circuit” working, 

Listrunents,—Each office is fitted up with a Morse set, consisting of relay (resistance 
50) olins), sounder, key, and galvanometer fitted on a board. Also a two-plat lightni 
dlischarger and a four-bar switeh or commutator, All the instruments are by Me 

jemens Bros., London, 

Swiich—OF all the above-incutioned instruments the switeh is the only one w 
calls for particular mention, on account of the part it plays in the ‘tapping 
messages. 
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‘This switeh, vide Diagram No, 1,* is used for joining the line “direct” or for 
©K.0,,” ie., keeping oven, With plugs inserted in holes 8 and 4 the line is joined 
direct, and with plugs i 1 and 2 both sides of the line are connected with the instru- 
inents, When, hovever, a station is working with one side, the plug connecting the 
other side to the instruments is removed, and that side remains “ insulated” until such 
time as the plug is reinserted or the line joined “ direct.” 

It is very easy to interpolate the “receiver” of an intermediate office by simply 
connecting a wire hetween the serew at one end of bar G and the earth serew of the 
receiver, and at the same time throwing off the earth connection. 

Mhe plugs inserted for this interpolating would be 1 and 4 or 2 and 3. 

By interpolating the “reeciver” an intermediate office can easily “tap” any 
telegrams that may be exchanged between an office on one side and another on the 
other side of the intermediate office, 

Batteries —The battery in use at present is the “ Medinger,” a variety of the 
© Daniell.” 

‘This class of battery has been introdu 
battery formerly used by the Persians. 

In my opinion the * Minotto’” is, if anything, proferable, as it requires less super- 
vision, anil cannot be so easily tampered with by the Persian telegraphists, the majority 
of whom know yery little about technical telegraphy. 

Should the ® Minotto”” battery be adopted by'us the necessary sawdust is obtain- 
able in Meshed, limited quantity of stydust (mulberry and walnut) is. also procur- 
able in Birjand, but L think that if.an order be placed in advance by the local sawyers 
suflicient could he collected for all tie offices on the line, he extra cost of earringe 
from Meshied would thereby be saved. 

Line Staff: Pe + Staff —ables 1 and 2 show the present distribution of the 
Persian line establisiment, 

Persian Line Stuffs their Salary 
following rate per mensem 



































by the Russians in place of the “ Minotto” 























—The Russians pay the Persian line staff at the 








Ghiolam-bushi, 170 krans (60 rupees). 
Ghiolam, 100 krans (rupees 29 : 6 : 7). 


‘Mhe above rates cannot be reduced compatibly with efficiency, and 1 propose that 
the same rates be retained by us. 
‘he salary of the gholams includes the upkeep of a horse. 
Russian Prspectors.—Whese have their head-quarters at Khat and Shusp respectively, 

















their sections being from Meshed to Sch Deh and Seh Deh to Seistan (Sch Deh is 
situated almost midway between Kain and Birjand). 





{twill he seen that the Russian inspectors have selected as their head-quarters 
places almost centrally situated in their sections, heir reason for the same is obviously 
1o mjore eliciently supervise the line, 

British Inspector—L think one British inspector would be able to supervise the 
whole line from) Khaf to Seistan; but hie should be allowed one sub-inspector, to whom 
T shall allude in a separate paragraph 

British Inspectors his Duties.—he duties of the inspector would be to arrange for 
‘a supply’ of posts, the submitting of iudents and supervising the annual repairs of the 
line, anid the technical arrangements of all telegraph offices, 

Sub-Inspector : why Necessary.—Au Indian Mahommedan sub-inspector would, T 

be absolutely necessary to carry out the annual maintenance repairs under the 
sion of the British inspector. He would also instruct the gholam-bashis and 
ihe preparing and maintaining of batteries, the making of joints, and, in 
wot, in all the routine work necessary for them to know, 

British Teleyraphists: Horo they may be Utilized to Assist the Inspector—he British 
{elegraphists at Seistan and Birjand could when necessary issue orders, on an inter- 
upton neering to the wholany of the ofles neared tothe fault fo proceed onthe 
ine, 




















































Miscellaneous, 





Telephones—As the gholam-bashis at Buniabad and Bandan are unable to signal 
‘on the Morse iustruments, itis absolutely necessary that they should be supplied with 
telephones to ascertain the state of communications, and it would be consequently 













* Not printed. 
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necessary for the inspector, sub-iaspictor, aud British telegraphist to be also supplied 
‘rith similar instruments, $0 as to be able to communicate with the gholam-bashi 

Telephone : Pattern, —he most svitable telephone in my opinion is thit by Erieson, 
of Stockholm, the same as is used by the Indo-Duropean Telegraph Department on the’ 
Kerman-Robat wires, 














(Signed) W. R. 1LOWSON, 
Sub-Assistant Superintendent, Telegraphs, Birjand. 





Tnelosure 4 in No. (1. 


‘Tanue (1) showing present Line Staff, including Persian Telegraphists. 
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12647) No, 62. 
F Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 
». 73.) 





Tehran, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 36, Confidential, of th 
tlie Konour to transmit herewith copy of the identic note addr 


March 26, 1908. 
26th ultimo, Thi 
ad to the Porsian 

















¢ term gholam-bashi would correspond with our Tadian tel eto, and tliat of 


igeapli sub 
i our Indian line-rider. 
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Government by the Rns: 
in the present admi 
received from the Minister for Foreign Affai 

The reply is not so satisfactory as could be wished, It certainly states that the 
reports of a contemplated change are without foundation, but it does not give any 
assurances that a change will not be made in the future. In view, however, of the 
repeated verbal assurances which both I and M. de Hartwig have received from 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Government have no intention of dismissing the present 
Belgian omployés, and replacing them by other foreigners, I think it unnecessary to 
press for more explicit assurances in writing. 


jan Minister and myself relative to the possibility of a change 
ration of the Persian customs, and also of the reply T have 























~ Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 62, 
Tdentic Russian and British Note communicated to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, March 6, 1908. 
_ ALTHOUGH formerly the Persian Government had given a solemn assurance to 
this Logation that there would be no change in the system of administer 
customs, according to reports now current it would seem that some alterations 
joned administration are contemplated. I therefore have the honour to 

im the previous assurances, and, should this report be 












request your Bxcelleney to ¢ 
incorrect, to deny it. 


_Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 62, 





Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 





ation.) 4 March 19, 1908. 
TN reply to your note of the Gth instant, inqniring as to the change of the state of 
tho enstoms, [have the honour to state that no steps have been taken to change the 
condition of the customs, and the rumour is unfounded. 

Tavail, &e, 
(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 











(12648) No. 63. 







Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 


te ‘ ‘Tehran, March 27, 1908, 
| THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual Monthly Summary of Events 
in Porsin for the Inst four weeks, including an account of the proceedings of the Persian 
Parliament, 

_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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Inclosure in No, 63. 


No. 8—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for week ending March 27, 1908. 


Tehran. 


‘The National Assembly. 


‘The Cabinet, reconstructed as follows, attended the House on the 29th 
February :— 


Minister of Interior and Premier. Nizam-es-Sultaneh, 





ee apa Vislicnle sm ae mt. Monyed-es-Sultanch, 

PITTS sae eee mace Sani-ed-Dowlch. 

A Foreign Affairs. . of Mushit-ed-Dowleh, 
War v.  Zafiar-es-Sultaneh, 


Commerce and Customs, 
°  Hdueation” .. se ve Mukhbi 


+. Motamin-ul-Mulk, 
-es-Sultaneh, 





During the debate which followed, the question of the employment of foreign 
aulvisers for each Ministry was discussed, Condolences were expressed with the Shah 
‘on the previous day's attempt on his life, and His Majesty was congratulated on his 
lucky eseape. 

On the Sth March the Regulations respecting the import into Ghilan and 
Mazanderan of silk worm seed were discussed at some length, and the arrangement 
‘vas described as a “concession” accorded by the Government to Mohtashem-es- 
Sultaneh, 

t the sitting of the 7th March a lengthy Reseript of the Shah was read, in which 
His Majesty urged the Assembly'to insist upon the speedy-arrest of the persons who 
attempted his life on the 28th February. 

On the Sth Mare, at a secret sitting, the corruption of which some of the Deputies 
had been accused by the press, was discussed for over two hours, and it was strongly 
urged by the new Deputies that a full inquiry should be held. ‘This was agreed to by 
ineral show of hands, but so far no inquity has been made, 

"The most important sitting of the month was that of the 10th March, at which the 
Foreign Minister was interpolated by: Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab concerning the Anglo- 
Russian Agreement, and by Taki Zade respecting the German School project, Hussein 

Jeavoured to show that the Persian Government had protested " against 
© Agreenient, and he expressed surprise at Lord Crowe's statement to the contrary in 
the House of Lords on the 10th February, A. full translation of the debate on this 
subject is annexed to this Report, Regarding the subyention agreed to by the Persian 
Government for the German School at Tehran, Taki Zade stated that. the House was 
awainst the grant of the subvention of 12,000 tomans a year to the school by the 
Persian Government, and asked on what pround the nation's money had been granted, 
‘The Foreign Minister evaded responsinility by throwing it upon the Minister of 
Education, and left the House under the erroneous impression that the Shah had agreed 
to pay the money out of the Civil List. No mention was made of the undertaking 
to pay the subyention out of the Customs revenue. It was decided that in future 
no grants of the kind should be mado without the full authority and sanction of the 

louse, 

‘A letter from Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Shah's brother, who had again been 
placed tinder arrest, was read, asking the House whether it approved of his arrest 
without Tt was quite apparent from the debate which followed that the 
Prince, who led the rebellion in Lauristan last summer, nad no sympathizers among 
the Deputies, 

‘Dhe President still retains his seat, though his unpopularity is increasing, 











New Governors. 





|-e8-Sultan as Goyernor- 





‘The most important change is the appointment of the Zi 
General of Fars, who left for Shiraz on the 20th instant, 
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Aln-ul-Mulk has been appointed Governor of Ispahan, and Serdar Motazid (Belijet- 
ul-Mulk) lias left. for Kerman, Zahir-ed-Dowleh, ‘the popular head of the 
“Dervish” fraternity, and lately Governor of Kermanshah, has been appointed 
Governor of Resht, 


The Press. 





‘The Medjlis newspaper has published several articles on Russo“Turkish relations, 
in which considerable intimacy with the internal conditions of Russia, but ignorance of 
‘Turkish polities, is displayed, ‘The articles are throughout extremely hostile to Russia, 
and lay great emphasis on her internal troubles and financial embarrassments, 
Discussing the military preparedness of the two countries, and comparing their internal 
difficulties, which are described as greater than those of Persia, the writer comes to 
the conclusion that Turkey would be victorious in case of a war breaking out between 
them, 
‘The “ Habl-ul-Matin ” has not lately published anything about the Anglo-Russian 
Agroement, nor has it attacked the Russian Legation, but has devoted its pages to 
internal affairs, 

Alll the newspapers haye expressed horror at the attempt on the Shah's life. 

A leading newspaper has written at some length, and in no flattering terms, of 
Germany's position among the European Powers, 














General News, 





Tn consequence of a disagreement with the Board of Di 
Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank, has offered his resignation, 
M, Bizot arrived at Mehran on the 22nd March, 


(Signed) 


tors, Mr, Rabino, the 





, P, CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary, 


Deliate on the Anglo-Russian Agreement in the Persian Parliament on March 10,1005, 


Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab, CB, sai 





1 that some time ago much criticism was 
passeul in the British Parliament on the subject of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, and 
the “‘Times” in giving an account of the debate in the House of Lords on. the 
10th Rebrunry, stated that Lord Curzon, in the course of his eriticisms on that part of 
the Agreement which related to Persia, had observed that it was desirable to know what 
viow Persia took of the Avreement, Lord Crewe, who replied on behalf of the British 
Government, said that the Persian Government had not uttered one word in protest 
against the Agreement, ‘This statem in the highest degree astonishing, as it was 
tmnderstood, as soon as the official news of the conclusion of the Agreement was received 
in Persia, that the necessary protest would he made by the Persian Government. He 
moved! {0 ask the Minister for Foreign Aflairs for information as to what stops had been 
taken in the matter, 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh (Minister for Foreign Atfairs).—* "This subject was discussed in 
this House in October last, and I then stated, in reply to inquiries, that the Russian and 
British Legations had sent copies of the Agreement to the Foreign Ministry, and that 
after Naserul-Mulk’s Cabinet had considered it, an answer was drawn up, a copy of 


whieh was sent to all the foreign Representatives at the Shah's Court, ‘The’ purport of 
this note was as follows : 


“As this Agreement has been concluded between Russia and England, it is 
evident that its terms will concern these two Powers sho have signed it, ‘The Persian 
State, in view of the independence which she possesses, will consider her interests and. 
Fights in general entirely free and protected from the influence or effect of any kind of 
Agreement which has been or may be concluded between two or more foreign Govern 
ments regarding Persia. Regarding her relations with the friendly States, Persia. will 
observe the policy of the open door for international commerce, in accordance with th 

stipulations of the sicred Treaties. Regarding loans the Persian Government. will 
faithtul y observe the Agreements entered into with Russia and England,” 































































Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab—Tt is therefore clear that the Persian Government 
made a formal protest at the time, and that Lord Crewe's statement in Parliament was 
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nae in pursuance of politcal consierations of his own, and does ot concer Peri, 
it is quite apparent that a protest was made, i 
for WWhien these mallers were being. discussed in the Briish Pavliamont, Lord Crowe 
stated that the Russian, Government had_ given a separate documentary assurance 
regarding the Persian Gulf to the British Government, containing a recognition of the 
British position in the Persian Gulf, Tt is my opinion that no one in this Kingdom 
approves of the conclusion of Agreements between the friendly Powers respecting 
Persia, although any diseusion which may pass between them, or any Agreement they 
may conclude without our sanction has no significanee, It would, however, be as wel 
for them to consider the feelings of the people of this country, and not to offend them 
by such proceedings, as Perrin has commercial and frieudly relations with all the 
countries of Europe. Has the Foreign Minister any information on the aboye- 
wentioned separate Agreement ? ” ; a 
Ment fuskiral-Dovelek-—\ Thitho copy of the Agreersent which ng sent t» the Foreign 
Office there was no mention whatever of the Persian Gulf, and no mention was made of 
this matter (o the Foreign Ministry, No protest was therefore called for, 
Hussein Kuli Khon Nawab—* Phe foreign newspapers in. general write very freely 
about Persia, although the Persian people have always observed, and now observe, their 
elations of friendship.” om 
ere: Regarding the Nawab’s remarks on what was said in the 
British Parliament, and what was written in the newspapers, I would observe that the 
foreign press often publish matters which are not in strict accord with the truth, 
but answer political exigencies, and this is a ease in point, Moreover, a protest, such ns 
was called for, was made and was published in the newspapers.” : 
Seyed Hassan Taki Zade—* This question is of some importance, A matter ix 
jcated to the British Legation, which in their turn communicate it to their 
1 Office and to the appropriate quarter, How does it come about, therefore, that 
the British Parliament it is so blatantly asserted in this manner that the Persian 
ernment have offered no protest?” He went on to say that the reason such a 
misstatement could be made was that there was no Persian official newspaper in whieh 
the Persian protest could have been published, and urged the institution of such a 
wajujon tHe, sald cian con elaaintes © Tu nocd uenueay that they do not hear our 
est because they do not want to; and we must protest in w much louder voice if we 
wish to be heard.” . 
Mirza Agha Mujahid —“ As this speech was delivered by a part 
sl purposes of his own, it is not necessary to study it very carefull 
y further.” 
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‘Phe subject was then dropped, 


Tabreez. 


During February Tabreez vas fainly quiet, ‘The local authorities seemed to have 
ined the upper hand, and to haye been able to attend to their work. ‘Their orders: 
were carried out, and police patrolied the streets. 





Astrabad. 






‘The Governor of Astrabad, the Sepahdar (Minister of ‘Telegraphs), is reported by 
the British Agent to be taking very energetic measures to keep the unruly Turcomans 
of that district in order. 





Resht. 


Writing on the i0th March, His Majesty's Vice-Consul stated that Acting 
ors Mobtaslem-ul-Mulk and Serdar Homayun have both resigned. New 
political societies were being formed daily, and trade was at a standstill, ‘The town was 
unsafe at night, citizens being attacked and shops looted, 











Meshed. 


1. The Russian Bank is organizing a Russian hospital, for which subscriptions are 
being collected, It is proposed to have a large staff, including nurses. 


(1580) f 
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2, It is reported on good authority that the Russians have posted two detachments 
of Cossacks with three guns on the Darragez frontier, This is probably owing to the 
disturbances in that district during which the office of the agent of the Russian Bank was 
broken open. 

M, de Giers informed Major Sykes that the Russian Secretary from Tabreez. had 
been appointed Viee-Consul for Seistan, and that M. de Klemme would probably go to 
the Foreign Office to take over charge of the Central Asian section, while M. Dat 
from Tapaian, would come to Meshed 

4, The Governor-General ordered illuminations in honour of the Shah's escape, but 
the order was disregarded. ‘The general opinion was that had the attempt been 
successtul the illuminations would have been justilied, ‘The Goveruor-General informed 
Major Sykes very confidentially that upon his appointment to Khorassan, His Majesty 
secretly instructed him to upset matters in every way. 























Purbat-i-Hayderi, 


1, The disturbance reported in last_ month's summary proved to be less serious 
than there stated, ‘The matter was settled hy an apology from the Governor and 
the local Assembly, 

2, ‘Pwelve Russian Cossacks arrived about the 15th February, of whom six were to 
go on to Scistan and six to remain at Turbat. 

8, Dr. Otto, the Russian doctor, has been relieved by Dr. Rosenbaum, 

‘4, he Governor of Turbat being pressed for the revenue by the Governor-General 
of Khorassan early in March, took reluge in the Telegraph Office. 

. imour Khan was wrongly. stated to haye been in charge of a caravan on 


the Yeu) ron, He is engaged in robbery on that road, and has fifty to sixty men 
with him. 








Ispahan. 


1. The Russian Consul-General recently held several meetings of native merchants 
At the Consulate after dark, His purpose was not known, but the Aghas suspected him 
irring up the people against them. ‘They accordingly denounced the merchants in 
the Mosque, and ordered a boycott of Russian goods. 
2, Ala‘uleMulk, while on his way to Kerman as Governor, was appointed Governor 
of Ispahan, 


3. Mr, Barnham, on transfer to Smyrna, left Ispahan for Bushire on the 
11th March, 


4, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan, on his way to Shiraz, arrived at Ispaban on the 24th March, 








Yesd. 





1, A mad Seyed, of anti-Buropean tendencies, has several times annoyed the 
Furopean officials of the bank, even attempting to pull one of them off his horse, ‘The 
Acting Governor has been requested to restrain him. 

Zhe town remains without a Governor, and a telegram received on the 
11th March stated that numbers of villagers had arrived in the town and were parading 
the streets, ‘They wished to take refuge in the British telegraph office, but were 
dissuaded. Unless they soon receive some reply to their petitions to Tehran, it seems 
likely that an outbreak against property and Parsees may result. His Majesty's Chargé 
4d’ Affaires is making representations on the subject. 





Seistan. 





1, Some uneasiness has been caused to the Persian Government by a tour made by 
the Aijghan Governor of Farrah in Chakansur on the Seistan border. ‘Their apprehen- 
sions appear to be groundless. ‘The Governor is said to contemplate establishing frontier 
posts at Yezdan, Maliki, Gulwarda, and Lab-i-Shur, 

2, Five Turks arrived in Seistan about the 10th Pebruary from India by the Nushki 
route, ‘They stated they were deserters from ‘Turkish troops in the Yemen, and 
proposed to stay in Persia until they could return in safety to Turkey. 

3, The Governor of Birjand is stated to be on very iriendly terms with the Russian 
doctor there, Major Kennion adds that we have no one of sufficient standing at Birjand 
for the Governor to call on, 














4, During January there were miny Kainis buying grain in Seistan, Grain was 
reported to be very ehieap in the Farral distit, but its export to Persia isnot allowed 
Te the 1th February M. Bothian informed Major Kennion that he had received 
04 actions to allow the export of 2,000 klarvars of grain. Tt is unlikely that traders 
il avail themselves of this permission unless the export duty and passport: fees are 
reduced. 

FA new canal has been completed by the Afghans from Dehfurjin to Dalnardi, 











Kerman. 





1, Barly in February four men entered the house of a Parsee merehant at Rafsinjin 
andafter plundering his ‘shop of 1,500 tomans worth of money and goods, fired at him 
ai vevolvers and left him for dead, ‘The Parsee managed after some hours to reach a 
Tend’s house, wliere, being unable to speak, as one bullet had lodged in his thront, he 
sete an account of thé occurrence. ‘The wounded man was brought into Kerman, where 
Wivas found that he had six bullets in his thront and jays. Hopes are entertained of bis 
Feeovery,. OF iate, both in Bam and in Kerman, Parsees have been maltreated by rough, 
They appealed for protection to His Majesty's Consul, who obtained from the Deputy 
Governor a promise that he would do what he could, 

3, During February Kerman continued in a disturbed condition, the Ad 
Sultan’s retim to town leading to fresh disorders, ‘The Ala-ul-Mulls, who had been 
Appointed Governor, bub was transferred to Tspahian while en rowe to Kernan, as 
sevoeded by Sirdar Motazid, ‘This appointment was unpopular, and led to the closing of 
the bazaars. 

A. Two Hindu traders were, about the 15th February, robbed by five mounted men 
of 1,300 tomans worth of property a few miles from Malun, 

“t, Kabuter Khan, the second stage ont on the Yezd ronil, has recently. be 
‘and the post horses: stolen, 

5, Assud-ed-Dowlch, Governor of Baluchistan, arrived in Bam on the 7th Februnty 
swith some Khans and sixteen Baluchis. 























n looted! 





Kermanshah. 





1, The arrival of Seyed Akber, 1 reactionary Mullah, from ‘Tebran led to some 
disturbances in the first week in March, ‘The Acting Govemor, however, restored order, 
ad the Seyed vas, in accordance with orders from ‘Febran, expelted ani! sent to Kerbels 
{lis Majesty's Const is of opinion that the Shah's supporters are numerous in 
Kermanshahy and thatif civil war broke out the tribes would also be found on his side 
The Guran district has lately been in a state of disturbance owing to quarrels 
among the lieutenants of the hereditary Governor, Mansur-tl-Mull 

‘he Vali of Pusht-i-Kuk was reported lately to be at Anarck, near Zorbatich, 
with his troops. 

1, Fathves-Sultanch, father-in-law of Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh, recently raided and 
captured the town of Khorremabad, He looted all the property of the Governor, who 
taok refuge in the house of the Chief Priest. ‘The Governor of Luristan is nephew of 
the present Prime Minister, Nizam-es-Sultaneh. 

3. Ammunition and military stores continue to arrive at Khanikin from Bugslal. 
arly in March there were said to be 2,000 troops there, mainly Rediff. 





























Shiraz. 





1, Sahib Ekhtiar, Governor-General of Fars, arrived at his post on the Sth Februaty, 
In an interview with His Majesty’s Consul, he stated that he thought the Kavam-u!- 
Mull’s return to Shiraz would cause trouble, ‘The Kavam arrived on the 20th February 

chran. On the 7th March the Kavam was shot in his own court-yard, five bullets 
‘i'n sixth killing a servant who tried to save his master. ‘The Ka 

Tninutes later, ‘The assassin then shot himself in the abslomen, bit 
risoned, Mr. Grahame went to the Kavam's house as soon ax he 
Feceived news of the affair, ‘The two sons of the Kavam (Salar-es-Sultan, aud Nast-ed 
Dowlch) informed him that the murderer, one Nemetallah, had recently been in the 
service of Motamid-i-Divan as coachman, ‘They threatened vengeance on Motanid 
Divan as the author of the crime, and produced a piece of paper said to be taken from the 
















ecnred and 

















pocket of the murderer on which was written ‘murderer of Nast-ed-Dowleh.” They 
Yeclared they knew whose the writing was, Mr. Grahame begged them to check any 
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15 on the part of their followers. ‘The murderer died a few honrs later, after having, 

to Kavam’s sons, confessed that Motamid-i-Divan and the Lari Seyed had 
instigated the crime, Mr. Grahame next interviewed the Governor-General, who was 
much perturbed, and practically abdicated his powers in favonr of the Kavam’s sons. 
Next day Mr, Grahame found the Governor-General rather less perturbed. His Uxeel- 
lency summoned Motamid-i-Divan to the palace for examination, and he was brought 
there after dark under a strong escort, On the 9th March, at the obsequies of the 
Kavam, Salar-es-Sultan was shot in the thigh, and one of the leading priests was also 
hit, it is said by the same bullet. ‘The priest died the same day, but Salar-cs-Sultan is 
recovering, One Seyed Ahmed Dastaki, a leader of the faction opposed to the Kayam, 
wos'said to have fired the shot. He was killed ; his body was then gibbeted, drenche 
with oil and burned, and the remains were thrown in the town ditch, It is now asserted 
that the Seyed did not fire the shot. On the same day the Kayamis demanded the 
blood of the Motamid+i-Divan from the Governor-General, but only received an evasive 
roply. ‘The 10th passed quietly, and by the 11th March public opinion, at first favour- 
able (o Salar-es-Sultan, had turned against him, 
uultan having been appointed Governor-General of Fars, has left ‘Tehran 
for Shiraz, Meanwhile the situation, if no worse, shows no signs of improvement. 

2, 'Plw Bushire road, after being closed for a month by disturbances, was opened 
again on the 17th Rebruary, Posts are once more arriving in time. 











































Persian Guir. 
Bushire, 













1, ‘Tho money which was subscribed in Bushire last year and sent to Tehran towards 

stablishment ofa National Bank has been returned to Bushire and paid back to the 
bers, the project having fallen through, 

‘Tho Mollahs have formed an Enjumen of their own, called the Shaukat-ul- 
In the local \ssombly the representatives of the Mollahs, of the mercantile 

munity, and of the gentry ha ed, Tt is believed that the Gorernor is 
ly. working agninst th l 

‘The local Agent. of tie Persian 































oreign Office has been appointed to wateb 
eral during the absence of the Consule 





‘4, The oppression by local Chiefs on the Bushire-Sh 
haat rou has recently formed the subject of repre 
to the Persinn Government, 

4. Whe local Assembly hav’ 
of the revenue and expenditu 





road of muleteers using 
entations by His Majesty’s Legation 











13 emanded from the Direetor of ( 
of the Customs Department, the latter declined to 
furnish the intormation asked for, ‘Phe local Assembly then referred the matter to 
‘Vehran, ‘Iho Binance Minister, in reply, informed them that the matter was beyond 
their province, but they could ask the Governor to give them the information, This the 
Governion dedlined to do. 

6, Herr Kurt Jung, German 
His movements fort 


toms the detail 





























ner ial Delegate, arrived on the 11th February. 
subject of a separvte despatch, 










Bunder Abbas. 

















It is stated that the local Assembly has made representations to Tehran, pointing 
out that the British Government has exclusive use of the telegraph line, and requesting 
the opening to the public of a telegraph office on the ground that the want of one is a 
Hindranee to the trade of the port, ‘This representation is stated to have originated 
With Sadid-e-Sultanch acting at the instigation of the Russian Consul, 

‘The Russian Minister lias telegraphed to Sadid-es-Sultanch not to interfere in 
matters that do not concern him. 














Mohammerah. 









1, Abdul Masih Antaki, editor of the “Al Amaran,” of Cairo, who cppears to have 
come on a begging expedition, received a money present from the Sheikh of Moham- 
merah, He was acquainted with Abdul Wahab Pasha, of Bussorah, but was afraid to 
go to Turkish territory for fear of being arrested, 

2, Enrly in February deputation from the Bakhtiari Khans visited the Sheikh to 
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cawe him of their friendship and their desire to come to an understanding with him’ 
aay ihe Khans were represented, ‘The Sheikh said he would make an agreement with 
them, and advised them to haye a common policy and to secure the peace of their 
istricts. ‘i ? 
Gistricts, Bakhtiari Ikhani was in February eollecting a foree to make a retalatory 
raid on the Kubgelu tribe, 







Anon. 







‘The Oil Syndicate has closed its vorks at Mamatain, ‘The Indian guard has 
accordingly been posted at Maidan-i-Munaftun, 
(Signed) ©. B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attache. 
















(12650) No. 64. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiver! April 18.) 






Sir Tehran, March 27, 1908, 
 \WHTH reference to my despatch No. 68 of the 25th instant, T have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Mrs Consul-General Wratislaw, reporting on 
epresentations which he his made to Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh for the 
nent of Sunni Kurds in Persian territory, Mr. Wratislaw’s action 
at the instance of the Turkish frontier officer, who,| on his departure from 
professed to be apprehensive for the fate of Sis when he was no longer 
to protect them, 


















considerate t 





T have, &¢ 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 









Tnclosure in No. 64, 





Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 
we mM Urmi, March 6, 1908, 
THAVE the honour to report that, two days after the departure of the ‘Turkish 
Commission, Memdouh Bey, ‘Turkish Consul at Khoi, who has been here for some little 
tine hoping for his recognition by the Persian Government as Ottoman Representative 
Pitret, brought mea letter from Taber Pasha, dated the 20th February (the 
Tie left), of which the following is a translation :— 


“Our Mussulman subjects say that just now they are in great danger, Although 
‘decided between the two Governments that our officials should have the right of 
tion to prevent oppression of Sunnis, Persian eubject, who ive in Kurdistan, 
you know what the Persians are like. ‘They do not regard such things, but do just as 
they please. Also they refuse to recognize the mission of Memdouh, Bey, who has come 
hore, Last night our subjects raised a great lament, so T thought of asking sor othing 
Of you till our return, or till orders come about Memdouh Bey. With your permission 
‘ll explain it. As there is no one here now to protect our subjects, please do what 
aan, and your position allows, not officially but as an act of grace, to prevent, their 
harmed, should they request protection. Memdowh Bey will give you details. 


Ttold Memdouh Bey that of course I had no right to interfere officially on behalf 
of Turkish subjects or Sunnis generally, but that I would advise Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh 
ina friendly way to do all in his power to prevent any annoyance to them, At the 
same time 1 remarked that nothing had come to my ears of a nature to justify Taher's 
fears on bebalf of his co-religionists in the town, though T had heard of a recent attack 
on a party of Kurds returning to Soujboulak by the inhabitants of some Persian villages 
‘on the road, who had killed one or more and robbed the rest. _Memdouh Bey in, reply 
insisted on the danger to which Sunnis were exposed at the present time, without, 
however, citing any particular instance in support of his assertion, 

Tealled the same day on Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh, and, without mentioning Taher’s 
appeal to me, spoke in general terms of the position of the Sunnis and the uppre- 
hensions under which they appeared to be labouring. I pointed out to hin how 
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desirable it was that the frontier question should not be further complicated by any 
Untoward ineident connected with them, and suggested that it would be politic to show 
thom special consideration under present circumstances. 

Mubtashom assured me that he was fully alive to the exigencies of the situation, 
aud that he had taken and would continue to take all possible precautions to prevent 
tiny molestation of Sunnis in the town, Te had already had twenty of the villagers 
fupposed to he concerned in the attack on the Soujboulak Kurds imprisoned, and had 
{tetioned soldiers in their villages to prevent the recurrence of such incidents. 

Timderstand that Memdouh Boy's record is such as to make the Persian Govern- 
ment unwilling to have him represent Turkish interests here at the present crisis. At 
the same time the existing Turkish Vice-Consul (as he calls himself, though he is only 
f correspondent) is a Nestorian, and carries no weight at all, and it is natural that the 
Porte should desire a more competent Representative 

“The outrages of the Shekoik Kurds on the Salmas road have begun again with the 

cep them in check seem unable to do so. 
Thave, ke. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


























approach of spring, and the soldiers sent to 








(32651) No. 65. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 13.) 
(No, 77.) 
ir, Tehran, March 27, 1908. 

‘THOUGH the past four weeks hiaye not produced any very marked alteration in 
the gencral situation, such change as is apparent is, T regret to say, for the worse 
rather than for the better. 

‘Aftor the unsuccessful attempt on his life, the Shah, in spite of the advice which 
ie allagad te have hoon urged on him by somo’ of the reactionaries at the Palace, has 
remained apparently passive, and his relations with the Assembly have been 
accompanied by less friction than at, any other period. Tt is too much to hope that 
this isthe result of any change of Tis Majesty's feelings towards his Parliament ; it 
is rather the vesult of the atfentat, and perhaps also of the consciousness that the 
¢yfojlise”” is becoming so digeredited and sinpopular that it may die a natural death. 
‘Phe Assembly has continued to lose ground in public esteem, partly on account of its 
own inherent inefficiency, but. partly also owing to the ill-judged efforts of the 
President. to improve its working. “His preference for conducting business in, the 

‘of Committees has oxtended to the ordinary sittings of the House, of which 
closed doors; and he has further issued 

‘As he possesses 
vith the Deputies, this apparent design to veil his proceed 



































the removal for 
Fars, ‘hore ca 
Accession to power in one way or another as a possible solution of Persia's difficulties, 
fad that he readily lent himself to the idea, He was consequently an object of 
distyust to the Shah, who was tnxious to be rid of his dangerous relative and pressed 
iin to go to Enrope fora season, Zil-es-Sultan. possibly meant to do so, for he went 
so far as to ask the Russian Minister to get a a 

convey him. from 
announce his impending departure, However, the nest morning I received news 
vhich convinced me that His Imperial Highness had abandoned the idea of leaving 
Persia, and the rumours that he was to supersede Sabib Ekhtiar at Shiraz left no 
doubt about the reason for his change of plans, I think His Imperial Highness was 
really desirous of obtaining the appointment—he is said to have paid Nizam-es- 
rea de 6000 tomans for tt—but hesitated to jeopardize his game at the capital by 
withdrawing toa distant province. When at last he made up his mind, he took his 
Aeparture most abruptly, in fact it was not generally known till the following day. 
His Imperial Highness is travelling with extraordinary rapidity, having reached 
Ispahan from ‘Tehran in four days, T took no step to influence him one way or the 
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other, though it is probable that a word of adviee from the Legation would have 
other ed Iie decision; on the whole I hope that, the appointment will turn out to be 
the best in the circumstances. 

‘feo confusion which followed the murder of Kavam-ul-Mulk in Shiraz showed 
that Sahib Ehtier had not the qualities necessary to govern, that turbulent town ; 
eet Governor in fact completely Tost bis head and I fink itis nob too much to « 
aa oor vandly sufficiently brought out in the necessarily, brief necount of the 

‘nin the Monthly Summary, that it was primarily owing to the energy 
‘and tact displayed by Mr. Const Grahame, aud his personal influence in fhe town, 
and eorious fighting did not ensue, In quicter times Sahib Ekhtiar might make a» 
iecllent Governor but as he is of a timorous disposition and lias not the money to 
fad the troops which the Goverament had boon unable to send him, { thought it 
rier not to comply with his request for the support of the Legation to maintain hits 
His office, and merely urged the Government to fake such measures as they coull 
ioe Stain order, Ziker-Sultan at. all events possesses many of the qualities which 
Sauib Ekhtiar lacks : he is very wealthy, can probably mise a sufficient force of men 
pan among his villages at Tspahan to enforce respect for his authority, and is reputed 
fromave been a strong Governor. Conditions have, however, so much changed that it 
+o ita out that what passed for strength is merely the tyranny of a man wielding 
absolute power, and I regard the Zil's success in ‘Shiraz as by no means certiin, 
Should ha fail, the Bersian Government will find ib exceedingly difficult to discover 
successor to him, 

From the gonoral summary it will be seen, that though there have been no 
serious disorders; a condition of peacoful anarchy continues, and there is no sign that 
the Central Government is any more able than formerly to 

T have, &e. 








oceurrenc 







































(Signed) OHARDLES M, MARLING. 
[12593] No. 66, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 
(No. 182.) p 
Sir, Sr. Petersburgh, April 6, 1908. 


* L HAVE the honour fo transmit herewith copy of an aide-mennoire whieh T have 
received from the Ministry for Forcign Affairs in regard to the subsidy, whieh 
Tae been granted to the German school at ‘Tehran, ‘lhe Memorandum states 
that the subsidy is provided for out of the Privy, Purse of the Shu, aud that therefore 
fr protest on the part of the Governments of Great Britain sud of Resin would 
Aphear to be superiiuous for the moment, Int that if in tho futuro the enone 
wirsnuies were pledged to the above object there sould then be full justifleation for 
Tepresentations being made, From Mr, Morling’s despateh No, 58 of the 25th ulin 
PeMould soem that the payment of the subsidy is to be made out of the customs 
Hovonues, and if you consider such a course desirable, T might nequaint M. Tevolsky 
lhe the diseovery which was made by Abbas Kuli Khan and suggest that, the 
{Wo Governments should convey to the Persian Government a warming of the nature 
iiitieated in. your telezram No. 88 of the 80h Murch, You may, on the otlier hand, 
ii of opinion that the Peisian Goveroment have already heen suficiently wwakened by 
Hr areata to a sense of their responsibilities and of the risks which they may 
bya eontinunee of their present, tendeney to subsorve German interests, and that 
if may bo suficient, if T were simply to acquaint ME Tevolsky with what passed 
Hotwen the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and Mfr, Marling, and subsequently with Abbes 
Kuli Khan, 































































Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


Se 
Tnelosure in No. 66. 


Memoranduin communicated by the Russian Ministiy for Foreign Affairs to British 


Embassy. 





TL parait que Ia question d’un subside annuel de 7,000 tomans pour I'éeole 
‘Allemande de Tehéran, formant Vobjet de V'aide-mémoire de 1" Ambassade Britsinnique 





TT 





—__— 
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du 10 (23) Mars, 
Dornant pas 2d 
prise 2 son insu 








person 





difficile dans Iaquelle 
Dépuiés que le subside serait préle 


Saint-Pélersbourg, le 20 Mars 


a provoqué de vifs débats au Médjfi 
liner ce projet, a énerziquement protes 





Min de sortir dune 








Dans ces conditions ime protestation 
Russie devient. superflue, semble-t 

fin les revenus douaniers, les deu 
ne pareille mesure, se be 














i tronvé, Te P 








ei que VAssemblé 
‘ontre une pareille décision 
© manidre ou dune autre de In position 

ident de la Chambre a déclaré aux 
yar Sa Majesté le Schah sur ses sommes 











de la part de Ia Grande-Bretugne et de la 
1 était déciié 4 Vavenir datlecter A cette 
vvidemmient fondés & protester contre 


ant sur les droits qu’ils posstdent sur ees revenus. 
2 Avril), 1908. 
































(12594) 
(No. 183.) 
Sir, 


relative to the 






fered for 





Momoran 





sequently addres 
the same t 
wire to Sh 





Tsu 
which wi 








and Sh 
cting the exchange of the telogg 
T hardly expert. that M. Isvolsky is yet in a position to reply in detail to the 
iuin which 1 communi 
would not be inopportune to remind him ¢ 
the method of obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to the proposed 
exchange should be left to M. de a 


0 info 
whrud, a 
moment was now fi 
while M. de Hartwig and Mr Marling wer 
would no doubt be able to deal with th 


tlie dotails of the exchange, 


No. 67. 


MR. MARLING was good enough to repeat to me 1 


f the Persian Gov 
hrud, and to the 








«d-a private letter to 
ning him of the desire 


















ouralile for approach 





ed to him on the 2 














Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 


si 





Petersburgh, Aprit 7, 1908, 
i im of to-day"s date 
went for the erection of a second wire 
rable opportunity which appeared to be 
phi lines in Persia. 









fy 









d ultimo, but T thought that it 
on which had been made that 






of the supa 


ig and Mr, Marling to determine. 1 con- 
drawing hi jou to that point, and 
bof the Persian Government to erect a second 








il of the opinion expressed by the two Representatives that the 


ithorities at ‘Tehran, T added that 
, he 
oned 


ng the 

© treating with the Persian Governmel 

e questions detailed in my above-mn 

ange could be effected without delay as soon 
¢ with the general principle. 

» the Memorandum 

taken as to 















T have, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
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No, 68. 


Indiu Office to Foreign Office—( Received Aprit 13.) 


secretary of State for In 
for Foreign Mfairs, 


nilia presents his compliments to the Under- 
‘and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 


Pctatle herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of # telegram 
A Vieotoy, dated the 7d instant, relative to the eapture of the Dayir pirates. 


India Office, April 11, 1008. 








Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


Inclosure in Ni 





India Office, Apirl 7, 1908. 


Your telegram of the 17th ultimo, 
es of Khan of Ta 
srument by His Majesty's Minister at 

as heen done, so that Khau m 


ander Rig will be conveyed to Persian 
‘Toran, who will let Major Cox know when 
informed by the latter. 
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sion, therefore, of British’ employés 


in regard to the withdrawal of Russia 





as the Memorandum of thi 
1 \-Meslied line in aed to British 






af, and Russian employés to have similar access to sect 

proposed in 
Russian 

ment of the Sist August, 1907, 

‘as in no wise contemplated in the expr 

red to upkeep, &e., and arrang 

wal of all employ 

‘nclosure to my despatch No, 132 of the 

signallers as constituti 
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[12878] No. 69. 
Sir A, Nicolson to°Sir' Edward Grey.(Received April 13.) 
(No. 71.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, April 13, 
EXCHANGE of telegraphs. My Memorandam of the 28rd March. 
T have received an unsatisfactory reply from the Russian Government. T 





to the arrangements proposed in. regard to transfer of Telran-Meshed line, 

oe it is: obsorved, in. complete harmony with Article I of the Arrangonren 

states that the Tine should pass to the ssn Administra: 
he 


1907, whi 





British Administratio 


1908. 
t agrees 
as they 
tof the 


mn, ‘The 


to the use’ of the line is but a. logical 


naturally flowing from the principle established in the above Article, 


Av ezards tho Meshed=Seistan line, the: Memorandum observes that our py 
‘n employés from the section south of Khat are 
Ssconformity with Article IL of Arrangement: of the Bist August, although the 
‘hdravwal is compensated by the proposed removal of Brit 

Rial, But the Memorandum argues that as the line is to be handed: over by, the 
Russian Administration on the same conditions as at p 

yés are at present allow: 





tish 
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nt exist, and as 
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is, in my opinion, incorrect, ‘The 
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ments with the Persian Governm 
nut, suggested by our or 
th’ March, 1907), and the yer 
‘of friction was always our idea, 
jan Government sharcd, 
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find expecially to the fist three paragraplis of it, whieh was imelosed in my 
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F do not propose to ente 
Je able to consult with you personally in London, and as the 
of British sig 
vont of India, but L fear that our case on this point has been weakened by the 


e 14th June last. 
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No. 70. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received april 13.) 





En clair, Tehran, April 13, 1908. 
ISTRY resigned. 
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(No, 99.) 


Meshed 
March. 














offices between Khi 
Discrepancies 





[1580] 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recsived April 13.) 








and Seistan, 
in the agcounts given by His Majesty's Consuls in Sei 
ve prevented me from replying sooner to your telegram No. 





(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, April 18, 1008. 
EXCHANGE of telegraph lines, incidence of expenses, and information respecting 


‘istan and 
i of 23rd 
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‘The following information, the accuracy of which Major Sykes confirms, has now 
been received from Major Kennion :— 


1. Khaf—The Russian Inspector has a dwelling-house, for which he may pay 
rent, and which he uées as office connected with the line. It is a Persian office at rent 
of 300 krans por annum. 

2, Tho office at Buniabad is the property of the Government. 

; Kain—A Persian office at a rent of 360 krans per annum, 

 Birjand. —Same conditions as above, but the rent is only 240 krans per annum. 

 Sarbisha.—Also same as foregoing, but only 72 krans is paid for rent, 
6, Shuap.—The office belongs to the Governinent of Persia. ‘The same room is 
used by the Nussian Inspector, who also lives on the premises. 

7, Nolo —One hundred krans is paid by Persians in rent. 

8, Bandau—The office here belongs to the St: 

9), Seistan.—The office is also Government property, and the Russians haye a 
room in it, 

Tam informed that the Persians pay the office rents. 

‘The Russians have no separate ollices apart from the first-mamed exception, i.e., 
the building at Khaf 

With reference to the payment of the office ronts, Major Sykes telegraphs that, 
necorting to his information, the Russians refund to the Sipahdar the money paid for 
rents by the Persians, 





(12627) No. 72, 


Sir Rdward Grey to Sir <t. Nicolson. 
(No, 100.) 
(Pelographic.) Foreign Office, April 14, 1908. 
SUBVENT 
With reference to vou 
s Charge dA 


lesirable,  Tvould, therefore, propose that instru 

of the two Powers to inform the Persi 

customs revenues are pledged, we shall, in virtne of the 
priority of our Hien on those revenues, expect to be consulted, and that unless this i 
Fone the two Governments will le forced to take steps in concert in order to provide 
for the safety of ‘their interests. 
1 “We profor, in view of tho opinion expressed hy Mr. Marling, that alll reference to 
M. Bizot or to the German school should be eliminated, 





9763) No. 73, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


No. 87. 
ae Foreign Office, April 14, 1908. 

ON the receipt of Sir C, Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 152 of the 16th July, 1907, 
relative to the claim of the Persian Transport Company against the Bakhtiari Khans 
for sins due in connection with the Ahwaz-tIsfahan road, L caused a letter to be 
addressed (0 the Company, embodying his observations on the statement of accounts 
submitted by them in their communication of the 17th May, 1907. 

1 trauisinit to you herewith copy of the Company’s reply to that letter, from which 
it appears that they adhere in all respects to the attitude which they originally adopted 
‘on this question. 

‘As regards the accounts for expenses ineurred for inspection and repair of bri 
and for aniounts due for instalnients aud interest on eapital expenditure on construction, 
You will observe that the Company renew their complaint respecting the refusal of His 
Majesty's Government to sanction the calculation of interest at @ higher rate than 
G percent. ‘They state that they are unable to find in Article 2 of the Agreement for 
the construction of the road any provision altering the rate of interest paid on overdue 


= Seo Part XIII, No. $95, 


[12972] 
The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Officr.-—(Received April 14.) 


Dear Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, April 13, 1908. 
SIR THOMAS JACKSON has just called, and asks me to write to you regarding. 
the Customs of Kermanshah, 
The Bank is supposed to receive the customs receipts at Kermanshah and to. 
nsfer them to Tehran for the credit of the Persian Government. We cannot, 
however, be sure that we receive the full amount collected at Kermanshah, and we are 


ninable to say what unaaaen of the-amount the Bank is permitted to retain. Tn the 


iionth of February last we were informed by the chief manager of the Bank in Tehran 
iat a sum of krans 470,732'80, which was credited to the account of Haji Huse 
Aga Amin-i-Zarh in October and November last year, was paid out of the Kermi 
‘customs receipts. 
Lremain, &e, 
(Signed) i, NEWELL, 
Manager. 
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amounts, and they point out that that rate, in Persia, is usually from 12 to 15 per cent. 
ay that by acquiescing in the lower rate on which His Majesty's Government insist they 
would simply be offering to the Khans a strong inducement to continue in their debt. 

Tt is doubtless true that the Article cited does not contain any specifie mention of. 
overdie amounts, but neither are such amounts specifically excepted from its operation, 
and it would therefore appear that His Majesty's Government cannot do otherwise than 
adhere to their refusal to permit the charge of a hieher rate of interest than 6 per cent., 
inspite of the effect which this decision is likely, in the opinion of the Company, ‘0 
produce on the attitude of the Khans towards their liabilities. 

‘As regards the charge for repairing and painting bridges in 1904, they protest 
against the refusal of His Majesty’s Government to permit interest to be demanded on 
{his account, on the ground that it has never been presented to the Khans, and they 
point out that the responsibility for the omission to present it rests, not upon themselves, 
hut upon Mr. Preece, who was at that time His Majesty’s Consul-General at Isfahan. 

Itis true that Mr. Preece refused to present this account, and the reason for his 
rofusal, as shown by his despatch to Sir A, Hardinge, No. 57 of the 30th December, 
1904, was that he considered the charge excessive. Sir ©. Spring-Rice and His 
Majesty’s Vice-Conful at Ahwaz considered, how 's shown in the former’s despatch 
iniler reply, thal no exception could be taken to the several items of the account, and 
the Company were informed on the 10th October that these were unobjectionable. As 
you will observe, note is taken of this statement in their present letter. 

‘Phis inconsistency in the attitude of His Majesty Government is unfortunate and 
places them in an embarrassing position, ‘They must either admit to the Company that 
they refused to present to the Khans an account, the items of which they now recognize 
to he reasonable, or they must urge the Khans to pay interest on a sum which they were 
not given the opportunity of paying when it first fell due, 

‘Nhe interest at the rate of G per cent., sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government 
would appear to amount to about GO/., and you are aware that the account has now beer. 
presented to the Khans without it. 

Tn these circumstances the best course to pursue for the present would appear to 
take uo further action until the Khans have paid the account as presented to them, when 
the Company may be expected to reopen the ques jon. 

‘As regards the interest and instalment laimed on the 3,000/. spent by the Company 
on the road in excess of the sum provided for in the Agreement, it would be dificult for 
{lis Majesty's Government to recede from the position which they have taken up. 

he Company do not, apparently, contend that the eensent of the Khang 
obtained to their proceedings in this respect, and must therefore be held to 
expended at their own risk, any sum laid out without that consent, even though this may 
have been done, as stated, in the best interests of the Khans, Any attempts to induc 
those Chiefs to udmit a moral liability in respect of the payment of this account, suck 
as the Company desite should be made, would appear to have but little prospect of 
success, 

‘The Company renew and support, by an elaborate argument, their plea for permission 
to adopt a sterling basis in their trausactions with the Khans. 

‘They were informed on the 12th February, 1904, that the Khans were within their 
rights, as defined by the Agreement, in insisting on payment in Persian curreney ; and 
though in their reply, dated the 81st March of the same year, they state that they 
nover would have consented to the adoption of a silver bas 
they do not appear to have repudiated a gold basis in Persian currency (ie., paym 
tomans) ;and their former account, presented on the Gth April, 1904, to His Maj 
Government, was calculated on that basis. 

‘There would, therefore, appear to be no reason why His Maje 
should abandon the attitude which they haye adopted on this point. 

Finally, the Company decline to waive their right of receiving payment at Ahwaz, 
though they give no reasons for their refusal. 

Thaye to request you to furnish me with your observations on the points raised by 
the Company in their letter, and particularly on the question at issue in respect of the 
charge for repairing and painting bridges in 1904. 
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Tam, &. 
(Signed) 





3, GREY. 
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(9757) No. 74. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Companv. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1908. 

1 AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jettor of the 18th ultimo, relative to certain suggestions made by you in. connection 
with the Ahwaz-Tspahan road, and the remarks thereon offered by His Majesty's Vice- 
Consul at Ah: 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that a copy of your communication will be forwarded 
to His Majesty's Charge d’Mffaires at Tehran for his information and that of Captain 
Lorimer. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(9763) No. 75. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 1A, 1908. 

1 AM directed by Secretmy Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jonor of the 19th ultimo, relative to the claim of your Company against the Bakhtiari 
Khans for sums due in connection with the Ahwaz-Ispahan road, 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that a copy of your communication will be forwarded 
ty His. Majesty's Chirgé d’Mffaires at Tehran for any observations which he may have 
ty offer upon th. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





\13097] No. 76. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— Received April 15.) 

(No, 100.) 
(Volographie) PD. Tehran, April 15, 1908, 
| SII} A, NICOLSON'S telegram No. 71. Exchange of telegraphs. 

We propose to, requiest our telegraph directors to broach question at once with the (13097) 
Porsian Government, as the Rassian Minister sees no reason for delaying matter 

Mave T your approval in this course ? (0.80) 
-- (Volegraphie) P. 


(12819) No, 77. 
Foreign Office to India Off 





Sin, Foreign Office, April 15, 1908. 
WITIT reference to my letter of the 4th instant relative to the exchange of the 
control of telegtaph lines in Persia between His Majesty's and the Russian Govern- 
Edward Grey to transmit to. you herewith 
aires at Tehran relative to the 


le in the letter above referred to to 
sulor at St. Petersburgh to make no 
necting their control over that line, but 
1 the particulars furnished subject, Sir E. Grey is disposed to 
‘io action on Mr, Marling’s telegram, which will, however, he of use for purposes 
$f comparison with the Russian statement when itis received. 
Tam, e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(1580) 


No, 76%. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 


Foreign Office, April 15, 1908. 


T APPROVE course suggested in your telegram No, 100 of to-day’s date with 
reganl to the exchange of telegraph lines, 
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[12878] No. 78. 
Foréign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1908, 

WITH reference to my letters of the 4th and 7th instant relative to the proposed 
exchange of the control of telegraph lines in Persia between His Majesty's and the 
Russian Governments, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith decypher of a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,” 
reporting that he has received from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs a reply to 
his Memorandum of the 23rd ultimo, which in some respects is not satisfactory. 

The point in M. Isvolsky’s communication to which Sir A. Nicolson takes exception 

relates to the retention by each Power, after the exchange, of signallers on the line 
controlled by the other, to which the Russian Government attach importance, and 
which they consider to be implied in the Agreement signed at St. Petersburgh on the 
Bist August, 1907. 
i .stion is now under consideration by the Government of Tndia, and as 
si olson will shortly have the opportunity of consulting with Sir B, Grey 
personally with regard to it, he proposes to abstain for the present from further 
discussion of the point with the Russian Government. 

In view of these considerations, and of the fact that the settlement of the details 
of the exchange by negotiation at St. Petersburgh is not in itself n matter of great 
urgency so long as the consent of the Persian Government to the saction can be 
obiained at Tehran, Sir B. Grey is disposed, subject to the concurrence of Mr, Secretary 
Morley, to follow the course suggested by Sir A. Nicolson. 























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








[13229] No. 79. 
Memorandum communicated by Mr. J. D. Rees, M.P., April 16, 1908, 
‘THERE has always appeared to me to bo considerable doubt whether the 


ngements between the Persian and the Russian Governments in restraint of 
ssion in 











the Russian line is declared neutral, somebody may obtain, or be put to obtain, a 
Coneession, very likely of a bogus character, for a railway or a road from Bushire, 
Lingah, or Bunder Abbas towards Shiraz, Yezd, or Kerman. ‘There is already a 
Concession for certain roads, including Ispalian to Bushire, and for “trains Renard” 
all oyer Persia. A Persian holds this, and has power to dispose of one-third of it. to 
foreigners, At any rate, those interested in Persia would feel very much easier in 
their minds if applications were made for Concessions on our behalf, which would at 
any rate block any application preferred on behalf of the Russians, who have come so 
far south, or on behalf of the Germans, who are striving to raise the capital to bring 
their railway on to and beyond Bagdad, If the Convention is to be pigeon-holed and 
the Russians allowed to work quieily down to the Gulf through the neutral zone our 
position will be hopeless, Something definite should be done in the way of 
eeupying the ground in South Persia, and pegging out our claims while the door is 
still open, 

‘The Persian ‘Cransport Company, a British concern, which already has Conces- 
sions and guarantees between Moliammerah, Ispahan, and ‘Tehran, ought to. be 
encouraged to complete their system of communications as soon as possible. ‘They 
might also apply for the necessary Concessions to the south-east of the present sphere 
of their activities. Means of transport should be improved by the construction of 
roads, or eventually, in the distant future, perhaps railways, in the British and neutral 
zone from the Gulf littoral towards Ispahan, Yezd, and Kerman. 











* No, 69. 
[1580] s 
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It is desirable, moreover, so far as is feasible, that the general finances of the 
Country shou'd be improved, and the customs and land revenue placed upon a better 
basis, Probably this might be done by means of co-operation between the British and 
Russian bunks, Sir George Mackenzie suggested to Sir Charles Hardinge that if 
these banks co-operated, and contented themselves with banking profits, properly 
secured, a barrier would be raised against the possible intervention and intrigues of a 
third nation, 

‘The Concession for a good trunk road from Bunder Abbas 
‘appears to he very necessary. Otherwise the trade of these centres will be 
northwards, It should be possible to arrange with the Persian Government #l 
a torm of years the roads should beeome their property, in return for a guarantee of 
interest upon the capital expended, ‘This intorest evuld be provided out of the 
Surplus customs revente, for inproved communication would doubtless provide a 






















Kerman to Yezd 



















suyplus, uit gunrintee by the British Government would doubtless he 
requived, risk would not be yery great, for tae Persian guarantee, if unpuid, 
could I d to their debit, and remain a charge upon the roads, being repaid prior 





to their being hauded over at the termin 

Some steps of this nature are ne vif the Convention is to result in any 
coumercial advantage, or rather if advantage is not to be taken of it to « 
etrinent. In the present condition of Persin it would be hopeless to exp 
40 be invested there without a modest guarantee: hut as we have lost 
want of granting a small loan on very good security on a former occasion, it is possible 
that the Governient will be willing to rise to the occasion now that fower books are, 
‘at; proportionately higher prices, for sale, ‘The action of Russia in the Middle Kast 
and in the Far East is in great contrast with our own but of course they have not to 
got Parlinment for sanction for t 
do so in the past. Tf once thore are proper commun 
mont of the north by Russia will do,us no haem, and might indeed result in gond 


but untess communications are improved, trade will surely be dive-ted to the norihern 
outlot, 





fon of the C 



























De 







(Signed) D. REES. 






‘Travellers’ Club, London, 
April 11, 1908, 













(13176) No, 80. 


Indin Office to Foreign Office. —(Received tpril 16.) 






Sir 








, India Dice April 15, 1908, 
TAM ilirected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, as to 
the proposed exchanye of tel amd of your subsequent’ letter 
forwarding copies of the telog uubject noted in the margin.” 

Ty reply Tam to say that Mr. Secretary Morley concurs i 
objection need he taken to the 1 request for the erecti 
Sharud, and that the occasion may be taken by the f 
‘at Toliran to approve tho Por 
thoexchangeof thelines, Tt 

































the view that no 
on of a second wire to 
mand British Representatives 
ent with a view to ol ng their consent to 
Marling was instructed by telogram No. 78 
of the 11th instant to ¢ ‘ussian Minister as to the steps to be taken. 

ds the reply of 1 Coverument, reported in Sir A, Nicoléon’s 
71 to the Memorandiim of the 23rd ultima, Mr. Morley seos no objection 
Sit A. Nicolson's proposal not to raise the question of the retention of ‘the siguallors 
th the Russian Government til he has discussed it here during his coming visit. 


‘The Government of Tndia have been informed by telegraph of the substance of the 
Russian reply. 


Ast 
the steps 
assumes thi 
decided, 





































































action at Teliran in respect of the details of the exchange—apart from 
ssary to obtain the consent of the Persian Government—Mr. Morley 
nothing will be done till the question raised by the Russian reply is 









_ Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
















* Nos $1, 87, 98, 39, and 09, 
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113267) Soret 


lson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 16.) 





Sir 4. 
So. 72. 
tree aaa) Si, Petersburgh, April 16, 1908, 
THAVE recetyed Memorandum from Russian Goverment stating that Russion 
Minister at Tehran, has telegraphed that Imperial Bank of Persia has sequestered 
customs revenues of Kermanshah as a guarantee of sums due to it by the Persian 
Jovernment. 4 
Go verusian Government state that these revenues ary amongst those whieh r 
Joans concluded in Russia, and that sequestration injures rights of Russiin, bank. 
Morvoyer, Kermanshah is in Russian zone, and customs revenue therefore should only: 
be affected to Russian loms, It would be regrettable if one Contracting Party does 
ot conform to, provisions of Convention of tho Bist August, ay it might. fomy 
precedent for thind Powers to mortgago Persian customs revenues, which are wnder- 
Stood to be exclusively effected to British and inssian loans, If Kermanshah reventies 
are t) serve as guarantee for payments to Imperial Bank, a portion of reventes, of 
Persian Gulf cistoms would be set free, and Persian Government might take 
alyantage of this to conclude some finuneial transaction which might he debriniental 
to both Great Britain and Russia. Memormndnni addsythat Russian Minister has 
of British Chargé d'Affaites to the danger of some such combination, 
uggested it would be equitable if Imperial Bank sequestered revenues of 
Gulf customs and handed over to Ru ian Dank revenues of ixer uhnali British 
16 (Affaires is said to have expressedl his entire concurrence with this view, 
oar Co Reramient nase acre! ihe observations of Russian Minister is 
unquestionable, and would be glad’ fo have opinion of His Majesty's Government on 
the subje 
(Sent fo Tehran.) 





rantee 









































































[13202] No. 82, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Aprit 16.) 
Fialogenptie) 7 Tehran, April 16, 1905. 
GERMAN schools, Your telegram No. 100 to Sir A. Nicolson. ‘ 
Tf, as 1 gathor is contemplated, joint communieation is to be verbal, Russian 
Minister is quite prepared to act as proposed, but he is rather averse to.0 joint note, as 
he thinks that such a step on the part of Russia would hardly yot he justified by thn 
ircumstances. y 
GUNA joint verbal communication may well, L think, protuee the de 
venture to submit that a note in the sense Siyggestedd in the third ya 
telegram No. 94 will better improve our own position 


































(13270) No. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received april 16.) 
Rahs 
Ore creeps. P. Tehran, April 16, 1908. 


OXIDE Concession on Island of Siri, eee 
T have received following telegram, dated the 14th April, from His Majesty's 
Consutl-General at Bushira:— 


“Haji Mirza Ali Asgar, son of Haji Ali Akbar, of Manchester, has, 1 learn, been 
instructed to endeavour, in his personal capacityas Persian subject, to obtain a Concession 
from tho Persian Government on the Island of Siri for the extraction of red oxide, 
Although obtained by a Persian subject, if it is intended that the British firm of Haj 

i Akbar and Sons, Limited, of Manchester, will exploit the Concession, British interests 
ill presumably be benefited. Question of status of the island would, on the other 
hand, be affected by grant of Concession, as we have not definitely conceded to Persia 
sovereignty over it. If it is now decided to lot applicant for Concession take his chance 
and not to intervene at Tehran, I venture to suggest that a specific guarantee that the 
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Concession will be controlled by them as a British Company, in British interests, and 


will not be transferred to, nor shared by, any fore i 
wl aot be trans yy, any foreigner should be obtained from the 


‘The Persian Government are showing a disposition to dispu i 
_ The. 3 wing a dispositio te our ri 
this British firm, eae e: es 











(13176) No. 84. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Si 





q Nicolson 
(No, 108) ss 


(Melographio,) B. 
EXOHANGE of Persian toleg! 
As suggested by you in the I 
13th instant, 1 





Foveign Office, April 16, 1908, 








paras 
question of siguallers mi 








raph of your telegram No. 71 of th 
be allowed to stand over. 








113176) No. 89, 


Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


P, 


Foreign Office, April 1¢ 
Blof Porsian tolog ge Oise ap 





saplis, 









Duplic ition of wire to Shalirud will meet with no objection from us. 
Referon telegram No, 01 of the 7th in 
(18176) No. 8b. 





Sir Eiinard Grey to Mr. Marling, 







Foreign Office, April 16, 1908. 





Te would ho bet 
No dvtion should be 
aining their eons 





we details of exchange for discussi St. Petersburgh. 
i hoyoud approaching Persian Government with a view 











(18267) No. 87, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 






Foreign Office, April 16, 1908. 





reported in the tolegram No, 72 of the 16th 
i, Petersburgh, seems to be well founded, 
to an arrangement for securing the pa 
Thiperial Bank on some port in the south, Please report by telegraph wh 

misidor most suitable, “ 

Payinouts: on the Russian loan are not nov, I presume, being effected by 
of the Bushire customs, 





nstant, from 









15 to the 
-b port you 














version 
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(13430) AG S8, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 
(No. 103.) 3 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 18, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of telegraphs. ‘Telegram No. 71 from Sir A, Nicolson. 

Following addressed to Indian Government by His Majesty's Consul in'Seistan :— 











“Retention of Russian signallers istan-Khaf section, and British signallers 
at Mested and/Tehran. ‘Your telegram No. 217. 

“T consider it desirable:that the Rnssian signallers on. the section between Seistan 
and Khaf should be withdrawn,,but it would, in my opinion, be preferable, if this. can 
only be secured by the withdrawal of our signallers from Meshed and ‘Tehran, that the 
sian signallers should remain, otherwise we should be entirely dependent on Persian 

ers at Meshed and ‘Turbat-illaidari, Our control wonkd only commence at 
Khaf, and the linking up of Seistan with Central Persia line would not therefore help 
snatter as regards Meshed and Trbat-i-Haidari. 

“The presence of Russian signallers would not be a serious evil, provided that, 
after the exchange has taken place, Russian privileges on the Seistan line are strictly 
limited to those wehhave now, and we, on the other hand, are put in full possess 
their rights, 

“The signaller at Tehran is at present subject to Indo-European Department 
les, and is not a Goverment employé like those on the line hetween Meshed and 
(See my diary, 28th January, 1907.) ‘This now projudices our position. on 
‘chran~Meshed line to some exten 

“Ty would be preferuble that the sigualler at ‘Tehran should be directly under the 
Legation and free from the above restrictions if, after the exchange has taken place, we 
maintain our siguallers at Tehran and Meshed." 


































(13443) No) 88: 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Receive! April 18.) 
(No, 104.) 
(elegeaphic) P. 
NCHANGE of telegraphs. My inmiediately pro 
. 71 from St, Petersburgh. 
His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Meshied telegraphs following 


i(lidrawal of signallers from ‘Telran-Meshed line. Your telegram 
ned their own employés on Meshed—Tehran 


‘Tehran, April 18, 1908. 
ing telegram, and telegram 











for all Consitlates would be 
rien are withdrawn from 1 
Russia intends to obser ion, the isola 
ijore open to objection than Russian signallers 
No, 106c has my full concurrence. Tn view of Persian incapacity, 1 think Rus 
will consider retention of telegraphists by both Powers as reasonable, if not necessar 














SS SS 
(13451) No. 90. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 18.) 





(No. 105.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. Tehran, Aprit 18, 1908, 
EXCHANGE of telegraphs, My telegrams Nos. 103 and 104 of the 18th instant, 
Views of His Majesty's Consuls at Meshed and Seistan have my eoucurrence, but 
I would venture to offer an observation with reference to last paragraph of Kennion’s 
telegram. 
T sce no advantage in signallers being under Legation, and it is at request of 

















Logation, in pursuance of policy if non-interference in internal polities, that present 
supposed restrictions are imposed on siguallers of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department. 





[1580] T 

















(13452) No, 91. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 18.) 
(No, 106.) 
(Telegraphic) DP. Teheran, April 18, 1905. 

SUDA. NICOLSON'S telegram No. 72 and your telegram No, 84 of the 16th 
Bank Loans. 
ly the object of the Russians to obtain receipts of the Kermanshah 
customs for service of Russian Bank's advances in eurrent account, Tt appears to me 
that the argunent is misleading, ‘The Russian lien on customs would appear, 

ng to the Memorandum, to be in respect of advances of Russian Bank i 
count as well as of Rus s, whereas the latter o 
Jorstand that Articles 4 and ynvention apply to thi 
other northern customs amp orvice of State h \d.so long as these 
‘re regularly maintained as heretofore the revenues of Kermaushah are free, and hy 
accepting thei w violating the Convention, 

Nhe Russian Minister's statement that Lagreed to proposal is incorrect. 1 merely 
expressed concurrence in the opinion that if Imperial Bank of Porsia could get security 
con Cif customs, 1 rmanstiah receipts, might be 
strengtlioned against possi 1 




















‘The revenues from 
































vill sce M, Hartwig and correct misapprehension wi to keeping Russi 
outof Kennaashah, Tsugested that the Russian Financial Agent and th 
of the Tuporial Bank of Persia mi if some arrangement could not be found 
whieh would te NYo this the Russian Minister agreed, but 


ws been no ¢ 
posit 

Thore is no written Agroeme a 
eof the bunk, but only a verbal understanding which was first made 
pts (this was Inst ys 












perial Bank of Persia, is 

ld be for 
ith M, Naus 
increased to the whole) should he 
I Bank of Persia, Under Russian 
terminated, and, unless 1 opposed 


























Ts nt could at any moment 
1, whieh, T presino is ont of the question, th 
Could be transferred to the Russian Bank 
Ty would) be serious for the bank to lose the Ker 
diflivult 10 464 the Persian Government to. consent to 
‘opt at Bushire, the Lnperial Bank of Pe 
sides Bushire is the only suitable port, us rec 
1 Mohiammerali, puss through it 
Te is very doubittul,, T think, if the ¥ 
service of Russian loans, A native banke 
Which probibly accounts for that supposition, 
Tf haperial Bank of Persia is forced to 
iW all Russian loans will be: practic 
will ho iniperilled corresponding 

























uo bank in the Gulf, 
pts of all the Gulf ports 








enues of Bushire were ever di 
for a time transinitted them to 


















ally seenred, where 
ly. 














(12625) 


No, 92. 











Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie, 
(Xo,171,) 





‘oreign Office, April 18, 108, 
1’ to your Excellency herewith copy of a ean AT 
os at Vohran,* ing nol ion by His Majesty’s Government 
of obtaii promotion to the rank of Consul of the French 
resent 

welleney will ch Min 
cord with the ¥ 5 Consult 
nil who intends ton 
city 
sistan 





Charge W's 
with the obje 













Your | 
complete 


Hat the B 
sof lis 
mend them 
pinion that the support of His : 
int the accomplishment of the objec 

ts used hy Major Cos 





‘Teliran, who is in 
1 at Bushire on the 
ion of his 
aris would 
Ihe has in view. 

upport of this proposal 































ae 


are not without weight, and T have accordingly to request your Excellency to take an 
‘opportunity of intimating to the French Government, in an entizely unofficial manner, 
that the promotion of M. Chaloin to the rank of Consul would be agreeable to His 
Majesty’s Government. 























Tam, &. 
(Signed) , GREY. {i 









(13453) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April .) “| } 

107.) i 

legraphic.) P. Tehran, April 20, 1908. | 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. | 

‘According to information in the possession of the Russian Minister, the Rorsian 

Government are discussing the advisability of sending to Constantinople a Special 

Mission, with the support of fiwo Embassies, to treat direct with ‘Purkish Goverment, 
We think that the idea has practical advantages, and should bo encouraged 

Persian Government carry it further, in view of the extreme difficulty of getting the 
ented to the Sultan so long as that has to be done throug 

‘oner, who declines to profit: hy assistance of Const 

and of Turk oner, who is untrustworthy, 

‘A Memorandum drawn up by Motesham-os-Sultan, giving his views as to basis 

for negotiation, which demonstrates Commissioner's ineompetency, has. Veen com- 

municated to me by Minister for Foreign Mlairs. 










ty 






























































(18454) No. 94. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 20.) 
No, 108.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 20, 1908. 


RUSSIAN Bank loans and security : My telegram No. 106 of the 18th instant, 
Tam assured by M. Hartwig that the loans for the serviee of whieh he desires to 

stoms of Kermanshah are State loans on sume security as those of 1900 and 
1902, and not advances from Ru ank on account current, ‘There are three of 
these loans, tivo of 1906 and one in 1005 ; the latter is presumably the one mentioned 

‘A. Hardinge in his despatch No. 184, Seeret, of the 14th June, 1905, and the 

ion referred to in Sit A. Hardinge’s No, 48 of the 17th March, 1004, may be 
one of the former, ri 

If the statement of M, Hartwig is correet the Russian claim to Kermanshah is, 
certainly good, but I will try to ates that the Kermanshal 
receipts might he divided, and tlat he would be ready to come to some arvangem 
with this view, 



































































[13707] No. 95 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Rereived April 21.) 










Sir, Indin Office, April 16, 1908. 
T AM directed to acknowledge tho receipt of your Ietter of the 10th instant, on 
question of leasing or securing rights of pre-emption in respect of the land on the 
K-of the Karun at Mohammerah available for the purposes of a railway te 
In rep -s premature to make inquiries as to the tors 
ou which this land o equired in the present state of our Knowledge as to tho 
host position for a harbour in the event of a railway project proving feasi 
‘Phe capabilities of Khor Musa for the purpose were discussed in th 
of India’s Secret letter of the 24th March, 1904, forwarded with Sir A. 
of the 12th May, 1904. 
Ar. Morl ders it would be best to 
question before sending to Mr. Marling the 






















Government 
‘odley’s letter 














ive at, some conclusion on the larger 
structions suggested. His Majesty's 


















Consul ab Mobammerah might, however, be instructed to watch the proceedi 
See EE eae eeaeh eet aTne alcramiet aus ana eT Aio o 
Pat ae cian in peri leteonlee tie eVGnNe gee Ba aE OA 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CA} 








PBELL. 








[13690] No. 96. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 





110.) 
sraphic,) 
ADVANC 
and 108 of the 
‘he Russian F 
aulvances from. Russian 


P, i 
. P Tehran, April 21, 1908. 
Gf assion Bank and Kermanshah austonis. My telegrams Nos: 106 









wcial Agent has informed me that the loans in question are 
aan i Huss aks given in sour despatch No, 27 (Inelonure 1) of the 
ou f hitherto helieved tat thise were simple advances on account 
eurnt without sei ours, Bt i apa that they ate secured on eutoms in the 
sae mance gy the 190 ant 102 vernment Loans, M. de Hartwig, who 
Lal ey OF this, naturally mistook for moro than T inteuted my 
i ea int anshah customs. r 
According to Russian Pinaneial Agent, only a small part of the Kermanshah 
cquisedd at prosent, and he is redy to arrange that the inperial Bank of 


Paine te the balance. He does uot think that the Persian Government will 













































(Repeated t0'St. Petersburgh.) 
{13270} 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir SiG ay 5 
Gramineae UBrer AIC Roereau a ae 


of telegram from Tis Majesty's Chargé d’A flaiee Rivers ites 

‘ shortly he made to the 
Limited, of 
aL oxte on the Tn of Siri in the Persian Gulf.® 

appears to Sit B, Grey that any support afforded by His Maj 

(iP NAAN TESTO Te ONT MC etre ein reece a 
Would auount to a recognition on the : ‘tate 
over Siti, whi retary Morle 
andinit, ‘a 
Sir B. Grey is further of opi 
uy from the C 








hester, for a Concession to extract 





a ran 
n of tlie sovervignty of Persia 
ave, they Tiaye never been willing to 











nion that it would be desimble to obtain. withoi 
Ea an AMLEGRS Ro ART aa Vitis 
and 1am to state that he would be glad to 
views on both these points, % 
un, &e 
LOUIS MALLET. 
























(Signed) 








(13852) 





No. 8. 










Indin Office to Foreign Office (Received April 












THE 








for India presents hs compliments to the Under. 

aml by diteetin. of Mr. Secretary Morley 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 98. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(elezraphie.) P. India Office, April 11, 1908. 
PL BAS® reply as soon as possible to my telegram of the Oth April as to exchange 
of Persian telesmph lines. Pending a decision, negotiations at St. Petersburgh are at 


a standstill. 





= 
Inclosure 2 in No, 98. 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 
(Telegraphic) P. April 13, 1908, 


EXOHANGE of Persian telegraphs. 
Wa wil reply'as soon as possible to your telograms dated tho Oth and 11th instant, 


Seistan and Meshed are being consulted. 











———EE———E—e 


Inelosure 8 in No. 9} 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


phic.) P. India Office, April WW, 1908, 
KIANGE of Persian telegraphs, Your telegram of the 13th instant 

Ta reply to on propmsals Ttussian Government ve. aaceptid admission of 
British employés on Meshed—Tehran line, on terms enjoyed wn 
pant by Russian employés after line jas been transferrod, On Meshe- Seisttn ine 
they propose tliat acooss to Tine on section south of Khal should be granted to Russian 
employes, and similar access on section north of Kat to Bx employes. Tn the 
Opinion of ITis Majesty's Government, argument in favour of settlement of the basis 
OP or Power lgving any signaller in zono of other is strongthened by character of 
ftusetan proposal, which is not limited to requesting a signaller at, Nasratabad. 


(‘tel 



























(13888) No.9. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 23.) 


Sir, Initia Office, April 22, 1908, 
WITIT reference to your letter dated the Bist ultimo, I am directed’ by 
veretary Morley to inclose copy. of telegraphic correspondence with the Govern- 
ie aia, from which it will be seen that the Indian Melegraph Department, will 
Aucept the transfer of the JChaf-Naseatabad telegraph line, pending. arrangements 
wvith the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department. 



















Thay 
(Signed) COLIN G, CAMPBELL, 


SS 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 99. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic) P. April 1, 1908. 
SERSIA: Exchange of telegraph lines. Your telegram dated the 20th March. 
Peativearrangements with the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, it would be 
aang initial transfer of Khaf-Nasratabad line were accepted and work carried 

Teitian Telogeapit Department through its signallers on the spot, though there 

go ny Ttetion. te. responsible control being ultimately vested in Indo-European 

Aaa eres indicated in paragraph + of letter to Foreign Office dated the LOth 


February. 
‘This telegeam should be repeated to Tehran Legation. 


SS 

















[1580] 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 99. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic) P. April 17, 1908. 
KHAP-NASRATABAD section. Your telegram dated the Ist instant. ‘ 
Ponding arrangement heing arrived at with Indo-European Telegraph Depart~ 

ment, Indian ologeaph Department will accept the transfer of the line as proposed. 
(iepeuted to Tehran.) 





[12393] No. 100. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


the Ith January 

Private and confidential inquiries nade atthe Board of ‘Trade show that 
Mossrs, Androw Woir and Co, are a firm of sh sof the highest character and 
stan Ting who have lately boxtun to interest themsels de with the Persian Gulf. 

Sir Bi, Grey ix therofore disposed, subject to the concurrence of Mr. Secretary 
Morley, to infor Messrs: Hllinger that there is no objection to their submitting the 
Totier to, the inspection of the firm in question, subject to. the condition that the 
informnation so conveyed to thein is treated by them as strictly confidential. 

Tam, &e 
Signed) Low 





{12623} No. 101. 
i Foreign Office to Mr. J. R, Preece. 


Sin. ‘reign Office, April 23, 1908. 
WITH reference to. previous comrespondenc ed etoythe eran content tniacy 
Anand for tho dofence of the aworks of the Oil Concessions Syndicate 
fliroctod! by Socretaty Sir Edward Grey to transanit to yon herewith, 
of your Board, copy'of a despatch from Tis Majesty's Charge a’AMf 
aioe nai eft whieh the amen Tas produ on the atti of the 
population towards His Majesty's Vieo-Cousul at Alywaz and his com, as well as 
towards tho staff of the Syndicate apes amas oae eon 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(12621) No. 102. 
Koreign Office to Mr. Preece. 


Sir, Foreign Ojjce, April 23, 1908. 
1 AM diveeted by Seeretary Sir Eiwant 4 ) you herowith an 
wet froma Ba ie dressed by His esty’s Consul at Kermanshah to His 
seq Atfaites at Tehewn,g reporting on the present state of affairs a 
vndivate’s works at Kast ! TEES Sie RENTS 2 
T am, Xe. 
ed)’ LOUIS MALLET, 


} So Inctosure in No. 40, 


[12640] No. 103. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 23, 1908. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir E yy to transmit to:yon herewith copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty's Char fires at ‘Vehiran,® relative to a conversation 
2 ee has recently taken place between himself and Haji Muin-et-Dujjar on the 
Mibjest of your proposal for the formation of a Company to work his Concession for the 
extraction of red oxide in Hormuz Island. oi 
Tt appears from this despatch that Muin dressed inquiries 
to you concerning cortain points in your proposal, the meaning. of which is not elenr to 


him. : 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(14053 | No, 104. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 21.) 


Indie Office, April 

TN reply to your lettor dated the 15th instant as to the proposed exchange of the 
rol of polegrapht Tines in Persia between Hix Majesty's and the Russian Govern. 
ments, I am directed to say that Mr, Se Morley concurs vy of 
Seorotaury Sir E, Grey that Ifis Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh 1m 

for the present from discussing further with the Russi sument the question o! 
the retention by each Power, after the exchange of the lines, of signallers on the tine 
controlled by the other. 


Sir, 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) GODLEY. 





(13690) No. 105. 


Sir Edicard Grey to Mr. Marling. 


. Foreign Office, April 24, 1908, 
PRMANSHAH cnstoms receipts. 
ith roference to your telegram No. 110 of the 21st instant. 
The Russian Financial Agent's proposal has nothing in it to which we would 
object, if it meets with the approval of tho ban 
srconsider that it could be managed, however, we should prefer, for the reasons 
st forth iy. you telegram No, 106 of the 18th instant, that Bushire should be 
substituted for Kermanshah, 





(13430) No. 106. 


Sir Edicard Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No. 86.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
EXCHANGE of telegraphs. 
Trahioull be glad to be informed whethor there are any grounds for the assumptio 
y ae Nos, 103 and 101 that we should be completely dependent on the 
eee ie Turbat-eHardari and Meshed after cach Power had withdrawn their 
Seaullors from the line of telegtaph under the control of the other. 
‘Our siguallers would, we presume, be replaced by Russians, and, as is the caso 
where, British messages would be dealt with by the latter. 


Foreign Office, April 24, 1908. 


ee ———— 








(14125) No, 107. 


Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 
‘No, 167.) 


Sir, 


Ke 





TITAD occasion to call on the Political Director at the Qu 
Lspoke to him on the subject of the rank of the F 
Turhire, which forms the subject of your despatel, 
toll me that a recommendation that ME © 

years Df age, should be given the 
considered 3 
T loft with M. Louis an wnoflicial aide-mémoire, of which Th 


wy Hierowith 









transmit toy 












Inclosure in No. 107. 


Unofficiil Atdeeménnive communicated to M. Louis. 





a (\Miainos at Teh 
nicl Consular Represe 
Tiged tothe rank of Consul, The Seerotary of St 
Te avoulll bo advantageous, to British as’ well as 
resentative ait Bushee is ordinarily: a Consul 
1, hts the ranks of Co 
Lisa Consul, AIL the pre 

ethan, M, Chaloini, who, veitle his 





THE British 
is possibly tat the 





t Bushire, 
hinks th 




























oral, 








suatativu, tow 
thie Hbvivish Con 
mun considerably yout 
the weight wwhicl 1 
rive 
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Paris, April 





Paris, April 24, 1908. 
1 Consular Representa 


, the holder of the post, who 








an has reported to the Roi 


ronch interests, 


iil, and the First Assistant to 
nit incumbents of these posts 


» should do in disenssions 


-) 






Desay 


id, and was to be 


have the honour to 


NCIS BERTIE. 










n Office that it 
may be 
syiont in 
the Russian 
wan, Repre= 











sanik, does Hob ¢ 









(14160) No. 108. 





India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 2 
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HIE, Undor-Seere 
Svenitary. of State for Fore 
fonvards herewith, for the into 
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Tinperial Bank of Por 

India Office, April 21, 1903. 
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Tnclosure in No. 108. 


erument of India to Mr. Morley. 
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{14198} No. 109. 
‘Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received April 25.) 
Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, April 24, 1908. 





WE are in possession of yours of yesterday's date covering copy of @ despatch 
from Tis Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at, Tehran, relative to a conversation between 
himself and the Monintojar on the subject of our proposal for the formation of 
Company to work his Concession for the extraction of oxide on the Tslond of Ormuy, 

‘The despatch sent us is of great interest to us, and we shall ho obliged if you will 
Kindly offer to Mr. Marling our best thanks for his trouble in the matter. 

regards the points raised by Mr, Marling, we shall be glad if you will inform 
him that i is propased that-we should fake 10'per eent, in ensh ont shires of the 
50,0001, eash realized by the sale of debentures and the 25,0001, ordinary states only. 
Tt is not proposed that we should receive any portion of the 10,0001. 8 por cent. preference 
shares, for which the Mouintojar would have to pay out of the eash he revives, You 

‘also write to Mr, Marling that after many diseussions upon tho subject with our 
silicitors and other friends, we came to the conclusion that it would not be so feasible 
to arrange for the debentures to be paid off progressively, instonl of at the fixed 
fate, Fist Decomber, 1919; but this point isstill having attention, as it would be much 
fnore economical and, in our opinion, more desirable, in the interests of all concerned, 
if it can be arranged. 




































the pleasure of asking for the favour of an intorviow shortly 
with a view of putting before you the present position of this matter, and remain, Se. 
neil) ELLINGER  axp Co, 








(14220) No. 110. 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 





96.) 

(Welegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
T have only to-day received the following telegram No, 27 from His Majesty's 

onsul-General at Urimia dated the 16th instant 


Ontmges by Kurds are increasing in frequency, and, owing to his being unable 
ck them, the Persian Commissioner is becoming wmpopular, A. former Russian, 
Consul at Van, Staff Colonel Tumanski, has arrived here in the eapacity of 
ry ’ of the Russian Vice-Consulate,” 


Constantinople, April 25, 1908, 
































(14218) No. 11. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

(No, 76.) 
(Telegraphic.) P- St, Petersburgh, April 25, 1008. 

PERSIAN telegraphs. 

have just reecived and am forwarding by next safe opportunity a despateh 
from Mr. Marling, under flying seal, in which he states that a rumour has rexched 
German Minister in regard to proposed exchange, and that, in view of this cireum- 
stance, M. de Hartwig considers it advisable to hasten the pending negotiations, 


















(10461) No, 112. 


Foreign Office to Indiu Office, 








—— 



























Sir, 





7 Foreign Office, Ap 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 25th ultimo, relative to the use of the German flag by certain native 

boats pa eae Gulf, and to state that he notes that the report of His Mnjesty’s 
x 




























18 


Consul-General at Bushire, copy of which is inclosed therein, completes the information 
whieh Itis Majesty's Government are likely to receive on the main question at 





» E, Grey is of opinion that, if the certificates, copies of which are forwarded by 
Major Cox, form the only ground on which Ami lis claim to fly the German 
flaw ts based, tho uso of that flag by him is clearly irregular, and the provisions of the 
‘1s Act have heen undoubtedly infringed. 
Even if Amin-bin-Ali is a German-protected person and fulfils the numerous other 
ye inid down in Articles 30 to 41 of the General Act of Brussels as indis- 
pensali in cases of the use of a foreign flax by a native boat in those waters his claim 
ald appoar fo be vitiated by the fact that these certificates were not granted to him 
by tiny recognized German authori 
In view, however, of the statement made by the Tt 
two registration c ficates for these craft had heen obt 
the German Consulate at Bashire (see paragraph £ of Major Cox’ lotter of the 22nd 
Dicember last to the Government of India, copy of which was inclosed in the letter 
from this Offs of the 28th Bobraary), it appoars to Sir B. Grey to be possible, though 
it isdoubtlest most nolikely, that Amin-bin-Ali_ may be in possession of papers other 
thin those of which copies were obtained by Major Cox, Ile is. accordingly lispos 
if Mr, Se Morley enncurs, to send immediate instructions to His Mi 
als to'apply to the International Slavery Bureau at thi 
io these boats which may be deposited there in accordance 
a 11 Seotton ds af tho General Act 





























sideney Agent at Lingah, that 
ned by M. Wonekhaus from 

































ypies of any pap 
with the provisions of Artic 

















Shiould the vesult of Si ‘application be to disprove the existence of 
any rtifleates, Sir E, Grey thinks that the matter should be brought to the 
notiew neni; but should it become necessary to take this step, he 





session of a definite assurance that no un 
‘o eraft in the Persian Gulf, sinee the 
man Government with the means of frail 
‘any. remonstrances w! ight be made to them. 
ts the promised Keport of Major Cox on this subs 
Tam, & 
(Signed) 





would, in any ease, det aeliorgeal 
British flags are be is 


snieh eases would provide the 











ary’ poi 





QUIS MALLET. 














114221) No. 118. 


Mr. G. Barelay to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received April 20.) 






01) 

(Holographic)? Constantinople, April 26, 1905. 
FI Persian Ambassador has learned trom the Minister for Koreign Affairs that 

the Porte lave ordered Mahir to retin to Uramia, lines Ins also received 








Hi 














fram the Porte Memorandum supporting abir’s contention that parts only of the 
fraitien are dealt with by the Treaty of 1847, $0 that earlier ‘Treaties must be the basis 
if negotiations respecting the remainder, and maintaining that the Agreement of 1569 





fas to the stitus qua was merely provisional. ‘The neutral zone is not even mentioned 
inthe Memorandum, ‘he Porto also. suggests that the Persian Government should 
fuynish their Commissioner with fons in the sense of the 
tho Ambassador has forwarded it to his Government and to the Per 
without comment. 

‘The Porte tell me that 
with the same Memorandum. 

Llinve communicated the above to Mr Wratislaw, who had telegraphed to ask 
when Dahir was returning, 









ir Pasha has heen in acconlance 





iven instruction: 

























n 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 89 of the 8th instant, Ihave the honour to 
transmit translation of a pro-memorid which has been communicated by the Sublime 
Porte to the Persian Ambassador. 

Tt will be noticed that no mention is made in this document of the neutral zone, 
‘The contention of the Turkish Commi 
1847 must serve as a basis for the negotiations, 
‘ed by that Treaty, must be interpreted with due regard to the explanatory note | 
‘and the instructions given to Colonel Williams in December 1848. (see 


Stress is also laid on the provisional character of the status quo \greemont of August 

as shown by Articles 5 and 7 

ie Grand Vizier informs me that this pro-memorid forms the basis of fi 

whieh have been sent to ‘Tabir Pasha. | 
Tunderstand from the Persian Ainbassador that he has not discussed this suggested 

basis of negotiations with the Porte, 

to Tehran and to the Persian Comm 





Memorandum communicated by the Ottoman Government to Persian Ambassador at 


(Translation.) 

TT’ appears from copies of the procés-verlaur of the Mixed Commission 
bled nt Urmin for the settlement of the frontier dispute between the Ottoman anit 
wernments, which hay 
deliberations of the Commi 
‘ommissioners put forward the proposal that the terms of the Treaty for, the 
delimitation of the frontier concluded at Erzeroum in 1263 and, on points not defined 
reat: 





Treaty texts which are to be the basis of detimi 
preliminary agreement on this fundan 
ernmients, ani that similar instructions should be 





retention now put forward by the Persian Commis 








ny to th 
‘asions have been without result, owing to similar pretentions being put forward hy 
1 Dele 

avoiding the saw 
tions may be gi 








It is kuown that the Article of the Treaty of Erze1 





dieals only with the 
{he Imperial Government, betore ratify 
+ explaniati 


“i explanations were given in weiting to the Sublime Porte by Mirza Mehmed 
i Khan, who came to Constantinople as bearer of the ratifications by the Persian 


overnment ; bi 
Embassies 
dressed to the $ 
M. Titoff and Lord Cowley, contained tle desired assurances and explanation 
same form, The Ottoman ratifications were dravn up on this, and the Declarations 


719 





No. 114. 
Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 


Pera, April 20, 1908. 





ners that ‘Treaties anterior to the ‘Treaty of 
xcept in so far as they are expressly 








Memorandum of December 1906, p: 7) are cited as bearing out this view 


————— 





strt 





ions [ 


that he has merely forwarded the promemorid 
issioner, 








T have, &e. F 
(Signed) 3, BARCLAY, © 





ee 


Tnclosure in No. 114. 


Constantinople. 





contly 





‘eon sent by his Excelleney Tahir Pasha, that the 
fon have led to no result, owing to the fact that the 














the unabrogated terms of previous Treaties should be: taken as a basis 
As no result ean be obtained from the deliberations at Urmia until dhe 
ion ave deterinined, it is necossaty. 
{al point should be come to between the 

{to the Commissioners on 


















jonors at Urmia arises 
sing the Treaty aspect of the delimitation with the temporary decisions 
status quo, As the Fronticr Commissions formed on several previows 











cen with) 
ach instruc 
atlement of 





following explannti 
and in orier that 
yeiiite and insure a 


ates on those occasions also, th 
issue in the present instant 
ven to the Persian Delegates as will e: 














im whieh deals with the frontier 
ed with the Persian frontier, this Article 
iak of Zohab and the lands of Mohammerah, | 
12 the said Treaty, asked of the Persian Goyern- 

ain points in it, and the desired assurances 










i, and that, of the points conn 


ip of the Sa 



















ns and assurances on ¢ 











ides which, the said envoy communicated them to the Russian and 
end the joint nots of the Oth March and the 26th Febiuaiy, 

Dblime Porte by the then Russian and British Ambassadors, 
in the 
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(14243) No. 117. 


Sir as Nicolson to Sir Rdward Grey—(Received April 27.) 
(No. 193.) 
Sin St, Petershurgh, April 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to tran: ‘it herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which I have 
rovoived from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in roply to the Memorandum. which 
eee Mneer communicated on the 23rd ultimo, relative to the mode in which the 
tie ered the telegraph lines between ‘Tehran and Meshed and. Khaf and Nasratabad 
might be effucted. 

Me Ministry for Foreign Affairs assents to the. proposal, made in the abox 
montioned Memorandum of the Embassy, that the British signallers should have aces 
to the line at Tehran and M shed, it considers that this permission is a necessary, 
namquonee of the provisions of “Article 1 of the Arrangement of the Slat Huwust 
Feet it demure to any change being made in the allocation of the signaflor. on 
the Meshed-Seistan line, of the same Arrangement specifies that the 

the line should be ‘same conditions as those actually 
14. Tn shoxt, the Russian Government ish to, retain. all their siguallers of 

Me te at Nasritabad and at intermediate stations, with access to the line at 

ified hours. 

1 vould be leave to submit that the interpretation given by the Russian Gov 
ment to tho meaning of Articles Land 2 of the Arrangemer st August 
fngorrect or, in any eas strained one. 
the Agreement as to Persia the object which 

isos of friction, and one of the principal elemer s_ precisely 
the question of signals, Having that question in view the oviginal propostl of the 
British Gi art wae that all Russian signallers should be removed from the 

vi tine and al British signatlors from. the ‘Telixan-Meshed line, and this 

proposal was embodied in the Memorandum prose Uti Fovernient in 
Mint of list year, SL. Isvolsky at the time did not much Tike the whieh the 
Titish propostl was east, bat [do not remember during the course of th i 
any Fideation being ssiven that the signallers showd remain when oi 
Tenn transferred L-think that the views with whieh hoth partios were 
this point could not he Detter expressed than in the aidememoize comin ) 
Me eeuisky on the 18th June Mst,a copy of which was inelovel in my despareh 
No. 817 of the bth day 

Tn the Arrangement of the Bist August the “same conditions” 

intended to. yefer jons alfocting maintonanes ani repair 

ations with the Persian Government, L think that there eay 


Mt 
Tranust bo admitted that the desire expressed in tho Embassy Memoranduty 
the 2Bed March that British signallers should be admitted to the use of the 


Gortain fixed hours nid Meshed does weaken the case as presented 
‘and vould, doubtless, lead to tenance, if desired, of a Russian si 
{he Nasratabad terminus, But whatever may be the ultimate wishes of 1s Ma 
Govornment-on the above point, L would submit that and should he ts 
onthe question of removing Russian sigullers from the intermediate stations on. the 
Klinfe Nasratabad section, 

Vontured to make the above few observations on the Russian aide 

Y val in London that T may be permitted 


L have, &e. 
1) A. NICOLSON, 
Tnelosure in N 


Memorandwn communicated by the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs to 
Siv A. Nicolson, 


AU mois de Janvier dernier le Gouvernement Impérial exprima son com: 
ment A ku proposition du Cabinet de Londves d2 eliarger les Représentants cles a 
ts A Téligran dentrer en pourparlers avee le nement de Sa Majesté 
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Schiah au sujet de In mise’ exGention des stipulations de Arrangement Télégraphique 
an 18 (81) Aott, 1907. En meme temps, le Cabinet de Saint-Pétersbourg a ert 
féeessaire de faire observer quill serait ‘} son avis, de traiter avec le 
Gouvernement Persan non seulement la question de Véchange des lignes télégraphiques 
te Méched-Téhéran et de Méched-Scistan, prévue par VArrangement précité, mais 
ement celle de ta lig an-Khan Cotte demiere proposition Russe 
é eependant abandonnée plus tard, vu que lo Gouvernement, Britamnique avait 
iene de son désit de traiter Iu question de ly ligne Téhéran—Khanékin 
ément, 
‘Les deux Gouvernements tant: tombés @aceord sur les points essentiels de la 
dure A adopter dans cette affaire (lettre de M. Isvolsky A Sir A. Nicolson en 
Mite div 25 Janvier, 1908), le Gouvernement Anglais propos dans 1m aide-mémoire 
en date du 10 (23) Mars courant de régler ¢ 's de détails. concernant 
Jes changes des deux premitres lignes. Ainsi qu’i ngmoive, lo. 
Gouvernement Britannique entend que le ‘. pret se mettre 
a place de YAdministration Anglaise sur 1a Tigne ‘éhérm Stéchied; il propose 
Tostite que Te Al téléraphique (snr cette Tigno) soit transféré au Busta Musso i 
Teheran ct {A Méched, et que les employés télégraphiques 1 ient uceds 1 des 
Heures fixes pour se servir de la ligne, comme, cela se lement: pour les 
employés Russes, Pour ee qui conceme le régime i établir sur tt Higne Méelied- 
ide-mémoire Britamnique en question propose que Ie Gouvernement de Iv 
Grande-Bretagne os employés sur la section Kbal—Méched, et que le Gouyerne- 
inont Russe rappelle les sions de la section Khat-Ni fs 
Les propositions Britai eengerniant Ie sibliv sur ta Ligne Neher 
Méclhicd se trouve, semble-t-il, en parfii positions de I’Avticle 1" 
Je TArrangement’ du 18 (31) Aoit, 1907, qui stipule In cession par l'Angletori de 
ftette Tigne aux memes conditions anxquelles elle se tronve aetuellement ¢ 
de PAdministration Anglai n conséquence, le fait de Vadinission des enyployés 
Anglais aut travail sue cette ligne, dont il est question dans Vaidemémol ain due 
10 (28) Manse pet Ere filers que comine une conséquence logiquo découlint 
jaturellement du prineipe établi par I'Article 1" de VArrangement. 
TI men est pas de méme en ce qiti concerne tes conditions 
mémoire Anglais propose de résoudre Ta quest égraphio A 
s Busses de tion Khaf-Naseatabad, quoique compenss p: 
ais de la section Russe Kia Méched, ne se tx 
on conform VArticle 2 du me 
ovstipule la division de la ligne actuelle de 
Ta section au nord de ce point vessortit de [Administration Rausse, eb I 
me point ressortit_ do PAdministration Anghiise aux memes 
rie les donx sections de ln ligne, auxquelles To tékégraphe se 
feuvenetuctloment dans le ressort de PAdministration Russe, Dur moment que le 
see egact do cette stipulation est celui que PAngleterre aequicrt ta section Khal- 
Nasratahad anx mémes conditions auxguclles cette section se trouye aetuellement 
dins fnistration Russe, et que les employés Anglais sont admis aotuctlement a 
service de git, il est Incoutestable que te néme principe doit étye observe par 
rr Padinission des eiaployés Russes lorsque cotte ligne ressortivn. 
de e¢ principe ost Cantant moins douteuse 
unigue du 10. (23) Mars par rapport \ 
Yadmission_ des employ NéhiGran Me jrniive 
é i Ia Tussi 
oe le plus équitable fi adopter consisterait 4 abandon 
‘Administration Russe avec admission des employss Ans! 
tique aujourd'hui surla ligne Méchied- 
sratabad: i Administration Anglais 
Tusses aw serviee A des heures fixes, comme 
ais du 10 (28) Mars par rapport a la ligne 


ouvernement Iinpérial aime i espérer, par suite, que le Cabinet de Louies 


bien reconnaitre In justesse des raisonnements exposés ci-dessus et se Wéelare 
‘eas Gchéant, de munir le Ministre de Russie 2 ‘'¢héran d'instructions en 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 20 Mars (12 Aerit}, 1908, 











14244) 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 


1. Petersburgh, April 17, 1908. 
now to my telegram No. 72 of yesterday's date, T have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy. of an aide-mémoire which T hi vei from the Imperial 
Ministry for Roreisn Affairs requesting to be informed of the views of His Majesty's 
Government in regard to the sequestration of the customs revenues of Kermanshah by 

1 Bank of Persia. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in No. 118, 


Memorandum communicated hy the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs to 
¢ Sir A, Nicolson. 


LE Ministre de Russie A Téhéran télégraphie que In Banque Tmpérinle de Pe 
cst les revenus de la donane de Kermanschah, dans Te but de garantir les 
onits dias a elle pa le ment Pers, 
nisi que cel est stipnlé par eniprunts qui ont 646 conclus 

Russie par le Gouyernement de Sa Majesti reventis douaniers en ques 
yoittrent dans worie de coux atts cos emprimts. suite, 
To séiquestiee de ees rovenus lose les droits i Banque d’Escompte et de Préts 
do Verse, Hest a oter on outre ques Kermanschah, se trouvant dans Ia zone 
wentionnée & VArticle 1 de It Convention dic 18 (31) Aoi, 1907, les revenus 
douines: ly jal ne sauraient otro allvetés, conformément aux. stipulations 
de Ia dite. € Jv gamntic domprunts autres que ceux conclus en Russi 
La fait quiane des deus Parties Contractantes ne se conformertit. pas strictement 
Uispositions de ln Convenition serait dautant plus rexrettable, que cela formerait. un 
pivcélont sir leqicl des Puissances tierces pourraient se baser 
Hypothéauers sous une forme ou ane autre, tes mevenus dou 
cons Gtr alfe 
Angleterre 
De plus, di mome 
xavantio aus payements (1 
nits des douanes du Gole Persique devient libre, ila suite de quoi le Gouverne 
antir 4 Vaide de cos sommes une transaction 
In Grande-Bretagne que de Ia Rus 
M. do Maniwig a en Yoceasio attention do Mr, Marling 
vous dune pareille combina expriné Mavis quill serai 
dis cos conditions, que la Bangue Tmpériate de Perse sGquestre les revenus des 
Gouatios du Golfe ct semette les sommes provenant de Kermansehah i la Banque 
AHiscompte et de Prots de Perse, Mx, Marling a déclaré & son collegue de Russie qu'il 
parte plein i 
panne dou ebte, le Ministove Lmpérial eonsiddre que la justesse de Yopinion émise par 
Jo Ministre do Russio ost hors de donite, ot il serait tort reconnaissant i Ambassade de 
» connaitre Vavis du Cabinet de Londres 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 2 (15) Avril, 1908, 





(14493) No, 119. 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—( Received April 27.) 
(St 
(Telegraphie) 2, Constantinople, April 27, 1908. 
1URCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
T hive te aplied to Mr, Wratislaw informing him that the Grand Vizier 
tells me that had started from Arjish on his way to Uramia, 


0s.) 
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[14487] No. 120. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 27.) 


fo, 111.) 
Telegraphic.) P.. Tehran, April 27, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of telegraph lines, Your telegram No. 86 of the 24th instant. 

Tt was naturally assumed by His Majesty’s Consuls at Meshed and Seistan that 
status quo of Meshed-Khaf section is maintained, as it is not mentioned in Agreement 
of the ist August, 1907. This was my belief also, till I received Sir A, Nicolson’s 
telegram No. 71. 

‘Unless an arrangement is made for Russians to forward onr messages, we shall be 
dependent on Persians if our signallers are withdrawn on this section. 

T venture, in view of opinions expressed by Consuls, to revert to suggestion made 
in my telegram No, 91, status quo being maintained on section between Meshed and 
Khaf, 





(13707) No, 121. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 88.) 
(Reiogry hic.) P. Foreign Office, April 21, 1908. 
TAND at Mohammerah (see your telegram No, 92 of the 9th instant, 
Tn order to prevent the Sheikh from leasing further land, you should send 
instructions to His Majesty's Consul to watch the proceedings of foreign agencios, 
especially Messrs, Wénckhaus. 


eee ee 
(12622) No, 122. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 117. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 217, 1908, 

T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,® relative to the alleged grant by the Persian Government 
to Germany of a Concession for the construction of a railway from ‘Tohran to 
Kermanshah, 

Thave to request your Excellency to inquire confidentially of the Russian Govern- 
mont whether they have any knowledge of this report, the truth of which is donied by 
the Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GREY. 





(14487) No. 123. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
‘No. 89.) 
‘Telesraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 28, 1908. 
sinach HAVE sseeved your flogram No, 111 of the 27th instant respecting telegraph 
ines, 
Tait a fact that the Regulations or practice actually in force prohibit Russian 
signallers from transmitting British messazes, even should there ho no British 
signaller, and further that, in onder to moilify this, a special arrangement would be 
necessary ! 
‘his is the inference which I have drawn from above-mentioned telegram, 





[1580] 
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(14693) No, 124, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 29.) 


THEE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
Foctads herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of o telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th instant, relative to the exchange of British and 
Russian telegraphs in Pers 


India Office, Aprit 29, 1908, 
Se 


Inelosure in No. 124, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


jegraphio.) Pe April 28, 1998. 
THANGE of Porsian telegraphs (see your telegram dated the 14th instant 
and previous correspondenee), Consul at Seistan telegraphs as folloy 


it ., Marling’s telegram No. 103 of the 18th April.) 


Consul-General at Meshed telegraphs as follows — 
[Seo Mr. 's telogram No, 104 of the 18th April.) 


Bothy tolegrams wo ted to His Majesty’s Chargé d?AMfaires at 'ehron, in 
consultation with whom pructical objections urged by our local officers, which have 

foree, will perhaps bo considered. We concur, chowever, subject to 
‘Mr, Marling’s opinion, an th that on general grounds it is desirable that a 
joliloment on, basis of signallers of cithor Power being excluded from zone of the other 
should he arrived at. 





(9460) No, 125, 


Sir Edward Grey (o Mr. Marling. 


( 00.) 


phic.) Pe Foreign Office, April 20, 1908. 
SEN‘ION of two Military Attachés in Persia, With reference to Government 
of India’s despatch No, 115 of the 7th Novembor, 190 

T should like to receive your views with regard to abolition of post at Tehran, 
‘The greatest importance is attached by the Government of India to retention of that 
‘at Moshed, 

"Pho retention of both posts would be difficult to justify. 





(14796) No, 126, 


Mr, (, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 
(No. 99.) 
(Telegraphic. B. Constantinople, April 30, 1908. 
TSA tho Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon, and spoke to him on the 
subject of the Kurdish raid into Persian territory reported by, Mr. Marling in his 
felogram No. 12 of to-day, His Excellency informed me that he had no knowledge of 
the occurrence. 
’As the result of strong representations the Grand Vizier promised Prince 
1i Riza Khan this affernoon that he would send telegraphic instructions to 
tho civil and military authorities at Van and Mosul to take whatever measures lay in 
their power for preventing Persia being invaded by Kurds. _ 
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(14778) No. 127. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 80.) 

(No, 112.) 

(Telegraphic. P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Persian Commissioner has telegraphed to the Persian Government that the Kurds 

have raided the country right up fo Urumia, and that about 2,000 people have been 

illed. A higher figure is given in another account, but both are gross exaggerations 
probably. Six hundred men haye been ordered from Miandoab to Urumia, and situation 
is considered to be very serious. 

‘he telegraph line to Tabreea is cut, and I haye therefore-no news from Consul- 

General, ‘The Persian message was sent for transmission to Khoi. 

Tt js certain, according to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the Turks 
instigated the raid. 


Tehran, April 30, 1908. 





[14898] No. 128. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 1.) 


Sir, India Offee, April 30, 1908, 

T AM direoted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 21st instant, 
as to an application which, it is expected, will shortly be made to the Persian 
Government on behalf of Messrs. Haji Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited), of Manchester, 
for a Concession to extract red oxide on the Island of Sirri, in the Persian Gulf, 

Tn reply, Tam to say that Mx, Secretary Morley concurs in the views expressed 
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs as to. the inappropriatoness of supporting 
te application at Tehran. At the same time, the question arises whether silence on 
bur part at this stage will not be tantamount to standing by, and thus admitting the 
Persian claim. Tam to recall attention to Sir Arthur Hardinge’s note to the Pe 
Government of the lath June, 1904, in whieh le referred to the necessity for a 
reciprocal settlement of the controversy as to jurisdiction between the two Govern 
ments, The present oc ight be taken to revive the intimation then mado. 
If, however, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs would desire to hear the views 
of the Government of India upon the matter before he arrives at any conclusion, @ 
reference will be made to the Viceroy by telegraph. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 





[14937] No. 129. 
Mr, G, Barclay to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received May 1.) 


y %: Constantinople, May 1, 1908. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Following is a repetition of Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 28 dated the 27th 
ultimo received to-day :— 

T learn from ‘Purkish sources that Twhir Pasha is on his way Taek to Urumia. 
With regard to the resumption of negotiations, the Persian Commissioner assures me 
that ie hias no instructions whatever. 

‘This neighbourhood is suffering from a worse state of public onler than ever. 
For the last twelve days communication by telegraph has been intonrupted as the Line 
has been destroyed by Kurds, ‘This telegram is being sent to Tabreor by messenger, 





(14936) No. 180, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 1.) 
(No. 114.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, May 1, 1908. 
URCO-PERSIAN frontier, My telegram No. 112 of the 80th ultimo, 
Russian Consul at Urumia has telegraphed to the Russian Minister confirming 
report of Kurdish raid. ‘There can be no doubt of the gravity of the affair, but the 
original reporls were probably much exaggeratod. 
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[13453] No. 181. 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No, 91.) a # 
(Velegraphic.) P. 

FRONTIER dispute. 

T hiave been informed by Count Benckendorft that if the Persian Government 

carry out, their intention of sending the Mission referred to in your telegram No, 107, 

the Russian Government would give it their support at Constantinople. To this T 

plied that, assuming that a reasonable basis is taken for negotiations, His 

Majesty's Government will also give their support. : 
Please inform M. de Hartwig of abo 


Foreign Office, May 1, 1908. 
































(14866) No, 132. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





{tulozeaphie). Be 
PROTECDION of Babe 
0 to your tele 
slit would sippear to be sufliciently reeognized by the rendering of justice 
‘and xeparation to the man inj 
‘cupation of an island, or the threat of such a proceeding, seems unnecessary, 
erate their claim to the ownership of Bahrein in 


Foreign Office, May 1, 1908, 





06 
























their amended note. 












(15106) No, 188. 


Inia Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 2.) 


Sir, India Office, May 1, 1908, 
IN reply to your letter dated the 23rd April list, Tam EO ee i 

Mr, Scoretary Morley: concurs proposal of the Sceretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to inform Messrs. uM nl Co, that th objection to their 
submitting: for the inspection of Messrs. Andrew Weir Yo, on the condition 
mentioned, the letter addressed to them frot the Foreign Office on the 18th January 
tun CGO proposals for the exploi f the mines of redo: m the Island of 

+ Honma, 














































‘A. GODLEY. 


















(16127) No. 184. 


Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 










Mr. G. Barelay to Sir 





Xo. 103.) 
wraphic) Dy 


Constantinople, 3, 1908, 
FOLLOWING fron Mr W Ee ae ea 


ed yesterday and received 





atislaw, Ur 













yi? 
“The tihabitants of @ number of Persia 
ours vat to the Ts, a 
example, The Kurds fiom Ushnw and) Mergavar are an 
DUUSUARREAC De aoe ai Tipe Cau Give ain eae 
hore is no news of ir Pasha. 

clogitaphie communication has teen restored, but T fear only temporarily.” 





ng refuge in U 
ing of 

Tespo 
m_rospousibility for their 


nia 

following their 
ble for the 

tion. 

























































(15128) 


No. 135, 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir 





Bilicard Grey. —(Received May 3,) 





No, 104.) 
(Welegraphie) P. 


r Constantinople, May %, 1908 
WHE regard to the Kurdish outrag siveatitig in bis lees 


u reported by Mr, Wratislaw in his tele; 
stanlay, Tn informed by. the Porte Hat the Turkish frontier oils 
Veil the Stvctest instructions to prevent the Kurds under their imme 
‘nullity Nomvcopmnitting dopiadations: a ee 
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(15161) No. 136. 
Mr, G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 
(Wo. 210.) 
Sir, Constantinople, April 28, 1908. 


1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Vice 
Consul at Van, inclosing three road sketches, one road report, and a military report on 
the district recently passed through by him on the Turco-Persian frontier, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 





SEES 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 136, 





Vice-Consul Dickson to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Van, March 1, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to inclose three road. sketchos,* one road report, and a 
rnilitary report on the district passed through during my recent journey, which T beg 
that your Excellency will transmit to the military authorities 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) BERTRAM DICKSON, 
Captain, RRA, 


—_—_— 








EE 








Inclosure 2 in No. 136. 








Consul Dickson. 





Reports by Vi 

















Military Report. 


J CANNOP presume what the Russian plan of campaign would be in ense she 
should side with Persia in a yar with ‘Turkey, but: history shows that her usual plan 
has been to invade the Laz coast and 1s a defensive force to 
guard the flank from Bayezid to Julfa. If she w to follow this plan (th 
fherely a supposition), and the ‘Turks found that, after leaving a strong defensive force 
wad Erzetoum and the Laz coust, they could send a large force, say, of the IVth or 
** Corps, to Bayezid and Khoi, while the VIth Ariny Corps could advance by. 
1 to Urumia, the occupation of Azerbaijan and a threatened advance on Caucasia 
would be 2 se to Russia, 

T mention th ity with a view to showing what part some of the districts 
in the attachodl sketches* would play in such au eventuality. 

















































Tn Averbaijan the objectives of the Turks would probably be Urumia, Khoi, 
Marand, T belivye that, wider present conditions, they would have little 
diffieul ing any of these places, if not opposed by Russia, ‘The troops 





(der Malimoud Fayzil Pasha, now at Suj-Bulak, could occupy the Urumia distr 
‘and the troops of the LVth Army Corps at Serai could oceupy Khoi at any moment, 
© Ueumia would, in many ways, form an obstacle to the ‘Turks’ plans should 
they decide to employ the Maraga-Tabreez-Marand rad for the advance of the 
Viih Anmy Corps, as it would separate them from the £Vth Army Corps at, Khot aud 
Salmas, bit it also has its two separate lines of advance and 
retirement. 

‘One may say that the Van Vilayet is at the present moment devoid of provisions 
for warlike purposes. ‘The country has been bled and ruined to such an extent within 
the last few years that it is now in a state of bankruptey. ‘The price of corn is ten 
times what it was seven years ago, and everything else is in proportion ; this is due to 
Scarcity, and not to the cheapness, of money. ‘Thus, I fail to see how any large body 


























* Not reproduced. 
[1580] 2A 





20 


of troops can be provisioned from the Van Vilayet, and the roads and transport 
Srrangemonts are not favourable for provisioning an army from other vilayets farther 
ost or south, ‘Therefore, any Jarge body of troops cast of Van must look for some 
w their provisions. 

fet seems indicated in the Urumia and Salmas Plains and the rich 
country adjoining. L havenot been able to obtain accurate statisties of the production 
Gl thece distriets, but it must be far greater thon the Van Vilayet, while, with the 
‘Purks holding the Lahijan yy road, they could supplement their supplies from 
Mesopotainia as required, ‘Thus, the ‘Turks could form a base at a point where the 
Fond fron Bagdad meets the roads from Van and the west vid Bashkala and Serai. 
‘At Urumnia far better facilities would be found to form a base than anywhere in 
Turkish territory. A large azaar, many eraftsmen, tailors, shocmakers, blacksmiths, 
oy and, altiough in a hostile country, [think the hostility would bes negligible 
quantity. A base at Urumin would be easily defended if weeessary. 

ov defence from the north I believe there is an excellent position along the 
Water-shed between the Kotur Chai and Lake Urumia, south of Khoi (I have only 
scon it from the west end of the position). 

‘There is another strong position south of the Salmas Plain, along the Aghvan 
Daghi and Karabagh Dagh to the lake, Farther south there is still another even 
stronger along the Sheikh \d Argi Daghs to the lake. 

fo the enstiof Urumin thon is the lake, and there are no boats of any import: 
tance on it, 

‘he south L understand that Urumia could be defended by a strong position 
from Ushnuand the Ali Kerim Dagh to the lake, but as this would cut off communi= 
tation with, the Bagdad road a position between Suj-Bulak and the lake would be 

‘able, but do not know the country in that region, 






























































‘his occupation of the Urumin-Salmas district would be 
the Purkish point of view, With a little trouble the Bashkal 
erat roads could be made practicable for wheels; this 


and the Kotur- 
thiree cart roads from Van, 
Vih Army Corps if required, 

With the present state of polities in, Persia the Persian Kurds would, I believe, 
tive the Musks no trouble, and, in fact, might even help them by being sent fo pillage 
fie Persian villages round ‘Tubrees and east. of the lake, These Kurds at present a 
on the side of the Shah against the Enjumans, and the Turks, in their intrigues 
dpe Kun pretend that they are on the Shah's side also, and that their incursions 

Norsian teritory are on lichalf of the Shah. ‘Nhis exeuse secms to satisfy the Kunis’ 
scant ideas of Persian patriotism, if any were needed, They would be delighted to xo 
and seour th reer Cou ight act as a very Y 
the the ‘lurks. 

Tinight mention here that the Arme 
Jeon informed by their Committer i 
With the Russians against Turkey, Ur 
about 3,000 armed sharpshooter to ha 
lines of ¢ 

Tn the ease of a Det 
have to make their objective Amorbaijan and 
Russian frontier in the ease of Russian intervention. 

‘The Turks at the present have a division at Suj-Bulak ; these, with the two 
Dattalions at Mergavver and ‘Tergayver, could at once occupy Urumia and the Sheikt 
Hasit-Atzi Dagh position, while the Serai troops could occupy Khoi and wait until 

‘eed to catty out the rest of the scheme, in the meantime collecting, stores, 
1s a baso in Urumia, and repairing the roads, | If foreed to evacuate Khoi and to 
retire oa Van, they could take up positions on the hills east of Khoi, where the Kotur 
Co vs the Khoi Plain, ‘The valley between this position and Zeri is « deep, 
Inomntainous, eragay gore, and could easily he held by a small force; between Zerit 
ind Keviik the hills are thrown back, and the valley is more open, and every few miles 
Guy comes across ideal defensive positions; the two best are probably at Habashi and 
Tinile west of Kotur, 

The line of hills west of the Uramia Plain could be utilized in a retirement to the 
vest from Urumia, but, owing to the open country behind and the numerous passes 
Through these hills, they. would be liable to be turned. The main position would 
he across the Baradost Chai, by Bajirka and Kotul Dagh, guarding the rond to 
Gavyar, 





by Kotur, Deir, and Bajirka for use by 













































revolutionaries in V 
lis that in the event of war they will side 

wd by the Russians they could: mobilize 
the ‘Turks about the frontier and on their 















sia only 1 believe the Turks would 
40-8 to have their force near the 
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Owing to the unusually bad weather experienced on my journey it was quite 
impossible to follow some of the routes Livould have liked to have taken, so as to lave 
inate a more comprehensive sketch, as the toads were already snow-blocked for the 
inter, ‘The same reason—ineessant blizzards of snow and rain, which continued 
Throughout my journey—prevented my taking observations of sun or stars for my 
position, The atiched Sketches are therefore only road traverses with compass and 
watel 

T found the existing intelligence map of the country round the Persian frontier 
very inaccurate and confusing, especially in the districts of Baradost, Mergavver, and 
TTergavver, many villages being marked which do not exist, amd others, as Naychellan 
and Mastaka, being marked in twice over. 

‘The road between Bashkala aud Gayvar is marked as passable for wheels in the 

*y Report, “Turkey in Asia,” vol. ii. This is not strictly the case, South of 

‘loran, crossing the Messel Chai, is some 2 miles of very steep, rocky track, ant 
farther south, descending from the high hills to dhe Nihail Chai, before one enters the 
Gavvar Plain, is some 2 or 8 miles of bad, narrow, rocky track ; all of this is quite 
impracticable for wheels, and would require considerable blasting and constructing 
vofore being made so, 

"The road from Urumia to Serai vit Sulmas and Kotur was formerly practicable 
for wheels all through, but, owing to frontier troubles, the section between Khoi and 
Kotur lias not been used for the last three years, and, being in a deep, rocky gorge, 
hias been entirely washed away. it is impassable for wheols, and with 
Aifgalty for Norse; there are two place whore packs require to be unloaded and 

a by hand. 
(Signed) BERTRAM DICKSON, 
Van, Captain, RBA. 


Route Report: Urumia, Salmns, Kotur, Sorai, Karaau, Vane 





[siti Dasepon 





by Tabroce gate: broad unmotalled track with dite 
‘sich side across fiat fertile plain covered with 
ie villages, gardens, and is, and ibtersteted. by 
ization canals, many of thea lar, and formidable obstacles 
for cavalry or artillery, which would be obliged to, keep to the 
tracks, of which then are inany from villa to. village jn and 
About the fields, Many’ of the vineyards, villas, yatdens, Ke, re 
Sotoaed by igh vals ahd fi ‘ © villages and 
werais are also walled, lating hills 60x 6 ni 
jake Urn some 12 i 
rice stores of fr ‘ould obtained and 
Tielghbourinye hills, Wood is pt very abun 
is a telegraph from Wevmia 0 Diliman and tabrewz, and 
ae th a ta of unghie, 
belonging to th sh notabilit 
harbash, Hatan Cchardachcw large vir on Ie gure anid villas aid vinyls 
Toft and right. Hatungan 1 mile left. 7 
Diza, 3 s+ | Diza on right. 
Carrecsaloo Garressaloo 4 mile 
Roadikeut Woadikeut 1 mile left. 
Kanjiwat 2 Kanjiwat $ mile righ 
Sanaa, Janata} nile ih 
Kizil Sheik ‘ Hkh, large village each side of rad, eross large enna Ly: 
culvert (stone), 10 feet. ‘ 


mile right 0 
Pel pe dy 
ali 4 valle right, small bill 9 
Askerabad Askerabad. } o catals, stone culverts; 
cyande(aralled) on left, open cultiented lis right. 
orfestehouses gardens and villas right. Plain descends 
feet to basin of Nazlu C 





*@ Not reproduced. 
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Klinnayt ps aa 


Karomabat, caravans 


Hinwnikendi 
Kiris, Hnmmamlar 


Aebalkondi a. 


Kalnugi 


sola 


Kbntakt 
Meenas 


Alwar 
AMiatat 








syoxs cana stone culvert. ‘To villages of Arafi on left, Dede 

aie stel Caos large canal bridge atone one arch 12 feet. 

Oral lange Kur sage 

Aika Tf ies i 

eens nll riekt on tanks of Nazld Chai, 80 feet wiles 

T fnetirngeeravel baton, earch brick beidize 
reer Eike weet to where i curses Ino 

throveh a decp uareoW rocky gorge Set. 
ee ip caped rocky peaks cu the right ike Buttress 

mathe wige af te pata. beyond these peaks, and inlosel by 

Crane ius artsy putea sloping to she asl Duets 

Tees betcet Séat andy batted by the: Kardar Shek, 

ae eattet the Peeing in the pai, This Somal extend 

tHe py to te Ril Da south ofS 

snd lefts Gross eo cata 

Seether Ruel laze Open cultivated elds al round, 

Fran Hike ene togethers about 2b ales righty called Aula 

ia 

Ahern 3 

iif plateau of round 

Heda thee rake 

Shalt we eh 


ls, called Argt Da on left, with 


Jes Jott fit stall valley, 
41 carxcanseral on ros 
ft. Rowl now passes 
bet sot Arai Dn 
ake slain, whieh here appiosclies road 
gaan 8 nies right on lake shore. 

EINE fort o uateshouse, Tezekent 5 mile foft, lake shore mile 
Wiehe, Small peaiusule of hills descends to toad from Argi D. 
Dak nile ri 

ili 2 miles et under ei 

Anvopyn al tH0 
Haron 8 wale Yet cp ‘with large gaedens, below 
fvstnall conical bill in valley. 

(iv nile Fight. Cross dey river bed 
‘UW Fist Cros a flat plain cultivated 
Kus yi h gardens ard vineyards. 
Cross atten from. lefts rod passes thiongh, vineyards } 
ast says of eutious Tony razorsbacked rock. (ross strea 
fro loft 
} Ga ws sie Assyrian sll 
Seaiolataul lanes ued villages rich orchards, &e. 
Te sliotivy travke hy AUKAN joes round: slopes 
Salinas some three! lowes st 
foittey yas heals ts inhabited 
Ghanictens \-elain of hilly rune 96 
Tein ronspleuois yaa, Several stall tre 
Misa large’ Ried ilu with stinging facts 
ia arse eatasauseral, Fron fh 
Wvatereoyira, Which Ht floes ip £0 
Ceduels fh range’, toatl puasable fOr 98 
ilbwsc a bene Fight sok is frequently w 
Barn dich D. Vak 
piers 
Ath ‘Topvat jassan eas aloe des 
ill on sa at 
Thote 
‘ervey bien far si 
eS ange ued ellage Faniles le np this 
ra stall sal 
lating slopes, ising 





Gedjoh 0 
Gaandciouse Valley opens oat to Sains Pai, 
Nliderac a, wallet sill 1 les eizht shore of 
Here Dds sts MASI: 
Ser Geduel Raat tts left al 
We Shaw fara pe village, Lule right in Ha grassy’ pla. 
Te cade hay en Be 
sf ule eho nrvn) ets Cw 6 
ileus Heft round orth wu of crag ot et 
Rea fru kt eoning dawn a valley from Aglvan D. 
Fe) ules ltt ny this vl wer a crag 
Sdaeatiod silage: {mike lft, Two eras on eft ome 
o bsereids 
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Miles Description. 





Sslmas Plain «. 


Dirishiki 


Haftowan 
Rhosrava 


Kubna Sheb 
10, 


rowan 


Chichek 
Tawa, ‘i 
Reshyiron, Gengoji 


Hodar, Bake Hodar 


Keupilan 


tain 
Shoiraki 


Yeatikan 


Topsadile 
Kotur Chai Ford 


Alwali Hindoran 


(1580) 








"Se 10. suites wide to 30 miles long, well watered by slogtish 
Streams from surrounding hills, and where drained aud irrigated 
Say fertile. Numerous (ange ch, prosperous villages dotted: 
| Wiekn Sineyards and orchards and) trees: planted along canals 
tive is db name of n district, Road across marshy plait 
rs several sinall slvgisiy areas trom, left, which flows £0 
a Zola Cai 3 niles right, Several villages along, banks of 
ce straygeing village, some 400 hoses 
Stalled gardesisandacrossfieldsand cultivation, Many ierigation 
Shanniels 
Haftowin, lar 
another. 
Khostavay taro rich Assy 
Tavarint Fathers and Fre 
tlie ancient 
walled town, tostly rune 
ive for eatile atid sheep trade. Diliman, the: éopit 
130. dirty’, walled (ruined mud) city, and 
to Prana, ish iniles northeast, Hag a large. 
ar Jaane stores of food should bo obtainable at Salman, as 
A rich agricultural district. Road trom: Khostaya across 
ated feldss Cross large canal by a mill 
ts large village, 
cline village 1 aie Loft Cross @ steeanfrom 


sino fon left Ayan 1 ileon ft where pa ons ad 
atin alope si orteyest, Cros stream from Te 
iy ge of il 
I thon morc, Mousanjuly lange Kon vitage 
Mc det sna lod, Roa ow follows up 
ret unctyof Salinas Pla, parame rx 
ta 1 ll tft in a Salay fron tet, 
tae iat of Choban D, an Sura De 
under sal ick, 
ft unde rll hillock ‘ 
sie Ap niles, up «valley cn Taf Cross 
from right. : 
yD valley from lft. Hosar nile 
Wee Vat ilu ths valley a tulned 
Pati rork citadel an caver on aD cE 
fara anal il. Valley eosin, Cros 
sre shel eames dvs from a deep valloy 
rom west 
storie ile idee stall ill, Ascend a spurs 
Trban sual! Mee «rf track, over 
i saves fo hy Da 
‘i sal wl th 
ae iene olan easy ml 
Whe avatey fron went wing wong the slo 
Kevin Taawe drs vue bal flow: down 
ney Vales pens 0 a al as 
fn 
ra flo 0 


Se aon mos Ro ime i 
sua fam sal aay see vo te 
SUL am wae Floy tones mal ravi 1 8 
eae troa Kut Daa lft Hoa gay. 

Fee eer slope ing tank over broke te 
i Fe niin 

‘ge 

Die 

oP hel bt 

yaad 

How mute destroyed by Tei 
ahve een for mules, Wh ‘ota wat handl 

Teens sii 86H a 

ena ints 


join fron ht valley: are Minaliy 
tniles, Hindovan, ‘nites, both Is 
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Place, ale se Description. Description. 
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Kluilalich s+ | Khailaich. ruined vitlage 4 mile right, ‘Two corries on left 4 Kerapsoriky small village 14 miles right. 
Broken rocky. hills Lae , road bad; small valley on left, Mehmedalan, village of Hh Aga of Mukurl, of Baml- 
Fstoran 1 nile left, high upon hill top. Enter small gorge, road dich, 7 miles left end of plain. Track crosses small saddle into 
round rocky ledge. fn open plateau of higher level, low undulating bills 6 miles on 
Khan & Soul open flat with jateh of cultivation, and a ruined Kban beside Heth and small loc on eft this plan iene lashkenerg 
soe sulphur springs. Corrie on left Fe 
Karagoul Su .. Soll arog ia org, Karagen Su joing from west-southwest, Gunelere Guzelder, village of Aguite Aghn Takuri Hamidi, 2 miles right. 
er river, Corties right and left : ‘Very slight descent into marshy plait 
tach side of river. Rounds ozerik age of Sultan, Hey Takuri, Major of Hamidie ; 4 miles 
all corrie left, Few cypress a _ Fight under hill side. Small stream’ froin lft. 
Ds Hen Be "Thre Geridit ‘Small stream from left. Geridel 4 mile left, Marshy plain. on 
i rapids, oad very bad, mules have right with cultivation, Low ills other side of plain, with several 
ivtandled, Presipices on right, and high crags . ‘nal valleys running down to marsh 
jeon Fight, oad inriver bed round a boule (Iad, Akborik | Atthorik, village of Hossein Boy. chief of the ‘Taku asshiret; and 
‘neh water). Corres Yeft and right... Ruined Colonel of Hamidieh, 4 miles right, on far side of plain. Grose 
Another tal fede; miles have to. be unloaded and snall stream from left. 
ne 150 yastle, “High erage both sides, ruined ‘Tarkane, Yenghie, Sheyd ‘Tarlshane aud Yenghiz, in small valley other side of plain 2 and 8 
i All nailes right. Sheyd’ Ali, in some hillocks 2 ight. Old 
Klinn (cuined) Il open tat. Valley opens, hills Yess roeky: and form inscriptions on some rocks, Plain. closes in and 
the river and read have asconded higher) descends to a slightly lower le 
Pepa letteet trovg Winall rocky, pork ‘Tashroon ee ‘Tashroomi, another village of Hussein Bey, of Takuri; large house 
Another siuall gorge and rapids. Opens out Saar 5 
lor, low Chiboulks Chitooklt Yerid village, 4 miles loft. ‘Track eros, stream, and 
{oing north rounds another large marshy plain, Small stream 
tion. § r 3 find valley from right 
ley right. Pirmairam Pirnairam 1 anile tight on hillock, Cross marshy stream from « 
ralleyoF be ile let in this basins Small ey on rghit 
right. open, and track ood, though Patchouktt c+} Patchiokitt miles up this valley. ‘Track now tums west, following 
Homa the river, which is easly north edge of marshy plain, Grassy undulating hills on rights 
altivation where drained on left, 
wth patches of eultiv Guclaguent .. Fe lit. Guelagueni 2 miles up this valley. 
places Paiches of beushwood : Nawaicr vilage of All gla, of Makual 190 hot 
went jon from i Haspirest ins from right. Mnspitesh miles up this valley, 
Mabie se 8 | 107 ity Kut his on left, some Cross Fi Walijan jon, Yezidi village, 2 miles loft, other side of marshy plain, 
valley from left Open iat cultivation Ke n of valley closes in, 
Habasli, Ashngi, Kelt .»] 1} | 1085 | Ms twenty Runt huts valley from right, Kelt 4 Seidibox cs} mile left, High conical peak of Koorakbia D, 8 nites 
iaeal for side of valley. Wind rotind a small horye-shoo valley 


SS 


TiAl Yok) \ noctheweate —Habashi Yokari milo right in ; 
: fC ehough a shor rps road Derjiamet Fight, Doriamot } mile rights 80 hats Dorjaaae 
frequent Valley opens out ogi, hls on exch i ills, Gansu tf right up this valloy, All Veal, 
side ently undalatig Haji Yeni 10 nul Sal i 
aa RAN an Era ofa Tem feat oF 0 Perpa hack Ghevrakt 20, Verdi 20 Shirt Kurd hts Tone Agha. Shiel 
enka. Open Tiamidieh lives here, Mars becomes « steam, Her sal 
trwan jolts fot “i alloy. Hater sali open basin and mara Toa Day Dag 
‘Hows 4} miley, nd Gi y Shomeldin .. Tele Shall open valley of basin from Tet, Th iar Shente 
ic) Avo sual villages ete : lin, 0 hata Gt Armenian Yeriis and Atlan Kurds ml ttt 
a Hazara, Hogbaskessen «|. arate "tlle efi Hogtaskessen 3 mils Toft, Mars end, 
Tol (roti 44 | uty Tram leit: Roy thirty Kurd hots a ‘ream recooimences, 
yet aie fete tn P Kal amare Kale, Ye, jl et 
Se ee eae ae Yarinkaya, Ragaban Valley from eight. Yarinkayn, Yeridh, ilo right, in valley, 
Wien ee ells Y I viloge 8 ales high up ths valle. Hacnhan 1 tales right, in wally, Ford steams good gravel 
2 Peony 19 gs wid 2 et de, 
Piraip uaaluy asgalar oh kas Aghchichal Valley lett from Akta.Dagh Agiichechai milo up this valley, 
‘i ioe see oe aha “ek aw eves a aid ha 
i : sloyes of Kotur Chat Valley: 1 nue ‘Paley joins fons rghit, Une 
‘al 3 miles further Lee halgw baat Chemakh r ‘Track over wndulath slop, 
Younn ¥ : yin aus thets Mian Runt hte; n right Woussuf Aga, Cross ° 
ib ow scl Daghvera +. Doglvetan (Kf le lefty na Hollow on bil sid, Dayco nto 
Kon Get Sil nacchy swat op lft “Kaz Gea” Country now a high lat *Esoall open iaain below, high peak of AktaD. 
Hatt wt ow tala ‘on (eft are large tat sans Raho, Pimmehmed alin GR), ssty huss Piel (K) 1p oy eght in basin 
nally bigher  Unose bevel Taitmacl Alin of dhe Shvil lives at Rainn, Track rasan 
, night to mnarc O ll ‘ small deep valley and steup ascent over a al, 
Shartann 2 : vig talon ght. Sharabkane iain al from Kordzat Yo. Vay vil Arelag’ 
Cross sal streaus from Fight g ‘loge in 
Rule Aleta Ged ‘Top of Abba D. Ged gradual doscent down » gran spur to Lako 
i Gungon nites and enter Sorat Plan 2 Richa. 
3 a le a ie ete Karkunduz Karakuniuz largo Armenian village in marshy plain on shores of 
‘ee Sera, chiet age of Caza, Ratan : Take Arclag,” Good cullvation; apy telgation aud drainage 
Tatas ful Track winds about cultivation aud marshes 
ue : Archag +s Gross two marshy srenns, -Atehag, lange Armenian village; oat 
eaten ore series rere Cia Curr REED 
E route i. 
Van Gardens .. Van Gardens. 

















Astuii d rfl | ). Road to Van direct goes west 
Road to Mukuri 
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(25371) No. 187. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 4.) 


Sir, India Office, May 2, 1908. 

y reply to your letter dated the 25th ultimo, ay to the use of the Gera fla 
by certain native, onts in the Persian Gulf, T am directed to say that Ms otary 
Nostay concurs in the view of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Application should be mad to the Intemational Slavery Bureau at Brussels for copies 
Tey papers relating to these boats; and that, in the absence of valid cextitentes, 

1 PT Ad be brought to the notice of the German Government, provided the 
aoanatt in the Gulf can certify that no unauthorized British flags are being flown by, 
Faeom att in. these waters Tn view, however, of the embarrassment that sill be 
matt rit is found that there has been any irregularity in the use of the British flag, 
Mr, Morley would suggest that, unless 8i thinks it inexpetient to ineur any 
delays it might be betier to await tho reeeipt of Major Cox’s report on the point Defers 
takiNiemngy action, Copy. of a telegram to the Government of India asking that the 
roport may be expedite is inclosed.® 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G, CAMPBELL, 





(15332) No, 138. 
Indin Office to Horeign Office. — (Received May 4.) 


VIE Under Seeretary of or Tndin presents his compliments to the Unde 

of State for Foreign and, by diteetion of Mx. Secretary: Morle 
forwards herewith, for the info ary of State, copy of a telegram. 
{the Viewroy, dated the 30th April, relative to the use of the German flag by native 
dhows in th orsian Gull 


Indiv Office, May % 1908. 


EE 
Inclosure in No. 138. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


phic) Ps dia Office, April 30, 1905. 
Hotter trom Resident, Persian Gulf, forwarded with letter dat 
uty in Boreign Department, — Lingal dhows flying G 
If inquiry at £ntornasional Bureau shows tht papers have wot heen deposit 
riceopdanee with) Art osty’s 
to ving matter to ne i Unless, however, 1 
contity (hat inv waters ti question ou 
Will lie practicable, Repors on this point should be expedi 





(16376) No. 189. 


Mr. \larling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 117.) 

(olographie.) Pe ‘Tehran, May 4, 1905. 
MILITARY Atiachés in Persia, Your tole 1) of the 20th April, 1908. 
To uot ave how either of the Military Attachés at Tehran and Meshed could do 

tho work of both posts, ‘Their duties are quite distinct ; the former is, practically 

Gxolusively occupied with Russian Central Asian affairs, while the latter's duties are 

generally those of a Military Attaché at any other post, but here mainly obtaining 

taformation of resources, topography 
Mie maintenance of the post Here is, in my opinion, most desirable, ‘There are 
many (uestions ou which the Military Attaché is able, in a country like Persia, to 


* See No. 138. 
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(15264) No. 136°. 


‘Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


ee St, Petersburgh, April 30, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 205 of the 23rd fant ioe te Hees to 
report that a punitive expedition has been dispatched to the Dymansky Post on the 
Risso-Persian frontier to operate against the Persian Chieftain Khan Kuli Khan 
“The expedition, which left Tifis on the 28th instant, is composed of one battalion 
of rifles one section of quick-firing mountain artillery, and one sotnia of Cossacks. Tt 
icipated that it-eannot reach its destination before the 5th Ma *, 
isn oa sual oonrta ae ll atching this expedition is one 
re instance of the dilatory and inefficient ma ii i e administrati 
Rae ag ry ent manner in which the administration of the 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRN 
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give valuable advice, without which few civilians could form a just opinion otherwise. 
here is, moreover, no other member of the Legation who could in case of need be 
detached from Tehran. Also, the Military ‘Attaché is in charge of the Minister’s escort, 
and is the only one competent to deal with questions connected with civilian Consuls’ 

ards, 
e ‘That there should be some Anglo-Indian element in the Legation is, I am strongly 
of opinion, indispensable, as it tends to save direct consultation with the Indian Govern- 
ment, and I think that no one is better able than an official enjoying the semi- 
independent position of Military: ‘Attaché to represent this element. 

T feel that the efficiency of the jon would be very seriously affected by the 

abolition of the post, and much work, which would be more easily and efficiently 

erformed by an Indian officer, would be thrown on the staff. The position of the 
Peaauen would, moreover, he inferior to that of other Legations; the Cossack. brigade 
supply the Russians with information, the Germans have a military officer attached, and 
there is a Turkish Military Attaché. 


























































[15378] No. 140. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 115.) 

(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 4, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of telegraphs. Your telegram No 89 of the 28th April, 1908, 

's Majesty's Consuls at Meshed and Seistan know of no regulation prohibiting 

Russians from sending British messages, and according to Russian Minister there is 

none, He further states that on other lines all messages are accepted by Russian 

signallers. On the Meshed-Seistan line, however, Russian signallers appear hitherto to 

have rarely transmitted British mess: and then rather as a favour; they could 

presumably decline in practice in the absence of any special arrangement. 






———S leo 



























(15106) No, 141. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 4, 1908. 

LAM dicted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th ultimo, inqui Whether there is any objection to your 
submitting to the inspection of Messrs Andrew Weir and Co. the letter from this 
(Office of the 18th January last relative to your proposal to form a Company for the 
purpose of buying from the Muin-ut-Tujjar the red oxide on the Island of Hormuz. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir HE, Grey has no objection to your permitting 
Messrs. Weir to see the letter in question, subject to the condition that the information 
so conveyed to them is treated by them as strictly confidential. 





























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





{15480) No, 142. 


Mr, Marting to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mai 





(No. 119.) 
(Welegraphic.)_P. Tehran, May 5, 1908. 










ESTABLISHMENT of German Bank. 

T haye been informed by the German Minister that it is hoped that the German 
Banke will bo able to seoure the services of Mr. Rabino, as it would be useless to open 
without them. 


a eS 


[1580] 2C 
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(14198) No. 148. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 5, 1908. 

1 AM’ directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to ae eon Gas 
letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to your proposals for the formation of a Company 
to work Muin-ut-Tujjar's Concessions for the extraction of oxide from mines on the 
island of Hormuz, 

1am to inform you 
His Majesty’s Charaé dA fai 











reply that a 0 
at Tehran for his 





f your letter will be forwarded to 
formation and guidance, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 
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(15748) No. 147. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 
(No. 77.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
PERSIA 
I am informed by M, Isvolsky that he has received news of a disquieting nature 
from Persia, where some kind of anti-Dynastie outbreak was expected to occur to-day. 
The late Ministry had not been replaced. It was reported that, Prince Firman Firma 


was aiming at establishing Prince Nasar-ed-Din on the Throne of Persia, while the 


St. Petersburgh, May 7, 1908. 


Mullahs at Erbela and Bagdad were preaching against the present Shah, 





(15545) No, 144, 


Mr. Preece to Foreign Offi 





ce.—(Received Muy 6.) 








1, St. James’ Place, London, May 
the receipt of your desp: 
Shi 





he honour to acknovwleds 
to the oil wells wt Kase: 
il hy the Oil Syndicate to thank you for the same, and also Captain 
Haworth for the interest shown in their eonc For the moment itis not considered 
advisable to take any action, but if oil is found in the south-west, and Y 

formed to work it, these wells will have their attention. 














T have, &. 
(Signed) JN, PREECE, 





[18229] No. 145, 


Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. Marling.” 

Sen) y fo Mr. Marling 

Sin, Foreign May 6, 1908. 
LTPRANSMED to you herewith fa lottor from Sts. B, ew! ME in 

Which jy inclosed a Meniorandum containing cortain suggestions as to the steps which 

should he taken to make use of the facilities afforded by the Anglo-Russian Agrecment 

rexpueting Persia for the advancement of British interests in the southern part of that 

couitiy, togetlier with copy of the reply which has been returned to that communi 

cations 

1 should be: 

estions nade by 

















ou may have to offer on the 








Lam, &e, 


sued) GREY, 





(18229) No. 1h, 
Koreign Office to Mr. J. D. Rees, MP. 








(Gonfidential,) 
Sir, Foreiyn 0, 
2 “ea yn Office, May 6, 1908. 
etary Sir Bdwand Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 







rey’s thanks for your communication, 
in it, as well as other cognate matters, 
n of His Majesty's Government. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








* Also to India Offce, mutatis mutandis 


15747) No. 145. 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 
(No. 106.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 7, 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Wratisla, Urumia, No. 30 of yesterday's date :— 
“Por the moment the country is relatively quiet, 
“The Persian Mi for Foreign Affairs has telegraphed to the Persian Come 
sioner the tenor of Tahir Pashu's instructions (see Mr. Barclay’s telegram to me of 
th April), and the Persian Commissioner is instructed to enter into negotiations 
on the basis of the neutral zone and the Treaty of Exzeroum, and to report the results 
of his action 





. 149, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 
122; 
zraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, May 8, 1908, 
WII reference to my telegram No, 105 of the 16th ultimo, and to despatch, 
No. 196 of the 17th ultimo from Sir A, Nicolson, on the subject of the Kermanshal 
customs. 
In reply to the Memorandum from the Russian Government of the 15th ultimo, 
you should inform M. Isvolsky that’ our Representative at Tehran hias been instructed 
the {mperial Bank of Persia, instead of being seeured on 
sferred to those of Bushire, and that in the 
solution proving impossible of attainment, Mr. Marling has been 
authorized to conclude an Agreement whereby the receipts from Kermanshah shall 
the two hanks, as was, [ rinderstand, suggested by the Financial 
Agent in Persia of the Russian Government, 
You should further inform M, Isvolsky that the result of the offorts made by Its 
Majesty’s Changé d’Affaires has not yet been reported to me. 





{15748} 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No. 94.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 8, 1908. 
POLITICAL situation. 
Mz. U'Beirne’s telegram No, 77 of the 7th May. 
Facts should be reported by you. 
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114898] No. 151, 
Foreign Office to Inilin Office. 








Foreign Office, May 8, 1908. 

to acknowledge the receipt of your 
vhich, it is reported, will shortly 

; half of Messrs. Haji Ali AKbar and Sons 

(Limited), of Manchester, for a Concession to extract red oxide on the Island of Si 

With regard to the last sentence of that letter, Fain to state that Sir f 
of opinion that it would he desirable, before arriving at any defi 
the couse to be followed in the matt nthe views of the Government of 
on the question whether His Majesty’s Government should per 
Persian Government of 
protest 
to them in the sense suggested, 

Lam also to refer to the last paragraph of Mr. M: 
and to state that, Sir B, Grey would be glut to receive an expression of Sccretary 
Viscount. Morley’s opinion as to the advisability of obtaini om the Company 
interested an asstrance of thie nature suggested by His Majesty's Consul at Bushire. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


Edward Grey 











letter of the 2 
be made to the Persi 














ndia 
t the assertion by the 
sion to grant such a Concession to pass without a 
fo request that a telegraphic addressed 






















let’s letter of the 21st ultimo, 









{15970} No, 152, 


Mr, Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 120) Wy "y.—(Received May 9.) 
(Tolographic.) P. Tehran, May 9, 1908. 
No REENTIONS tetween te and the Assembly. Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram 
No. 77, 

‘Phe Shah's wuipopula 








‘ ity lias cortainly increased of late, aud a mee 
his deposition has heen talked of among th The meeti 
ce, However, and there has followed the ation with the 
Tho Ministers have now returned to office. The as 
always possible, but 1 seo no reason to appreliend a 
(Repeated to India and St. Petersburgh.) 


ng to discuss 
1g did not take 
sembly 
iation of the Shah is 
e danger. 
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Foreign Office to Indix Office. 


mS Foreign Office, May 9, 1908, 
Sir Edvard Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
ive to the use of the German flag by certain native 





AM dinveted hy Se 
Tetter of the 2nd inst 
oats in the Porsian Gulf, 
1 to inform you, in reply, that Sir B, G 
Viscount Morley, thit it would he better to a 









concurs in the view of Secretary. 
the receipt of an assurance from 











tis °s Gousul-Cenoral at Bus! tinauthorized British flags are flown 
by native craft in the Gulf, before taking any action either at Brussels or Berl 
Tam, & 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 
(15976) No, 164. 


Mr, Marling (0 Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received May 11.) 


(No, 78.) 
Sir, 


: Tehran, April 9, 1908 
© to my despateh No. 26 of the Lith February, Ihave the honour 


with eopies of printed correspondence in regard to the affairs of the 
ate with which I liave been furnished by His Majesty's Consul-General at 
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Amin-us-Sharieh has been dismissed from the service of the Ispahan Consulate” 
Geueral, as he had in every way failed to give satisfaction to Mr, Barnham, 
Ihave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 15: 





Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Cox. 


(Confidential.) Alwaz, December 30, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram No, 42, of which 1 sent you a copy by last post, 
inform of the pressure being put on Mr, Reynolds by'his principals to adopt 
a conciliatory attitude towards the Khans, in particular in regard to the question of 
demanding from them compensation for losses, I have now the honour to forward copies 
ot a Memorandum addressed by the Syndicate Board to Mr. Reynolds on the sane 
subject, and of letter from the Khans which is attached to this Memorandum, 

2, Before procecding further T would say that, owing to the continued state of 
collapse of the telegraph line, my telegram No, 42 has not. yet heen dispatehed to 
Tehran, and that Twould therefore suggest that you should telegraph such a message 
ty His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires as that telegram and the present letter 
may render advisable in your opinion. 

3. With regard to the Syndieate’s Memorandu 
attributing to the pen of Mr. Preece, I quite appreciate the anxiety which it iy onl 
natural that the appearances of the cireumstances should arouse in their winds, but wit 
the opinion which I have formed of the Klaus’ character and my reading of present 
signs, [ cannot concur in the estimate of the situation which they deduce from the 
diatribes of the Khans. 

On the other hand, in the further light of the 




























which I have little hesitation in 

















ers whieh I have received from 








4. ‘The result of our dealings with the Khans during the past year has been to 
reduce them from a state of bullying confidence to one of apprehensive respeet. ‘They 
have played overy card in the ganie of bluff, blackmail, intimidation, complaint against 
myself, and finnily their I mn of responsibility, and fave seen us hold 
on unmoved; aud they are now secki cover theit false slop, in employing their 
ultimate weapou without effect, and to bring things back to the situation which preceded 
tlieir coup mangué As this suits our purposes, Lconsider it our policy t make their retreat 
thom, and [am acting on this line 

Our policy now to one of concession would, in my opinion, be the best way 
° confidence to the Khans, and that would only viean the renewal of their old 
exactions with the addition of a hundred new ones, and the employment of the methods 
of last winter and spring =robbery and disturbances—to lend force to their demands, 

. The Syndicate is also probably not aware of the siato of Messrs, Laynch's affairs, 
whieh will continue to demand unrelaxed stringency on the part of the Legation and 
myself as its representative, and which, as the Khans’ minds do nut work in watertight 
compartments, will continue to colour our general relations with them, and this will be 
tlie case even were the Oil Syndicate to start a policy of invincible complaisauce, Some 
of the effects of this interdependence of different interests might perhaps be obviated! by 
the Syndicate conducting their own negotiations, and if they are prepared to 
uidertake this they might depute Mr, Preece to come out here for the purpose, 

6, feel confident that the opinion expressed above will meet with the concurrence 
of the Legation, and I have only written at this length im case it should he considered 
advisable to offer the Syndicate any full exposition of my views. 

7. [tis to be kept in mind that the Memorandum deals only with the deduction of 
the compensation claims, from the November instalment, and that the writer of it 
is apparently in ignorauce of the Khaus’ declaration of the 1th November, and of the 
suspension cf the whole instalment, and still further of the subdued manner in which this 
action has been received by the Khans. As regards the compensation, from the point 
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of view of immediate effect, there might not be much danger in maintaining silence on 
the subject for the time being, so long as the Khans were not aware that it was an 
intentional or calculated silence on our part, From the point of view of ultimate effect, 
the longer the question ot recovery is postponed, the more difficult will the operation 
heeome, Nor, even the Syndicate consenting, could the eventual renunciation of claims 
be regarded with favour, as such action would tend to compromise the force of our 
demands made in si vilar cases in the future on behalf of Messrs. Lynch Brothers or 




















es 





id and the effective intentions of the Khang are not to be 
guthered from the tone of their letters, written violently with the deliberate design of 
producing a particular impression, {admit that the instability of the Central Govern- 
Ment is an wisatisfactory tactor, but 1 do not consider it dangerous, 

‘There is nothing in the Agreement to show that the 2,000. was in fact granted the 
Khans for the use of their land. Remuneration for this was guarauteed in various 
other ways; and the Khans themselves have at no time put forward this arzument. 
Concessions would not be a matter of a few krans, 

iNeie is no responsible Chief amongst the Bakhtiaris outside the ruling familic 
‘The guards at yresent are nominally supplied by, and under the control of, the most 
influentia} men in the district, I thoroughly: appreciate the desirability of work 
on quietly, and conceive that our present policy, however improbable it may seem from 
the remoteness of London, is the hest ealculated to secure that end, 

‘Phe payient of the extra 500f, is recommended, but the provisional clauses which 
follow box the whol: question. Who is going to. guarantee any promise made by the 
Kiwwns that they will supply atequate guards, &e.? 

‘The statement that the situation will he Improved by the finding of ol is a lailuey 
my opinion, exnetly the reverse will be the case, more especially if it has been preceded 

period of concession-making on our own part 
Where demands contrary to justice are made, cone 
secure satisfaction or gratitude, and will only act as an 
progressive blackmailing, 

9, As the Memoraudum recognizes that the Khans’ letter is a tissue of lies, iti 
Umiiecessary to discuss the dubious compliments paid to Mr. Preece, or the invcetive 
aginst my ovr manuor and. language, while the elaborate misstat 
can be judged in the tight of the facts, which are mostly publie property 
feature about this letter, however, to which [think it proper to call attention, and 
that iy te Wentity of the addressee, whieh is concealed under the style of a. Persia 
friend, 

On my general knowl 
to exam the internal evider 

1 Appears trom the Khans' letter thit he is a man whose friendship they have 
dyed Tor some time; Wit he is acquainted with the confidential aifairs of the 
snidicate and Messrs. Viyneh Brothers, and. that he was, ani probably is, attached to 
British Consulate, and filly that he was with Mr, Preece when the Agreement with 
the Wis was drawn up with the Syndieate (at Shalanar). 

Vhis can only he one person, the Amin-ts-Sheriah, who has for years held the 

osition of Confidential Agent or Adviser in the Ispahan Consulate-General, ‘This man 
Was a protéyé of Mr. Preece’s, but has failed to give satisfaction to Mr, Barnham, 
which enables me to raise this point without losing a couple of months by first roferring 
tothe latter, 

My object in writing on the subject is to call attention to what appears to me 
the highly reprehensible conduct of this man, a Government servant, in establishing 
himself” as an independent and secret intermediary between the Syndicate and the 
Khan. “His correct action under the circumstances, which is recognized even by the 
Khans, was to lay the matter before his official superior, with whom all further aetion 
should have rested. "That he did do so appears inconceivable, as in that ease I should 
have een informed by His Majesty's Consul-General, and the Khans’ letter, had it 
reached the Syndicate at all, would have done so through official channels. But the 
blame in the matter appears to me to extend beyond this man and attach also to the 
recipients of the letter, who have suppressed the identity of it transmitter, and who, for 


all that is known, may have returned some reply, compromising or otherwise, through 
the same medium, . 







































nor conciliation will never 
ieitement to constant and 
























Thave little doubt as to who he is, but it is sul 





ent here: 
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10, Assuming that no hint of this correspondence was made to His Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan, T would suggest that he might be consulted as 
to whether he could obtain a direct admission from the Amin-us-Sheriah of his having 
been a party to it. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 154, 
Mr, J. Jenkins to Mr. G, Reumolds, 


(Private,) 9 Gracechureh Street, London, December 6, 1907. 

1 HAVE been requested to hand yon the inclosed translation of a letter from the 
Bakhtiari Khans to a Persian friend; also a Memorandum dealing with this letter. 
Kind regards, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 154, 
‘Memorandum addressed by the Concessions Syndicate to Mr. G. Reynolds. 


‘VHB inclosed translation of a letter ftom the Bakhitiari Chiefs, whieh: has been sent 
to Mr, Preece, is forwarded to Mr. Reynolds for his sugested that 
Reynolds should show to Cuptain Lorimer not only the inclosure, but also this 
rT) nication. 
soni d sar evillenu fromas iedtonevol siia\ lode Atlee EAE east arose very great 
auto of tension, and are but woking for ayretexutoquatrel, Taking into eonseration 
resent state of affairs in Persia, the Shah's Government changing every few days, 
CRD oceRMID Uren eo REMIMT Inara deracal state of unrest thronghout the 
country, the Legation with no great faith in the future and vith but little power to help 
tus, although we are backed up to the utmost by the Kor Office, the Bakhtiari 
Chiefs have evidently our beards in their hands, and if they are not made contented, the 
work must perforce stop. 7 ss 
‘Their complaints are nothing but a tissue of lies—not one ean hold water really. 
it must be remembered that when it was arranged to pay them 2,000, per anni 
done as much for permission to use their ground as for guards, "To us av the present 
time it is of paramount importance that the work should go on quietly and systematically 
at Maidwu-i-Naptun ; such enormous interests are involved that it is not worth our while 
to sacrifice them for the sake of a few krans, Without wishing in any way to throw over 
Captain Lorimer, who is or was ready to fight the Chiels to a finish, we think it desirous 
that the next instalment should be paid to the Chiefs without any deduction whatever, 
Reaping the question of deduction for robbery open for future settlement, an als that 
the extra 900/, per annum should be paid the Chiefs, provided they give adequate guard 
uider a responsible Chief, not necessarily one of theit ovvn family, that those to, whom 
robberies have been traced, or who haye been caught, like the man in Mr, Lewko's tent, 
de properly punished. 4 ee 
CSTE ASOT tht ‘aptain Lorimer and Mr, Reynolds now imperative it is 
that the work should go on quietly until oil is found; once that desired result. ix 
Attained, the situation will be completely changed; therefore we hope that every 
vour will be made to conciliate the Chiofs, for the time at least, on the lines we 
bove, and that Mr, Reynolds will he able to complete his work without 
impediment 


Ahieaz, November 23, 1907. 


Inciosure 4 in No. 154. 


Letter from the Bakhtiari Khans to « Persian Friewd, dated some time in October 1907. 


[ranslation. : a ‘ 
(RINE! your friendship is assured and as you are fully acquainted with, the 
contracts with Lyneh’s and the Oil Company, we trouble you with the request that if, as 
previously, you are with the British Consulate, you will, in whatever manner you think 
hest, bring this letter to the notice of the British Legation and British Consulate, and 
explain the purport of it verbally, 














ously, there was a road through the Bakhtiari country over which caravans aud 
‘lise passed and crossed the rivers by ferries 
work, a portion of which toll was paid to us by way of revens 
ch’s making the road and bridge, we made a good bridge of ropes, b; 
passed the river most. satisfactorily. ‘Then the old order of things passed from 
i's seriously departed from the terms of their Agreeme 

caused us tn infinity of trouble aud loss by reason of the roads 
nce the road was made we had noting but trouble 

and loss; the building of the two iron bridges was also the cause of much trouble and 





the ferryman levying a toll for the 
; two years previ 








our conirol, and 
nd caravanserai 





You must be aware that 





tle Consul-General at 
friendship and knowledge and interest in onr 

ish Governnient, and we are grateful 
stive, rectitude, and friendship, and 


You kuow that during these few years Mr, Preece wai 
Ispahan and was our good friend; hi 
affairs is the reason of our friendship with the Bi 
to him in that he conducted our affairs with 
correctness, and took friendly trouble for us and in our affairs, 
due to his efforts that whenever Lyneh’s attempted to oppress us, Mr. Preece, 
prevented our beng: tyrann 
prevented Lyneh’s wnaking exorbitant charges, and arranged that we paid 300 odd tomans 
the first your and 400 tomans the second year. 
Weidid notat that tin 
this has been changed, and, in pla 
Our affuirs appear to have been tr 














in accordance with 





ity and fairmindedne 
ce of that favour, we ha 
isferved to the charge of the Vie 
\lioat first tveated us inn friendly manner; butnow he has taken up 

and harsh that the bands of the proverbial an 
ed to the breakini 





only trouble and 
Consul at Ahwaz 

















nusinecr came (but without: our 
{the amount of 1,500 tomans, ind in the most harsh, heetor 

not write to you) peremptorily demands payment of the same 
You were with Mr, Precze 





Imowledge) and painted the bridge, and. pre 








hanyznagce (whieh we em 
Anollier matter is the contra 








of the Oil Company 

All the difficult and very binding clause 

Iship were accepted by us; but now the Oil Con 

x out people in w yery severe winner, and are ac 

We requested Captain Lorimer to put astop to such actions, but he prefers to 
jountains out of mole-bills, and makes difficulties 











ny’s representatives are 
ng in a very reprehensible 





indgnify other small matters, makin 
whete there should he none. 
The question of robberies inserted in the contract 
Js compensation, and wishes to dedu 
He complains of the 
ft was aureed under the 
‘asvil yeurly by 5004 for the 
be incveastil and abvays present. 








the amount from 








of all these ditt 
talments should he 
ses of the Chiet of the road guards, who were to 
That latter we performed ; now that it is time for 
(, he repudiates it and refuses to pay. 
We request that, in 


seal of the British Legation ‘that the 

















Dut there are still 











iy questions annie whatever way’ you 
als fully on these 
(ship of so many years may not be broken, 


KULI (Kelkiuni), 





cousider best aid possible, to inform the British Leg 
matters, in order that the fr 





GHULAM HUSELN ( 



























Sunsancus-Saltaneh, lichani, and Shaliab-e 
Vice-Consul Lorimer, 


Sallaiel, Ihegi, of the Bakhtiari», to 













(itvanstation,) 





Regarding what you write that Murtaza Quli Khan had made certain stat 
In the first place, Murtaza Quit Kt 








uthority from us 
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on our part with the Legation, but those had no connection with matters relating to you. 
We hiad some purely personal affairs which were the subject of conversation, 

Regarding the instalment which has been suspended, and payment thereof stopped, 
you have not written what was the reason of doing so. However much we speculate, we 
tannot find that we have failed in, or neglected, your work and orders, Whenever you 
have sent any instructions, though they were beyond our power, we have carried them 
out [sic] and not neglected them, for the sake of supporting and helping you, 

You said to remove Qaid Rafi; we complied, We restrained the people of 
Mamatain and Shardin, who were daily complaining and crying ont against the tyranny 















and oppression of the employés of the Syndicate, At no time may we have failed to 
serve you, and however much the Bakhtiari tribes complained we have kept them in 








order, and up to now have not suffered them to make an outery; but the time is near 
when the means of control will pass from our hands, and the Rakhtiaris will break out 
and rise np against this contract and agreement which we have nade 

In view of our having thus always been ready, as we are now, to serve your interests 
‘and commands, we have failed to understand the reason for the unkindness which you 
have displayed towards us. On the one hand, you have not granted the 00/, for the 
pay of the guards; on the other, you have given orders for the non-payment; of the 
irstalment, which is fixed as payable by you. ‘The reason of this also you do not, 
explai 

If it is in your mind (0 break off the agreement we are only too willing and 
anxious for this, for the reason that the Bakhtiaris iiave raised their voices in this 
alfair, and, by one means or other, we have reduced every one to silence; but we are 
tired and oppressed by the course which things have taken at Mamatain and Maidan 
Munaftun, "Tho Bakhtiari tribe have. broken out into complaints, and aro. appealing 
asainst the acts of oppression of the Oil people. If this Agreement, and what it 
entails, is cancelled, it will be better for ourselves and the tribes, and we will be at 
renee. 
pose Dp to the present we have allowed! nothing to produce w fecling of coldness, and, 
Heyond all that could be inagined, we have been active in service. ‘The cause and 
reason of your unkindness we have not widerstood. {t would be well if y 
sally to what it is due and what it is that has Jed to this unkindness on your 


































Regarding the fuel and the price of it about which you have written, It is an 
understood thing, As you have expressed a wish and desire, we are at your command: 
even were you to show still greater unkindiess, there will be no failing in our good-will, 
and whenever you have any requirements and commands we are waiting in readiness to 
comply. 

We have written and inclose an order addressed to Mahmud Kian instructing him 
to sell fuel to the Oil people at a fair price, If this order meet with your approval, 
please have it forwarded to Malmud Khan, who will comply with it. 

(Signed) NAJAL QUILL KITAN (Samsam), 
GHULAM HUSSALN (Shahab), 























Forwarded by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, under his endorsem 
dated the Ist January, 1908, to the Resident with reference to Vice-Consul’s telegram 
No. 42, and paragraph 8 of his letter dated the 30th December, 1907. 
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[15977] No, 155. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 





No. 79.) 
Sir, 

AT a dinner given at the Duteh 1 
ister asked me what was the arrangem 


Tehran, April 11, 1908. 
n on the Sih instant, the German 
4 1 between ourselves and Russia for the 
cession of all British Concessions in Northern Persia, I asked where he had got this 
extriordinary story, and he replied that he understood it to bea part of the recent 
Agreement that all British Concessions in the North should be transferred to Russia 
ud, in particular, that we were about “to exchange our telegraph, lines in the Noxth 
for the Russian line.” I said that there had been some talk of Russia's undertaking 
the maintenance of the Meshed=Teliran line instead of ourselves, but 1 did not know 
what would come of it; it was a matter which interested the ‘Telegraph Department, 


(180) 2B 





























106 


and was no part of the late Agreement. Probably some exaggerated version of this 
roposal had reached him. Count Quadt then turned to the question of road 
Joncessions, and asserted two or three times that he knew for a fact that negotiations 
for their transfer were proceeding in London, I again asked him where he got this 
information for which there was not even the slight foundation that existed for the 
¢ of telegraphs, but could get iy his point the 
occupied by his other neighbour, nor did he again revert to 
subject. Our conversation did not last more than three or four minutes. 
From inquiries that I have sinee made, it seems that for the last three or four 
days it lias been known in the bazaars that some kind of exchange connected with 
telegraphs is in contemplation, and probably it is thenee that the German Minister 
got wind of the contemplated arrangement, But how the rumour reached the 
bazaars Tam unable to say. 

Tam inelined to think that Count Quadt was anxious to assure himself as to the 
state of affairs as regards the Khanikin line, but no mention whatever was made of it 
it scoms difficult to see what other interest he could find in the exchange of control 
over the Meshed=Tehran and Khaf-Nasratabad lines, unless it is to arouse the 
opposition of the Persian Government to the proposal. 

Mle appeared to be far more interested in the question of road Concessions, and, 
a8 T have said, insisted that: negot on the subject were in progress in London 

Russian Minister, fo whom { communicated the conversation had had with 
Count Quadt, could not any more than myself account for the latter's knowledge or 
surmise of the contemplated exchange of lines, but he thought that the circumstance 
made it desirable to hasten the exchange. 
























































Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(15979) No. 156, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Eitivard Grey—(Received May 11.) 


(No, $2, Confidential.) 





‘Tehran, April 14, 1908, 
| HAVE the hononr to transmit herowith a list of the “Chefs de Missions” now 
in Vehiran 

J reuret that hy an overs 
Hhuve hoen sent earlier in the 








t, due to the heayy press of work, this Report should not 
ear 








T have, &e 
(Signed) CHARLES M MARLING 





Inclosure in No, 156. 


List of the Heads of Missions in Tehran. 





Kussian Minister.—M, Nicolas de Hartwig presented his credentials in June 1906, 
‘and has become doyen since the departure of M, de Riva this month, His previous 
career is too well known to need recapitulation, As a Russian bureaucrat he has little 
sympathy with the Constitutional movement in Persia, and would wish, moreover, 
naturally to maintain the authority of a Russophile Shah as against a Russophobe nation. 
‘The events of December, however, convinced him that he had underrated the strength 
of the Reform party, and, further, that in any case Mohammed Ali Shah is not the man 
to oyercome it, Siice that time his adviee to the Shah has been all in favour of 
moderation and conciliation, but he has little hope of the speedy regeneration of the 
country under a Constitutional régime, ‘The tailure of the December coup d?Btat, and 
the manifestations of German ination to intrude in Persian internal affairs, very 
materially altered M. de Hartwig’s attitude towards this Legation, and I have since 
found him at all times ready to. discuss questions of common interest in an open and 
friendly manner, and I believe him to be genuinely desirous of maintaining the existing 
excellent relations of Great Rritain and Russia in the Near East. He has very strong 
anti-German convictions, He has a great capacity for work, and practically conducts 
the whole business of the Legation himself, 
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Madame de Hartwig, the Minister’s second wife, is a “divoreée.” An energetic, 
impulsive, warm-hearted woman, and generally popular in the European colony. 


‘Austro-Hungarian Minister—M. Rosthorn presented his credentials October 1906, 
He was for many years in the Chinese Maritime Customs, and thence was appointed 
Consul-General at Peking, where he was in charge of the Legation during the siege in 
1900. Is somewhat soured at finding that, though a Minister, he is condemned to play 
1 very sinall role in Tehran, and when fortune gives him something to do ix as fussy asa 
hen with one chick. His dream is to return to Peking as Minister, Has little tact, and 
while constantly neglecting diplomatic amenities, much resents anything like a slight to 
himself, 

Madame Rosthorn, who appears to thoroughly deserve her reputation for courage 
«ained during the siege of the Legations at Peking, is a cheery-tempered bourgeoise of 
te best type and very popular. 


Dutch Minister.—M, de Sturler has been here as Minister Resident since May 1006 
and presenied his credentials as Envoy in 1907, Was previously in the Consular 
Service and served at Jeddah and Smyrna, Has been rather inclined to stand much on 
his dignity, ani has shown little sign of ability, Hay some private means from his wife, 
who is much his superior in every way. 


French Minister—M. de Ta Martinidxe presented his credentinls in May 1907, 
Was last in Buda-Pesth and ‘Tangier. Has considerable ability, but not much seuse of 
the relative importance of affairs, Is apt at times to draw conclusions from insufficient 
or unverified data, and is much impressed with the importance of cementing the Anglo- 
Russian accord in Persia, and is very desirous of forming a “bloc a trois” against 
German intrusion, Owing to anxiety for his wife's health, has not been at his best, but 
ean be a diverting companion, 


United States, —Mr, Jackson presented his credentials in December 1907, Was for 
long in the Berlin Embassy, and subsequently has been Arierican Representative in 
Athens and all the Balkan States, ‘Though, as a rule, inclined to be reserved, makes no 
concealment of i 1 of President Roosevelt, which has no doubt, been 
accentuated ‘ous manner of his transfer from Athens to Tehran. He 
is of a warkeilly nervous temperament, but is universally and deservedly liked, 


German Minister.—Count Quadt presented his credentials in March 1908, Was 
appointed to Tehran from the Consulate-General at Calcutta, where he seems to have 
gained the confidence and liking of all Indian society, He was at Washington as 
Councillor of Embassy at the time of Herr von Holleben’s intrigue against Lord 
Pauncefote, and is said to have ably seconded his chief, When the blow aimed at 
Lord Pauncefote recoiled on the German Ambassador, Count Quadt was greatly 
chagrined, and, on the appointment of Baron Speck as Ambassador, led a regular 
campaign against his chief, who was practically boycotted in his own Embassy. He has 
heen described to me as an arch-intriguer.” He has, however, been here so short a 
time that I hesitate to express any strong opinion myself, though indications may be 
found to show that Baron yon Richithofon’s policy is being continued, but with greater 
discretion, 

Married the daughter of the late Chevalier de Martino, of the Ttalian Diplomatic 
Service, ‘The Countess will not arrive here till September. 


Halion Minister—Baron Romano presented his eredentials in April 1908, 


Belgian Charyé @Affaires.—M. de Warzee d'Hermalle is really on the Belgian 
Foreign Office establishment, but was for some years in Peru, and has been in charge 
of the Legation since September 1906, except for the five months during which the Inte 
Minister, Ml. ‘Tserstevens, was here, Has had a very difficult position vis-d-vis of, 
M, Prien, but has acquitted himself creditably, and has shown youd appreciation of 
the situation, Externally somewhat insignificant, but improves on acquaintance, 


Charge d’auier—Remai Wey, took over charge of the Embassy in 


February 1908. Was for long translator in the Ottoman Foreign Office, and recently 
Consul at Batoum, {s personally pleasant, but seems afraid of the responsibility of his 
position. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
Tehran, April 14, 1908. 
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{15980} No, 157. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 


(No. 88.) 
8 


. ‘Tehran, April 14, 1908. 
THAYVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch addressed hy His 

sty’s Consul-General at Meshed on the subject of the retention of the Turbat- 
Hayderi Consulate on its present basi 

In addition to the arguments which Major Sykes employs, with the conclusions of 
which I generally agree, T would venture to point out that there is another inducement 
to maintain the post as at present, viz., the effect which it would have on feeling towards 
us in Persin wencrally, ‘Uhe recent Anglo-Russian Agreement, as you are aware, has 
prod at Inrge the belief that we have abandoned northern Persia to 
her hereditary cnemy, nor, 80 far as T can sce, is there at present any indication 
whatever that this erroneous view is being superseded by a juster view of the situation ; 
certainly to reduce any Consulate in the Russian “sphere” would be cited as proof 
positive of that interpretation of the Agreement, and would react unfavourably on our 
interests her 

{As regards paragraphs 8 and 9 of Major Sykes’ despatch, it appears to me in the 
highest degree unlikely that the wish of the Indian Coyernment to secure control of 
quarantine arrangements ov the Perso-Afghan frontier” will ever be realized. Tt 
Appears to me far more probable that those arrangements vill be placed by the Sanitary 
Council at Tehran under the immediate direction of one of its own members. The 
Comcil lias, for the last year shown far greater activity than heretofore in. dealing with 
(uuraitine matters, as witness the efforts made to create a sanitary service on the 
northern coasts during the outbreak of cholern in the summer, and the dispatch quite 
recently of Dr, Bongrand to Kast-ieShirin, But apart from this I may point ont that it 
would not be easy to approach the Russian Gayernment with a suggestion that we should 
He placed in charge of Sanitary matter in the Russian ‘ sphere.” 

Thave, & 
CHARLES M. MARUI 


Inclosure 1 in No. 15 


Major Sykes to Government of India, 
(Confidential ) 
Sir, Meshed, March 28, 1908. 
TAEAVE the honour to forward a copy of a letter from Captain Ki 
Lith Mareh, 1005, in which that officer recommends the reduction of the 
Consulate to a native agency 
2, Captain Keyes! principal arguments are apparently three in number :-— 


(a) hat the founding of the Consulate was not fully warranted ; 
.) ‘hat Captain Tyass did not acquire an exceptional position at Turbat ; and 
.) Wnt, it we were to reduce the post to a native agency, it would counteract 
influences adverse to ourselves as well as to the present arrangement, 

3, (Po take the first point as set forth in paraztaph 9, and clsewhere in the letter 
under reference, Captain Keyes is aware of nothing that occurred in the way of Russian 
obstructiveness after the affair of the Patna Nawabs in 1901, when the action taken 
© practivally put an end to the objectionable zeal of the Russian officers.” ‘This and 
similar passages show that, in Captain Keyes’ opinion, the foundation of the Turbat 
Consulate was needless. 

[ handly think tit my predecessars would have recommended thi 
the urbat’post, or that the Government of India would have incurred 
expenditure involved without carefully examining the question, and this seems to be a 
sulficient reply to Captain Keyes’ argument. 

4, the position originally held by Captain Tyass is also, I think, an acknowledged 
fact, Even in distant Kernian Capiais lyass was known, and T imagine tlat the 
Goverment of India do not requite fresh proof that that official was the uncrowne 
King of Purbat, So far as Persian public opinion was concerned, even before Captain 
Reyes? arrival in Persia it vas a common report that the Czar had said that “ Miller and 
yaks never sleep.” 
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Captain Keyes recommends the reduction of Turbat to a native agency, and 
thinks that the Meshed Consulate-General could then “as effectively counteract the evil 
effects to British trade and influence caused by the combined Russian Consulate and cordon, 
fs with a Consulate at Turbat.” I can hardly imagine that this argument will commend 
jiself to the Government of India, as to lay down that a native Agent can hold his own 
as effectively as a Consulate provided with a Medical Officer against a Russian official of 
Captain Tyass’ experience and ability, who. also commands Persian troops, sutcly needs 
no refutation, If, however,a parallel be desirable, we have the case of Birjand, where a 
hospital assistant was stationed hy me in 1899, and where the Government of India is 
now contemplating the establishment of a Vice-Consulate, presumably on the grounds 
that a native hospital assistant is not the equal of a British official. 

6, Throughout Captain Keyes’ letter there is, in my humble opinion, what has 
recently been termed by His Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs as “a very intense 
view of the interests on the spot, which is not easily reconcilable with the larger 
Interests elsewhere.” 1 consequently propose to deal with the question in its wider 
ast 

he Anglo-Russian Convention which has recently been concluded hus, 
theoretically, put an end to the rivalry of the two Powers in Persins and wo are 

‘doubtedly ready to observe it in the spirit as well as in the letter. “Whether our 

vals are equally ready to do so remaii's to be seen, In any case, our sphere in Persia 
has been madea small one and practically consists of a slice of Bastern Persia, with 
Persian Baluchistan and Kerman, Of tuese, strategically speaking, Eastern Persin is 
by far the most important, and it behoyes us to guard our exiguous. sphere by every 
Iegitimate means. Can any one, then, urge that the reduction of Turbat would not 
weaken our position in Eastern Persia, which consists of a series of centres of 
Pritish, influence, parallel to the Afghan frontier? ‘The answer must, surely be in the 
negative. 

7. We next haye to consider the point of view of Persians and Afghans. leven 
years ago Sir Mortimer Durand strongly recommended the abolition of the Resht 
Consulate as being unnecessary, but the Nasir-ul-Mulk was instructed by the then 
Shah to point out to Lord Salisbury that the effect on Persian opinion would be serious. 
The post was, consequently, not abolished, When we compare Turbat, which is, 
generally speaking, the touring branch of this Consulate-General, and its position with 
reward to Meshed and Herat, we can easily foresce what Persians and Athans would 
think if Captain Keyes’ proposals were adopted. ‘Their immovable opinion would be 
that we came to Purbat to show that Captain Lyass, in spite of his being in command of 
Persian troops was not the permanent ruler of the district ; but that, from some strange 
infirmity of purpose or from timidity, we had shirked the completion of the task, 
whereas sem-bankrupt Russia shows no signs of relaxing her grasp, even on Southern 
Persia, 

Mae, we might plead the Anglo-Russian Convention ; but to that the reply would 
be, “Why has not. Russia left Seistan 2” 

‘To prove that the Afghans watch keenly our action at ‘urbat, 1 need only refer to 
the diary of the native Attaché, Meshed Consulate-General, on special duty at Herat, 
for the 18th to 28rd April, 1903. 

Tt shows clearly that evils did exist at that period or two years after the Patna 

and that the Afghans considered the Russian action, which we subsequently. 
checked, to ba intolerable, 

Tu short, to retire from ‘Turbat so long as the illegal quarantine cordon exists would 
undoubtedly constitute a heavy blow to British prestige, and one that, in my humble 
opinion, we should have rightly deserved, 

£. ‘Another point is that the Government of Tndia are anxious, for obyious reasons, 
to secure control of quarantine arrangements on the Perso-Afghan frontier ; but a policy 

y wreck this scheme or, at any rate, make it 
itely more difficult. 

‘9, To conchide, if Russia hands over quarantine arrangements on the Perso-Afghan 
boundary to us, they must undoubtedly be directed by this Consulate-General, which 
Haeearya touch with the loading Persian oficiols of Kliocussan and’with the Governor 
of Herat. ‘Turbat, Karez, and Birjand would then be the chief centres from which this 
quarantine would be worked, If my suggestion that Kain be replased under Meshed 
De approved and the question of tlie frontier be treated as one, | think that the scope 
of the Turbat Consulate might be enlarged and some expense be saved to Government 
by placing a medical officer as Vice-Consul at Birjand under the touring Consul at 
urbat ; but toreduce Turbat at a time when Persia is in the throes of a revolution, and, 
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so long as the Russians maintain the quarantine cordon, would appear tome to he unworthy 
of the steadfast policy of the Government of India. 
10, Copies of this letter are being sent to His Majesty's Legation and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consuls for Seistan and Turbat, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) P. M. SYKES, Major, Hix Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General and Agent of the Government 
of India in Khorassan. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 157, 
Consul Keyes to Major Sykes. 


No. 190, Confidential.) 
in, Turbat-i-Haidari, March 14, 1908. 
TN. uceordance with the instructions contained in your indossement of the 
7th instant, T lave the honour to submit the following report on the maintenance of 
our Consulate at Purbat-i-Haidari 
2, T have seen no papers relating to’ the Russian Sanitary Cordon from its 
institution in 1897 till 1901, when the case of the Patna Nawabs again brought the 
matter into prominence; nor have I been able to obtain information of any cases of 
flagrant abuse of power on the part of the Russian officers of the cordon previous to 
that event, In the files you haye sent me I have also found no record of any further 
cases of serious obstruction between 1901 and Captain Winter’s arrival’ here in 
Tanuury 1904, 
ast Contained in the letter from the Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Foreign Department, were to the effect that liv was to 
wateh «nd report on the action of the Russian officers, and prevent, as far as possible, 
Agena abuses on their past specially ax regards the ‘preferential 
han subjects, T understand from these 


that the British Consul was tempt to curtail the influence of the Russ 


officials in local matters unconnected with their sanitary duties. 
was believed to be considerable is shown by Sir Arthur Hard despatch No, 199, 


of the: 9th Septombor, 1905, to the Marquess of Lav 
Captain Eyass as havi 
Togal Governor: 
_ In Captain Winter's instructions mention was also made of the attempts on 
Russia's ract the Afghan wool trade direct to ‘Transeaspin, 
T have not seen it stated officially, but T understand that this Consulate was never 
intended to he permanent. 
4 I would now submit that the object aimed at in the institution of a temporary 
Consulite at Turbat-f-Haidar, i, the prevention of the ac nue influence 
unitary: quul Local matte 
injury to British (rade and influence, has heen 
Jocal/action, and that all that is now required is an 
Consul-General any fresh attempts to acquire influence ‘beyond that wi 
legitimately be expected under the recently concluded Convention. 

‘Ro take the original husiness of the Sanitary Gordon first, [ have not been able 
to obtain information of any flagrant abuses of their position by the Russian officers 
since the institution of this Consulate, ox, indeed, subsequent to the affair of the Patna 
Nawabs—the action taken by us in that’ case haying apparently caused the Russian 
Government to direct their officers to moderate thei real 

The merchants of the place inform me that since Captain Winter's arrival the 
examination of caravans has been conducted with more courtesy, and delays have been 
Joss annoying; hut thefr complaints of the manner of conducting examination, prior 

iiust seem rather strange to any one who has had the misfortune to make the 
acquaintance of the Turkish sanitary aitthorities 


in which he alludes to 
, before Captain Winter's arrival, “almost a ide facto 


gazeteor, 
as small as can be while a cordon e: 
tan misdirected zeal and irksome regulations might have 
heen expected, but, considering that Russian doctors are in absolute ignorance of the 
Intost discoveries regarding plague, look on Indian methods as criminally’ fatalistic, 
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and themselves suffer from incredible nervousness, their moderation was surprising, 
It is ulso worthy of note that the outbreak of plague at Jangal, within a few miles of 
the cordon, was dealt with by Captain Watson without a protest from the Russians, 

6, As regards the influence acquired by Captain Tyass, nothing Ihave learnt here 
warrants the statement that he was almost a de facto local Governor, or that his 
influence much exeeeded that of other Russian Consuls, who are able to procure the 
dismissal of officials incurring their displeasure. ‘The fact, however, that he has 
officers and men of the Tehran Brigade and of the local regiments under his orders 
naturally gives him a certain advantage. 

7. As regards the wool trade, Turhat-i-Haidari’s importance has been transferred 
to Kare, which now. has a customs-house competent to deal with all business. 

i Karez is in the Turbat-i-Haidari Consular district, the British Agent there 
y under the orders of His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, which, rather 
nire of the trade, There is not a single 
and the small amount of British goods that 
find tlieir way into the district are purchased through middlemen in Meshed or Yer, 

8, To stim up—it was the existence of the Sanitary Cordon in any form to 
which we objected, not merely to the fact that it was under Russian officials; but if it 

xr expected that our opening a Consulate here would lead Russia to give up 
the cordon, this lope should have been abandoned long ago, ‘The question thus 
resolves itself into whether His Majesty’s Consul-General could not, with the assistance 
of a native agent, as effectively counteract the evil effects to British trade and influence 
caused by tie combined Russian Consulate and cordon, as with @ Consul, 

9. As [have mentioned above, the action taken by us in the affair of the Patna 
Nawabs practically put an end to the objectionable zeal of the Russian officers. If 
such a result could be produced before the ratification of the Sanitary Convention of 

with the Anglo-Russian relations in the state they were in in 1901, it is not too 
much to expect that, now our relations are on a different footing, the Russian 
Government will not again use the cordon as they did in this one instan 

‘As regands the influence of the Russian Consul, ax he now is, in local matters, it 
must be remembered that seven years ago there was no telegraph line to Turbat 
Haidari, and local officials and landowners were in almost complete ignorance of the 
course of events in other parts of Persia. 

This has all been altered in the last few years, and public opinion has been so 
educated that it has been put out of the power of the Russian Consul to obtain the 
influence he was at one time believed to possess. 

‘A British Agent in telegraphic communication with Meshed, 84 miles away, 
should be able to keop His Majesty's Constl-General sufficiently informed of the state 
of affairs here, 

10. Should it be decided to reduce this Consulate to an ageney, 1 would suggest 
that a Mahommedan Hospital Assistant, with plague experience, be appointed as 
British Agent. From what I have seen of our Indian Hospital Assistants in Persia, T 

most of them are capable of more than holding their ownagainst, Ru 
ch a man would be able to carry on the work done by our Consulate 
hospital, which has been onr chief agent for siequiring tle position we now hold in 
‘Wurbat-i-Haidari; while his professional visits would give him the opportunity of 
obtaining information inaccessible to the ordinary agent. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) PERENCE KBYES, Captain, 





(15981) No, 158. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 


. Tehran, April 18, 1908, 

T HAYE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's Consul at Mobsmmeral respecting the recent visit of a Turkish corvette 
to Failia, 

It will be seen that this unusual incident caused some surprise and uncasitiess to 
the Siwikh and to the Representative of the Persian Government, “ 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 








Inclosnre in No. 158. 


Consul McDouall to Mr. Marling. 
(0. 8, Confidential.) 
Bir, Mokammerah, March 10, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the afternoon of the 7th the Turkish 
corvette Kileed-i-bohar” from Bussorah anchored off Pailin and fired a salute of 
twenty-one guns, which was returned, ‘The Officer Commanding called on the Sardar 
Arfa, and on his expressing surprise at the visit said that if there were any objection 
he would leave, ‘The Sardar said that he had no objection, but it had not been usual 
for the vessel to call, He replied that he was taking a trip for change of air, and had 
taken the opportunity to call and salute the port, anil asked for permission to send a 
Vout to the bazar for provisions, ‘The Sardar said as long as the boat was unarmed 
there was no objection. 

‘he Sardar Avfa as a precaution placed force of 300 men in concealment among. 
the date trees, and kept a watch on the vessel during the night. He ascertained that 
there were only some thirty-five men on board, 

Next morning the vessel anchored off the mouth of the Karun, and in the after- 
noon pr down the Shat-cl-Arab to the Turkish cuard station st Sihan, where 
she spent the night, and on the Mth passed up towards Bussorah, 

Hoth the Karguzar and the Sardar Aria ealled on me with regard to the visit, as 
it is ory unusual for a Turkish man-of- mmerah. It was suggested 
{hit the visit might have been due to the faet that some 600 Arabs had come up the 
river from Gusba on the Gth to work on the new eanals, or to the presence of the 
Proneh gunebont “ Surprise," or in order to 1 ‘ 

‘Yhe Sardar Arfa has heard that rd Class (Ma’awen) of the 
Tussoralr Vilayet are being called out, but His Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah says that 
this is only the annual enrolment of conseripts. 

T have, &e. 
cil) W. McDOUALL. 





(15983) No, 159. 


Mr, Mayling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 86.) 
Nir, Tehran, April 18, 1908. 
Will nce to my telegram No, 79 of the 17th Mareh and to subsequent 
correspondence respecting the Birjand telegraph office, I have the honour to quote 
tho following extract from Major K s weekly summary from the 8th to the 
Vith Marelt whieh has now reached this Legation — 


‘pho Russian doctor asked the ‘Telegraph Sertip at Bixjand for a separate room 
and for certain improvements. for this room. A proposal was also, it seems, put 
forward that the line should be taken first to the Russian room, as at Seistan. The 
request was transmitted by the Telegraph Sertip to Meshed, with the result that he 
regeived orders not to allow the Tine to be taken through the Russian room, but 
sanctioning 20 tomans on aecount of repairs presumably for the new room. So far the 
“tape instrument” has not arrived, and no attempt has been made to put a separate 
room for the Russians in ort 


In his next weekly summary Major Kennion writes:— 


‘Phe Telogeaph Sertip at Birjand has sent a telegram to Serdar Mansur, in 
Which he states that the room wanted for the Russian telegraphist, for the repairs of 
Sthieh 20 tommns had boon sauetioned, was'a different room from that used by the 
Persian signaller, Ie gocs on to explain that the owner of the house, the lease of 
Which had expired, now wishes to raise th i ans to 5 tomaus per mensem, 
Te Sertip asked sanction to rent the building for 3 tomans per mensem and to carry 
Out the repairs after the lease had been signed. 

“Temay: be noted that all the telegraph offices ow the Seistan-Khaf line are rented 
from private individuals, except those at Scistan, Bandan, and Shusp.” 
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‘The incident is now considered as closed, but I quote the above extracts as, 
sitliough Ido nct doubt the good faith of the Russian Minister, he may have been 
misinformed by his Consul, who, being ignorant of the proposed exchange, may well 
haye wished to gain credit for zeal. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(15984) No. 160. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 87.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 20, 1908, 

J HAVE recently received a telegram from Captain Lorimer to the effect that 
the Bakhtiari Khans have paid compensation for a case of opium, the property of 
Messrs. Lynch, robbed in 1906,.and also the bill of 4,477 krans for the repairs to the 

the Ahwaz-Ispalian road in 1907 (see my despateh No, 246 of tho 

ith November, 1907, last paragraph), ‘Tho Khans promise a spoudy sttlomont of 

other claims, with the exception of the bridge repairs bill for 1904, for which they 

offer 400 tomans., Captain Lorimer has, however, declined to reopen the discussion 
question. 

Captain Lorimer's experionce has shown that the Khans will eventually pay, if 
pressed, any claim which they have once accepted in principle, and, seen in this Tight, 
the information which E now have thie tionour to communieate to you appears to me 
to be eminently satisfactory 

pressing my cordial thanks to Captain Lorimer for the results achieved 
. ent and persistent efforts, and my approval of his attitude in regard to tho 
1004 bridge bill. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(15985) No. 161. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
1No. 88.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 21, 1908, 

WITH! reference to my telegram No, 102 of the 16th instant, T have the honour 
to intorm you that I haye since received n further note from the Persian Government 
deny ht of this Legation to protect the firm of Hajji Ali Albar and Sons, 
I have repliel quoting the Minister for Foreign Affairs’ own words in the abov 
inentioned note, which prove the contentions of this Logation, and I haye added that, 
in view of the full instructions reecived on this subject from my Government. (seo 

nn Office despatch No. 7, Treaty, of the 22nd August, 1906), (his Legation will 
rue to use its best endeavours on behalf of the firm when British intorests aro 
involved. 

T trust that this note will close a troublesome correspondence, with the details of 
which T have not thought it worth while to trouble you, inasmuch as the Legation’s 
attitude and arguments have been in conformity with the instructions sent by the 
Foreign Office in the despatch to which I have referred. 

Tmention this attitude of the Persian Government, however, as it is illustrative 
of the complications that might be expected to ensue if Hajji Ali Akbar be allowed to 

iain from the Persian Government the Concession on Sirri Island, at which he 
is reported by Major Cox to be aiming. 
T liave, &e, 
Gigned) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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[15987] No. 162. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No, 90.) 
Bir, Ap 
‘THIE conversation which I had with M, Ostrogradsky, the Russian Financial Agent, 
on the evening of the 20th instant has, I think, placed us in complete possession of the 
facta regarding the Russian claim to attach the Kermanshah customs, over which, as you 
will have gathered from my telegrams Nos, 106, 107, 108, and 110, M. de Hartwig and 
Thad been playing at eross purposes for a week previously. | It would, { think, be tedious 
‘and unprofitable for me to give a detailed account of our mnisunderstandings, which arose 
from two circumstances, viz, (1) that [was unaware, nor can I find that the fact has 
ever come to the knowledge of His Majesty's Legation, that the debts of the Persian 
Government to the Russian Bank are secured on the customs affected to the service of 
the regular Russian loans of 1900 and 1902; and (2) ML de Hartwig makes no distinetion 
Hetween the two forms of debt, but calls them both Government loans, whereas 
Al, Ostrogradaky agrees with my view that the former (which are in krans) should be 
considered ratlicr as advances on current account. 

‘As regards the circumstances which led the Russian Minister to wish to make good 
Ruasin’s clain ov the Kermanshah customs, M. Ostrogradsky gave me the followin, 
‘account; Until recently the service of the Russian loans (the rouble Ioans of 1900 an 
1902, as well as the Russian Bank's kran loans of 1001, 1904, and 1905) had been easily 
cover. il by the receipts of the more important custom-houses in the north and on the 
Gispian Sea, but lately. these had shown a serions falling off, and the Russian Legation 
had boen obliged to arrange for the encashment of the revenues of the other and 
amnaller customs in those districts; but the tendency towards falling off wos continuiug, 
and it vas now desired, in order to make the service of the Russian Bank's advances 
absolutely sccute, to get possession of the Kermanshah revenues, which, though formii.g 
purt of the security assigned to Russia, had for the past two years and more been affected 
to the Lnperial Bank of Persia, So far, however, there hns not been any actual 
deficiency, and 40 long 1s none was threatened the Russian Legation had no particular 
object in disturbing the privileged position of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Kermanshab 5 
Dut the lange of circumstances had made it incumbent on Russia to make good her lien 
on the customs at that place, ‘The amount required to make good any future sleticit 
would not, in all probability, be large, and he, M, Ostrogradsky, was quite ready to make 
some arrangement sith tre Imperial Bank for a division of the receipts, He added that 
had been quite decided to open a branch of the Russian Bank at Kermanshah into 
which the customs receipts woulil have to be paid, 

1 toll) M, Ostrogradsky Chat in these circumstances the Imperial Bank could not, T 
thought, dispute the superiority of the Russian claim, and asked bim it he would talk the 
question over sith M. Rabino and seesvhat arrangement could be made. M, Ostrogradsky 
did not anticipate that the Persian Government would raise any difficulties. 

M, Ostioztadsky mentioned incidentally that nearly the whole of the advance to he 
male by M. Leanozoff on the Caspian Sea fisheries royalties for 1911 and payable on 
the 28th instant had heen eneashed by the Persian Government early’ in March, 

‘As regards the bank’s interest in this question, it would seem possible that, if, as 
M, Ostrogradsky says, the amount required to complete the service of the Russian 
Joans is small, the surplus of the Kermanshab customs may suffice to pay the interest on 
the Imperial’ Bank of Persin’s advances. But this, again, will depend on whether 
M. Ostrogradsky will consent to surrender thé whole of that surplus; it must also be 
remembered that when the customs receipts are paid into the Russian Bank that 
establishment will have considerable powers of attaching them for other purposes than 
merely that of paying the interest due on the Russian loans Such action is, Yam told, 
quite illoyal in other countries, but here it is a well-recognized practice, and its exerci 
by the Russian Bank might be detrimental to the Imperial Bank’s interests. Still, 
until Mr, Rabino and M, Ostrogradsky have discussed the situation with a view to 
settling on a partition of the Kermanslah receipts, it seems premature to approach the 
Persian Government with a request to transfer the Imperial Bank's lien from Kerman- 
shah to Bushire. Bushire, L may here say, is the only Gulf por! suitable for the purpose, 
because at present the revenues of the other ports pass through it for transmission to 
ohean, and Beene, the only branch ofthe Imperial Bank of Persia in the Gulf is 
there, 

Tt is in any case unlikely that the Persian Government will be 


5 


the Imperial Bank of Persia a lien on Bushire of a more binding character than that 
which the bank now enjoys at Kermanshah, ‘The Intter was the result of a verbal 
arrangement first made rather more than two years ago with M. Naus, by which one- 
lalf of the Kermanshah customs receipts were affected to the bank, and last year the 
arrangement was extended to include the whole receipts, or at least such part as 
would cover the services of the bank’s advances, ‘The agreement has on the whole been 
hell kept, probably in some measure because the Persian Government haye not had the 
Fume means as at ushire for remitting moneys to the capital by means of native bankers, 
J. is not impossible that the Imperial Bank of Persia by its own influence could obtain a 
similar yerbal agreement, but, whiile such an arrangement would no doubt morallystrengthen 
our political hold overthe Gulf customs, it would certainly be better if possible to obtain 
{ more formal engagement. Possibly even this might not be beyond the power of 
the bank, but it is to be feared, to judge from his present attitude, that the Manager 
‘the banks, whose resignation has just heen accepted by the Board in London, may not 
show the same zeal in the bank’s interests as heretofore, Should the Legation hav 
take action, the mere fact of official intervention would make Persian. Ministers very 
yeluctant to take any action without the sanction of the Assembly, whose extraordinary 
proneness to detect hostile intentions in every proposal put forward by a foreign Legation 
Would be a formidable obstacle to success, “I venture to suggest, therefore, that, until 
the bank desires me to take action, it would be better not to raise the question officially, 
M. Bizot, moreover, appears to be rapidly acquiring influence with the Persinn Govern- 
ment, and when his authority is more firmly established it will probably be easier to 
effect some arrangement which will secure, not only the bank's interests, but also the 
political objects we have in view with less friction than by the immediate intervention of 
the Legation, 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(15988) No, 168. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 91.) 
Sir, ‘ehiran, April 28, 1908, 

TN a conversation which [ had with M, de Hartwig on the 13th instant T mentioned 
to him that you had suggested to the Russian Goyernmnent: that, in order to prevent any 
third Power from obtaining « right to intervene in Persian financial matters, he and T 
should make a joint communication to the Persian Government to the effect that, in the 
event of that Government desiring to place any further charge on the customs revenues, 
the Governments of Great Britain and Russia would expect, in view of their interest in 
those revenues, to be consulted in the matter, 

M. de Hartwig said that it would not be easy for him to make such a communica 
tion, He could not very well make the subyention to the German school a pretext for 
such a démarche, as he lind received assurances from Mushir-cd-Dowlch thit the subsidy 
would not be paid from the customs, or, if it was, that the sum would be deducted trom 
the Shah's Civil List, which is payable from the customs; moreover, he was quite 
convinced that the Assembly would’ never permit a payment to be made from public 
finds except with its explicit consent, Then, again, should he make such a decharati 
it would be open to the Persian Government to reply that Russia's interest in the 
customs was perfectly safe, inasmuch as he, the Minister, had already laid his hands on 

y chouse pledged to secure the service of Russian loans, I said that I quite 

his position, and that personally I was rather inclined to agree with his views as to 
taking the German school subvention as the text of the proposed communication, Like 
himself, 1 thought there was but little danger of the subsidy being taken from the 
eustows if the Assembly could prevent it; but, on the other hand, the Shab would 
scarccly submit to be tricked out of 12,000 tomans, and itwas not impossible that, under 
pressure from the German Legation, the money would he paid somehow, ‘The Germa 
Could then claim that it eame from the customs, and with the statement in Mushir.c 
Dowsteh's note promising the subvention, and that it would be secured on the customs, 
tlcy would have a pretty good case. 

other objection was, however, unanswerable, for, as Russia was in a position to 
collect «ll the revenues assigned to her, she hnd no special cause for prohibiting the 
Persian Government from disposing of any surplus that remained, after Russian wants 
had been satisfied, in any way they thought fit. 1 said that His Majesty's Government , 





were not in the same fortunate position, and I thought that the joint Declaration would 
produce a salutary effect. M. de Hartwig rejoined that another obj 
was that the two Powers had not got the customs as a whole p 
though between them they held a lien on the customs revenues of the whole 
nd this seemed to him to make a joint démarche somewhat illogical. However, as I 
pressed the point, he said he would not refuse to make a joi 
should his Government agree to the proposal, 

T venture to think that M. de Haruvig’s argum 


to joint action 
sdged to them joint} 











verbal representation, 





ts contained a gooil deal of force. 





that the Khan is not very 





(Signed) 








desirous that a recommendation in his favour should be 
mule to the Persian Government, but would prefer to be allowed to hope that he can 
count on our good offices in ease he should need them in the future. 

Tn these circumstances I think that the matter may be left there. 


CHARLES M. MARLING. 





ments Russia is empowered, in case the interest falls into arrear, 
receipts assigned for the service of her loans, and 
security sie possesses is thus so absolute that she cannot well pretend to be anxious 
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No. 165, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,— (Received May 1.) 


IN anticipation of receiving your authori 


wy despatch No, 267 of the Gth Di 
Borasjun telegraph wiro, I have 
was broken down, urged on the 
it in proper order, 

went so far on on 














His Excellen: 














order, and no 
score of the bad condition of the lin 
propose, for the pres 








asonable opportunity for agi 
ine is likely to arise. 

, to make no furtlier move, ex 
Thave, &e 
igned) 








equested the Pe 











Tehran, April 28, 1908, 
y to make an attempt, as suggested in 
907, to obtain control of th 
m_ several occasions during the winter, when the line 
Minister for Foreign Affai 
¥y, as usual, was lay 
occasion as to say that he had 
Administration, if unable to take the necessary measures it 
Buropean Telegraph Department on the subject. Mr. Barker, however, 
heard nothing about the matter from the Persians, ond as I had seon’ from the 
print that the matter was still under discussion in London I did not feel 
in pushing the matter further, 
With the return of fine weather the line will probably be kept in some sort of 
in opening the question on the 
ircumstances I 
pt under your instructions. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir 





hnard Grey.—(Received May 11.) 





EXPERIENCE in the East has tau 
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Mr. Marling to 

















No. 166, 


ir Edvard Grey.—(Received May 11.) 









jian Legation has been urging the Persian Gov 
to remove a nuinber of Persian tribesmen who had settled down and taken 
of the tongue of Russian territory, about the latitude of L 
some little distance westwards beyond the general direction of the frontier. 
the base of this tongue runs a track which, with the permission of Russia, was much 
sing north and south, who, tal 
plaismice of Russia, by degrees began to settle on the adjacent land, while the Persian 
thorities even posteil pickets at cither end of the track. ‘The Persian Govern- 
nent, as usual, did nothing in reply to M, de Hariwix’s protests, who was. at: Inst 
obliged to inform them that Russia would take herown means to safeguard her frontier, 
Accordingly, a small foree was sent by the Viceroy of the Caucasus to patrol the 
these regions, and some days ago a small party, under the command 
attacked by Persians of the Shahse 
near Balasevar. ‘The Captain and one private were killed, and two or three other 
Russians wounded. 

In reply to M. de Hartwig’s demand for reparation and the punishinent of the 
offenders, the Persian Government have promised to send troops which are to be 
collected from the tribes near Tabreez and Arde 
that great delay must ensue before au 
dissatisfied, and will probably advise his Government to take measures themselves. 


























Tehran, April 28, 1908, 
ment to maintain amy semblance of 
xbaijan is likely to involye thom ina 


10% 
nkoran whl poo oats 
of the com- 
tribe on Russian territory 


‘he Russian Minister, conscious 
force can be got together, is extremely 
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us 


‘The whole of these districts appear to be in a lamentable condition, and reports 
have reached ‘Veliran that Ardebil itself has been attacked and partly plundered by 
marauding tribesmen, 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(15993) No, 167. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 96.) 
Bir, Tehran, April 28, 1908, 

I HAVE the honyur to transmit herewith the usual montlily summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks, in which a brief account of the proceedings of the 
Persian National Assembly has been embod 


(si 








Thaye, &e. 
ed) CUARLES M. MARLING. 








Inclosure in No, 167. 





No. b—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia. 


The National Assembly. 


‘DHE presidency of the Assembly, to’whieh Mukhber-ul-Mulk was electei! after 
the force: ch, was not accepted by the former, and 
Momitaz-ed-Dowich was elected to the pr y onthe 4th April, ‘The new President 
iva brother of the Persian Minister in Paris, and was Private Secretary to the Ain-ed- 
Dowleh while that Prince was Prime Minister during 1904 and 1905. He speal 
Frencl very well and yas for some time in the Foreign Office, Mis election was 
dgeided upon by the predominant Tabreezi party in the Assembly in order to be assured 
of a President who woulll not show that independence which made the Ehtesham-es- 
Sultanch so unpopular, It was even sugyested by Taki Zadeh that a new Presi 
should be vlected every three montlis, but the motion was not pushed to a di 
On the 7th April, two Russian subjects and four others of Persian nationality, were 
arbitrarily arrested at their homes by the Chief of Police, in pursuance of the orders of 
Amir Monzzam (Governor of Tehran), for alleged complicity in the bomb outrage of the 
28th February, Considerable excitement immediately ensued in consequence of a 
movement on the part of the Enjumen in protest against what they considered a 
violation of the Constitution of the 8th October, 1907, providing inviolability of 
domicile und tor arrests by warrant. (See Mr, Marling’s despatch No. 242 of the 
Tth November, 1907, Articles 9, 10, and 13 of Constitution), A large number of 
iembers of the numerous Knjumen crowded to the Assembly and Courts of Justice 
donviding te tral ofthe Governor of Tehran and the Chie of P Matters came 
toa head on the 12U: April, when the Shah refused to allow the Governor to be tried, 
‘ie Prime Minister was, at the same time, severely censured by the Shah for allowing 
things to come to such a pass, and the whole Cabinet thereupon resi Tt was 
eventually agreed that the two offending officials should be tried at the Ministry of War 
in the presence of the Cabinet Ministers, who in the meantime had withdrawn their 
resignations, representatives of the Assembly and the Enjumen, In support of the 
Governor's action a document was produced 
Bhtesham-es-Sultaneh in November last to the Ministry of th 
Assembly had unanimously: decided that, until such time as la in up and 
passed, “the rézime formerly in vogue” should continue to be observed by the Govern- 
nent. ‘This paper, of which the existence is said to have been unknown to the 
Assembly, gaye tise to much discussion, ‘he Governor and Chief of Police were, 
eventually, found guilty of violating the Constitution, which both admitted not having 
read, and a nominal sentence was passed upon them. During the trial it was shown 
that the Governor of ‘I'ehran had acted on the Shah's orders, and it is quite evident to 
the publie that the Shab wished to see how far he could press the Popular party, under 
the impression, no doubt, that it hid been weakened by the Hhtesham-es-Sullaneh's 
policy, ‘The result las, however, shown that the Popular party is as strong as ever. 
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On Tuesday, the 21st April, the whole Cabinet attended at the House to be 
interpellated on the following subjects of publie interest :— 


Incident on the Russian frontier at Balasovar, 
Henjam-Bundar Abbas telegraph line. 

Brutal executions at Kermanshah, 

ment of Serdar Afkham as Governor of Kurdistan, 
Enforcing of laws passed by the Assembly. 

Mint contracts, and proposed farming of mint, 











‘The Cabinet Ministers were subjected to a searching cross-examination by ‘Taki 
Zadeh, Assadullah Mirza, and other prominent Depities. ‘The proceedings, which were 
watched from tle strangers’ room by Mr, Churehill, were conducted throughout. with 
remarkable regularity, and all the Ministers who replied to interpellations displayed a 
marked! sense of responsibility to the House, while the Deputies all agreed that: tndue 
interference in their discretionary powers was to be strongly deprecated, 











General News. 


Ehteslam-es-Sultaneh left suddenly for Europe on the 3rd April, 

‘Phe trial of the persons accused of the murder of the Parsee merchant, Erbab 
Fercitoon, hns been: going on for some time at the Courts of Justice, The proceedings 
are public, and_are reported fully in special newspaper called. the * Mohakamat.” 
Sonie of the prisoners have confessed their guilt, and it is quite clear that their object 
was common robbery, and not in any way political as was at first surmised, ‘the chief 
priests will eventually be asked to deliver judgment. 

‘The Zil-es-Snltan, after remaining about a fo 
leisurely to Shiraz, 

M. Priem has at last left Tehran for Europe. 

‘The two Russian subjects who were arrested on a charge of alleged complicity 
in the bomb outrage have been set at liberty. ‘The trial of the remaining persons 
under arrest is in progress, but so far the charge has not heen brought home to them, 

Paineo\Furnian Fare lina reaigeeil ie Govornoralip ot Azerbaijan, and a iow/on 
his way to Tehran. ‘The Minister of Education, Mukhber-es-Sultanch, was at first 
designated to sueceed him, but has not finally accepted the post. 

‘The Cabinet remains the same as reported in Inst summary. 

(Signed) G, P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary, 











ight at Ispahan, is now proceeding 

















Tehran, April 22, 1908, 


Tabrees, 


During March Tabreez and its immediate surroundings remained quiet, In the 
town itself the new Chief of Police, a leading member of the Local Assembl 
raised a very smart-looking body of policemen, who are dressed in uniform, an 
carries a rifle and fifty cartridges. ‘The strects are patrolled by them day’and night, 
Government allows 3,600 tomans for their expenses, 

‘The Ardebil district was in March in a disturbed condi ‘The Shahseyen tribes 
were pillaging the villages, aud a party of them raided Ardebil, where they robbed 
some fifty houses, killing some of the inmates. The Governor, Rashid-ul-Mulk, fled to 
Tabreez. 

Reports from the north-east corner of Azerbaijan state that a conflict has occurred 
between Persian tribesmen and Rassian troops. A Russian officer and some men are 
reported to have been killed, and the custom-house at Balasovar is reported to have 
been burnt by the Russians. Accounts are, however, conflicting as to the actual facts, 
The Foreign Minister was interpellated on the subject on the 21st instant by tho 
Assembly, and asked them to await the result of further inquiries, 















Kum. 


‘A demonstration has been made by the people of Kum against the levy of tolls by 
Messrs, Lynch on the Kum-Sultanabad road, and they actually wrecked ‘a toll-house 
outside Kum, His Majesty's Legation has communicated on the subject with Seyed 
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Alidullah Majlehed, who sent strongly-worded telegrams to the clergy of Kum depre- 
ating theit action, and pointing out that Messrs, Lynch were acting in strict accord 
with an Arrangement concluded with the Central Government, 


Resht. 


ed-Dowleh, the new Governor-General of Ghilan, arrived at Resht on the 
16th March. He informed the members of the Local Assembly that he was there to 
maintain order, and that they were subject to the law as well as other people. A few 
days later hie visited Enzeli, where he appointed his son Governor. ‘Thence he went to 
Palish to try and reconcile the inhabitants of that place to their Khan and to collect 
arrears of revenue, 





Zahii 









Astrabad. 





‘Nhe Governor has been displaying great energy, and appears to have effectively 
quieted the Turcoman tribes. A” photozraph has reached Tehran of about seventy 
irregular horsemen, each with the head a ‘Turcoman at the end of his lance. 











Meshed, 





1, Meshed continues quiet, but in the pro 
increase, 

In the second week in April the Local Assembly was the scene of a serious riot, 
AL the alleged instigation of some of its members, the soldiers, who had appealed against 
the robbery of their pay, beat a popular reforiner. It appears that this individual was 
urging a fresh election on more popular lines, but the present members wished to be 
re-clected ina body. ‘Trouble is said to be likely to result from this eireumstance, 


se murders appears to be on the 













Turbitei-Hayleri, 


1. Captain Tyass has sent six of his Cossacks and one non-commissioned officer back 
sin for insubordination, 
Nhe dintriet iy still without n Governor but is quie 
From Karez it is reported that, ax the National Assembly has decided that the 
sowars of the sinitary cordon postal line should be paid by B three of the posts 
have been abolished 


toR 









Ispuhan. 





1, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan, who arrived at Espahan en route to 
hnving: remained there longer than twenty-four hours, a demonstration hostile to 
took place. ‘The demonstrators were attacked by soldiers and others and some loti 
took plice, Mhe Zil eventually left Ispahan for Shiraz on the 1Sth April. 

2, Hix Majesty's Acting Consul-General reports that while at Ispahan the Zil rec 
the visits of nearly all te persons who were responsible for his dismissal last year from 
Ispalian, including Agha Nejefi, ‘he Zil remarked to some frieuds that lie had spent 
about 7,000/. in his preparation {0 go to Shiraz but would now be glad to give 2,000/, 
not to go 





hiraz on the 24th March 


















Seistan, 


1, It is noteworthy that earayans plying between Herat and Quett 
tion to use the Nushkt route instead of ie direet one. The n 
the Afghan route are danger trom robbers aud the inten 
Afghanistan, 

2, Dr, Kosminsky’s interpreter las been holding “‘rozeh khanis” at Birjand whieh 
have been attended by the Neib Karguzar and about 100 others, 

8, The Shaukat-ul-Mulk asked Mr, Howson to transmit telegray to Tehran, 
He intimated at the same time that the Heshmet-uleMulk was intriguing again for the 
governorship. Major Kennion told Mr. Howson to transmit telegrams should the 
Shaukat wish to send any, 





how a disposi- 
given for avoiding 
transit dues levied in 

















Kerman, 





rman stil has no Governor and the opposing factions send eon! 
to Tehran in the hope of getting some one they approve of appointed. 





ting telezrams 
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Kermanshah, 


1, His Majesty's Consul returned to Kermanshah from Kasr-iShirin on the 21st 
March. 

2. A report having reached Tehran that the Deputy Governor of Kermanshah had 
been responsible for some brutal executions withont proper trial, the Minister of the 
Interior was interpellated on the subject on the 2ist instant, He replied that as soon as 
the news reached him he had ordered the Deputy Governor to come to'Tehran to be tried, 


Kurdistan, 


Sakat-ul-Mulk, the Governor, having resigned, the Minister of the Interior appointed 
Serdar Afkham to suceced him, “The appointment is, however, very unpopular as he is 
suspected of strong Reactionary tendencies, 


Shiraz. 


1. Since the middle of March Shiraz has been abnormally quiet. Many prominent 
individuals have received threatening letters, but no act of violence is reported, ‘Though 
the bazaars are open, trade remains at a standstill, ‘The news of the appointment of the 
Zil-es-Sultan as Governor-General of Fars was well received by almost all sections, 

2. On the Bushire road three robberies oceurred during March, and the road guards 
were reported to be extorting money from travellers, On the Ispahan road one robbery 
‘occurred between Shiraz. and Zergun, 

3, Mr. Bill, who will officiate at Shiraz after Mr, Grahame’s departure, arrived at 
Shiraz on the 18th April, 











Perstan Guur. 
Bushire, 


1. Muleteers have again begun to use the Shif route to the north, ‘This is said to 
be due to the excessive rates for forage, &c,, charged by the Khan of Chakuta, ‘The 
latter, not wishing to lose his in tried to forcibly prevent muleteers using the 
Shifroute, ‘This led to scuflle with the men of Ahmed Khan Angali, who profits by 
the levy of illegal tolls when the Shifroute is used, Representations are being made by 
the Legation on the subject, 

2, Captain M. F. White, LM.S,, arrived on the 4th Mareh, and assumed charge of 
his duties as Mobile Assistant to the Chief Quarantine Officer, 

3. On the 27th March the Deputy-Governor showed the Residency Munshi a 
telegram from the Accountant in change of the revenue accounts at Tehran to the effect 
that tle govemorship of the Gulf ports, including Charbar, Shib Kull, and Dilem, for 
the next year, had been intrusted to the Darya Beggi. 

4, Considerable feeling was aroused inthe Armenian community by the action of 
the German Consul in causing the Deputy-Governor to have an Armenian Customs 
clerk severely beaten on what seemed to be rather insullicient grounds. 






































Bunder Abbas, 


1, Haiji Mirza Abdul Mohammed, editor of the Cairo “Cheha Nema,” arrived 
from Lingah on the 2nd March, He delivered an address to the Local Assembly on 
educational matters. 

2, The caravan routes were again disturbed during the latter half of February, and 
the loads of two donkeys belonging to the relieved Consular escort trom Kerman were 
robbed near Raghu. His Majesty's Consul was taking steps to recover the stolen 
property. 

Lingah. 

‘The quarantine doctor at Lingah reports that on the 22nd February the Russian 
Consular Agent boarded the Odessa Company's steam-ship Euphrates” before the 
doctor lind completed his examination, in spite of the protest of the quarantine ferrash, 
‘The Residency Surgeon, as Chief Quarantine Authority, has addressed the Russian 
Consul at Bunder Abbas on the subject. 


[1580] pie 
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Mohammerah, 


1, M, Leleux, Inspector-General of Customs, has expressed the intention of putting 
in force the Articles of the “Reglement Iégal”” not previously in force here; he stated 
he would make concessions to facilitate trade, ‘The Sheikh has warned him that 
changes are dangerous and that he (the Sheikh) is head of the Customs 

2, Herr Kurt Jung, German Commercial Delegate, visited Mohammerah in the last 
week of March, He left Inter for Bussors 

8. A Turkish corvette has visited Re 
despateh, 








h. ‘This is reported upon fully in a separate 











(Signed) ©. B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attacie. 
(15994) No. 168. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 97.) 
Bir, Tehran, April 23, 1908. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch and its inclosures 
addressed to the Government of India by His Majesty's Resident in the Persian Gulf 
respecting the wishes of the Sheikh of Molammerah and the Bakhtiari Khans for nearer 
relations with us, 

It would scem from these papers that both Sardar Arfa and the Khans have been 
Jed to, make advances to us from similar motives, viz. apprehension that their present 
position of semi-independence may be threatened; either from within by the change in 
the form of Government in Persia; or from without by direct aggression on tie part of 
the Turks, As regards the former cause it seems to me probable that these Chiets have 
eon unduly impressed with, the blatant talk of the ‘Tehran press, which is given to 
ious in. wins conaioiig to) hopelean in patengn of the) Central Grermntent ars 
ludicrously confident terms, what the sovereign Assembly of Persia will do, What 
seems to excite most apprehension is the prospect that the struggle between the Shah 
and the reform party will end in the triumph of the latter, ‘That such ill be the 
is, [ think, the opinion of most competent observers, but considering the inapt 
which the Assembly has hitherto shown for representative Government there seems to 
Ne little prospect that any Adwinistration is likely to be found in Persia, for many years 
to come, strong enough to attempt to attack the present position of the semi- 
independent tributary: tribes, On the contrary, it appears to me more than probable 
that the task of governing those parts of Persia, nominally directly administered from 
‘Voliran, will so tax the energies of the Ministers that they will he only too glad not 
to hive to intorfere wherever there is a local authority waintaining @ 
reasonable degree of order. circumstances [ im inclined to think that the 
Sheikh of Melia der his position as fairly well assured for a good many 
yeurs to come withont a al gunvantees from ns, and it is for the Bakhtiaris to 
Secure themselves in like manner ly: putting their house in order and giving no pretext 
Jor attempted interterence in their aflairs from ‘ehran, 

In any ease, 1 presume, that we ean scarcely make any reply such as would 
eneourage the Bakhtiari Khans and Sheikh Khuzal to believe that we favour any 
agreement between them aimed at their eventual independence, Such a step would 
scarcely be in accordance with the spirit of our recent undertaking to respect the 
integrity of Persia, 

AS regards the second point, ie. the apprehension of attack from the ‘Turks, f 
umderstand from your despatch No. 21 of the 25th Rebruary last, that His Majesty's 
Gove idler our interests in South-Western Persia are of sufficient importance 
to wartunt ns in taking steps to prevent any serious disturbance of the status quo, and 
T venture to think that some general assurances of this nature would suffice to allay 

i could not be resented by the Persian Government, 
judye from her present attitude, would take any 










































































nor dof believe that Russia, to 
exception to them. 

‘hey would also, it seems to me, be sutficient to banish Sheikh Khazal’s 
temptation to look towards the Germans rather tian to ourselves; a contingency which 
Major Cox appears to think not impossible, 

In conclusion I would. venture tie opinion that Sheikh Khazal is very much 
mistaken in his estimate of the power of the Russian Legation at Tehran at present, In 
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the press it has little influence; otherwise it would not be so constantly the object of 
attack; nor do I see any reason why it should use any influence it may have to inspire 
attacks against Sheikh Kliazal, 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 



















Inclosure 1 in No, 168. 
Major Cox to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 44.) 
Sir, Bushire, March 22, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a eopy of the letter whic 
have aldressed to the Government of India regarding the aspirations of the Bakhtiari 
Khansand the Sheikh of Mohammerah in the direction of closer relations with us. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 

Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, 8, 
























Tnclosure 2 in No, 168. 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bir, Bushire, March 22, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to forward for information and such consideration as may be 
possible, copies of the undermentioned papers :— 


















(1.) A Memorandum giving details of an interview Letween myself, accompanied by 
Mr. Consul MeDouall, and Sheikh Khazal, of Mohammerah, on the 7th January last, 

(2.) A letter dated the 3rd February last, received from His Britannic Maj 
Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, in which the latter reports the purport of a conversation which 
he recently fiad with the Bakhtiari Khans Salar-i-Arfa and Shahab-cs-Sultanch, 












jesty's 





The Sheikli of Mohammerah asked me to await receipt of the Memorandum of State 
expenditure which he was preparing, hefore taking special action on his representations, 
and when the summary of the said document reached Bushire T was away on tour; 
meanwhile Captain Lorimer’s Report also reached me, 

2, In connection with the above mentioned papers I beg to refer to, and to quote 
for facility of reference, a Memorandum recorded by Sir Louis Dane at the time of the 
tour made by his Excelleney Lord Curzon and Sir Arthur Hardinge to the Persian Gulf 
in the winter of 1908, The passage I refer to runs as follows (vide inclosure to Foreign 
Department letter, dated the Ist March, 1904) 




















“he question of increasing our influence in the Lur and Bakhtiari country... « 
and of strenzthening the tribes in South-vwestern Persia, so as to enable them to hold 
their own in the event of a collapse of the central power or trouble m South-western 
Persia was discussed on several occasions by his Excelleney with Sir Arthur Hardinge, 

| It-vas recognized that out future action in Southwestern Persia must largely 
depend on the extent to which we could strengthen and utilize both tribes and the tribes 
of Arabistan, who under the Sheikh of Mohammerah are in much the same position.” 
















































3, It will be scen trom my present inclosures that practically simultancously, 
though independently, the Chiefs of the Bakbtiaris and of the Arab tribes of Arabistan 
respectively have become apprehensive as to their future and convinced that their 
interests lie in union among themselves, if possible under our wgis. 

The Sheikh of Mohammerah, encouraged no doubt: by the understanding at whieh 
his fidus Achates Sheikh Mubarck has arrived at with us, presses for an assurance that his 
linéal heirs will be maintained in the enjoyment of their present patrimony, and will be 
reasonably sifeguarded against the curtailment of their present semi-independent 
position and powers by the Central Government. As arguments in support of his rights 
r strong claims to such treatment Sheikh Khazal adduces the fact that ever since his 
accession the Central Government have obliged him to meet from private funds very 
heavy expenditure which should properly have fallen on the Government Exchequer, and 
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that now during the current Turco-Persian crisis the Central Government have left him 
absolutely to take care of himseli in the best way he can, in fact, have neither the 
means nor the power to do anything to help him in the event of his territory being 
invaded by Turkish troops. In this respect he is ina measure comforted by his confi- 
dence in Great Britain to prevent any attack upon him by sea, but in the event of an 
invasion from the land side he feels that he would be placed in a very serious position, 
seeing that he possesses no artillery or large supply of ammunition. 

Tn return for such assurances from us as his heart desires he expresses his readiness 
to bind himself to us in any way which may seem to us feasible. 

‘The Bakhitiaris intimate that, prompted by the common sentiments of self-preserva~ 
tion, they contemplate allying themselves with the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and in the 
hope of thus maintaining a position of semi or practical independence they are anxious 
to enter into asecret understanding with the British Government. 

T do not feel that I ean safely or usefully offer much comment upon their respective 
representations, ax in such a question my fieli of vision is too confined to allow me to see 
the matter in the right perspective, I can only say as a local officer that it seems to 
me that having by the terms of our Convention with Russia left the region affected in the 
neutral zone and exposed to German enterprise, it is of the utmost importance to 
our interests to counteract the disadvantages of that circumstance as far as possible and 
without delay by strengthening our hold as muchas we can upon the Chiets of South 
‘western Persia before the opportunity to do so passes out of our control, 

‘As faras the Sheikh of Molummerali is concerned [ believe him to be primarily 
quite sincere in his. protestations that his interests and hopes are centred in us. Never- 
theless he is mainly prompted by the dictates of self-preservation, and should there be 

re on our part to dispel his appr ns, itis as well to remember that he is 
likely to. be greatly influenced by his astute henchman and relative, Haji Rais-ut- 
‘Dujiae, who is possessed by no feelings of tradition or sentiment, or by any considera- 
tions other than those of personal aggrandizement and present profit, and would, I doubt 
not, as lief pursue his schemes through German auspices as ours if the former were made 
sulticiently attractive to him and ours were too lukevarm, 

Whether the aspirations of the Sheikh and the Khans can be entertained to any 
degree or not, I feel sure that the problem of which they are factors will have the early 
‘und interested consideration of the Government, 

‘A duplicate of this letter is being forwarded to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, 
‘chran, under my office letter of to-day's dat 




































































have, &e. 
‘Signed . Z. COX, Major, Political Resident in 
igned P, %, COX, Maj tical Resid 
the Persian Gulf. 










Inclosure 8 in No, 168. 











wv which took place betw 


Musonaypem by Major Cox regarding an inte 
‘ating Political Resident in the 


Sheikh Khazal of Mohammerah and the OM 
Persian Gulf, dated January 7th, 1908 






AY’ my last visit to Mohammerah on the 16th December, 1907, in connection with 
the delivery to the Sheikh of the Humaidi pirates, Sheikh Khazal, who in the course of 
our disenssion regarding the punishment of the outlaws, had incidentally shown that he 
heard of a recent agreement with Sheikh Mubarek, informed me as Twas leaving that he 
Und urgent grounds tor wishing to discuss his alfairs generally with me, and begged me to 
pay hina leisurely visit-at an early date for the purpose, I did so on the 7th January, 
uni having gone there tor this express purpose, I took such previous papers as, were 
y with me, Mr, MeDouall was present with me. Sheikh Khazal having in the 
first instance led me to think that he needed more definite support or assurances from Us, 
Tread him out the purport of Sir Arthur Hardinge’s letters of the 7th December, 1902, 
‘md the 24th Deceinber, 1908, and then inquired what further he needed. Sheikh 
Kliazal replied that the assurances just referred to were all right sy far as they went and 
at the epoch at which they were given, but that the outlook had much changed aud 
developed sinew 1903, and that he eoulid not but regard the near future with the greatest 
apprehension, Tt was the advent of the “Majlis” and the so-called constitutional 
Government which had changed the aspect of the future so much. One of two things 
inuist soon happen, either the Shah or the Majlis must be eliminated. If the probability. 
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was that the Shah would be able to suppress the Majlis, as there was no doubt he would 
Tike to do, and if there was to bea return to absolute Government, then he would not 
be so apprehensive, for he was fortified by the assurance which we had given him to 
afford him our good offices and support with the Central Government, and, as long as he 
remained faithful to the Shah and followed our advice, to protect him against attack by 
water under any pretext, But it now appeared to him and bis advisor either that the 


Majlis would get the upper hand of the Shah and that the latter would become a mere 
puppet in their hands, or else that the Majlis would break up and that a general 

upheaval would supervene, which would prompt or oblige foreign Powers to interfer, and 

that a scramble would result, In either eventuality he felt that he would be in great 

jeopardy. We repeated to him the purport of a recent telegram to the effect that 

Russia and England had specifically undertaken to respect the integrity of Persia, and 

asked what he especially fears from the Majlis or from constitutional government, He 

replied that the Majlis and the now free press had elways been hostile to him, ‘The 

papers liad been repeatedly attacking him lately for everything he did. ‘Thus he had 

heen attacked for the Beni Truf expedition and for his friendship with Sheikh Mubarek, 

He knew that the Russians, who were all-powerfal in Tehran in the way of pulling 

strings, were hostile to him and fostered these attacks, and he believed that 
the first thing that the constitutional Government would do under the pretext. 
of reform would be to attempt to clip his wings and to intrench further upon 

his hereditary and established rights. Something in that direction was bound to 
happen, and it was of vital importance to him to know in the event of (1) the brenk 
up of Persia, or (2) the attempt of the Majlis to reduce him to nothing, what the 
policy of His Majesty’s Government would be, and how far they could reassure him now. 

He begged that we would consider the question of giving him a writing, assuring him 

(1) that we would to the utmost of our power prevent his absorption by any other 
Power, and that he and his children would he maintained in the enjoyment of their 
patrimony; (2) that just as we had hitherto undertaken to protect Mobammerah from 
Attack by a foreign Power (whatever pretext for such action be alleged), and also that 
we would continue to give him our support and good offices so long as he remained 
faithful to the Shah and acted in accordance with our advice, similarly we would now 
extend that undertaking and promise him immunity against the inroads of the Majlis 
upon his powers. He expressed the conviction that his salvation lay in forming 
connections with one of the great European nations, and that among those nations his 
interests and ideas were identical with those of Great Britain and not with those of any 
other Poner, and that in return for such fresh assurances as those indicated he was 
prepared to take upon himself obligations to the British Government in any terms that 
they might think advisable. 

‘he Sheikh then went on to speak of the Turko-Persian question, complaining that 
although the Central’ Government sought to curtail his powers and independence, thoy 
loft him, in an urgent matter like this, in the dark and in the lurch, and without special 
funds. (Vide Residency telogram dated 18th January, 1908,) 

He enlarged on this fact, and went on to speak of the enormous extra expenditure 
that he had been put to by the Persian Government in connection with measures of 
government which should properly fall on the Government Exchequer, He begged leave 
to have prepared and to place before me, for the confidential information of Government, 
statement of such expenditure which he had incurred, He concluded with the promise 
to have this draw up a8 oon a8 possible, but it was not received by me until the end of 

rebrua 









































(Signed) P. Z, COX, Major, Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 168, 


Sraresiuvn of the chief expenses of the Government of the Shatt-el-Arab and the 
‘Karun, from the accession of Sheikh Khazal Khan, 1319, to the end of 1825 Hijra 
(June 1807 to January 1908 inclusive), eleven years. 




















Kran, £ 
1. Exponsos on the Shattsl-Arub inching salaries of Sheikh, 
oe Hella erties ada ew in| 241030 $5,808 
| 
oF Tleadmen, guard: 
wars, cartridges, also 
4.s215 #931 
i | 
kts, two expeditions e 
tse and ve] 4796202 | 92048 


4 if THantal with 300 sovars for two montis 
Wi 1904 to pesorve onder at igh ant Shusbter pening | 
Arrival of Azam-ot-Saltanch Se s| $2,000 
Experion in 107 mimadingz anzal with 500 sowaty to assist 
Reidar Mukartem in bis expedition against Derok wand 
ns ; 













85,000 
80,000 





L 
‘Toler 





mig for eloven years, 





iTGtali pan ee 12,186,917 





Note by Mr. MeDouall. 





‘his does not include such expenses as entertaining Governor-General, which 
comes to about 50,000 krans a-year, according to Haji Rais, or expenses of band, or 
Haji Rais! to Missions to Tehran, In Haji Jabur's time the Sheikhs received no 
salaries, Sheikh Mizal gave a few small sums, but Sheikh Khazal instituted the present 
fyatom, anil called wpon thet to prvent eobbory and plaay and keep the pce, 

aji Rais wow hy the whole aceounts mado out in. sections from the books kept by the 
Sheikh’s clerk and himself, but says probably some itemsare omitted. ‘This isa summary 
of the whole, Any: special items could be obtained if you wished for them; but Haji 
Rais is Teaving on'n Mission to the Bakhtiari al Ab.i-bid ina fow days, Expenses in 
connection with Behbehan tovernment are not given, 


(Signed) W, McDOUALL, 















Moliammerah, Pebruary 15, 1908, 





Tnclosure 5 in No. 168, 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Cox, 





Camp Wais, February 3, 1908. 
eate a proposal propounded by the Salar Arfa’ 
interview with me at Maidan Munaftun on the 


T HAVE the honour to communi 
‘nd Shahab-es-Sulaneh in their b 
28rd January, 
2. On this oceasion they made the startling announcement that, after due c 
sideration, they found themselves so dissatisfied with the present state of the Persian 
Government that they were contemplating throwing off alleiance to it. They had 
entered into negotiations with Sheikh Khazal on the subject, and would have me 
understand that they had made some progress in them, and 'that the Sheikh had 
indicated that he shared their aspirations. It was proposed to have a personal meeting 
with him, in order to bring matters to a practical issue in the form of a Treaty or 
Convention, and for this pmpose they intended shortly to pay a visit to Nasiri, 
There they would exchange written undertakings with the Sheikh, which they would 
ask me to guarantee, ‘Their ambition was to attain the position of quasi independent 
Protectorates, of which they eited Muscat and Koweit as examples, and with this end 






























in view they were prepared to accept our sovereigaty, paying their revenues to us and 
putting their population at. our disposal for military training. ‘They recognized that 


their Agreements among themselves lacked stability, and they would look to us to 
enforce on both sides the observance of their Treaty with the Sheikh, 
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5. Previously, and in my absence, the Shahab had begged my mirza to gain my 
adherence to their project, and professed the Khans’ willingness to furnish us with all 
signed Agreements, My mirza expressed himself doubtful of my attaching much 
weight to their sizned undertakings, gently reminding the Shabab that the seal on the 
document which he had handed me at Kima last March was yet scarcely dry. ‘This 
ed the Shahab, who did not want the Salar's curiosity aroused regarding that 
de in his past career, 
4, In the course of the conversation the Salar remarked that they had some 
10,000 subjects capable of bearing arms, but of these only some 10,000 were provided 
with firearms, This estimate, T may observe, is the mostsane statement of the fighting 
sirength of the Bakhtiari tribes which Ihave yet had made tome, ‘The Salar also said 
that some British Representative (Colonel Douglas in 1004?) had approached them on 
the subject of raising and training forces in their country. At that time they were 
not prepared fo favour such a step, but that their feclings had undergone a ehange, 
and that now they were anxious for it, T.ct us now play up to our proposals, 

5. 1 answered yery briefly that I was unable personally to make them any reply, 
but that I would lay their proposals before my Government, I also stated that their 
proposals appeared to-me to involve issues of great magnitude, and of such a nature 
that our engagements with Persia and other Powers would make it very difficult for us to 
accept any part in them. 

6. The short time at my command and my unwillingness to display too great 
interest in the subversive projects of the Khans, prevented me from attempting to 
draw from them a more detailed statement of the precise course of action, they have 
in view, and of the means and methods which Uiey propose to employ. Lean there 
fore only communicate the above précis of what passed between us. ‘This I do merely 
for the information of Government, Ido not propose to offer any comments on w subject 
which stands to be judged on general and not local grounds; but I may remark that 
F question the probability of Sheikh Khazal’s committing himself in the way desired 
by the Khans, though he may to gain fugitive objects, diseuss the matter with thom 
with apparent seriousness. Iwyould also point out that, if rejected in their full. scope, 
the avowed desires of the K’ jgght possibly still be taken advantage of in part, 
as a means of attaining the ai ich Government held in 1904 as regards the 
raising of militia under our control among the Bakhtiaris and the tribes of Western 
Luristan, 

7. In the event of the Khans carrying out their projected visit to Nasiri and 
meeting with the Sheikh, their proposals are likely to Bo presénted/toime,ina more 
concrete and urgent form by themselves, and possibly by the Sheikh. I,should wish to 
be furnished with instructions regarding the attitude which 1 should’ observe before 
such a contingency arises, 















































T have, &. 
(Signed) D. L, R, LORIMER, Captain, 





(15995) No, 169. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 98.) 
Sir, Tehvan, April 28, 1908. 

SINCE the receipt of your telegram No. 78 of the 11th instant I havo been in 
constant communication with the Russian Minister as to the steps to be taken to 
broach the question of our control over the Meshed—Tehran and Khaf-Nasratabad 
telegraph lines to the Persian Government, and we are agreed that the least friction 
will be caused hy leaving the matter entirely in the hands of the Superintendents of 
the two Telegraph Administrations, and confining ourselves to simply mentioning the 
arrangement to the Minister for Foreign Affairs as one in which the Legations take 
4 very secondary, and certainly no political, interest. 

Mr. Barkers disposod to think that by taking this line there is quite a reasonable 
change that the Persian ‘Telegraph Administration will see the matter in the way 
which wo wish, and will raise no difficulty over it. M. de Hartwig and I are not, so 
hopeful, but we are both agreed that the more aloof the Legations remain from the 
question the better chance there is that we shall avoid arousing serious opposition to 
the exchange. 

Mr. Barker and General Heisler are about to consult as to the nature of the 
communications they will address to the Persian Telegraph Administrator. 
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‘As regards the question whether the Khaf-Seistan section be placed ultimately 
under the control of te {ndo-Buropean Telegraph Department or the Indian Telegraph 
‘Department, I notice that His Majesty’s Consul at Seistan, who appears to have been 
consulted by the Government of India, is strongly in favour of the latter course, on 
the ground that the Indo-European Telegraph ‘Department is tied down in many 
respects by its agreements with the Persian Government. I cannot say whence 
Major Kennion gets this impression, which, so far as Lean learn from Mr. Barker, 
is an entirely erroncous one, It is quite true that the Indo-Buropean Telegraph 
Department does not accept messages in the Persian language unless they are written 
in Roman characters, and that they refuse all messages of a political nature; this is 
not, however, in consequence of any arrangement with the Persian Government, but 
moroly as a precaution to prevent the Department's employés getting entangled in 
political squabbles which do not concern them, and also in pursuance of our general 
policy to avoid all appearance of interference in internal affairs. ‘Two other points 
that he has raised ate that “log” messages, i,, private messages sent gratis as a 
matter of favour, are not allowed by the Indo-European ‘Yelegraph Department, and 
that originals of all telegrams are handed over to the Persian Administration. ‘The 
second of these points, Mz. Barker informs me, is quite inaccurate, and as to the 

assures me (hat such reasonable fueilities for “ log" messag: 

with common honesty towards the Persian Administration, 
Meshed takes precisely the contrary view, in 
ol should be vested in the Indo-European 
i truth as it seems to me, that, if the 

inistration, considerable suspici 
aroused among the Persians who are accustomed to deal with the Indo-European 
‘Polegraph Department, and have great confidence in it, ‘Yo this I would add that it 
will certainly not make it easicr for us to obtain the Robat the Persian 

mont know that it, will pass under the control of the Indian Administration. 
T have sent the substance of the foregoing to the Government of India by 
aph, but it to mo unnecessary to incur the expense of employing that 
means of communication with yourself, as the question is already settled. 

T have informed both Mr, Barker and the Russian Minister of the contents of 
your telegram No, 88° of the 16th ant, to the effect that all the details of the 
exchange will be settled in St, Petersburgh. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) OHARLES M. MARLING. 





[15997] No. 170. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivel! May 11.) 

100.) 

Tehran, April 24, 1908, 

WILLE, as will be seen fom the monthly summary, the gencral condition of 
Persia has hen more tranquil, at the capital all the indications show but. too clearly 
that the struggle between the Shah and the “Enjumens” has lost none of its 
bitterness, [say advisedly the “Enjumens,” for in the last trial of strength, in 
which the i ° Assembly played a very small part indeed, 
anil the Mini ndlering and withdrawing their resignations within 
forty-eight hou The point at issue was simply whether the Gov 
of Welnan and Chief of Police, by causing the arrest of the alleged authors of the 
attempt on the Shab's life without warrant from the Minister of Justice, had acted 
constitutionally or not, On the whole the question may be answered in the negative, 
Dut, considerins: how near ter concerned the Shab, the “ Enjumens” might 
W ‘They are, however, so nervously anxious to 
prevent the smallest infringement by the Shab of the people's new-won liberties that 
they insisted on pushing the matter to an issue, 

‘he Shah was much exasperated, and Nizam-es-Sultaneh assures me that His 

1 Majesty is more than ever set in his hostility to the Constitutional movement. 

According to his Bi ¥y, tlic Shah, under the influence of his entourage, resolutely 
refuses to learn wisdom from the series of defeats he had undergone at the hands of 
the popular party, and is even now preparing for another struggle, which may take 
place, according to his Execllency, very shortly. Nizam-es-Sultanch represented 
the members of the present Cabinet, and himself in particular, as having played the 
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part of Constitutional Ministers to perfection, and, asa matter of fact, his Excellency 
has managed to explain his attitude during the crisis to the “Mejlis” so skilfully that 
he has emerged with a less degree of unpopularity than before, % 

‘What the attitude of the Cabinet as a whole would be in the case of a serious 
crisis it is hard to say. Nizam-es-Sultaneh is of the old school, which only understands 
the system of government by “‘pishkesh,” but, realizing the present strength of the 

ular party, is waiting on events, It wil probably, however, be of little moment 
which way the Ministers lean in ease of an acute crisis, for, between their respect for 
the Shah, on the one hand, and their dread of the “Enjumens” on the other, they 
have allowed their influence as the executive power to dwindle away to a minimum. 
Tt must, however, be said in their defence, that money, the possession of which might 
have saved them from their present situation, is entirely lackin 

‘he outlook is far from hopeful. ‘The * Enjumens,” conscious of their strength, 
presume to interfere in every branch of the Administration, and, with the narrow or 
ignorant and suspicious views of the majority of their leaders, their interference makes 
the task of government well nigh impossible. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


(15999) No. 171. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 


(No. 102.) 
Si 


Tehran, April 24, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have received from the Minister for Foreign. 
Affairs a copy of the Memorandum alluded to in my telegram No. 107 of 
20th April, sent to his Excellency by the Persian Commissioner at Urmia, exposing 
his views ts to the conditions on which the ne ms should be renewed. ‘The 
greater part of this production is quite unintelligible even to Persians, and in the 
inclosed translation those passages have been omitted, 

The point which Mohtashem-es-Sultanch appears to wish to make is that, so long 
as the Turks are in occupation of Persian territory—by which T presume he means 
the territory under Persian administration provious to the Turkish moye on Lahijan 
and Vasneh—it will be impossible for the Persians to obtain evidence in suppor! of 
their claim, of, in other words, Molitashom-oeSultanch desires  retum to the eae 
quo aite, a quite impracticable proposition, 

's of ‘Taher Pasha’s whereabonts has reached ‘Tehran for the last three 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Tnelosure in No, 171. 


Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh (Persian Commissioner on the Turco-Persian Frontier) to 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


f March 26, 1908, 

IN reply to your eypher message respecting the frontier question, L informed 
your Excelleney that I would send full particulars by post, which I now haye the 
ionour to do. 

Your Excellency’s telegram gaye some hope, because on account of the pro- 
cristination on the part of the Turks no result can be achieved without a propor 
basis. Now that such a basis is to be considered, I think it necessary to b 
following points to your notice :— id 

First, the Agreement between Mirza Hussein Khan and Ali Pasha only lays 
down that the status quo should be observed by both sides, No mention of any points 
on tie frontier was made, ‘There is nothing in it which can be referred fo in the 
present case, except that it proves the present encroachments of the ‘Turks, who have 
not observed the stipulation of this Agreement, But the ‘Turks consider that this 
instrument is a strong document in favour of the violation of the ‘Treaty, as was 
stated by Taher Pasha at one of the sittings, and the reply was given that the 
Agreement was a temporary one between two Representatives, and could never cancel 
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the 
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‘a Treaty between to Governments, a contention which he admitted, although the 
said Aureement proves that the Turks have violated its stipulations. 

Scvondly, the important point which you should bear in mind is that the Persian 
Ropresentatives at every Commission have observed the second and thinl Articles of 
the Treaty referring t0 the abandonment of all claims on both sides. ‘Therefore the 
Persian Representatives haye never put forward any claim, but siinply insisted on 
the line of the status quo which was in their possession at the time of the tour of the 
Commissioners of the four Governments, But the Turkish Representatives did not 
observe the Mreaty stipulations, and Deryish Pasha claimed a certain Zeki 
Pasha has extended the claim, ‘Taher Pasha has made a still more extensive claim, 
horefore it is necessary that the two parties should put forward their claims and give 
proofs, or that both should give up their claims and return to the line of the status quo 
ye had been witnessed by the Representatives of the mediating Powers at the time of 
thelr tour, and that it siiould be the line which at the time of the conclusion of the 
‘realy was in possession of the two parties. 




























[After a long and greatly involved argument, which is incomprehensible in the 
Porsian, angl quite impossible to translate intelligibly, the letter goes on as follows =—] 


What we must refer to the mediating Powers is this: that as the encroachment 
of the Turks on Persian territory is universally ff we haye to act according to 
Gustice, reaty, Agreement, status quo, maps, possessions, proofs, and arguments, first, 
tho ‘Tarks must withdraw from Persian territory, and then. in accordance with 
Articles TL and ILL of the Treaty of Erzeroum, and the possessions of both countries 
at that time, as stated by the two Commissioners, the dispute should be settled. 
Otherwise, so long as Persian territory is in the possession of the Turks, it is difoult 
for us to adduce proofs. Further, inspite of the encroachments on Persian territory, 
any measure for the delimitation of the frontier will be a confession as to the rights 
of the ‘Purks. 




























[Where is another sentence of which the drift 


y obscure, though the choice 
of words, with due regard to their rhyme, is excee 


ngly happy.) 








(16002) No, 172, ; 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 





(Rea Commorcial,) 
in, Tehran, april 18, 1908. 

HUIS Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire has sent me a Report by Mr, Chick on 
the working of the Imperial Bank of Persia's branch at Bushire, in amplification of 
the paragraph on the subject contained in the Memorandum sent to you in Major Cox! 
despatch No. 7, Commercial, of the 25th November, 1907. 

T will not trouble you, Six, with all the detailed criticism passed on the bank's 
Roshire branch, I have placed the facts before the bank’s chiet manager and chief 
inspector here, who are quite willing to give the matter their consideration, and to 

jor Cox earnestly entreated them to do, “broad-mindedly and in the spirit 
ir it is written,” in view of the possibility of German competition in the near 




















in whiel 
future, 
If is urged that there is room for reform in the bank’ 





management in the South 





of Persia gonorally ; that the business should be extended to other Gulf ports; that 
the question of separating the bank’s agencies at Shiraz and Bushire (the latter is at 








and that a 
mld receive 





present a subagency of the former) should be carefully reconsidere 
Tortain class of business (Isnown technically as “documentary bills”) s 
careful attention. 4 

T hear from other sources that, apart from the general desirability of strengthening 
our commercial position in the South of Persia, the bank has ample room to increase 
the scope of its operations in Bunder Abbas in connection with the transfer to the 
north of the customs revenues which now pass through native hands, 

These suggestions and some others are, I understand, considered by the bank's 
managing offivers in Tehran to be worthy of earvful study, but as they are questions 
of general policy, the Board of Directors in London will have to decide upon them. 

Tt is further suggested that extended fueilities should be granted to the native 
morehiants with the object of increasing the bank’s waning popularity, but T fear Tam 
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unable, in the light of all the facts brought to my notice, to indorse this recom 
mendation. 

I am entirely in agreement with Major Cox’ very decided opinion as to the 
necessity of taking timely measures to avert the extension of German commercial 
interests and influence at our expense, which the competition of a German bank 
would undoubtedly considerably assist, and I would venture to suggest that the 
Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia should he urged by you, Six, to give this 
question their careful consideration. i 

T conceive that the primary difeulty with which the Directors will have to 
contend, if they: propose to deal seriously with this matter, will be the choice of a 
suit ble man to study and report upon the technical intricacies of the whole case on 























the spot. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(16004) No. 173. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived May 11.) 
No, 15, Commercial.) 





eee Tehran, April 20, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 21, Commercial, of the 31st December, 1907, 
Thaye the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a Report trom His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Bushire, on the subject of the formation of a British Lighterage 
Company at Bushire, 
The Report appears to me till further to accentuate the imperative need for the 
interested British Shipping Companies to oro no time i oaugurating a service othe 
lines deseribed, a procedure which, while bencfiting trade in general, will strengthen in 
© marked degree our commercial position and prestige, and deprive Germany of a 
possible conmercial foothold from which, if once obtained, it would be a difficult and 
costly task to dislodge her. 

T observe from Mr, Mallet’s lettor to the Board of Trade of the 10th February 

Inst (Confidential print Persia (B), section 2 of the 10th Februnry), that the question 
is considered an urgent one, and I trust that with the information now available the 
Board! of ‘Trade will be enabled to impress tipon the Shipping Companies a full sense of 
their responsibility in the matter, 








__ Lhave, &. 
(Signed) OHARLES M. MARLING, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 173. 
Major Coz to Mr. Marling. 


, eee Bushire, March 19, 1908, 
IN accordance with the instructions conveyed in your despatch No. 9 of the 
12th January, 1908, I now have the honour to append more dotniled th formation cuito 
the desirability of establishing a British lighterage service at Bushire, 

This question of Tiglterago is so intimately connected vith the hamal-bashi 
problem that it will probably be of use to briefly recapitulate the history and working of 
fiat system as seen during the last few years, 

As written by the agents of the Anglo-Algerian Steam-ship Company t e 
Director-Genoralier Cusatie in lool Bee eS 

















“ According to the bill of Inding, the steamers responsibility ceases the moment 
the goods leave the ship's tackles, and the Company is not disposed to accept fresh and 
serious responsibilities such as now demanded by you (viz,, the landing of the eargo by 
the Steamship Companies)... . According to the contract between the Steam-ship 
Company and the shippers, it is the duty of the shippers’ assignees to land their own 
goods the moment the steamer is ready to discharge.” 


‘This attitude of tine Companies is perfectly correct, as pointed out in a letter of the 
10th February, 1906, from Mr. Noel-Paton, then Secretary to the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce atid now Director-General of Commercial Intelligence in India : 
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‘The Committee understand the absolute responsibility of a ship under a Will of 
lading to terminate when the goods are delivered safely overside, unless the bill of 
lading stipulates otherwise.” 


‘As long ago as 1901 the difficulty resulting trom the division of authority over 
the hamal-bashi came into prominence, both the merchants and Customs then con- 
tending that the landing contractor was their employé. Different Customs directors, in 
1904 and 1906, asserted their paramount authority over the contractor, and their right 
to dismiss him, but for the last two years the Customs have dropped this argument, 
Having seen the necessity of separating the functions of the contractor, and have taken 
up the position that the landing should properly be effected by the Companies, and that 
the latter are entitled to appoint any one they choose for the purpose. 

Th 1903 an attempt was made by. the agent of one of the Shipping Companies to 
form a combine among the agents of the four or five British Steam-ship Companies 
running to Bushire for the landing of cargo, with a capital of 5,000/, but the proposal 
‘came to nothing. 

By 1904 so many complaints had arisen between the steamer agents and the 
Customs as to the landing of cargo that the former all addressed their several principals, 
the Shipping Companies recommending the formation by them of a Lighterage 
Company. 

In this connection the agents of the British India Steam Navigation Company and 
the Bucknall Steamship Lines wrote to the Consulate on the 19th September, 1904:— 


“Phe whole matter has been referred home to the principals of the firms concerned, 
and we are unable to say at present whether they intend to endeavour to form a Landing 
or a Danding and Delivery Company.” 


In, 1905 the question of “hamalage,” or landing, again became acute, and the 
united European houses drew up a one-year contract and « tariff with an Armenian, the 
rates being considerably raised to provide for the better payment of the boatmen. But 
ill along the hamal-bashis have been men of straw, Under the old Customs régime the 
Governors used 10 farm the contractorship out to Mahommedans for exorbitant sums, 
and the wholesile robbery and disappearance of goods from and in transit to the 
Customs was the consequent result, The Armenian contractor who followed was, 
perhnps, more honest, but possessed no means to carry on a work requiring considerable 
initial capital, and still less any power to control the impudent and unruly boatimen, 
Both betore and after the expiry of his turbanees arose, the boatmen 
refusing on several occasions to proceed to sea unless high rates were guaranteed or 
outstanding arrears paid up; this meant that the steam-ship agents were frequently 
compelled to pay the boatmen in advance, and led ultimately to another raising of the 
Janding tarill atthe end of the summer of 1907, Heavy debts caused the dismissal of 
the Armenian contractor, and more recently a Mahommedan, upon whom his mantle 
descended, has ben found to be implicated in several disappearances and thefts of 
uereliandize from the Customs? premises, 

‘ho present state of affairs and the untrustworthiness of the merchants’ nominees 
fias occasioned great annoyance, but itis most unlikely to find a remedy except in a 
rasical cliange of method and management. 

There is no native of Bushire who has the eapital to undertake the work and run it 
effectively, and at the same time on honest lines; the requirements of the Shipping 
Companies, the grasping and dictatorial attitude of the boatmen, and the difficulty in 
recovering landing charges from native traders render the post trying as hitherto 
constituted, if not distinctly unremunerati 

‘Vhroughout this controversy the British Steamer Companies have persistently 
refused to interest themselves, and, in reply to tie advice of their agents here, have heli 
that the landing business did’ not congern them, aud that if it were a profitable invest 
iment the agents themselves should undertake it, This, however, was an impossible step 
to expect from the agents, who might at any moment be deprived of their agencies, ancl 
the course suggested is open to mauy objections on other grounds, 

‘Mle question of the Lighterage Company was last urged on the Shipping Companies 
by their agents in October 1008 aud August 1907, when, on the refusal of lightermen to 
go oll to the steamship *Tabaristan,” the agents of the Anglo-Algerian Line finally 
Notified their principal 


It you do not aceept our proposals, please do not bother yourselves in future by 
1g us why this or that steamer was detained.” 
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‘To such a point had the hectoring attitude of the lightermen reached that on that 
oveasion the Viee-Consul was appealed to by the captain of the ship, and compelled to 
fo in person to the quay-side and ask the boatmen as a personal favour to proceed to 
Sea, aud thus save the steamer costly demurrage, 

the continued refusal of the Shipping Companies to intervene was in itself a matter 
for considerable regret. A new factor has, however, altered the whole situation since 
1907, and makes their further non-intervention in the lighteraze question a danger not 
only to themselves, but also to English trade asa whole, [refer to the activity of the 
German Shipping Company, and its zeal for all kinds of doubufully remunerative 
enterprise, supported by a State subsidy, as it undoubtedly is, in the hope of finding and 
utilizing weak spots in the present British trade stronghold, 

‘The existence of Messrs. Wonckhaus’ ill-will towards the hamal-bashi régime, 
accentuated as it was by the fact that it was managed by British firms and under British 
‘ilieial influence, has already been noted elsewhere, ‘Nhe first move in what may well 
teem a directly ilireatening movement towards British commerce was taken the other 
day, when the agents of the Hamburg-Amerika Line notified the Director of Customs 
that in future they would have no dealings with the hamal-bashi, but would land their 
own cargo and put it in the custom-house themselves, ‘There was no rule to force them 
to work through the landing contractor, and no valid objection could be raised. 

‘To my mind, however, this may prove an opening and a starting-point for a 
wide-spread attack on the British earrying trade—to England, at any rate, It would bo 
only necessary for the Germans to bring out a small steam-lighter and have two or three 
native eraft for them to offer to:put cargo on board their own steamers and discharge it 
for a nominal sum (or even free for a short time), just in order to win the hearts of 
fickle Persian traders, and thus gradually attract to German yessels the custom now 
enjoyed by ourselves 

‘As stated by Mr. G. A, Lloyd in his recent Report, it is alrendy a significant fact 
that Manchester goods are brought out in German steamers. It would be easy, once a 
rogular carrying business and. clienféle is established, to induce importers by low prices 
to try German cottons and prints instead of English ones. 

t is to be doubted whether the British Shipping Companies have in their previous 
refusals to combine to effect the lighteraze ever contemplated this turn of affairs, More 
than once before the Anglo-Algerian Company have mad costly mistakes in not taking 
heed of warnings as to competition, and the presence of the opposition steamers of 
‘Andrew Weir and Co. in the Gulf is a recent instance of the result, 

T consider it imperative, under present conditions, that there should be no break in 
the conveyance of cargo from British steamers to the Persian shore in British lightors ; 
it is obvious that a German-managed connecting link between the British ship and 
Persian trader might become a most inconvenient factor, which every effort should be 
made to get rid of. 

‘he difficulty in the past has always been to make the Shipping Companies them- 
selves take interest in the project, which has) been strongly and repeatedly urged upon 
thom by their agents and the captains of their vessels, and it will probably need 
considerable direct pressure by Government to induce them to abandon their uncom- 
promising attitude. 

Twill now endeavour to reply to the questions asked in your despatch under reply. 


Resources necessary for the Inauguration of a Lighterage Company, 


Under the former contract the Armenian landing contractor was bound to subsidize 
twelve native sailing lighters, each capable of holding some 200 bags of sugar, a stipu- 
lation never kept to, 

Consensus of opinion seems to indicate that the purchase of some six to eight 
lighters, at an aggregate cost of G00/. to 800. approximately, and if possible the 
provision of a small steam-tug or steam-lighter of sufficiently light draught to come 
into the shallow harbour should be the primary outlay, exclusive of the wages of 
boatmen, the salary of a superintendent and native tally-clerks, 

Tn 1906 the hamal-bashi’s receipts for landing and manipulation of cargo for ten 
months were handed in as 149,268 krans (approximately 2,712), and his expenses for 
boat hire alone for the same period were 30,618 krans (approximately 557/.). 

‘Whe hamal-bashi could not make the undertaking pay, but his losses were chiefly 
incurred in the work of manipulation and porterage, which would lie outside the provinee 
of any institation for lighterage purposes alone, 


[1580] 2M 
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With the principal Shipping Companies interested in the Lighterage Company, it 
should not be difficult to arrange a system by which delivery orders on the Customs 
woul! only be issued to the consiziees after payment of the landing charges, a 
procedure which had to be adopted once before when a strike of the hamal-bashi’s 
Doatmen forced the steamer agents to hire boats themselves at the arbitrary rates of 
their owners, and which tends to do away with one of the chief causes of past ineilicacy, 
i.e,, indefinite delay by the native merchants in paying charges due to the contractor for 
work already done, 

‘The responsibility of a Lighterage Company would cease with delivery into the 
charge of the Customs, and it would remain for tlie consignees to arrange separately the 
delivery of their goods at their godowns 

















Altitude of Local Authorities. 


‘Phe local Pers 
a Lighterage Compan; 
Kalantar directly ben} 





n authorities would have no call to interfere with the iustitution of 
‘Ag far ns we know, there is no indication of the Governor of 
ng by the present system, 














Altitude of Local Merchants. 





‘The principal consideration with native merchants is cheapness, and, provided a 
British Lizhterage Company did not deliver goods ax dearer rates, or with more careless 
ness than at present, no objections could be raised, 'This would be especially so were 
the present Shipping Companies to combine to form a nucleus of capital and boats for 
lighteraye, In facl, some of the Armenian community have been trying in the last 
month to promote a lighterage scheme to be run with native capital, but the unw 
ness of Persians to hazard nny deposits of money, discord between the various native 
merchants and the financially crippled condition of Bushire are obstacles to the scheme 
coming to any good head, Moreover, it is problematic whether, on account of the 
notorious unserupulousness and slishonesty attending native concerns, the Shipping 
Companies and agents would, or should ever, consent to land their cargo through such 
‘amd in any case it is certain, without the co-operation of the shipping 
agents, no Lighterage Company could pay its way. 
Tt might be advisable for the Shipping Companies participating in the ij 
Company to secure the goods 
Persian agents of Messrs, And 
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1 to the extent of co-operation—of the two 
ir and Co, and the Bombay—Persian line. 
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. Altitude of Local Customs, 


‘The local Director of Customs does not now claim to interfere with the landing of 
eargo; indeed, he las for some time past maintained that the Shipping Company should 
Jand their own cargoes, and believes such an arrangement to be the true solution of the 
constant difficulties with the native hamal-bashis, 














Reasons for pressing for Change in present System. 


‘The general outline of the present chaotic state of the landing question have 
already been stated. ‘The tariff is only so far fixed, as the boatmen are content to work 
‘at the present rates; there is no power and no contract now binding them to insure 
their obedience to instructions, In 1906 the tariff rates were raised 20 per cent,, in the 
summer of 11107 they were raised further. ‘The contractorship has gone from bad to 
worse, aud at the present the shipping agents are perplexed to know what todo. ‘The 
Persian Government has largely itself to lame for this state of affairs, and as it has 
never interfered to ameliorate the situation, it can lay no shadow of « claim to put 
forward objections to a purely trading establishment in no way trespassing on its 
sovereign rights. 











Likelihood of British Shipping Combine undertaking Work. 


It has already been sven that the Shipping Companies have been deaf in the past 
to the proposals of their agents, But it is probable that, if they were specitically 
approached by Government, and the gravity of future possibilities and the present 















135 


situation pointed out to them, they could be led or driven into taking action in the 
direction desired. ‘The Government of India might be prepared to bring influence 
and pressure to bear on the British India Steam Navigation Company to obtain their 
coalition. 

Th 















Companies chiefly concerned are:— 
‘The Anglo-Algerian Steam-ship Company (Messrs, Strick and Co.), which might 
provide three lighters. 
‘The British India Steam Navigation Company (another three boats or more). 
‘The Bucknall Steam-ship Lines (one boat), 





‘There is little likelihood that the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company 
would contribute, owing to the paucity of their sailings, It is for the Companies above 
named to decide whether they would ask the Bombay-Persian Steam Navigation 
Company to join them, 








Entry of some outside British Firm, 





As stated above, it is eminently necessary that the lighterage service should be 
connected with the Shipping Companies, and until every means of inducement has failed 
it would be wise not to bring an alien British concern on to the scene, 






Government Guarantee, 


\ guaranteed interest on the capital would certainly smooth the way for the 
Companies to undertake the formation of a Landing Company, Opinions are not. 
unanimous as to the prospects of such a Company, some of the shipping agents holding 
that there would be at least a working profit, on the yearly outlay; another that there 
would be practically no profits, possibly a slight deficit, 

‘There is, in fact, so much difference of opinion, and the information on which to 
dase anything like a reliable estimate, whether of profit or possible Joss, is s0 
inconclusive, that Lam having statisties worked out showing the tonnage, the number of 
packages ot each separate article of import landed during the year, the cost of 
landing calculated on the hamal-bashi’s present promiscuous tariff, and a scale per 
ton which would on the whole leave the average cost of landing consignments about: the 
fame as now. Until we get this, it is impossible to form a definite opinion as to 
what a guarantee on the part of the Government of India, either against loss or to 
insure a reasonable pereentage tow Lighterage Company on their outlay, would 
involve. 

‘Nhe completion of such statistics will take some little time, and Ido not think it 
advisable that this communication should wait for them, I shall probably be able to 
telegraph the general result, if necessary, simultaneously with the arrival of the present 
post at Tehran. 

Thaye the honour, in conclusion, to append a copy of a letter recently addressed 
to me on the subject under roport by’tho principal Toon! agents for Brit Tinos plying 
to the Gulf, and you will observe the views expressed therein generally bear out my 
statements, 

1am forwarding a copy of the correspondence to the Government of India. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. %. COX, Mujor, British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General 
for Fars, 80. 






























Tnclosure 2 in No. 173. 
Letter addressed by British Shipping Agents al Bushire to Vice-Consul Chick, 


Sir, Bushire, March 10, 1908, 
IN reply to your inquiry as to the presont influence of the hamal-bashi question on 
the lighterage on steamers at this port, we have the honour to give it as our opinion that 
the actual condition of affairs is detrimental in the extreme to our interests, besides 
causing us from time to time infinite trouble and annoyance, which ought not to be 
thrown upon ourselves as shipping agents, in indueing the boatmen to go out at all, and 
to forgo their constantly increasing demands for extra remuneration. ‘There is no 
landing contractor honest enough for the post. 
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We have in the past represented to our head offices that it would be in their own 
interests to combine to effect the landing of cargoes, and whether such business might 
bern profitable concern or not, we can only consider the possibilities of the German line 
taking advantage of the present difficulties as very likely indeed. This would be no 
Tight matter to the interests of our principals. At present far too much of our time is 
wasted, without any remuneration to oursclves, with the troubles between the hamal- 
Yushi and the boatmen, and the proper landing of cargo, and in disputes regarding 
packages which are alleged to have never becn landed. ‘This further tends to involve 
his in difficulties with native merchants, which is very undesirable. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GRAY, PAUL, 
‘A. asp TJ. 





fe 











(16070) 





Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 





in, Pera, May 6, 1908, 

WITEE roforence to Mr, Wratislaw’s telegram No, 29 of the 2nd instant, reporting 
that the recent outrages to the south of Urumia were mainly the work of Kurds from 
Mongavar and Ushnu, for whom the Turkish authorities were directly responsible, T 
have the honour to report that the Russian Ambassador called upon me yesterday to 
inform me that he was about to make representations to the Porte urging them to 
‘strain the Kurdish Chiefs responsible for these outrages, anil his Excellency asked 
ine for my support. 

‘Although {had already spoken to the Grand Vizi 


















on the subject, and received 


his assurance that the most stringent instructions had been sent to the frontier 
officials to restrain the Kurds under their direct authority from committing depreda- 
tions, L promised M, de Zinoview again to urge the Grand Vizier in the senso desired. 
T saw the G i if 
His Hig! 





i 


in the afternoon, and made the representations as promised. 
‘under Turkish authority, and told 
Zinoview, telegraphed repeating the 










Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 








(16072) No. 
Mr. G, Bareluy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived May 11.) 





(No 242) 

Sir, Pera, May 6, 1908. 
WITIL reference to my despatch No. 280 of the 30th ultimo, T have the honour 

to bunsmit herewith copy of a despateh from Tis Majesty's Consul at Erzeroum, 

roporting tho dispatch of fusther troops for Van and the calling out of reservists 


at Bit 
Thave, &e. 
med) |G. BARCLAY. 











Tnclosure in No. 175. 


Consul Shipley to Mr. G. Barclay. 





5 Erzeroum, April 25, 1908. 

WITIL reference to my immediately preceding despatch No. 19 of the 20th 
instant, E have the honour to report to you that the 2nd (Iapir) Battalion of Redifs of 
the d2nd Regiment left this town yesterday for Van. 

‘the dra (Gumushkhané) Battalion of the 52nd Regiment, to which I referred in 
ny above-mentioned despateh as being expected here shortly, lias uot yet arrived, 
Dut certain of its officers, Lam informed, are at Eracroum awaiting further orders. 

Mr. Safrastian, Dragoman in charge of His Majesty's Vice-Consulate at Bitlis, 
reports under date of the 11th instant that the reservists of that town, amounting to 
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some 400 men, have been called out, but had not as yet received their arms, He 
reports further that the Redifs of Moush and Sairt are said to have been also called 
out, and to be holding themselves in readiness. 





I have, &, 
(Signed) ‘H, 8, SHIPLEY. 
(16036) No, 176. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11. 
(No. 219.) fe SENS) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, May 6, 1908, 


WITH reference to your telegram No. 100 of the 14th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit copy of an aide-mémoire which I have received from the Imperial Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs in regard to the suggested joint representations at Tehran by the 
British and Russian Representatives relative to the subsidy to be paid to the German 
school in that town. The Russian Government is ‘of opinion that it should be left to 
the discretion of the two Representatives to decide as to what steps should be taken in 
the matter. 

Tmay add that the question is fully dealt with by Mx. Marling in his despateh 
No. 91 of the 23rd ultimo, which I am forwarding to you by bag to-morrow, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) | HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


——— 


Inclosure in No. 176. 
Memorandum communcated by M. Isvolsky to Mr, O'Beirne, April 22 (May 5), 1908. 


EN se référant A Ia lettre de Sir A. Nicolson, au nom de son Excellence 
M, Tawolsky, en dato ‘du 2 (15) Avril courant, le Ministre Impérial dos, Affaires 
Btrangéres se fait un devoir @aviser ’Ambassade de ln Grande-Bretagne qu’ainsi qu'il 
appert dune communication du Ministre de Russie i ‘Yshéran, la question dan 
subside A allouer A P’école Allemande A Téhéran n'est pas encore résolue d'une fagon 
Claire et définitive, En tout cas il est hors de doute que le Medjliss a retusé de 
sanctionner le prélévement de co subside sur les revenus down! 

ML. de Hartwig et Mr. Marling sont d’accord, paratt-il, qu'il serait préférable de ne 
Piro démarche collective & ce sujet aupr’s du Gouvernement Persan ot de so 
horner h rappeler, sGparément ot oralement, aux Ministres des Aifaixes Btrangéres ot 
ides Finances de Sa Majesté le Schah les droits des deux Etats sur ces revenus, 

Le Gouvernement Impérial est davis, dans ces conditions, dabandonner 4 
Vappréciation des Représentants de In Grande-Bretagne ct de Russie la prooédure 
quils considéraient la plus appropriéo a la situation, et so déolare prét i munir M. de 
Hartwig d'instructions dans co sons, si le Cabinet de Londres partage oe point de ye. 


‘Saint-Pétersvourg, le 22 Avril (5 Mai), 1908. 




























(16340) No. 177. 
ae Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 12.) 
0, 228, 

s d St. Petersburgh, May 8, 1908. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 117, Confidential, of the 27th ultimo, T 
have the honour to state that I yesterday asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
whether he had any information as to the report that M. Stemrich had obtained a 
Concession for the construction of a railway from Tehran to Kermanshah. 

His Excellency said that he had no information of the kind. At his request, I 
left a note of the question with him with a view to his letting me know sliould he 
hear anything about the alleged Concession, 

Thave, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





[1580) aN 
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[16377] No, 178, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewitli, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a lettor 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 2nd ultimo, relative 
to the Russian post at Gumbad-i-Kabus. 


India Office, May 11, 1908. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 178. 


Major Sykes to Government of India, 
(Confidential,) 
Bir, Meshed, February 20, 1908, 

1 FAVE the honour to forward a short note on the Russian post at Gumbad-t- 
Kabus. Tho information was in part furnished by a special agont, and in part by 
the Karguzar, 

Thave, &e. 
P, M. SYKES. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 178. 
Note on Gumbad-i-Kabus. 


abus post was founded in 1897 by the Russians with the ilea 
raiding, aud also of increasing their politival influence in this part 


miles east-north-east of Astrabad, some & miles to 
‘rom Astrabad to Bujnur, and about a mile to the south 


‘dot dome, which in shape somewhat resembles a lighthouse, was 
197 by Knbus, son of Vashingix, the head of a local dynasty. It is set 
ona mound rising some 80 fect above the very level plain, ‘The whole of this mound 
sac aoupted by the Teussians, who have fortified it with a diteh, The house of 
the Russian official almost touches the gumbad on the south side, On the north side 
ig a guard-house on the mound, On the same side, at the foot of the mound, are 
parracks for 50 Cossacks and 100 Turkoman levies. Close by, on the south side of the 
mound, are some twenty shops, owned by Armenians and Persians. Here, too, is 
tho Persian Karguzari, guarded by twenty sarbazes, and the telegraph office. ‘The 
{elograph line runs to Chat--Atrek, or Chatli, a fort which T saw across the Atrek in 
1808, and thence to Kizil Arvat. ‘To the north, about a mile away, near the river, is 
the P in custom-house. 
Proviously to the establishment of the Gumbad-i-Kabus fort, Marawva Tappa, near 
tho river Atrek, was occupied; but after a short experience it was found to be 
unsuitable, and Gumbad-i-Kabus was selected. 





(16397) No, 179. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received May 12.) 


(No. 121) 

(Welographic.) P. Tehran, May 12, 1908. 
STEAMERS on Lako Urumia, Your telgram to Si A. Nicolson, No: 88 
Stovens is asking for information. Have Russian Government replied ? 
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6397] No. 180. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 
No. 125.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
PRINCE IMAM KULIS Concession. 
With reference to my telegram No, 88 of the 80th March, 
You should ask the Russian Government to be good enough to give their reply 
as soon as possible. 


Foreign Office, May 12, 1908, 





“15378) No. 181. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 12, 1908. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo on thie subject of the exchange 
of telegraph lines in Persia between Great Britain and Russia, T am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies of telegraphic corre- 
spondence with His Majesty's Chargé d’A(aires at ‘Tolran relative to the withdrawal 

by each Power of all its signallers from the sphero of the other.® 
Since, from the last of these communications itis nov clear that Russian signallers 
on Persian telegraph lines are not prohibited by any specific regulation from forwarding 
British messages, it appears to Sir E, Grey that the Inst objection to the proposed 
withdrawal is removed, and that, from the point of view of lis Majesty's Government, 
all that is now required to insure the due transmission of such messages on the lines 
controlled by Russia in Persia is the conclusion with the Russian Government of an 
arrangement whereby each Power should undertake to instruct its employés to accept 
tof the other, 

disposed to approach the Russian Government without 
th regard to this proposal, and I am to transmit to you draft, of a 
Tie necessary instructions on the subject to His Majesty's Chargé 


in the terms of this draft. : 
Printed copies of the papers mentioned in the draft are also inclosed for 
convenience of reference. 
Lam, &o, 
(Signed) W. LANGH 





16492] No. 182 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 16th ultimo, 
relative to Pasand Khan and the Birjand postal contract, 


India Office, May 12, 1908, 


+ Nos, 108, 120, 128, and 140. 

Seo No. 196. 

{Sr A. Nicolson, No, 192 (8903/07), No. 204 (12610/07), No. 917 (20718{07) and No. 444 (29585/07); 
see Part SIMI, No. 4175 and ante, No. 117, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 182. 


Government of India to Major Kennion. 


‘Simla, Aprit4, 1908. 


(Telegraphic.) 
PASAND KHAN. 
Penso repeat telegram of the 19th ultimo referred to in your tolegram of the 

29th ultimo, 

ee 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 182. 


Major Kennion to Government of India. 


Seistan, April 8, 1908. 


(Gelegraphic.) P. r 
fegram asked for in your telegram of the 4th instant 


REPETTPION of Tehran tel 
iven below :— 
“No, 14, dated the 19th March, 


«Your telegram No, 9, dated the 6th Rebruary, 
Lhe heen informed by Minister of Foreign Affairs that Pasand Khan has been 


called to Tehran, and his contract, which has been cancelled, has been given to 
Nabhi Khan. Is this satisfhctory ?” 
SSS 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 1) 





is 












Major Kennion to Government of India. 


Seistan, March 29, 1908. 


(elegraphie.) Ps n 
1 sont to His Majesty’s Chargé @’Affaires, ‘Tehran :— 


FOLLOWING telegr: 


“ Ploase see your telegram No. 14. ’ 
“Tam informed by the Director ‘of Customs that he has received no orders about 


Pasand Khan, ‘The same is said by the Karguatr.” 
























(15987) No. 188. 
award Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 








Foreign Office, May 13, 1908. 
192 of the Sth instant, relative to the question 
rer nanahah customs revenues as security for foreign Toans to Persia, 
o angarait to you hgrowith copy’ of a despatch from THis Majesty’s Chars a Affaires at 
Fraaare showing how these siims eame to be assigned to the payment of the interest 
dela pans contracted by the Persian Government with the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
and reporting the actual situation of the matter. é 
PS ware from the telegraphic correspondence which has passed on the 
subject thnt His Majesty's Government would prefer that the arrangement at present 
Hoot vahould ceago, ant should bo succeeded by one under which the revenue of 
the Kermanshah customs should be used exclusively for the payment of the loans 
FE aks while the interest of those of the Imperial Bank should be mot 

ushire customs. 
‘Of opinion that it would be premature at, present to 
ith a view to obtain their sanction to this 
vytances it seems better to be content with the best 
ussian Financial Agent 

































n Affairs the 
le Hartwig 








equse 
vith regard to this questio 


* No. 162. 
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Government have any objection to an arrangement such as that proposed bj 
M. Ostrogradski, supposing it should he possible to conclude one satistantony to both 
parties, such arrangement fo remain in force pending the solution of this question by 
the transfer by the Persian Government of the lien held by the Imperial Bank of 
Persia from Kermanshah to Bushire, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 














(16672) No. 184. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 





(No. 82.) 

(felegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, May 14, 1908. 
TMAM KULT Coneession: Your telegram No. 125 of the Toth instant 

‘ a ‘am given to understand by M. Isvolsky that he will let mo have a reply 

shortly. 












(16036) No. 185, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 
eee ir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 


legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 14, 1908. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 91 to Mr, Marlin Avr anttony 6). ane 








You should communicate the purport of the above telegram to the Government 

the bth i forwanded i despatch No. 219) near Mees 
5 4 in your despatch No. send similar instructi 

their Representative at ‘Tohrai. i ae 
















(16036) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


(No. 97.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, May 14, 19 
grap 4 ce, May 14, 1908. 
WIL reference to your despatch No, 91 on the subject. of the subyention to the 
school at ‘Tehran 








¢ Russian Government that the decision as to what. steps 
should be taken with a view of reminding the Persian Government of the rights over 
the customs revenues held by the British and Russian Governments should be left to 
yourself and your Russian colleague 

‘Our adhesion has been given to this proposal, and you are authorized to make tho 
necessary arrangements with M. de Hartwig. 



























(15988) No. 187. 
Sir Bdveard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 98.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Ma 9 
agraphic) Pe reign Office, May 14, 1908. 





With reference to your despatch No, 91 of the 28n1 ultimo, 

Inform the Government to which you are accredited that, us we have received no 
reply (0 the note imposing conditions as to suspension of sinking fund, and as the 
interest and sinking find have not been paid, no discussion of the said conditions can 
be admitted. 

You may choose the moment which you consider most suitable for making this 
communication. 


















[1580] 
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(15376) No, 188. 


Foreign Offce:to India Office. 


Bix, Foreign Office, May 14, 1908. 
T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of vour 
lettor of the 17th Murch relative to the reappointment of a Military Attaché to His 
It is stated in this letter that Viscount 








Tam to state in reply that a misappreliension appears to exist as to Sir B. G 
views on this subject, In his opinion tle description given of this appointment in 
Sir E, Gorst’s lotter of the Lith February, 1905, as “one of purely Indian interest” is 
eyen moro applicable to it at this moment than it was at the time when those words 
wore written, 

‘he conclusion of the recently signed Anglo-Russian Convention has modified 
the situation in Central Asia from the point of view of Imperial interests by removing, 
in-a great measure, the urgent need for the collection of information as ta the move- 
jan troops in that regi 
considers that His Majesty’s Consul-Genera) and Vieo-Consul at 
, both of whom are officers of His Majesty’s: Indi siiould he able to 
collect witout difficulty such information of cis nature as is still necessary, more 
especially in view of the fuct that they will, presumably, still remain in. possession of 
those means of obtaining it which have been devised and are now controlled by the 
Military Attaché, 



































rey would not feel himself justitied in 
applying ty the ‘Ireasury, on grounds of Imperial necessity, for sanction to the charge 

sh funds of a mioiety of the cost of maintaining a Military Attaché to His 
’s Consulate-General at Meshed. 









T hay 
(Signed) 


ke, 
W. LANGLEY. 








(16735) No, 189. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 15.) 
Sir, 





India Office, May 14, 1918. 
IN reply to your letter dated the Sth instant as to the application which it is 
expected will shortly he made to the Persian Government on behalf of Messrs, 
Haji Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited), of Manchester, for a Concession to extract red 
oxide on the Island of T am directed by Viscount Morley to inclose copy of a 
telegram which, in accordance with Sir E. Grey’s request, has been sent to the 
Government of India on the question whether, in view of the present state of the 
controversy as to the status of the island, any protest should he made to the Persian 
Government against the grant of such a Concession. 

Tt seems clear to Lord Morley that, no protest should be made unless His Majesty's 
Government are propared to take the necessary steps to prevent practical effect being 
given to any Concession granted by the Persian Government. 

As regards the question of obtaining from the firm concerned a guarantee that the 
ncession will be controlled by them as a British Company in British interests, and 
will not be transferred to nor shared in by any foreigner, it seems to Lord Morley that 
it would be advisable to approach Messrs, Haji Ali Akbar and Sons on the subject 
without delay, if this can be done, as presumably it can, without prejudicing the 
ower of His Majesty's Government to protest effectually hereafter against the grant 
of a Concession by the Persian Government. Otherwise it seems necessary to defer 

e 
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any communication with the firm till it has been decided whether or not such a 
protest should be made, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





Tnclosure in No, 189. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 















(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, May 13, 1908, 

PLEASE refer to letter dated the 80th ultimo to the Foreign Office, forwarded 
with letter of the Ist instant from Political Socretary, India Office, regarding a 
probable application for Oxide Concession in Sirri, I Should be glad to have your 
views hy telograph on the question which has heen raised whether, in view of the 
present state of the controversy as to sovereignty over the island, assertion by Persian 
Government of any pretension to grant a Concession should be allowed to pass without 
a protest by His Majesty's Government. 

































[15989] Ne 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


190. 






















Sir, Koreign Office, May 15, 1 
WITH reference to your letter of the 21st March Inst, respecti 
the Khan of Bander Rig’in connection wi 
directed by Secretary Sir 12. Grey to inclo 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran on the subject 

In view of the facts mentioned by 
subject to the conenrren 
the matter 





28, 
1g the services of 
h tho capture of the Dayir pirates, Iam 

py of a despatch from His Majesty's 




















r. Marling, Sir B, Grey would propose, 
‘sconnt Morley, to take no further netion in 












Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLU, 
















(16926) No. 191. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 117.) 
0. 122.) 
‘legraphic.) _P. 


RESIGNATION of Mi 
‘The Ministers have again resigned, and the Shah has sent, through the President 
of the Assembly, a eninge to Nasr-ul-Mulk, in which he invites him to come 
back, but I think it improbable that he will do so. 


Gulahek, May 17, 1908, 
































(16927) No. 192. 
















Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 17.) 

(No. 123,) z a Exe 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May V7, 1908. 
JERMAN loan. Your telegram No, 97 of the 14th instant, 

util the German bank is opened here I do not think that Persian Government 
a loan from Germany secured on customs, 

. _Tunderstand that, Ehtesham-es-Sultanch is still in Berlin, and, as @ precaution, 

inquiries might be made whether he is negotiating anything there, a‘ 
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(17096) No. 193. 
India Office to Foreian Office —(Received May 18.) 


‘NHIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
soretary State for Foreign Affairs, and, byldirection of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Vicoroy, dated the 13th instant, relative to a probable application to the Persian 
Government for an Oxide Concession in Siri Island. 


India Office, May 16, 1908. 


eee 


Inclosure in No. 193. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


Welegraphic.) P. India Offce, May 13, 1908, 
(Melo e cofor to letor dated the 90th ultimo to the Foreign Ofice, forwarded 
with lettor of the 1st instant, from Political Secretary, India Office, regarding # 
rohablo application for Oxide Concession in. Siri Ae 
Fea arian to lave your views by telegraph on the question which has been 
mised, whether, in view of tho present state of the controversy as to sovereignty over 
the island, assertion by Persian Government of any pretension to grant a Concession 
should be'allowed to pass without a protest by Ilis Majesty’s Government. 





(16927) No. 191. 


Sir Edward! Grey to Sir F, Lascelles, 

(No. 35.) 
(Holographic) P. 

PERSIAN loans. ‘ = 

With roforonce to telegram No, 128 of yesterday's date from Tehran, 

TE would be undesirable for the German Government to lean that inquiries are 
being made by us, Have you any source from which you could obtain information 
without recourse to the Government? 


Foreign Office, May 18, 1908. 





{17203} No. 195, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received May 19.) 


Sir India Office, May 16, 1808. 
* wit ‘ 12th instant relating to the arrangement 
AIH reference to your letter dated the 12th instant relating ge 
with the Russian Government for the exchange of the ‘Tehran-Meshed and Khaf— 
Nraratnbad telegraph lines, Tam directed to inform you that Viscount Morley concurs 
pithe view that the best solution of the question, so far as the employés of the two 
vr vammonts are concerned, is to be found in the withdrawal of the siguallers of 
cither Power from the zone of the other. ‘ - : 
cine eo Forlag concurs in the terms of the denft telegram which. the Seeretary of 
Stato for Foreign Affairs proposes to address to THis Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at St 
Petersburgh on the subject. 


Tam, & 3 
(Signed) | A. GODLEY. 





145 


[17203] No, 196. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 133.) 
(felegraphic.) P. 

EXCHANGE of Persian telegraphs, 

With reference to the despatch from Sir A. Nicolson No. 198 of the 18th April. 

Although it was not mentioned specifically in Sir A. Nicolson’s Memorandum of 
the 28rd March last that Russian signallers would be allowed to use the line on the 
section Khaf-Nasratabad between specified hours, there was no intention on the part 
of His Majesty’s Government of endeavouring to deprive them of this privilege, to 

h they would inevitably be entitled in view of the Concession of i similar 
privilege to our signallers on the Tehran-Meshed line and on the Meshed-Khaf 
section, You should inform the Russian Government of the above in answer to their 
aile-mémoire of the 12th ultimo, and should also place the following considerations 
before them :— 

The whole question of the exchange has now been submitted to a further 
examination by Iis Majesty’s Government, who have formed the opinion that the 
best. solution, as far as the matter of signallers is concerned, would be that cach 
Power should enti thdraw its employés from the sphere of the other, in 
accordance with the original proposal contained in the Memorandum which was 
presented by Nicols » Isyolsky on the 15th April of last year, and that 
4» arrangement should be concluded by which an undertaking should be given by. 
cach Power to issue to its own employés within its sphere instructions to transmit. all 
niessages sent by Agents of the other Power or in the interests of its subjects with all 
proper regard to accuracy and dispatch, An exchange of notes might be adopted as 
the means of concluding such an arrangement, 

It is the opinion of His Majesty's Government that the above solution is more 
stvietly in conformity not only with the spirit of the Anglo-Russian Convention, the 
chief object of which is to remove all possible causes of friction which might arise 
detween’ Russia and Great Britain, a fact which reecived such clear and full expres- 
sion in the aide-mémoire of the Russian Government dated the 18th June of last yoax, 
hut also with that of the first two Articles of the Agreement of the'Blst August, 
1907. It was understood at the time that tho “same conditions” of which mention is 
made in the said two Articles were the conditions affecting relations with aud obliga. 
tions towards the Persian Government and the repair and upkeep of the lines, and 
this was indeed the view by which His Majesty's Government wore guided whon they 
agreed that Russian control should be continned over the Meshicd=Khaf section. 

Whilst making it clear that, His Majesty’s Government are only actuated by the 
wish to insure the success of the Convention by regulating their actions strictly i 
accord with its spirit, you should ask the Russian Government to accept. this 
proposal. 


Foreign Office, May 20, 1908. 





(15994) No, 197. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 20, 1908. 

1 AM directed hy Sccrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a despatch from ilis Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran respecting the wish of the 
Suit of Mohammerah an of the Bakhtiasi Khas for closer relations with Groat 
Britain,® 

Tam to suggest, for the consideration of Secretary Viscount Morley, that, in view 
of the fact that the Sheikh of Mohammerah, by reason of the geographical situation of 
his possessions and his considerable local influence, is in a position to hinder and eyen 
to prevent the prosecution of any foreign enterprise in the country watered by the 
Karun, it is very desirable to secure his absolute adherence to British interests in order 
to insure that his power may always be exercised in their favour by opposing any 
schemes which may be distasteful to His Majesty's Government. 

Sir B. Grey is therefore of opinion that the general assurances already given to 
the Sheikh should be repeated, and that he should be informed that they will be 


+ No. 168 
(1980) 2P 
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‘considered to hold good as regards his successor. It might further be pointed out to 
tho Sheikh that His Majesty's Government haye engaged to respect the independence 
and integrity of Persia, which involves maintenance of the stafus quo in that country 
and includes the continuance of the Sheikh’s present state of autonomy, External 
aggression would constitute an infringement of Persian integrity, which is recognized 
by the Anglo-Russian Convention. 

‘The Bakhtiari Khans, on the other hand, occupy a different position, anil their 
aims appear to he in the direction of independence. His Majesty's Government are 
not bound by any assurances with regard to them. ‘They have not shown themselves 
to be trustworthy in the past, and their recent behaviour towards British enterprises 
ich as those of the Oil Concessions Syndicate and of the Euphrates 
avigation and Persian ‘Transport Companies (Limited), has not heen 








satisfactory 

Sir E, Grey therefore considers that any engagement given to the Khans, beyond 
‘an assurance of friendly sympathy, would be likely to be utilized by them to create 
dificultios between His Majesty’s and the Persian Governments, 

‘Tam to state that Sir EB, Grey would be glad to receive in due course an expression 
of Lord Morley's views and of those of the Government of India on this question in 
its general aspect and also with rogard to the suggestions set forth above. 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLEY. 


























(16735) No. 198. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 20, 190. 


T AM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of the 14th instant relative to the application which it is expected will shortly 
ho made to the Persian Government on behalf of Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and Co. 
(Limited), of Manchester, for a Congestion to extract red oxide on the Island of Sirti, 

Tmto inform you in reply that Sir B, Grey concurs in the view of Secrotary: 
ant Morley, that no protest should be made against the pretension of the Persian 
Government to grant such a Cones unless His Majesty's Government are 
prepared to take the necessary. steps to prevent practical effect being given to it, 

Should it ho decided, after consideration of the views of the Government of India, 
to make such a protest, it will become necessary to warn the interested Company of 
the action contemplated, and it therefore appears to Sir E. Grey to be undesirable 
how to demand their assent to conditions regarding the exploitation of « Concession 
‘hich His Majesty's Government may subsequently fecl obliged to prevent them from 
obtaining at al 

Sir B. Gr 
addressing any. communi 






































goningly propose, if Lord Morley concurs, to abstain from 
tion whatever to the Company until the views of the 





Government of India have been received and considered, and a definite course of 
action decided upon. 


Lam, 


1» ke. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE. 




















(17443) No eH 





India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 21.) 
Sir, India Office, May 20, 1908. 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 15th instant, as to the proposal to express to 
the Persian Government His Majesty's Government's appreciation of the services of 
the Klan of Bandar Rig in connection with the capture of the Dayir pirates, T am 
direoted to say that Viscount Morley concurs in the view that, in the eireumstances 
roported by Mr, Marling, no further action is called for in the matter. 

Lam, &¢, 

(Signed) 





GODLEY. 










































uy 





[17512] No, 200. 


6, oy Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, May 21, 19 
any. 08, 
ALLIANCE between Sheikh of Mi SghonilRaaana aren, Mpa 
wo, AEMTANGE hetwoon Sheikh of Motammersh and Bakhtiari hans, “My espe 
According to a report from H 





Majesty's Consill a formal written alliance has 
Seon, concluded between the, Sheildi of Molamuera and the Bakbtiat! Khans 
Provided that their present privieyos are respeeted and that no increase, of taxation 
3s demanded, they engage under this Agroemeat to renaha loyal to Persia, but they 
wil combine to resist any. interference, Both parties made professions of (rondahip 

: is Legation, and informed the Consul yerbally that cases of dispute betweet 
the to partes would be referred to hin. ¢ ee 

iis Agreement, which appears to be quite spontaneous, should make for tr 

a i ‘ap io be qu smeous, should make for tran- 

quillity in these regions, but it is not likely to last long. o 


































(18229) No. 201, 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling 
(Xo. 82, Confidential.) Be NE: 
i eh Foreign Office, May 21, 19 
YOU will have observed that in the Memorandam ae Aral aE TDs Bi 
M.P., on British interests in Persia, which formed the second inclosue in my despatet 
No. 70, Confidential, of the Gth instant, it is stated that “there i already a 
Concession for certain roads, including Ispaban to Bushire, and for ‘trains Renird? 
allover Persia, A Persian holds this amd has power to dispose of one-third of it, to 




















In his telegram No. 154 of the 18th November, 1905 7 
gram No. 154 of November, 1905, Mr. Grant-Duil’ reported 
the contemplated formation of a Company composed of nine Persians CT 
er, With a capital of about 15,0001, for running & service of Renard motor 
trains Hotweon ebeay, Kum and Kermanaiah, and betmven Tetsu and Mesh, but 
10 further record of this or of any similar s to exist in the archives 
ay asthenia y to exist in the archives 
I have accordingly to request you to report any information wl 

accor equest you to mation 

able tojobtaln with regardito this question: i ad 




















ich you may be 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) B®, GREY, 











(217585) No. 202, 
eign Office. —(Received May 22.) 





Imperial Bank of Persia to Fi 





Sir, 26, Alchurch Lane, Lonion, Ma 

ea 26, Abchurch Lane, », May 21, 1908, 
WITH reference to our letter of the 18th ultimo, addressed 0 Mn, Mall 
the following is an extract from a letter received last mail from our chief of 
"ehiran :— 





‘ty 
in 








“There is no fixed proportion of the Kermanshahi receipts allotted to us ; wh 

3 0 ‘thi ‘what 
get is by the gooiwill of the Administration, and if Wor fonist on logal xii) Ne 
receipts would probably not be paid in tous, the more so that the Russians contest 
our right to the Kermanshah enstoms, which they state are hypothecated to them. 











Tuo Russian Bank has not yet been established at Kermanshal, 
__{ further heg to inclose for information a list of the Kermanshah customs recei 
pid to the bank between the 21st September, 107, and the 20th February, 2003. 
__ Lhave, &e. e 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, 
Manager. 
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Tnelosure in No. 202. 


Kenwansian Customs Receipts from the 21st September, 1907, to the 
20th February, 1908, 
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(17624, No, 208, 


Mr, O'Beirne lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 22. 





(No. 8 
(Polen 
INCIDENTS on Russo-Porsian frontier. Ml 
Following official announcement lias been 1 








p. Petersburgh, May 22, 1908, 
; despatch No, 210 of the 30th ultime 
dle here 








On the 2th instant a communication was addressed by Russian General to the 
Governor-General of Tubreoz, to effect that unless an indemti 
of Russian lives and property, Russian troops would eros the 
vould he exacted, if necessary, by execution of those concerned, 
illages. Persians were given until to reph 
is in communication with Russian Government on the subject. 

























(17753) No, 204, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 23.) 









ey cat ) P. St. Fetersburgh, May 23, 1908. 
RUTDENTS on Russo-Persian frontior. My immediately preceding telegram. 





wssiani demands for indemnity. A 
Bs IA request nnd by Pera Cl aires for delay of fifteen days was referred 


to Governor of Caucasus, who has given his consent. 





















[17827] No. 205. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 
(No. 103.) 
Sir, 
ON Saturday last, th 


‘Tehran, April 30, 1908. 
th, the Minister of Finance, who, so far as I can learn, 
iad made no previous. public announcement of his intention to do so, presented his 
Budget to the Assembly, and in the speech with which he introduced it stated, as 
regards his proposals for raising the import duties on tea and sugar, that he had 
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consulted the Representatives of the two interested Powers—Great Britain and Russia 
“and had every reason t> hope that the proposed modification of the Tariff would 
encounter no apposition from them, 

Like every one else, M. Bizot was of course aware that Sani-ed-Dowleh had for 
long been lucubrating some kind of financial scheme based on the elevation of the 
duties on these articles, but until 3 o'clock on Saturday afternoon, when the Minister of 
Finance informed him that he was on the way to the House to lay the Budget before it 
and gave him a short sketch of it, I think M. Bizot was as little prepared as I was to 
hear that a definite scheme had been elaborated, He has at all events never been 
consulted in any sort of way as to'the scheme asa whole, and has not even now been 
given a copy of it, 

. At this very unexpected display of independence on the part of the Minister of 
Finance the French Minister invited the Russian Minister and myself to hear from 
M. Bizot the impression he had formed of the situation after a month's work in 
Persia. 

We accordingly met at the French Legation on the 28th, and from M. Bizot’s 
conversation I gathered his general appreciation of the position to be somewhat as 
follows :— 

The Persian Government is practically at the end of its resources. The Department 
of Finance is daily besieged by crowds clamonring for payment of claims of every sort 
and kind; the greater part of these claims are for pensions which, more often than not, 
had never been earned, but obtained by bribery, and which, in many cases, had been 
abolished by the Assembly, ‘The latter fact, however, made no sort of difference, No one 
examined the validity of a claim, and merely to be rid of the importunate claimants the 
Minister of Finance was freely giving ont orders on the Customs, which had no funds to 
meet them, and was consequently in turn besieged by the hungry horde, ‘The general 
attitude seemed to be based on the belict that sooner or later « foreign loan would be 
negotiated, and the first thing to be done would be to satisfy all these pensioners from 
ts proceeds, ‘There had been genuine disappointment that when he, M, Bizot, arrived 
hie had not at once pulled millions trom his pocket, and when he told Versians that, in 
his opinion, Persia could not for some little time expect to raise anything but a very 
modest loan, they could not believe he was talking seriously, ay a smaller loan meant a 
smaller commission ! 

When hie first began to work he fo ly impossible to 
tion at all. Of late matters had slightly improved in this respect, but it was still 
exceedingly difficult to get any figures to work on, and the Persians generally, and in 
particular the Ministry of Finance, seemed bent on preventing him from getting into 
touch with the people who could assist him and to whom he could give useful advice, 
stich, for instance, as the members of the Finance Committee of tlie Medjliss, | Nasr-ul- 
Mulk had warned hin: in Paris that this would be the ease, that all his actions and 
words would be misrepresented, and that if he made any written proposal to the Minister 
of Finance he should at the same time send a copy to the Medjliss. Nasr-ul-Mulk's 
advice had Leen only too well founded. As to the Budget, Sani-ed-Dowleh had never 
asked his assistance in preparing it, though once or twice he had asked him for informa- 
tion which he probably required for that purpose, but until the Minister om Saturday 
afternoon liad told him of its general tenor he had no idea what proposals it contained. 
He thought that Sani-ed-Dowleh’s secrecy in the matter was rather the result of vanity 
anda wish to show that he could dispense with {uropean assistance and to gain credit 
for the unaided production of the first Persian Budget, Of this he, M. Bizot, had_no 
‘lesire to rob the Minister; on the contrary, he was particularly anxious that it should 
be generally known among foreigners, as well as by Persians, that he was in no way 
respousible for Sani-ed-Dowleh’s Budget. 

As regards the possibility of the Persian Government obtaining aloan from Germany, 
M, Bizot thought that any operation on a large scale was almost out of the question, 
‘The only way in which Germany could gain any voice in the financial affairs of Persia 























get any informae 





























was by the establishment of the German Bank and making advances on current account. 
This was quite feasible, and it was a danger very difficult fo guard against. 


‘he conclusion at which we arrived after a’long discussion was that it was necessary 
to prevent the evidentinclination that existed to ignore M. Bizot, and it was agreed that 
for this purpose the Russian and French Ministers and I should give the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to understand that it would be quite useless for the Persian Government 
to approach the Governments of Great Britain and Russia with any proposal for a 
modification of the Tariff without having first consulted the Financial Adviser. 

‘Accordingly at his usual reception on the 29th I spoke to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and 
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pointed out to him that, so far from having ever given Sani-ed-Dowleh or any other 
ersian Minister any encouragement to think that His Majesty’s Government were 
prepared to give their assent to any increase of the import duties, T had always been most 
careful to say that I had no knowledge at all of His Majesty's Government's views, but 
1 felt quite convinced that they would not even consent to take into consideration any 
proposul that had not been examined by and prepared with the assistance of the 
Financial Adviser, Sani-ed-Dowleh’s statement in Parliament that le had sounded 
the Representatives of the two Powers and had found them favourably disposed was 
therefore absolutely unwarrantable as far as [was concerned, and, to the best of my 
belief, the attitu eof the Russian Minister had all along been the same as my own, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh said that he was perfectly well aware of this, ard had often told 
Sani-ed-lowleh that it was no use laying proposals to modify 











fy the Customs Tariff before 
Parliament without first obtaining the assent of the Powers having Commercial ‘Treaties, 
ut the Minister of Finance was so convinced of his own financial genius, so greedy of 
populmity in the Medjliss, that he refused to listen to reason, and had brought in his 
Bintan. puts. of all ven ‘The best thing would be that should speak to him 
myself, Both the French Minister and M, de Hartwig spoke to Mushir-ed-Dowleb the 
same day on this subject. 

‘Mho following day I saw Sani-ed-Dowleh and taxed him with having held out hopes 
to the Medjliss which my language to him did not warrant, I had alvays spoken with the 
reateat resorye on the question of a modification of the Tariff, and yet he had led the 
Fredjliss to think that he had assured himself of the assent of His Majesty's Governmen 
whe His Majesty’s Government had never expressed any opinion at all on the questio 
Tcould only sity again what I had always given the Persian Government to understand, 
Vig that Tis Majesty's Government would not entertain any kind of proposal on which 
the Financial Adviser had not been consulted. His Bxcellency could not have been 
unaware of this, and yet he had Jaid definite proposals before the Chamber, and had done 
no more than inform the Financial Adviser of their general tenor. His Excellency said 
the financial embarrassment was so great that the Government could not wait until 
M, Bizot had had time to complete his study of the situation, and/he had been obliged 
10 take immediate action unless the country was to be ruined ; as to what he had said as 
to obtaining the assent of the two Powers, he was so convinced of their friendly attitude 
that hie had felt justified in expressing a confident hope that they would not withhold it. 
So hopeless, indeed, was the prospect, and so weory was he of the vain struggle of doing 
something to improve it, that he had that morning decided to resign his office, 

T said that the one thing which His Majesty's Government desired was to see 
Persia pencoful and prosperous, but if we were asked to make @ concession to the 
detriment of our commercial interests we were entitled to examine the proposals laid 
before us, and for this purpose His Majesty's Government would be content to take the 
opinion of the Persian Government's ovn Financial Adviser, His Uxcellency said 
that he would much prefer that His Majesty's Government should send out some one 
from London to examine the situation; if M. Bizot had to be consulted on every 
question he would virtually become Minister of Finance, which would be intolerable. 
Persia did not want a second M, Naus, Tscouted the idea of sending some one from 
London, His Excellency had just been talking of the urgent need of finding resources, 
‘uid yet he now wanted to see a second specialist from Europe who would have to begin 
again where M, Bigot had started a month ago, It M. Bizot had not learnt as much as 
could haye been wished of the finances of the country, the fault lay solely with the 
Persian Government, who obstinately declined to furnish him with the material to work 
‘on, In declining to avail themselves of the services of the Financial Adviser the Persian 
Governinent were acting like a sick man who, having called in a doctor, refused oven to 
ask advice, As for the fear that M. Bizot would ever aim at obtaining the position that 
M. Naus liad occupied, his Excelleney must be conscious that such a thing was quite 
out of the question. M. Bizot had no executive functions ; his olfice was purely advisory, 
and the Persian Government could accept or reject his counsel as they liked. 

His Excellency reverted again aud again to the idea of special experts being sent 
ut from London and St, Petersburgh to examine the situation, a suggestion which T ox 
Frequently put asides one which would never be entertaines Persia, I said, not only 
wished to obtain @ concession from us practically without return, but wanted to lay down 
utterly unreasonable conditions as to the manner in which we should grant the favour. 
T hoped his Excellency would reconsider his decision to resign, Constant changes in the 
Ministry would not help matters, and, from a merely personal point of view, to resign 
immediately. after introducing his Yudget would liave a most damaging cffect on the 
esteem and popularity he so deservedly enjoyed in the country. 
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Thaye tried to include in the foregoing report the essential points of a conversation 
of more than an hour and a-half, ‘The impression which it produced on my mind is that 
Saniced-Dawleh vill not easily be reconciled to the idea of acting with M. Bizot, Hie 
motives are probably mixed, In spite of repeated failures in other undertakings he 
has an extraordinary belief in his own powers, and puts aside every suggestion counter 
to his own ideas with a calm assurance of superior knowledge; and 1 think that. in 
this ease his independence of M. Bizot is, to a great extent, the outcome of this 
iuoyant self-confidence. On the other hand, there is little reason to doubt that with 
his pronounced Germanophil sympathies he is disposed to look on M. Bizot as a 
probable Anglo-Russian agent, and, knowing what the popular fecling is on this 
subject of the Anglo-Russian accord, he is reluctant to appear before the Assembly as 
tie Minister who has permitted that agent to obtain any control over Persian 
financial affairs, It is possible also that, recognizing that an increase of the customs 
is absolutely indispensable, and that this remedy can only be obtained with the 
assent of Great Britain and Russia, he is unwilling openly to ayow that, financially, 
Persia is dependent on the two Powers, and would like to represent them as being the 
only obstacles to reorganization and reform, 

Tt is unnecessary to give a detailed account of Sani-ed-Dowleh’s Budget. Its object 
ostensibly is to provide a larger revenue in order to enable the Persian Government to 
restore some degree of order, to construct roads, and to improve public education, For 
this purpose varions new internal taxes are proposed, notably a tax on real property in 
towns, which has hitherto been exempt from any form of taxation, and, what is of 
immediate interest to ourselves, an increase of the import duties on tea and sugar, 
‘here is no suggestion of a foreign loan, but it is obvious that if once a surtax on these 
commodities were established the resulting revenue would provide a convenient guarantee 
fur effecting an operation of that kind, 




















T have, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(17828) No, 206, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 





, Tehran, May 4, 1908. 

JUST before his departure on leave, His Majesty's Minister received a message 
from His Majesty the Shab, through Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab, requesting that the 
Legation would use its influence with the Imperial Bank of Persia to obtain a further 
period of grace for a certain native banker, Haji Bagher, for the repayment of an 
advance of 80,000 tomans effected with the bank on behalf of His Imperial Majesty. 
‘Two or three days later the Nawab called on me to explain the matter again, and, in 
reply, I said that, while T should be very glad to transmit His Majesty's request to the 
Dank, Tcould not ask Mr, Rabino to act otherwise than in the interests of the bank, 
Taccordingly mentioned the matter to Mr, Rabino, and informed him in writing that, 











while the Legation would be glad if he could see his way to obliging the Shah, the 

tuestion was of course one for his own judgment, It’ was eventually agreed on 
that the bank would grant Haji Bagher a further period of grace, but on condition 
that, by way of extra security, the Shah would give to the bank his note of hand for 





80,000'tomans. Mr, Rabino also informed me verbally that the transaction was a 
perfectly safe one, as Hajji Bagher's debt to the bank was secured in other ways, and 
that, as'a matter of fact, he only owed about 30,000 tomans, and even this could bo 
probably recovered without much difficulty, 

When, towards the end of November, the period of grace being over, Mr. Rabino 
Toguestol me fo press for the payment of the Shah's noto, T beloved that he only 
desired indirect pressure to be brought on Hajji Bagher, but I nevertheless, both in 
writing and verbally, requested Mushit-ed-Dowleh fo bring the matter to His Imperial 
Majesty's notice and obtain a settlement. From what I learnt subsequently from 
Mr A. 0. Wood, it appears, however, that, on the security of the Shah’s note of hand, 
Mr. Rabino had advanced a further sum of 80,000 fomans nominally to Hajji Bagher, 
but really, no doubt, to His Imperial Majesty; and since then I have constantly 
urged on the Minister for Foreign Affairs that his Excellency must obtain settlement, 








Mushired-Dowleh has promised repeatedly that {he Shah will redeem his signature 
‘ina few days,” and quite lately asked me to.agree that. the bank should surrender 
the Shah’s note of hand in exchange for an undertaking to pay within a fixed period, 


















‘As this was only. form of renewal, I asked Mr. Rabino what reply I should make, 
and, with his concurrence, I declined to entertain any such arrangement. 

hore is clearly every intention on the part of the Shab to evade payment as long 
as possible, and, as the prospect of applying sufficient pressure through the Persian 
Atieeters geems’to be remote, and I ean scarcely make « personal application to the 
Shah, I venture to request your instructions as to the steps I should take. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(17829) No. 207. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 


Tehran, May 4, 1908. 
‘DHE German Minister called on me 
the causes of the resignation of the Ministry. I s 
Ninm-os-Sultanch was so mistrusted by his colleagues that in 
they had resigned in a body, while the Prime Minister's own 
not conduct the Administration of the country satisfactorily 
find interference of the Shah, Count Quadt said he had 
Pinan resigned in consequence of the conversation L had had with tim last 
‘Phursday Bh Thad given his Excellency to understand that the Financial 
a aeeeys acho. real Minister of inaneo, acting in the interests of ngland and 
AER” stad ho, Count Quade, would like to know what the fnets were, I replied that 
say alcDowloh had toll me himself that his decision to resign tad been taken 
Foe eay iim one part of the story which had reached him was disposed. of. 
SPAY with Saniccd-Dowleh to tell him that in introducing his 
Hit to say that ho had practically assured himself of the readiness 
mnment to assent toa modifi Customs Tariff, when 
ais a matter ly have said anyt 
tnaware of His Majest $ sell, 
me on the subject in com railway projects, I had exp! 
opinion U scheme was utterly unpracticnl, L had tried to dissuade Sa 
Opin ON thom resigning, as his sticcessor would probably be less ewpable than hes, his 
Pots vanity had ted hin into a false position, and realizing it, too late he wanted, te 
xeape by tesignation, Tt was only to be expected that he would tty to finda plausible 
etait thal of the patriot seeking (0 save his country from forelgn contro} 
frat to hand, As for M. Bizot, iis position was perfectly cles new that 
aie of Great Britain, ard Russia, as the only Rowers possessing Commercial 
treaties with ariffs annoxed, must be obtained before any alteration in the customs 
duties gould be effected, and in any advice he might give to the Persian’ Government 
he would have to take the fact into consideration. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(1767) No. 208. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 25.) 
(No, 282.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, May 19, 1608. 


> WH veference to your tclegrain No. 127 of the 14th instant, I have the Ronee 
to-trmramit to you herewith copy of an aide-ménoire which T have received from the 
tere Goverument, to the elléet that instructions Ihave been sent to Mf. de Harty 
requesting him to c fy Mr. Marling as to the mode of procedure to be adopte 
redaiie Persian Government in reganl to the question of the subsidy for the 
German school at Tehran 


T have, Xe. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


— 
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Tnclosure in No. 208. 
Note communicated by M. Isvolsky to Mr. O' Beirne, May 3 (16), 1908. 


LE Ministére Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres s'emy i i 

. ! 3 presse de faire savoir & 
PAmbassade de la Grande-Bretagne, en réponse 2 Vaide-mémoiro en date da 
2 (15) Mai courant, que des instructions ont été envoyées au Ministre de Russio & 
Tehéran, Vinvitant & fixer, Caconed afeo Mr. Marling, le mode dagir que les Repré- 
sentants des deux Puissances auraient 4 adopter ‘ans I ion di i 
igen al ee ypter ans la question d’un subside pour 





(17768) No. 209, 


5) Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 
as St, Petersburgh, May 19, 1908, 

WIA reference to your despatch No. 131 of the 18th instant relative to the 
question of the use of the Kermanshah customs revenues as seeuity. for foreign 
loans to Persia, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith opy of & nofe verbale 
communicated to the Russian Government on the 26th April (9th May), and of 
“ (geo note of to-day’s date which T have addressed to MM Lovaley. oh te 
_ Thave, &o. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BRIRNE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 209. 
Note communicated by British Embassy to Russian Government, April 26 (May 9), 1908. 


réponse d Vaide-mémoire du Ministére Tmpérial des Affai ita rt 
aateyi 2 (15) Avril, VAmbassade d'Angleterre a BRRNGuCS aoe ih ie 
faye 1 que le Chargé d’Affaires de Sa Majesté ’ W'éhéran a 616 muni dinstructions 
de Sefforcer darriver & une solution par liquelle les reventis de Ia douane de Bouchie 
seraient affectés, au lieu de ceux de Kermanchah, & In garantie des emprunts conclus 
par la Banque Impériale de Perse. Néanmoins, Mr, Marling a été autoris¢, pour le 
cas ov) olation rencontrerait trop de difficultés, A se rallior 2 un ‘Arrangement 
dans le sens d'une proposition que—comme le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté croit le 
rats pent Bionnsen de Su en teres a mise en avant, selon laquelle les 
In e hah se 68 C1 (Ese 
de ua ee non ce Ja Banque Impériale te) eee, ea a: 
L’Ambassade doit ajouter que Mr, Marling n‘a pas encore: ri ri rf 
les démarches qu'il a pu faire cane len indiqué irae see 


Inclosure 2 in No, 209. 
Mr. O'Beirne to M, Isvolsky. 


M. le Ministre, St. Petersbi 
Ministre, : vurgh, May 6 (19), 1908. 
WITH reference to the aide-ménoire from this Embassy Hated the 24 April 
(@th Alay) 0 laeeithe oahur fo tafoes yous Excellency that I have now received 
information from His Majesty’s Gover ogardi 
Hellen saloon trpat He Masha Garena regarding the question of the 
Sir Edward Grey desires me to explain that some misunderstanding 
Weare eeien between at: de Her ig andjate: Mavling fromidiovllowingiesecl == 2 
Mr. Marling was unaware that the debts of the Persian G 
~ farling ian Government ti 
“Banque d'Eseompte of de Préts de Perse" were secured on, the Snare utoreatts 
the services of the regular Russian loans of 1900 and 1902. M. de Hartwig made no 
Aistinetion between the two forms of debs, but regarded them both as Government 
[1580] 2n 
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Joans, whereas Mr. Marling considered—and Mf. Ostrogradsky appears to have agreed 
with this view—that the former, which are in krans, should be regarded rather as 
advances on current account. 





His Majesty's Government would prefer that the Arrangement at present in 
force under which the .cermanshah revenues, though forming part of the security 
assigned to Ktussia, have for the past two years and more been alfected to the Imperial 
Bank of Persia should now cease, and tit it should be succeeded by one under which 
the revenues of the Kermanshah customs should be used exclusively for the payment 
of the loans of the Russian Bank, while the interest of those of the Imperial Bank 
should be inet out of the proceeds of the Bushire customs, Mr. Marling is, however, 
OEM OpINIDNeLAbe Ould tbo promalaesat prevent to approach the Persian Govern: 
ment with a view to obtaining their sanction to this readjustment, and in. these 
circumstances His Majesty's Government are disposed to consent to sueh an Arrange- 
ment as can be arrived at between the Imperial Bank and the Russian Financial 
Agent in Persia on the lines proposed by the latter. 

M, Ostrogrudsky has informed Mx, Marling that the additional amount required 
to make the advanees of the * Banque d'scompte ct de Préts” absolutely sure would 
not in all probability be large, and that he was quite ready to make some arrangement 
with the Imperial Bank of Persia for a division of the receipts from the Kermanshah 
‘customs, 

Lam directed to inquire whether 
fn Arrangement such as that propos 
possible to conclude one 












































he Russian Government have any objection to 
d by Mf Ostrogradsky, supposing i should. be 
tistuctory to both parties; such Arrangements remain 
In foreo ponding the solution of this question by the transfer by the Persian 
Government of the lien held by the Imperial Bank of Persia from Kermanshah to 
Bushiro, 














T avail, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(18016) No, 210. 


India Office to Foreign Office — 








Received May 25.) 


THE Unde 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Ath 
Horewith, for the information of the Secretary 
Viceroy, dated the 18th May, 1908, regarding Li 
‘Nhe rules referred to ini the tel 





of State for India preser 
and by dir 





s his compliments to the Under- 
ion of Viscount Morley, forwanls 
ate, copy of a telegram from 
ial dhows flying the German flag, 
ram are presumably those printed in Inclosure 
No, 2 of a letter from the Government of India in the Foreign Department dated 
the 5th January, 1905, of which n copy is inclosed,® 


India Office, May 23, 1908, 





















Inclosure in No. 210. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Welegraphic.) P. 
LINGAU dhows flying the German flag. Your telegram dated the 80th ultimo, 
‘The following telegram’ dated the 9th instant, received from Resident in Gulf, in 


May 18, 1908. 


whose recommendations we coneur :— 





No ground for supposing that non-British vessels are flying British flag is 
furnished by inguirios, but the rules do not appear always to be strictly adhered. to 
‘ts regards the nequisition and annual renewal of certificates, I am direoting 
Representatives to bring the rules on the subject to the notice of British subjects, and 
T would recommend postponement for a few weeks of furtlier steps in connection with 
German dows.” 











* Not printed. 
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(18120) eh 


India Office to Foreign Office—{Received Mey 26.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, and with reference to the letter 
from the Foreign Office of the 20th instant, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the 22nd May, regarding a concession to extract red oxide on the Uslaud of Sirti. 


Indin Office, May 26, 1908. 

















Inclosure in No, 211, 3 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
SIRRI Island. Your tel 
We would not recom 


May 22, 1908. 





egram dated the 13th i 
end entering any protest 


stant, 
ifainst, proposed concession being. 
granted, provided a guarantee in the terms suggested by the Resident. in the Gulf is 
given by the manager of the firm. We think, however, that it would be desirable, in 
Viow of possible eventualities in the future, that a formal reservation of the Jowasmi 
claim should be made, 





















(18156) No. 212. 
Sir F, Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 26.) 
(No. 15.) i 
(Telographic.) P. Berlin, May 26, 1908. 





GERMAN loan for Persia, Your telegram No. 2 
t von Schén said this afternoon, in speaking of Porsian affairs, that the ch 
ty for Persia consisted in an absolute want of money snany hadl been mrged 
to establish a bank at Tehran, for which she held a Concessi i the object of 
remedying this waut, but there was no immediate prospect of the bank being 

ablished, as it was evident ian financier would advance iioney: 10 
‘unc it circumstances. I have had no opportunity of making direct 
inquiries on the subject of your telegram, 


















no Gi 








[18131] No, 213, 





Mr, G. Barclay to Sir Bidiward Grey.—(Recrived May 26,) 
(No. 117.) 
(Pelographi 






Constantinople, May 20, 1908, 
ud instant, received yesterday from 





gram, No. 31 of the 


“Th 
“The 


ve Tieard nothing of ‘Tahir Pasha's movements, ‘ ; "7 
virkish troops in the Tergavar district have heen considerably reinforced. 













(18154) No, 214, 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 26.) 





No. 118, 

ftehgeaphi .) Constantinople, May 26, 1908. 
FOLLOWING telegram, No. 32, dated the 25th May, received’ to-day from 

Mr. Wratislaw, Urumia:— 





“Ta any telegram No. 29 of the 2nd instant I reported the submission of a number 
of Sunni villages south of Urumia to the Turks. ‘The village of Sheitanabad, in the 
contre of this district, had still remained in the hands of the Persians, being held by. 
a garrison of 4100 men. This place was surrounded three days ago by a large force of 
Kurds estimated at 4,000, and after some fighting the Persians surrendered yesterday, 
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There were some Mergaver Kurds, I believe, in the attacking force, but the majority 
were from Ushnu, where there is a Turkish Kaimakam, and were commanded by 
Mustaffa Khan, the Chief of the Zguar tribe of Ushnu. 

“T cannot help thinking that Tahir is deliberately delaying his arrival in order to 
allow time for a general forward movement by the Turks, or Kurds under their orders, 
which T am afraid is to be expected.” 





18257] 


( Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 27.) 

No, 125.) 

(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 27, 1908. 
INCIDENT on Russo-Persinn frontier : telegram No, 84 from St. Petersburgh. 
Russian Coverument gave a fortnight’s respite at personal request of the Shah. 

This period of time, the Persian Government assert, is insufficient for them to carry 

out steps for the arrest of the murderers and the return of the stolen rifles and. property 

which are among the eight conditions imposed by Russi 

‘The Ministor for Voreia Affairs asked me for advice, and L told him that, in my 
opinion, the Russian demands should he agreed to in principle, and that Persia should 
do hor best to full her promises within the fixed time, T said that she could trust to 
enorosity of Russian Government if this proyed impossible. 





(17767) No. 216. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


Foreign Office, May 27, 1908. 





(18257) No. 217, 
Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 104.) 
(elegeap! Foreign Office, May 28, 1908. 
UAt i uinge held by you to Minister for Bore irs on subject of 
the Rus jan Irontice ns reported in your telegram No, 125 of yesterday's date. 


(17828) No. 218. 


Sir Bdivard Grey to Mr. Marting. 





Ne 
Re Foreign Office, May 28, 1908, 

L HAVE vecvived your despatch No. 10% of the 4th instant, relative to the 
advanees mde by the Einperial Bank of Persia to the native banker Hajjt Bagher on 
Deal? of the Shab. 

T approve the netion taken by you up to the present as reported in your despateh, 
and Teoncur in your view that it’ would be undesirable for you to make a personal 
tion to Tis Imperial Majesty with a view to obtain payment of the debt, 

‘Mie only course open to you in the cireumstances would therefore appear to 
be to continue to. press the Persian Goverament for payment through the usual 
diplomatic channel. 

‘Mho ease tis heen explained verbally to the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the bank, who fully realizes the significance of the part played by the bank's 
Manag ef at Tehran, and who has made no request for any further action by 

's Legation, 
Tam, & 
(Signed) 


{18389} No, 216% 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 28.) 


P, St. Petersburgh, May 28, 1908. 
SO-PERSIAN frontier, 
Referring to telegram No, 125 of the 27th instant from ‘Tehran, 
fsvolsky that, in his opinion, Persian authorities 
atisfaction which Russia required from the offending 
1 which ease he intimated that punitive measures would haye to be taken 
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[18016] No, 219. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1908. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 23rd instant, relative to the use of the German flag by native dhows 
at Linga. 
1am to inform you, in reply, that, in view of the reasons given by His Majesty’s 5 
Consul-General at Bushire in his telegram of the 9th May addressed to the Government i 
of India, Sir B. Grey concurs in the opinion that further steps with regard to this 
matter should be postponed for a few weeks. i 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY. i 





[18570] No. 220. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.) 


(No, 126.) ; 

(Delegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 29, 1908. | 
HAVE received following telegram from His Majesty's Consul-General at 

Bushire :— 





ave received from Lieutenant Wilson, oil has been 
above ground level intermittently.” 





‘ording to telegram I 
1,200 feet. The oil ri 





















[18574] No, 221. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.) 

(No, 127.), 

(Telegraphiv.) P. Tehran, May 29, 1908, 
PERSIAN Customs launche: 
Rollowing incidents have occurred recently in the Gulf :— 

His Majesty’s ship “Laurence” discovered on the 15th April a Persian Customs: 
launch from Bunder Abbas issuing from an inlet on the Muscat Coast near Musandim, 
The excuse given was that a dhow had left Bunder Abbas without a clearance, and | 
that she had followed it. 

Since then the Customs launch from Lingah visited British Bassidu by night. In 
spite of protest, the Customs Mudir, the skipper, and part of the crew landed and 
created a disturbance. The British coal agent was insulted and threatened, and the 
inhabitants maltreated. 

At the beginning of May an inoffensive dhow was seized on the Muscat Coast near 
Ras Lima, and towed to Bunder Abbas by the Charbar launch. 

His Majesty’s Consul succeeded in obtainii ction locally in two latter 
cases, but the local Belgian Customs Director admits that his control over Persian 
skippers is not effective. 

Thad already spoken to the Administ 




































tor of Customs in ‘Tehran in consequence ‘ 
of the first case, and he gave instructions in the sense desired; but it seems that his yy 
authority is ineffective, as the two other cases have occurred since then. 

Tn or to put an end to these objectionable practices, by which maritime peace 
is endangered, and to relieve us of responsibility in the event of retaliation being 
resorted to by the Arabs in cases such as the first and third, which has been threatened, 
His Majesty’s Consul-General urges that a formal protest should be made to the 
Persian Government. i 

Might I be authorized to present a protest in writing with regard to the Bassidu 
incident on the ground of that place being British, and to address a further note in 
regard to the first and third incidents, requesting that launches should confine their ‘iy 

15807 28 Hi 
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activity to Persian waters, and strongly warning the Persian Government against 
action being taken in Muscat waters by these vessels ? 

Please inform me what the legal status of Customs preventive vessels is outside 
the territorial waters of the country to which they belong. 


[18730] No. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 30.) 
(No, 128. 
(Delographic.)  P. Tehran, May 30, 1908, 

INCIDENTS on Russo-Persian frontier. ‘Telegram from Mr. O'Beirne, No. 87. 

It appears from all the Persian official accounts of the incident that the Russian 
soldiors committed most serious excesses to avenge the death of the Russian officer at 
Belaswar, who, moreover, was admittedly in the wrong in crossing the frontier. ‘This 
is confirmed by the meagre independent testimony I have received. ‘That Russia 
should demand compensation for injuries whi ignificant as compared with the 
murders and damage committed on Persians by her own troops has consecuently 
aroused great indignation here. 

Though the Persian Government are making an effort to give the reparation 
Foquired within the stipulated time, it is, in my opinion, quite beyond their power to 
do so; they may not, however, venture to agree formally to the Russian demands, in 
view of tho great public excitement. ‘The appointment of a Mixed Commission. of 
Inquiry is being pressed for, but the Russian Minister has, so far, refused to accept 
this proposal, ‘Tho effect.here will bo lamentable if the Russian Government porsist 
in exacting punishment of the tribe themselves, 


(Confidential) 
‘The Russian Minister here recognizes, 1 think, that enforcement of the ultimatum 


is searcely justifiable, and cortainly inexpedient, in view of the fact. that Persia, hae 
legitimate grounds for complaint against the behaviour of the Cossac] 


(19160) 





Indin Office to Foreign Officr.—(Received June 3.) 


Sir, _ India Office, lune 2, 1908, 
1AM di y the Secretary of State for India to invite’ the uttention of the 
‘ Foreign Affairs to the lotter of the 19th February last from the 
Imp fo the continuance of the experimental arratigement, which 
expires this year, for the establishment by the bank of a branch in Seistan, and to the 
telegraphic Correspondence with the Goverment of India on the subject. "The Bank, 


it will ho ob nuke it a condition of maintaining the Seistan branch that the 
subsidy hitherto paid to them should be increased by a sum sufficient to cover the lose 
now annually borne by the bank, which may be estiinated at GO0L. per annum, 
Commercially, it seems clear that tho results of the experiment have not been such 
to justify its continuance; politically, Viscount Morley is not satisfied that the 
ulvantagos aceruing from it to British interests are commensurate with the expeuse 
involved, and he will be glad to learn whether Sir Edward Grey concurs in this view, 
; Tam, &. 
(Signed) GODLRY. 
ee 
Tnclosure 1 in No, 223, 
Consul Kennion to Government of India. 
(Lelegraphic.) 
HAVE the honour to submi 


4 copy of my despatch, 
‘Pehran, together wi 


——— 
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Tnclosnre 2 in No, 223, 


Mr, Marling to Consul Kennion, 


(Telegraphie.) Tehran, February 12, 1908. 
T TRANSMIT to you herewith, in original, a despatch from the Foreign Office 
regarding the working of the Nasratabad branch of the lmperial Bank of Persia 
Tshould be glad to receive from you a report stating the reasons for which, in 
your opinion, the branch in question has been work 85, in spite of the subsidy 
granted by the Indian Government, and in what, way it may be possible to remedy the 
present state of affairs. 


Tnelosnre 3 in No, 223, 


Consul Kennion to Mr, Marling, 
(Telegraphi Seistan, March 30, 1908 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated. the 
12th February last, regarding the working of the Nasratabad branch of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, with inclosur 

Tam directed to state what, in my opinion, are the reasons for which this branch 
has been working at a loss, and to suggest means by which it might. be possible to 
remedy this state of affairs, 

T would remark, in the first place, that the Memorandum of working 
inclosed with your despatch does not convey a just idea of the return on the eapital 
actually employed in banking transactions, Money was speut-on a site, buildings, and 
furniture altogether ont of proportion to the amount of business a bank could expec 
transact in Seistan. ‘The buildings included to good liouses, one of which is oceuy 
by the Manager and his the other by the Vice-Consul and Consulate. dector, 
besides an offico, servants’ quarters The area taken up is in exeess of what was 
necessary, and was, I understand, only acquired as iv might otherwise have been 
purchased by the Russians, ‘The excess paid for the land (5 krans por zax) 

i i n, for 2 Kraus per var, the rate at which the 
Consulate land was bought, is certainly not low. ‘Thus, of the capital of 10,0001, 
allotted to the branch, some 5,000, was initial expenditure, while « similar’ sunt 
represents the actual working capital in the Manager's control. ‘Tho cost of buildings 
and furniture is, it seems, written off at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, the charge 
heing added to the working expenses of the bank, Repairs to the same form another 
annual charge, 60 that in twenty years’ time the houses will stand as an asset to the 
hank, paid for entirely by the earnings of the local branch, ‘Though I understand that 
this is in accordance with commercial custom, it is to my mind questionable whether it 
is correct to show the charge as a working expense under the special circumstances of 
the case, Since the branch is maintained mainly at the expense of the Government of 
Thdia, it seems to me that either the bnildings should, at th» expiry of the twenty 
years, become their property, or that the building fund should be kept entirely separate 
from. tho profit and foos account of the lranch, 

Burdened as at present it is by the charges referred to, the local branch can hardly 
he expected to work otherwise than at a loss. 

‘As regarls the question why the gross earnings of the branch are not higher, 1 
would submit the following observations :— 

With a working of capital of 5,001, the branch earned + 

2). 

Your euling Septowber 0. : 1 ib 
fie 1905 : 20 4 

a Sto ON) fsa a2 

se ieee MIDIS : St aa10 


There has thus been a steady, if slow, increase, last year’s figures amounting to 
approximately 8 per cent. on the capital employed. 

‘The business of the bank is almost entirely confined to exchange, buying and 
selling drafts, and discounting bills. The rates charged by the bank for drafts are 
high, varying from 1 to 2} per cent., and if business were brisk money could be made 
xery rapidly. ‘There is, however, a very limited demand for this class of business in 
Scistan, and till within the last year a considerable portion of the working capital was, 
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T believe, lying idle. Another class of business, however, offered, of which more conld 
have been’ made, and, in my opinion, ought to have been made. I refer to loans to 
Persians of position. Duriuig the year under report and since the following loans made 
by the branch came to my knowledge 

Kr 

1, dune 1907 .. The Shoukat-ul-Molk —., 40,000 at 12 yer cont payable 
Sep. 1007 20.000 4, 12 

4000 18 3 

00% 19 % Simonths, 

‘000 interest ad period tnknown. 


‘hese were all recovered when due without difficulty; 4 aud 6 are not yet du 
‘The following are pplications for loans which were refused :— 
Krs 
1, Apa 1007. ‘The Shaukat-ul-Mulk ++ 150,000 for fi fo 12 months. 
2 une ‘ 50,000", 2 months, 


(Applied for after the loan of 40,000 krans had been repaid.) 


June 1907. The MalikeusTujjars« 
9 ‘The Mustaut 
Aue ‘The Naib of Ds 

fh, Nov ‘Tho Maliki aj 


7, Feb, 1908. ‘The Mustanfi, Birjand 


(The two latter were intended for purchasing trade goods in India.) 

‘he socurity offered in each case was, I believe, sullicient to satisfy the local 
Manager, but the sunction of the head office was refused, ‘The reason assigned for 
ilese refusal was the disturbed state of Persia, ‘heir caution may or may not be 
justifiod, Ttis at the same time notewor and Seistan haye heen among 
the quietest districts in Persia, What I cannot help thinking: may have had more to 
say to the bank’s attitude is that the local branch’s capital would. have } 
to furnish these loans without crippling themselves as regards the exchange business, 
ind that the heat office was unwi ital from branches doing the 

1 to transact business of a 
e considerably less remunerative 
urn not less 12 per cent. to 18 p 
well us the commission on the draft by which the money is remitted to 
Moshed as the for they are rarely required for 

Vthink it probable t Hranch could have increased its earnings if it had to 
some extent innitated the Russian Bank. in, setting up a commercial agency supple= 
inentary to their exchange business with India, In this connection L would request a 
roference to Sir Hemy McMahon's diary for the period ending the 24th November, 
1903, 

Another 5 of the branch being smaller than they need have 
been, is hit thongh at the outset the possibilities of Birjand were recognized: 
Mr, Nowell, in his letter of the 22nd July, 1904, to the Foreign Office, correctly referred 
to itas “a Jar more important plice tha bad as a trade distributing centre” 
the Bank, till the middle of 106-7, showed little energy in pushing their busin 
this plu’, Hud. they: done so, iy belief the profits of the Seistan branch would 
by now have heen considerably larger than they are, 

Tow come to suggestions for the future, In February 1907 an agency to the 

ancl in charge of Mr. Ho ‘This has proved very 

‘ised in q very satisfactory manner. Mr. MeMurray, 
the local Manager, is hopeful that, with the assistance of this agency, there vill be no 
loss on the working of the branch for the current ‘ely, however, the operations 
of the branch have, been eramped for want of capital. 

Many applications for drafts on India have been received at Birjand, but owing to 
the branch's want of funds in India, the rates quoted were too high and no business 
ensued, Want of funds in Meshed and Seistan have similarly resulted in applicati 
for dralts on theso phices being refused. It is obvious ler to 
a fair chance of paying its way, it should not he st funds. My suggestion is 
therefore that the capital of the Seistin branch should be increased to admit of an 
increase in the exchange business as well as to provide for loans. 

‘The successful results of the Birjand agency wader Mr, Howson, the greater part 
of whose time is taken up with other work, indicate that it would be advisable for the 
hank to have a properly qualified agent at th From a commercial point of 
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view, it would indeed have been better that Birjand should have been made the local 
head-quarters of the branch from the first, but this is now out of the question—owing 
to the amount of capital sunk in land and buildings in Seistan. For the present, the 
agent at Birjand should be a native of Persia on moderate pay. A house could be 
rented for him in the city, so no expenditure on land or buildings would bo necessary. 
The other means by which, in my opinion, the profits of the branch could be 
increased have already been indicated in the part of this letter dealing with causes of 
past failure, 

My recommendations may be summarised as under :-— 

1. The working capital of the branch should be increased, 
. Loans should not be refused if, in the opinion of the local Manager, tlie security 
offered is sufficient, 

3. The Manager should be authorized to carry on an agency business for the 
supply of British Indian goods on the Russian deposit, system, 

properly qualified agent should he appointed to Birjand. 

‘The political aspect of the question, with special reference to 2 and 3 above, bas 
been dealt with in my letters dated the 24th Augnst, 1907, and the 31st January, 1908, 
to the Government of India, } 


























{19140} 





India Office to Foreign Office.—( Received June 3.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

herewitl, for the information of the etary of State, and with reference to the 

letter from the Foreign Office of the 28th ultimo, copy of a telegram to the eroy, 

ft ie the 29th ultimo, respecting the use of the German flag on dhows in the P 
ral. 


Indin Office, June 2, 1908. 

















Tnclosure in No, 224, 





Viscount Morley to Government of India. 








(Toleg Tndin Office, May 20, 1908. 
DHOW ulf fying German lag. Your telegram dated the 18th instant 
Pendin, ipt of Major Cox's promised report on use of British flag by Gulf 








dhovws, 110 action will be taken hei 











(19215) No. 225, 
Mr. \sarling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 
12.) 
‘Telegraphic. P. Tehran, June 8, 1908, 
POLITICAL, situation, 





ind the formation of a new Cabinet is 


On the 30th ultimo the Ministers resigno 
question was the immediate eause of 


found to be very difficult, The Russian frox 
the Ministers’ resignation. 

‘The Enjumens are demanding that the objectionable members of the entourage of 
the Shab, including Chapchal, may be dismissed, and are trying to intimidate the 
Kajars to bring pressure fo bear ou His Majesty in order to force him to yield to their 
demands. There is a wild report that the Shah has authorized the Russian Govern- 
ment to send troops into Persia, and this is the only ground for the present agitation 
which may develop. 





















[1580] en 

















[19303] 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 


P. Tehran, June 3, 1908. 
school. Your telegram No. 103. 
rmed by Russian Minister that he has recently received instructions to 
with me with a view to taking jomt action on this 

M. de Hartwig adheres to the view reported in my despatch No. 91 of the 
25rd April last, that joint representations are impossible in view of the dissimilarity of 
out respective positions. He is of opinion that the language he hay used is si 
‘and that itis unnecessary and undesirable to warn the Persian Government in writing, 
ats this would expose hin to the obvious retort that all the customs receipts assigned to 
thy Rnssian Bank are actually eneashed by 

We hive not the right to encash receipts, and’ payments are constantly in arrear 
the case is consequently different. We can insist with propriety, therefore, that 
British clims on assigned customs shall rank before all later charges, aud that 
customs, except with our consent, shall in future not be pledged for fresh purposes. 

If I addressed to the Persian Government « note in the above sense, it would be of 
use in preventing the payment of the German school subvention, and it might also 
have the effect of deterring the Persian Government from pledging, as security for 
advances from the Cierman Bank, the surph nis receipts. 

1 view of the fact that feeling against Russia is running very high, T 
would doprecate joint action at the present moment, 





[19209] No, 227. 


Marling to Sir Edinurid Grey.—(Received Jun 
(No. 131.) 


fiSocnnie) Tehran, June %, 108, 
POLVTICAL situation. My telegram No. 120 0f to-lay's date. 
Last night Amis Bahadur Jang took bast at the Russian Legation, ‘The Shah has 
Been desorted by two or Uiree other leading courtiers, 





{19216)~ No, 228, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—( Received June 3.) 
(No, 192) 
(Volographic) PB. 
er TMEAVHION in Youd 
Phe poasants in the neighbourhood, as a protest against the imposition of a new 
tax, have been in bast at tho office of the Indo-European Telograph. Department for 
inore than fortnight, having forced their way into the garden and office. One or two 
hiave committed s ement is becoming dangerous. ‘The Imperial 
Bank of Persia is now being threatened unless the doors are closed by the Manager in 
aympathiy with their gr 
Thaye made urgent and incessant representations to the Persian Government, but 
so far they and the Assen fed to calm the agitation, but they are ‘now 
sending some officials to dist 


Tehran, June 3, 1908, 


(18570) 
Foreign Office to Mr. J. R, Preece, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 3, 1908. 

1 AM ditected by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received 
a telegram from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran reporting that the 
operators of your Syndicate have struck oil at 1,200 feet, which rises intermittently 
75 feet above the level of the ground, 
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Mr, Marling’s telegram is founded on a telegraphic report dated the 23rd ultimo 
from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE! 


(19258) No. 230. 


Initia Offce to Foreign Office-—(Received June 4.) 


Sin India Office, June 2, 1908. 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 20th ultimo, as to the application which it is 
expected will shortly be made to the Persian Government on belialf of Messrs, Hadji 
Ali Akbar and Co. (Limited), of Manchester, for a Concession to extract red oxitle on 
the Island of Sirri, Iam directed to inclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the 
Government of India on the subject, 

Viscount Morley agrees with the Government of India that no protest need he 
entered against the proposed Concession by the Persian Government, provided, as 
proposed in Major Cox's telegram of the 16th April last. and in your letter of the 21st 
April last, the narantee that the Concession will be controlled as a. British 
Company in Buitish interests, and will not be transferred to nor shared in by 
foreigners 

‘unt Morley also agrees with the Government of India that iv would te 
ie to make a formal reservation of Jowasmi rights over the island, if this can Ii 
done without involving a protest against the action of the Persian Government, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





Tnclosnre 1 in No, 230, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 


India Office, May 18, 1908, 
ASE. refer to letter dated the 30th ultimo to the Foreign Oflice, forwarded 
of the Ist instant, from Political Secrotary, India Office, regarding a probable 
application for Oxide Concession in Siri. J shoulll be glad to have: your views hy 
telegraph on the question which has been raised, whether, v of the present state 
of the controversy as to sovereignty over the island, assertion by Porsian Government 
wy pretension to grant a Concession should be allowed to pass without a protest by 
His Majesty's Government. i 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 230, 


Government of India to Viscount Morle 

(Velegraphic.) P. 

SIRRI Island. Your telegram dated the 13th instant. 

We would not recommend entering any protest against proposed Concessi 
granted, provided a guarantee in the terms suggested by tho Resident in tho Gulf is 
given by the manager of the firm, 1c, liowever, that it would be desirable, in 
view of possible eventualities in the future, that a formal reservation of the Jowasmi 
claim should be made, 


May 22, 1908. 


n being: 





(19347) No, 231, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 4, 
(No. 133) z a a 
(Telegraphic) P. 

SITUATION in Tehran, 

This morning the Shah left the Palace 
country place, outside the Kasvin Gate, 

‘The people are apprehensive, but the town remains « 


Tehran, June 4, 1908. 


nd went with a strong escort to 


























(19356) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 4.) 





graphic.) P. Tehran, June 4, 1908, 
POLITICAL 

M. de Hartwig 
Who was left, practi 
dismissal of Amir E 
tlic Knjumens, the A 







yesterday much alarmed for the safety of the Shah's person, 
y defenceless by yielding to the popular demands for the 
nl his guards. ‘The agitation was entirely the work of 
anding quite aloof from it, ‘The report mentioned in 
its redoubled the hatred and mistrust felt 











the Shah. 
joon, at the Russian sil, his Exeelleney and I 
called together on the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and later, on the Chief of the Kajar 
tribe, We pointed out to them that the Shah was unprotected against ignorant and 
tnicontrolled political societies, and the dangerous consequences that might be the 
resilt, ‘They both promised to\do their best to calm the exeitement, 

‘The fact that the Shah has left town has reassured M, de Hartwig. 
Iv is unquestionable that the agitation against the Shah has been fomented from 
i. by Zilees-Sulta si 
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Sir E. Grey proposes to send to Mr. Marling’s telegram of the 29th ultimo on the 
subject of certain incidents which have recently arisen in the Persian Gulf in connection 
with the irregular proceedings of launches of the Persian Customs Department. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) ' A. GODLEY. 





(19453) No. 286. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 5.) 


(No. 135.) 
ies hic.) P. Tehran, June 5, 1908, 

SIRRI Red Oxide Concession, My telegram No, 102 of the 16th April last. 

Tam informed by the representative in Tehran of the firm in question that he has 
applied for Concession to the Persian Government, The reply of the Persian Govern- 
ment was that the “ question of the island” was still being discussed. 

‘he representative states that he is ready to apply through the British authoritan 
to the Sheikh for the Concession. He fears other applications to the Persian Government, 
as the discovery of oxide is recent, 











{19303} No. 233. 
z Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
Koreign Office, June 4, 1908. 


Affairs on paragraphs Land 2 
ian customs. 





ister for Foreign 











(19399) No, 234. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received June 5.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, India Offic 
1 AM directed to acknowledge the rece uur Confident 
Gil ultimo, forwarding copy of correspondenc D. Rees, MAE 
ation to he taken, in accordance with the Anglo-Russian Cony 
Porsiny for the advancement of 1 rests in the ral zone.” 
The points raised in Mr. Recs’ Mo are covered by the ing 
Porsiati Sul-Connittee of the Committee of Imperial Defence, aud Viseount Morley hi 
fio special sm of them to make. He would, however, remark that he agrees in 
the siow that it world be undesirable at present for, Mess, Lynch to take steps for 
selling thoir Road Concessions in the “ Russian zone” to Russia, and that the scheme, 
silugested by Sir G, Mackenzie to Sir C. Hardinge, for co-operation letween the British 
and Russian banks, with a view to keop out financial intervention by a third Power, 
svoms to deserve consideration, if there is any prospect of a practicable arrangement on 
the subject. 


June 4, 1908. 











































Tam, &. 
(Signed) 4A. GODL 








|19398| No 





India Office to Foreign Ofjice—(Received June 5.) 


Sir, India Office, June 4, 1908. 
WITH! referonce to your letter of the 2ud instant, Tam directed by the Se 























‘of State for India to inform you that he concurs in the terms of the reply which 





(19571) No. 287, 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. (Received June 6,) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
. Tune 5, 1908, 
IT is well known to you that for many years past this Company has been vainly 
endeavouring to obtain a site for the construction of buildings at Shellilich,, near 
Shushter. Numerous despatches haye passed between ourselves and the Foreign Office 
on this subject, aud His Majesty’s Legation have consistently pressed our just claims 
upon the Persian Governmet 
Tn 1907 it was at last arranged between ont local agents and two Persian gentlemen 
named Haji Seyed Muhammod and Agha Sheikh Murieza that they should lease to us a 
portion of the ground at Shellilich which belonged to them, ‘Tho lessors produced 
a deed showing their title to the ground; this deed was regi by His. Majesty's 
Consul at Mohammerah, and an Agreement was signed on the 17th September, 1907, 
sed the gromnd to us, All the facts were submitted to our 
i, aud on the 10th February last His Majesty's Consul at Mohammerah 
Agents to the effect that the Legation considered the ownership of 
vised our proceeding with the buildings without 


Sir, 



























Legation in Teli 
wrote to our loc 
the ground as unquestionable, and 
















gents, but on the 14th ultimo our 
nor of Shushter, acting under instruetions from 
it, had compelled the builders to suspend the erection of the 


tifully followed by our local 
agents telegraphed to us that the 
an Govern 








Our object in this despatch is to request you to telegraph to His Majesty's Ohargé 
d’Affaires in Tehran, to whom our thanks are due for his persistent action in this 
matter, urging him to take what steps he properly can to secure that strict instructions 
shall be sent to the local Governor without delay to desist from obstructing the builders 
in their work, 











Thave, &. 
(Signed) HL, W. MACLEAN, Seoretary. 
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{19398) No. 238. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 

‘No. 107.) , p 
‘Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, June 6, 1908. 

PERSIAN Gulf. ¢ 

With reference to your telegram No. 127 of the 29th ultimo. a 

"The Persian Government should be informed in writing that their Customs 
‘yessels do not possess any right of action within the territorial waters of any foreign 
State, unless such State has given express authorization by Convention, and that no 
vessels can be interfered with by them on the high seas, with the exception of those 
which sail under the Persian flag. E 

‘These principles of international law must be strictly adhered to by the Persian 
Goverument, and if there is any recurrence of incidents such as those reported by you, 
stops will be taken by His Majesty’s Government with a view to putting a stop to them, 
in order to avoid the danger that Arab Chiefs might adopt measures of retaliation and 
to insure the preservation of the maritime peace of the Gulf. 

‘At the prosent moment it seems unnecessary to rai 
sovereignty over Bassidu specifically, as some satisfaction has been obtai 




















the question of British 
ied locally. 








{19604) No, 239. 


Mr. G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 7.) 


‘No. 136.) 
tte hia) ny Constantinople, June 7, 1908. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

1 have received the following two telegrams from 
ia 

dated the 27th ultimo, rece: 








Majesty's Consul-General 








id the 7th instant :— 









Colonel 
NN 5 
Baranduz distriet will follow the example of the whole district south of Baranduz, 
which has offered submission to the ‘Turks. es ome 
“Much excitement has been caused by recent events, and it might result in repri 
against the Sunnis.” 


No. 34, the 4th instant, received the 7th instant, reports the arrival of Tahir 
at Mawana, 








Is 














(19605) No, 239%. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 7.) 
(No, 94.) a : 
(Welegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 7, 1908 
M, ISVOLSKY states in an aide of which copy is being sent by post, 
that it would be preferable to decline Messrs. Stevens’ reques 
Imam Kuli’s Concession, as a rigorous application of the 
is an ossential condition of the attainment of the ends which both parties to the 
Convention desire, 






















(19606) 





No. 240. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 8.) 

(No, 136.) . 

(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, Tune 8, 1908. 
SITUATION. Aly telegram No, 134 of the 4th June. 

(On Saturday morning an apps iation between the SI 










5 









it recone! 3d the popular 








party took place, but the next anorning it was reported to His Majesty that a telegram 
had been sent to Zil-es-Sultan at Shiraz by the Enjumens asking him to come to 





‘Tehran and assume the Regency. 




















































167 


The same evening the Zil's eldest son, also Serdar Mansur, Ala-ed-Dowleh, and 
Azad-ul-Mulk, the head of the Kajar tribe, who took part in the agitation last. week, 
were arrested by the Shah. 

_Lfear that this action will red itation against the Shah, but the Russian 
Minister seems to think the eby improved, 

._ All the telegraph lines of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company are down, and 
this has certainly been done by the Shah's orders. 

ur Jang has left the Russian Legation, 








ble the 














Amir Baha 










[19674] 





No. 241. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9. 
(No. 108.) vs ee) 
Sir, Tehran, May 2, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, of your despatch No, 56 of the 
1th ultimo, in which you were s0 good as to transinit to me a copy of a letter from the 
Persian ‘Transport Company, dated the 18th March, in regard to the management. and 
upkeep of the Bakhtiari road, 

Tshould be grateful if the Company could he inforined, with reference to the final 
paragraph of chat letter, that the necessity for keeping the bridges in propor repair has 
never heen questioned by this Legatio 











__ Thavo, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 











(19675) 









Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived June 9). 

(No, 109.) i es iy 
Sir, Fa Tehran, May 7, 10S. 

LHAVE the ho nit herewith copy of a despatch from His: Majesty's 

jeneril at Bushire regarding the recent’ appointiient- of Mossrs, Wonckhais! 

ive at Bushire to be the Consular Repres of Norway in that town, In 

this connection Tn that last aut mit subject, M, Bonatiy was 

General for Pe 












appointed Norwegian Consul 


it 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLE 
















Inclosure in No, 242, 


Consui-General Cox to Mr. Marling, 





(No. 55. Confidential.) 
Sin, Bushire, April 12, 1908, 

THAVE the honour to inform you that early in the week somo little flutter was 
taused in the town by the sight of a strange flag flying over the offices of 
M, Krumpeter, local representative of Messrs, Wonckhans, "On examination, it proved 
to be the Norwegian emblem. 

Norway does not figure at all either as 
trade statistics of Bushire, so th 
colourable one, brought about 1 








A country of origin or destination in the 
the appointment ly nothing more tha 
in order to. strengthen the position and 

tative in Bushiro, 





















say Paul or 
‘eden or Japs 
of the latu 













T nay mention that Japanese curiosity shops in Bombay 
pedlars to Bushire to hawk goods, and that we have once or t 
called upon to give assistance to natives of that country, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Major, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, 








® quite recently heen 




































/19676) 


ward Grey. — (Received June 9.) 





‘Mr. Marling to sir E 
(No. 110.) 


Tehran, May 7, 1908. 
Sir, 
WITH reference to my 


pril, I have the honour to 
Government has sent to 
in Persia. 





dogpatch No. 81 of the 14th 
transmit to you herewith copy of the reply which the Persia 
Thy most cent aprsatatonsnepeting the praveton of Parse 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 












ee 





Inclosure in No, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Martiny. 


i May 2, 1908, 

(Pranslation.) 7 2 ; 42 1908; 

T HAVE. received your note respecting the Parsees in. E The Persian 
Governnient havo always pall special attention to the welfare of this community, which 
ie ancient subjects of Persia, and will continue to do so, as it has been seen in the ease 
of Feraidun's murders 

Tn view of the representation by you on the 
Interior has been requested to draw the attention of th 












abject, the Minister of the 
ernors to the fact. 



















{19679} Note 

Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 9) 

(Gs R) Gulatek, May 20, 1908. 

ae despatch 8 of the 2h Bebruary Tat 

ilo resistance, at length agreed to instruct the 

at it nk of Persia for the 

x, have since been 
should be executed. 








® AS Thad the honour to report in 
he Persian Go nt, after som 
Director of the Mint to eonclndo w contsuct with the Impe 
coinige of silver to tho value, of 500,000 tomans. ‘They, howe 
hiking diicultivs as to the price at which the operatio So 
PAT Fa va DAGH ent Con saClesHars eae made at 105, ie. for 
ovory, 100 tuiscals of silver delivered by: the bank the Mint strikes coin to the fi 
HE 105 krans, arate at which dhe bank was practically certain at any probable py 
of silver in Burope, or tate of ex suffer no loss, but 
handsome profit. On the prese However, the Government be 
uly, 98 tans’ for tho 100-amiscals, a price at which th 
Testlt-in a Joss to the bank, T stiecedsted_ within ting 
fer ribet to 100, at which rate, Mr. Rabino informed me, the hank was, in existing 
vonditions, prictic wainst loss, 
Haare Te coujudgtirer about: (HocGhil Oi Merdb, le Aliniter ot R ; 
sure from certain’ interested members of the Assembly, made ch in the 
conc of tho Mint of so wafortinate a Kind that the Director, Mosyin-st-Dovteh, 
ined to be responsible any: longer for the working of the establishment, and 
RESCH oat ous atria] alten ne cee Tar oar Baie cEDo 
iJorable quautity of silver lying at the Mint, Twas also obliged to inform 
ani Govermmeat that the Legation woul hold ‘them responsible for any. los 
ght result to th jank of Persia on the change. ‘This incident 




























































ee, under 



























i ia he contract, bnt, as soon as T 
uurally entailed the suspension of negotiations for the contract, but, 3 
ee {assurances from the Persian Government as to the safety of the bank’ 





ion to assist me. 
of col as it reervo was 2 lang 
at he was actually exporting si yppeared to be that the bank woul 
ie aE eeauanths ek Haat prof. utsthne there was no 
ate hurry and he was uot, therefore, inelined to push the matter himself ; but 
if the Legation could get the Persian Government to agree to any price about 100 he 
wuld bo plete to accipt it. At length, However, Abt Rabino recived instructions 
from his Board which he cousidered empowered him to make a contract for 250, 


silver, E resumed them. Mr, Rabino, however, showed little disposi 
‘Aceording to him the bank Iv 
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tomans firm at 100, and the remainder to be optional. I have consequently been doing 


my best to bring about an arrangement in that. sense, but T am encountering a good 
deal of ill-will from the Minister of Finance. 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 











(19680) No. 245. 







Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
(No. 114.) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 20, 1908, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 90 of the 28rd ultimo on the subject of 
the proposed attachment of the customs receipts by the Russian Banque @Escompte, 
I haye the honour to submit some figures which I have obtained from the Russian 
Financial Agent as to the total claims of Russia on the customs receipts affected to 
the service of the Russian loans and advane 































Kran. 
1, Service of the 1900 and 1902 loans, 1,870,204 1. 20.c., or taking. the 

mean for 1906 to 1907 and 1907 t0' 1908 ve. 9,250,000 
2 Service of Russian Bank's advances in currant nccoint, about 

43,000 tomans per mensern 5,160,000 
8, Pay of Cossack Brigade 2.2830,000 
4. Other claims... ‘4 91900,000 








Total s,s. ss 18,640,000 





As regards (1) I would observe that the “ coupon ” of 1,670,204 r, 20 e, includes 
ui due on capital account, and that the request: made by the Persian Govern: 
ime as that preferred to. His Majesty's Government, 
for the suspension of the sinking fund for three years, has not, therefore, in fact beon 
given effect to, Again, the amount of the Russian Bank's advameos in 
to the Persian Government is believed to be 20,000,000 krans, but the fi 
2) the sum required for the service of those advan 
to indicate a far larger sum. f ean only. suggest ay a pos planat 
perial Bank of Persia, the Russian Bank has made large advances to. 
vison the guarantee of the Government, M, Ostrosralsky. seemed 
disposed to he communicative as to what (4) the “other claims” represent, but 
le to examine all these matters shortly, and will furnish me 


the 
ment last August at the same 






























It is, ho 





probable that the total arrived at (18,610,000 krans) is not fur from 
inasmuch as the total receipts of the customs affected to Russia, inclusive 
of those of Kermanshah, amounted in 1906-7 to 1s, nuns, and last year to. 
2(,629,000 k ecan remain Dut & Russian elaims have 

sarviee of the Impe 
nd that last. year's re 

















ter of fact, the 
contracts, sueceed 
from the customs receipts which should rightly. be | 
y ‘Thus, fi 

aud of th 
similar pract 


diverting considerable sums 
id dirvet into the Russian 
instance, the salaries of the Persian Frontier Commissioner at Urumia 

of Tabreez are made a charge on the Tabreer customs, and 
ist at other places, 
In practice, therefore, the surplus available from the Kermanshah eustoms for 
the Imperial Baok of Persia is likely to be n 

I have spoken with M. Mornard, the Administrator of the Customs, in this 
matter, and he assured me that he is quite ready to make an arrangement to secure 
the service of the bank's advances on the reeeipts of one of the Gulf ports, 

The branch of the Russian Hank at Kermanshah not having yet been opened, 
Ar, Rabino has not thought it yet necessary to broach the matter ‘with the Persian 
Government, although I urged that course on him, and until he does so, T could 
hot properly take any action. 1 have therefore contented myself with acquaintin 


Mr, Hawkins, a member of the Board who has recently arrived in ‘Tehran armed with 
(1580) 2x 
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and he will no 





full powers to examine the position of the bank, with the situati 


doubt see that the necessary steps are taken, 
Thave, &e 









(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(19681) No. 246. 
Mr. Mariing (o Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
(No, 115.) 
Sir, 
Wilt to my despatch No. 95 of the 23rd ult 





report that few reliable details are obtainable here as to the recent incidents at 
Belyasevar, on the Russo-Persian frontier. The Russian Minister, howev 
ine that his first account to the effect that the death of the Russian officer took 
on Russian territory was incorrect, and that the incident really took place on. the 
Porsian aisle of the frontier, which the unfortunate officer bad crossed with some of bis 
mon in pu runaway horse, 
Mukhbaros-Sultaueh, the recently appointed 
to his post vin Tillis, and bias reported to his Government that, as a result of his repre 
sentations, the Viceroy of the Caneasus bad agreed to send an officer of high rank to 
meet « Persian ollicial in the neighbourhood of Belyasevar and make a joint inqu 
he whole case, M-de Thrtwig, however, informs me that this account is 
inaccurate, and that Count, Voronzoff-Dashkolf ad mer Mokhbar 
Sultanch that he was preparing a small force to drive the 1 tribesmen off the 
Tussin part of the steppe, aud, in particular, to expel the Shahsevons who had sottled 

































ernor of Tabreez, has proceeded 


















at Shahtakhteh, 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 














119682) No, 247, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Kdward Grey. (Received June 9).) 
(No. 116.) 
Bir, Gulahek, May 20, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 28th August Inst Messrs. Lynch's 
usual claim for reimbursement of the deficit on the running expenses of the steam- 
ship “Shushan” up to the Bist December, 1906, was presented to the Persian 
Government by this Legation. 

Ow the Jed October T received a reply from the 
‘on the subject, referring me to previous correspondence, 
Sth July, 1804, iu which the Persian Government declined x 
in the Working of the vessel 

In view of the instructions issued on the subject in Lord Kimberley’s despatel 
to this Legation, No, 104 of the 20th November, 1894, that “although it may not be 
desirable, in the interests of the Company, to. press their claim too strongly, it should 
hobo that account be lost sight of, hor Ahould. the Persian Gorernment be allowed! to 
helieve that their right to repudinte it is admitted by His Majesty's Government,” L 
thought it well to address @ note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs giving a brief 
outline of the case, and exposing the reasons tor which the Company's claim was 
supported by [is Majesty's Legation, copy of which I have the konour to inelose 
herewith, 

T have recently received a reply from Mushir-ed-Dowleh (copy inclosed), and in 
view of the uncompromising attitude which his Excellency has seen fit to adopt in the 
inatter, I thought it my duty to refer the matter to you, Sir, for instructions as to what 
further action I should take: 

Ina note, of whieh [ hav 












Minister for Foreign Af 
d_ especially to a note of the 
ponsibility for any delicit 







































the honour to inelose a copy, I have informed Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh that the question is being relerred to your Department, and srawn his 
celleney’s attention to two points in the statement made by Nizam-es-Sultaneh on the 
‘which do not appear to be home out by the facts of the case, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 












sui 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 247. 
Mr. Marling to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency Tehran, January 20, 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to remind your Excellency, with reference to your prede- 
cessor’s note of the 28rd October last, that on the 25th January, 1895, the British 
Minister, acting on the instructions of the Secretary of State, explained, verbally and in 
full, to his Highness Amin-es-Sultan, at that time Sadr Azam, the reasons for which His 
Majesty's Government found themselves unable to admit the right of the Porsian 
Government to repudiate their responsibilities in connection with the expenses of the 
steam-ship “Shushan.” 

Tt might, perhaps, be useful briefly to summarize the grounds on which the 
attitude of my Government was based, an attitude which they have since seen tio reason 
to modify. 

In reply to the contention of the Persian Government that they incurred no 
responsibility because no written guarantee was ever given to. pay those expenses, 
and that if the steamer were handed over to them they would be able to ru her without 
Joss, it was pointed out that were such a course to be adopted it would not alter the fact 
that then for five years (and now for se ‘years) the cost of running the steamer hint 
fallen upon the Company, who had worked the steamer belonging to the State to suit 
His Majesty’s convenience. 

His Majesty the Shah in the formal Av 































y wement of 1890 undertook that the 
steamer should work continually on the Upper Karun and in connection. with the 
Company's steamers plying from Mohammerah to Ahwaz, It is hardly eredible that if 
His Majesty, in calling upon a private English firm to carry out the duty which he 
ntrusted to them, should have expected them to do so at their own expense, It was, 
moreover, a well-known principle of common equity that the principal is tixble for the 
costs incurred by his agent in the conduct of his affairs, 

As conclusive proof that Mesers, Lynch Brothers were, and are, acting in the matter 
as the agents of His Majesty the Shab, L would draw your Bxcelleucy’s attention to. the 
following fa 
























‘That it ix evident, from a letter addressed to Messrs, Lyiich by his Bxeelleney 
Nizawi-es-Sultaneh, then Governor of Arabistan, in 1594, that the Persian Government 
claim such profits as may remain after the working expenses have been defrayed, 

Mat Nizam-es-Sultaneh, the Represen of the Persian Government, fixed 
the pay of the eaptain and engineer of the steamship “Shustian,"” and made arrange= 
ments with Messrs, Lynch and the merchants concerned as regards the rates of freight, 

















I feel confident that this review of the facts of the ease will suifive to convince 
'y of Messrs, Lynch's claim and that the Persian Governs 
inent, in its spirit of justice, will not permit that a British firm should suffer severe 
ary loses for having undertaken, at the request of the Persian Sovereign, and in 

ruted to the commercial 

















the interests of the Persian State, an enterprise which has cont 
prosperity of this country, 


T avail, Xe. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 












Inclosure 2 in No. 247. 





Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 
(Trauslation,) May 2, 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 20th January 
Jast respecting the income and expenditure of the steam:sbip *Shushan,” In reply, T 
have the honour to inform you that, as the conteuts of the note in question to a certain 
extent concerned his Excellency Nizam-es-Sultanch, the Grand Vizier, the matter was 
referred to his Excellency who has sent me the following reply :-— 











“| was for seyeral years Governor of Arabistan, and T used to go at least twice 
‘a year to Ahwaz, His Highness Ain-ed-Dowleh and his Excellency the Assef-el- 
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Dovlehi, have also been Governors of that province, and during that period the Persian 
Gnvernment have never interfered with the arrangements of the ‘Shushan;" that is to 
say. if 

















n yea 
have established an cq 
possession in connection wit 
& reference to the previous correspondence, the Le; 

overnment have at no time seen the accounts of th 





tion will see that the Persian 
come and expenditure of this 
ad heen handed over, no doubt the Persian Government would by 
‘ed about her income and expenditure and the account would have 
inserted in one of the account hooks, ‘This and other information is evidence as to 
injustice of this claim.” 











ship. 











Resides thie above slated facts, I have te honour to refer you to the note of the 
Koreign Office, dated the Sth July, 1894, in which it was officially announced that if 
Messrs, Lynch did not receive the ¢ and pay the ex 
be at once handed over to th 
inanage her themselves. This point was repeated in the note addressed in reply to the 
British Legation on the 2nd April, 1902. Since then, whenever the Legation reverted 
{0 this question, te Roreign Office referred your presecessors to the note of July 1804, 
‘und reminded them of the injustice of Messrs, Lynch's ¢ 
1 have no doubt that after a reference to the previous correspondence addressed by 
(Ne Foreign Olfice (to the Legation), you will, with your well-known sense of justice, 
five tlie necessary reply to Messrs, Lyneli 

























Tayail, & 
(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 






















Inclosure 8 in No. 247, 





Mr, Marling lo Mushir-et-Dowleh 
Your Excellency, Tehran, May 18, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of your Excelleney’s note of the 
nd instant in regard (o the deficit in the running expenses in the steam-ship * Shushan,"” 
‘ind, in view of the pronounced divergence of view which evidently exists on this su 
Ictiveen your Kxcelleney’s Department and this Legation, | have referred the whole 
matter t0 my Government for their instructions. 

J take Teave, however, in the meantime to eall your Bx Attention to two 
points in the statement of his Excellency Nizam-esSultanch included in your abore: 
inciitioned ote, whieh it is ditficult to reconcile with the faets of the ease as recorded in 
the Legation archives 


In the 





























itis stated that during the period when his Excellency N 
Sultanch, Dow! 

overnors of Arabistan, the Pei ernment never interfered with th 
iments of the“ Shushan’’; and yet there is w letter addressed. by Ni 
Messrs, Lyneh of the Lith Zitkade, 1811 (aan 
claim sueh profits as rom 





h_ were 
rrange- 
am-es-Sultanch to 
stating that the Persian Government 
alter Uke expenses of the ship have been defrayed. 

In the seeoud plac rs the statement that the Persian Government lave at 
Hottine seen the account of the income and expenditure of the ship, [beg to remind your 
Bscelleney. that Messrs, Lynch's claims, an examination of which would reveal the 
information mentioned, have been regularly presented to the Persian Foreign Office 
through His Majesty's Lexation 






























(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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[19683] No, 248. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
(No. 117.) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 20, 1908, 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 12 of the 27th January last, have the 
honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Vice. 
Consul at Ahwaz, forwarding a’ statement brought up to the 8rd March, 1908, of 
Messrs. Lynch's aecount with the Bakhtiari Khans on account of the Ahwaz—Tsfahan 
road. 

‘The account has been examined and found correct, and in accordance with tho 
ases adopted in the drawing up of the previous account forwarded in my above- 
mentioned despatch, and I have informed Captain Lorimer accordingly. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 







Tnclosure 1 in No. 248. 





Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. Marling. 
‘No. 127. Confidential.) 
ir, Alwoas, March 17, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a statement of the accounts 
between Messrs, Lynch Brothers and. the Bakhtiari Khans, relating to construction of 
the road and to the repair of the bridges, and showing the amount due under both 
heads from the Khans on the Sxl March, 1908, 
e statement of accounts was dated the uth Marc, 198, and was dispatched to 
them on the sume day, Thad previous to the 8rd March sent them notice of the new 
instalment, and of the interest on eapital which fell due from them on that date, 
Tshall be obliged if you will signify to me as early as possible whe 























Y the 





statements of account now forwarded are correct or otherwise, 
Thinve, &e, 
(Signed) D. L, LORIMER, 


















Tnelosure 2 in No. 248, 





Statement of Lynch-Bakhtiari Accounts on March 3, 1908, 







Roan Construction Account, 








Die froma the Khans. Grodits to the Khans, 


















Kr, 


Kr. 
2948 6-10 





rary 15, 1908— 
Pad thritigh Oil Syndicate —.]12,006+14 
Interest ou above from Mareh 3, 1907,! —1,767-41 | March 2, 1908— 















10 March &, 1908, at 8 jar cout, Tnterest on abosey seventeen days 38 
March 3, 1908— |) at 6 jer cent y 

Sth instalment due on date | March 8, 1908— 

Interest due oy, bahiice of eapit Balance due from Khons | 4104-24 





I kratioy at 6 por com, 





| Tol. 6500872 
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Barer Repair Account, 





Due from the Khang, Credits to the Khans. 











Kr, | | Be 
March 3, 1907— | | 
due ondate «| 1847636 Nil, 
905— | | 
ALB pr cent | Balance due from Khans ae] 19,584°94 
—| 





‘Tana 





‘Total .. or 








Noms, 


1 thin bridge necount doen nor 

4 ATT=O8 Kens, which 1 

Necount later, This ha be 
2, The above sa 

with tho requeat to 


changes for the repair of the bridges im 1907, 
co Pats If toewary it wil he added to this statement of 
hoted on the sermculne copy of the il ncn to the Ki 

its of aeeount were forwarded” wer date af the 10th March, 1908, tothe Kbans, 
iy woul arrange co ntl thew by payment 












(Signed) D. L. R, LORIMER, Captain, Invian Army, 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul for Arabistan, 
Ahwaz, March 16, 1908. 





(19684) No, 249, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received June 9.) 
(jo. 8) 
jin, Tehran, May 20, 1908. 


IN accordance with the authorization conveyed to me in your telegram No, 78 
of the 11th ultimo, I consulted the Russian Minister on the question of broaching to 
the Persian Government the proposed exchange of the respective control of the British 
and Russian Tolegraph Departments on the ‘Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad 
tolograph lines, and after some deliberation it was agreed that we should request 
Mr, Barker and General Heisler to inform the Persian ‘Telegraph Administration of 
the proposal 

After consultation between these gentlemen, the matter was accordingly broached 
to the Persian olegraph Administration by the latter verbally, and by Mr. Barker in a 
Jotter dated the 80th April, the draft of which Thad previously shown to M. de Hartwig. 
A day or {vo lator M. de Hartwig told me that he had hopes that the matter would 
xo through without difficulty, as when the Sartip (General Heisler) had mentioned 
it to his Porsian colleague no objections had been raised. I said that Mr. Barker, 
whose long experionce with the Persian Telegraph Administration should give his 
opinion considerable weight, hud also been sanguine of suecess, but for myself 1 was 
not so confident, as I feared the inveterate suspicion of the Persians of anything like 
joint action by the two Legations, and 1 doubted whether the Persian Telegraph 



































‘Administration would take the responsibility of acquieseing in. the exchange without 
the sanction of the Ministers, In any case, the role for us to assume was one of 





complete disinterestedness, leaving the whole matter to the two Telegraph Super- 
intendents, ‘fhe same afternoon Mr. Barker received a reply, dated the 2nd May, 
sutullah Mirza stating that the matter was one of too great importance for 

and that it should be treated by the two Legations with the Minister for 
Foreign Affair 
‘The Ministerial crisis which occurred at this moment made any further action 
impossible, but on the reconstruction of the Cabinet it was agreed upon between 
ML. de Hartwig and myself that we sould mention the matter verbally to Mushir-ed- 
Dowleli at an early opportunity. ‘The appearance of a somewhat violent article in the 
Medjliss newspaper on the 18th instant representing Great Britain and Russia as 
treating Persin with scant ceremony in arranging such a question without first 
consulting her, furnished me with a pretext for bringing up the question, and when 
I say Mashir-ed-Dowleh the following day T asked him why so much animosity should 
played against a perfectly innocent proposal, and one which certainly could not 
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possibly do Persia any harm. His Excellency said he had not seen the article, nor 
had he yet heard of the proposal that Russia and Great Britain should exchange the 
obligations they had assumed in respect of the telegraph lines, but the tone of it 
was of course the expression of the popular belief that the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
was only the first step towards the partition of the conntry. I said that I hoped his 
Excellency would do what he could to dispel these absurd notions, and represent the 
present suggestion in its true light. ‘The Indo-European Telegraph Department had 
for the past few years taken on itself the maintenance of the 'eliran—Meshed line at 
a cost considerably in excess of the Persian contribution, and now that they proposed 
to make a change whieh, while throwing no additional burden on the Persian Telegraph 
‘Administration, was one of considerable convenience to themselves, they were being 
accused of discourtesy, if not of far worse motives, What could it matter to the 
Persian Government whether the small staff required to keep the line in order was 
composed of English or Russians? I hioped his Excellency would sce that the matter 
‘was arranged between the Telegraph Administrations conecened, and save himself and 
me from a wearisome discussion over a matter which neither of us was so competent 
to deal with as the experts. 

Tlis Excellency, whose con 

















ation betr: 





di that in spite of his denial he had 
he would look into the matter and 


previous knowledge of Mr, Barker's letter, ss 
tell me his views when I next saw him, 








Lhiave, & 
(Signed) 





ARLES M. MARLING, 








(19685) No, 250. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
(No. 119.) 
Sir, Gulalek, May 21, 1908, 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary, of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks, 
I have, &e. 
d) | CHARLE: 





SM, MARLING 











Inclosure in No, 250. 





anmary of Heents in Persia, 


Teliran. 





ON the whole, the situation at Tehran during the last four weeks has been qui 
than usual, ‘There is undoubtedly a feeling of 
nd it is recognized by the more intelligent Persians that the machinery of Governnient? 
now practically dislocated. ‘The general public, however, still have’ an exaggerate 
faith in their“ Constit which has unfortunately already shown signs of, 
corruption. 


tH 
‘derablo depression among the publi 

































so-called “ Budget ” presented to the House by him in person 
we the duties on tea and sugar for the 
A reference to piragraph 6 of Montily 
\|-Dovslch’s original scheme was to devote the 
Mr. Marling’s langoage to the Finance \ 
in connection with bis. premature ent to the House as to the attitude of His 
Majesty’s Government towards his scheme, and tl stion that the Persian Goyern- 
nent should consult their Financial Adviser, M. Bizot, have given rise to much discussion 
in the Assembly, press, and among’ the general public. The Finance Minister 
even went so far as to give out that when the M igned on the Ynd May it was 
in consequence of the hostility of the British Legation towards his policy. ‘The question 
was discussed in the House the same day, and it was’stated that the Cabinet had 
resigned “in order to safeguard their policy.” As a matter of fact, they resigned 
ecause of internal dissensions, but the Finance Minister, by his tacties, succeeded in 
gaining a certain amount of public applause, 


on the 26th April, in whi 
purpose of re-establishing financial equi 
Summary No. 18 of 1907 will show that 

nereased tax to railway co 
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{n anticipation of the Shah’s birthday on the 15th May, a very conciliatory Reseript 
«addressed by His Majesty to the Assembly the previous day, which brought about 
the expected reaction of feeling in favour of the Shab. ‘The usual celebrations took 
place, in marked contrast to the hostile demonstrations of last year due to an openly 
reactionary policy. 

‘The Cabinet resigned on the 2nd May, and was reappointed on the 6th May, with 
the alterntion of Mustaufi-ul-Mamalck in place of Zafar-es-Sultanch as War Minister. 

, however, of the Premier's resignation again on the 16th May, a further 
nent 
Nizam-es-Sultanch, who had become exceedingly unpopular, fled to Kum on the 
17th May, He made ‘an attempt while still in office to obtain the governorship of 
Khorassan, 

On the 10th May the Shah addressed a very cordial personal telegram to the 
Nast-ul-Mulk, who is travelling in Europe, inviting him to return to Persia as Prime 
Minister, but’ it is considered doubtful whether his Excellency will avail himself of 
the offer. 

On the 26th April a weekly newspaper published at ‘Tehran, entitled the * 
published a violent personal attack on the Shah containing languaze of « most abusive 
character, A feeble attempt was made to prosecute the editor, but the matter was 
eventually dropped. ‘The following quotations are taken from tlie article in question :— 

































“The only ambition that our nominal Sovereign las in his head is to prepare in the 
Dost anil easiest way he can all the necessarivs that his lusts command, and to surround 
imgell. by a number of notorious advisers and companions ; to drink with them till late 
At niglits to end his nights in debauchery, aud to do in the morning. as his lusts dictate ; 
in tact, to net as he desires without responsibility and without fear. ‘The only obstacles 
o these pleasures of his, ns he thinks, are the existence of a Constitution and of 
National Assembly, which obstacles he fins made up his mid to. remove from his path, 
Stranger still is his’ iden that the removal of these obstacles could be realized by doing 
way with a few Deputies or a few Mollahs or a few great orators, or a few writers. 
Nay, what ignorance! Is it uot the bounden duty of every individual Persian to support 
‘and inaintain the Constitution? Do not lose your throne for nothing, No powerful 
Sovereign lias ever been beneited by fighting with his people.” 






































‘Nhe Exchange of Telegraphs has beog adversely eriticized in the Tehran press, as 
roported in w separate despatch, and much space has been devoted to the Finance 
‘Minister's ne and the supposed attitude of Great Britain towards 
it, ay recorded above, 

Seven prisoners eseaped a few days ago from the police cells, including two men 
plicated in the murder of the Parsee merchant Reridoon, Two of these pri 
were recaptured shortly afterwards by members of the Enjumens. ‘The Chief 
syas tried jn public and severely censured for his negligen 

‘Pwo persons who lind shown active hostility to the refo 
to long terms of imprisonment, after a form of trial had been gone through at the Courts 
OF Justice, One of them had been guilty. of sticking up posters declaring that most of 
the members of the Assembly were Babis, 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary. 























nm movement were condemned 








May 21, 1908. 











Astrabad. 








Mr, Rabino, His Majesty’s Vieo-Consul at Resht, arrived at Astrabad on tour on 
the 17th April. "During his stay he carefully investigated and settled a Targe number of 
claims and charges brought by Kurvamis against the British Agent there, His 
conclusion was that most of the charges and claims were only part of an intrigue to get 
the British Agent into trouble, Mr. Rabino returned to Resht on the 15th May. 


















Meshed. 


1, On the 17th April, Captain Battye, LMLS., handed over charge as Medical Officer 
to Captain Frauklin, IMLS. and left for Burope. 

2, ‘There his been oiueh friction between the Local Assembly and the municipality. 
‘Phere appears to be a gradual weakening of authority, but the town is quiet. 
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Tabreex. 


1, On the 15th May 200 Persian Cossacks arrived from Soujboulak. 
2. The new Governor-General, Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, who left Tehran some time 
ago for his post, vid Tiflis, should have reached Tabreez by now. 


Turbat-i-Hayderi. 


1, The feeling against the Local Assembly has proved too much for that body, All 
the members joined in a Petition to the Governor-General to appoint a Governor for the 
district. All classes unife in condemning the existing state of affairs and express 
themselves hopeless of obtaining any benefit from “constitutional” rule, 

2. A new Russian doctor arrived during April at Karez and relieved Dr, Shityaev 
of the Sanitary Cordon. ‘The latter left for Pul-i-Khatun, 

3. Two bands of robbers which had infested the ‘Tabbas district were dispersed 
during April. ° 








Ispahan. 


1. Mr. Grahame arrived from Shir on the 18th May and took over his duties on 
appointment as Consul-General at Ispahan, 

2. ‘The Ispahan Municipality endeavoured to raise money for various muni 
reforms by levying octroi duties, The merchants objected and the attempt, failed, 
‘The municipality is now ina moribund condition and there is talk of new elections to 
revive it, 





Yezd. 


1, Serdar Motazid, the ne' 
party of forty robbers who ne 

fe attacked the robbers, killi 
boot} 


Governor of Kerinan, met on the 7th April near Anar a 
wy off 1,200 sheep and much plundered property. 
eight of them aid compelled them to abandon their 
His own casualties were one man killed and one man wounded, 
. The Entezan-ul-Mulk arrived at Yeud from Nain on the 20th April on appoint- 
ment as Governor. 
8. On the 14th May some 2,000 villagers assembled outside the British telegraph 
office demanding permission to take ary as a protest against the collection of 
certain taxes, ‘Phe bazaars were closed, and tlle situation seemed serious. Mr, Black- 
man, Acting British Vice-Consul, conferred with the leaders of the crowd, whieh then 
went off to the mosques and shrines, The next day the erowd returned, and clamoured 
for British assistance to get them justice. Mr, Marling telegraphed that assurances 
would shortly be sent by the National Assembly, ‘This soothed the erowd, but a 
telegram from the Finance Minister was considered unsatisfactory. On the 18th May 
a deputation of tradesmen waited on Mr. Bluckmau asking for sanctuary, as owing to a 
further large influx of villagers they were fearful for the safety of their shops, 
Mr. Blackinan persuaded them to wait iwo days for a reply from the National Assembly, 
(On the 19th May a deputation from the leader of the agitation called, and stated that 
large numbers of villagers, many of them armed, continued to come in, and a very great 
sense of insecurity prevailed. ‘They feared that these men might break into lawlessness 
if a reply were long delayed, Some of the crovd came, and, in their disappointment at 
getting no reply and not being allowed into the office, threatened to tear down the flag 
and break up the office. ‘The deputation apologized for these threats, Mr, Marling 
called on the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom he represented the seriousness of the 
case, and reecived promises from him that the grievances of the people of Yezd would 
receive redress, 
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Seistan, 


1, ‘Two Hindoos suspected of adultery, haying been ill-treated by a mob in 
Nasretabad—when they narrowly escaped being killed —His Majesty's Consul demanded 
the punishment of the ringleaders of the mob. ‘The matter was settled by the 
deportation of three Seyeds and the logging of six other offeuders. 

2. The Karguzar wrote officially to His Majesty's Consul protesting against the 
planting and building at Kacha and Piran, which he alleged to be in Persian 


territory. The Consul replied that the question was not within his cognizance as 
jonsul, 
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5. The Bhaukat-ul-Mulk is in treaty for the porehase of the Seistan revenuegsrain, 
‘and has asked for a loan of 10,000 tomins in the event of his buying it. 

4, he Shaukat-ul-Mull was recently presented with the Shah's portrait, Mr. Howson 
Dr. Kosininsky were present at the ceremony. Mr. Howson reports that he was 
given precedence over the Russian doctor, and that the band played the British national 
anthem, 





Kerman. 


1, Serdar Motazil, the new Governor, arrived on the 24th April, He appeared to 
have definite instructions to guide , and brought with him a Chief Justice, to whom 
hie ordered! all cases to be relerred. He ordered the policing of the town by soldiers, of 
whom he intended to haye some 700 always in the town, ‘The Adil-es-Sultan having 
entered the town, his opponents, the Naib and Nazin), threatened to cause a riot, ‘They 
wont to the Governor, why referred the matter to the Chief Justice, and warned both 
parties to keep to constitutional methods, 

















2, ‘Phe Russian Consul at Kerman employs as wun: 
figure in local polit 
Bonsul, 





a Persian, who is a leading 
is complained of him to His Majesty's 








‘The new Governor 





Kermanshah, 


district round Kermanshah appears to be much disturbed owing to the 
on Hie move, Mr, and Mrs, Stead, of the American Mission, were recently 
robbed of all their belongings about 26 miles east of the town, 

Zuins-es-Sultanch, ex-Minister of War, has been appointed Governor, and is 
now on his way to Kermanshah, In the meantime the town appears to be in disorder, 
and His Majesty's Consul reports that. there are no authorities to whom he can make 
represent 




















Shiraz, 





1, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan arrived nt Shiraz enrly in May and has sent several (clegrams 
to His Majesty's Logation stating that he had already taken strong measures to preserve 
order, ‘There the town just before his Highness arrived arising 
out of the publi ‘am from the great priests of Nejef regarding the 
murder of Kavam-ul-Mulk, but sinee the Zil-es-Sultan's arrival matters have been 














2, Tree hundred of the Charmahal Regi 
escort, arrived on the 26th April. 
Phiee servants of Dr, Wollatt were robbed and stripped on the 26th April after 
dark near the town by three horsemen, ‘The latter have not yet been traced. 
4, A telegram, dated the 17th May, from the Assistant Superintendent, Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, Shiraz, reported that Arab tribesmen were com 
depredations hetween Sivend and Dehbid, and damaging the telegraph line, 





ent, forming part of the Zil-es-Sultan’s 











Pensray Gune, 


Bushire. 





_ 1, ‘The Local Assembly ealled upon the Director of Customs to present hims 
before it for examination in connection with the bastinading of the Arm 
Customs clerk (see last summary), ‘The Director is said to have refused, as he dec 
fo acknowledze the Assembly as an authorized institution, The Assembly is much 
enraged at his attitude, 

2. Reports having reached Bushire that the Khans of Borazjun, Shabancara, &e., 
had combined to free caravans to use the Ahmedi+Mashila route, the local Assembly 
auldrossed the Khans protesting against their action, and saying that caravans were free 
to use either route, ‘The Khans were said 10 have accepted the Assembly's contention 
and both routes (Almedi-Mashila and Shif) were being used. Much intrigue, however, 
was on foot, and muleteers, who preferred the Shit route as shorter and hecause 
supervision over goods by consignees is impossible, had been put up to petition against 
the Abmedi route, 


























3, Mr. Krumpeter, the local representative of Messrs, Wi 
in April notified his appointment as Viee-Consul for Norway. 
4, The Deputy Governor recently detained eleven passengers suspected of smuggling 





ckhaus and Co., early 
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arms. Certain quarantine employees were suspected of being in collusion with the 
smugglers, and the Customs proposed to post a guard at the quarantine station to 
prevent smuggling. 

5, The Passport Officer received instructions about the 1th April from Tehran not 
to issue passports to pilgrims wishing to proceed to Kerbela, 





Bunder Abbas, 


1. The National Assembly has informed the people of Bunder Abbas that their 
request to be allowed to have a Local Assembly instead of sending representatives. to 
the Bushire Assembly eannot be granted, 

=, Hajji Mirza Abdul Mohammed, editor of the Cairo“ Chehra Nema,” left. for 
Bombay on the 25th March. 

3, The Customs launch “Tehrani” recently conveyed the Director of Customs, 
the agent of the Muin-et-Tujjar, and the (Persian) agent of the Hamburg-America 
Line to Dulab, where they visited the sulphur quarries worked by the Muin-et-Tujjar, 
His Majesty’s Consul states that the visit would not itself be significant were it not for 
the fact that the parties concerned have studiously tried to conceal it. 














Ahwaz, 


‘The general alarm at the prospect of poor crops led early in March to some 
undesirable incidents, an agent of the Oil Syndicate, some muletoers escorted by two 
Tndian sowars, and Lieutenant Wilson being in turn molested by Lurs, in each case 
the ground of complaint was the purchase of barley. Captain Lorimer is of opinion 
that there is plenty of grain in the district, Hevhas informed the Khans of these 
incidents and renewed his demands for more gnards, 

sed) ©, B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 






















(19686) No, 251. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived June 9.) 
tu) 


I HAVE the honour to tra 
Meshed Nos, 16, 17, and 18, 








120, § 
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‘Tehran, May 21, 1908. 


he at 





smit herewith diaries of the Military Attacl 





L have, &e, 


(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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No. 16.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending April 18, 1908, 








Summary of News. 





ret) 
LIBUTENANT-GESERAL EYREINOY has arrived in Askabad and taken over 
charge of Transeaspia. 
Our Termez agent makes some instructive remarks on the Russian view of the 
imposed on the British by the new Convention. 
ermez troops are engaged in making ficld fortifications and entrenchments on 
very bank of the Amu Darya (‘Termes fort stands a good way bick from the bank) 
crossing is feasible, ‘This is probably only to practise the troops at such 
it is likely to cause a ood deal of comment on both sides of the river. 
‘he new Governor of Samarkand is dealing a terrible blow to Russian 
departmental red tape: hie has found ont that a large part of the equipment of the 
troops under his command is unserviceable, and has ordered fresh equipment to be made 
up locally on payment, instead of indenting for it as usual 
4. Sarakhs reports the return to Russia from Pi 
Afghan imposter Din Muhammed, ‘This is the same “ 
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tivo or three years ago, passed himself off on the Viceroy of the Caucasus and the 
Governors of Baku and Batoum as a near relative of the Ameer Abdurrahman, and 
ex-Commander-in-chief of the Afghan army, and was received with banquets, artillery 
salutes, &. 

5. The “‘Transeaspian Review” says that a canal from the Amu Darya to the 
Murghab River will be taken in hand shortly. ‘This project has been mentioned several 
times previously by our Charjui and Mery correspondents and would no doubt be a work 
of great utility; but it would be a task of such magnitude that I doubt the Russians 
taking it in hand for some time to come, as the Tejen and Murghab irrigation 
construction works are keeping their irrigation engineers fully employed. a 

Tn any case, it is satisfactory to note that the Russians are tuning their attention 
nowadays to the peaceful development of ‘Turkestan by canals and irrigation works, 
rather than to the construction of unprofitable strategic railways. 

















“« Transcaspian Review.” 





April 5.—The Chimion oil consists of — 








Light bearin 
Heasy e 
Kerosone | he 
Residuo (etatkn) 9 








Toul 





‘Phe flash point is 140° celsiu 
Although the appointment of General Belyavski as Governor-General of Turkestan 
sheen officially anniounced, the newspaper “ Kolokol” still maintains that Lieutenant 
‘eral Kondratovich will be appointed Goyernor-Ceneral. t 
On the 2nd April, near the station of Adji Kabul on the Caucasus Railway, a goods 
tinin, was derailed; four men were injured, ten wagons smashed to pieces and twenty 
waggons damage 
‘April 8.—It i8 proposed to begin work shortly on a canal from the Amu Darya to 
Mery or to the River Murghab, 'Phis canal will water 500,000 dessateens of land. 
April 1—At the Military Council of the 27th March it was decided to raise the 
pay of the officers of the active army and of the doctors doing duty with it, as 
follows :-— 




















%, Lieutonant to be raised .. eS ” * ° 20 





‘his will inyolyean addition of 15,000,000 roubles to the Military Budget. 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.” 


April —On the 81st March Lientenant-General Evreinov arrived in the distriet to 
whieh Ko line been appointed (Transenpia,) 


Askabad Report, 


March 26.—A fight took place in the market place between a party of artillerymen 
and some of the townspeople, in the course of which a Turk cut off an artilleryman's 


hand with a large knife, ‘ yi a 
‘March 28,—One hundred and ten boxes rifle ammunition taken out of the magazine 
and sent E, ue. . 
‘Nowadays every train (except mail trains) passing E, has at least two trucks full of 
wooden sleepers. 


Sarakhs Report. 


April .—An Afghan who called himself “Sirdir” Din Mubammed arrived here 
from Meshed vii Persian Sarakhs. He was decorated with six medals and gave himself 


© According to length of service. 
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out as an important refugee from Herat, He was received (i.e, received with respect as 
a visitor —H. 8.) by the Governor and given two mounted soldier orderlies to accompany 
jim to Tegen. 
‘he river is full and the water still rising. 
‘There are no Cossacks or artillerymen here now, only the infantry battalion and 
the details of frontier guard, &e. 








Merv Report. 


March 31.—Two hundred men of the 2nd. Artillery Brigade left KE, ‘These were 
not time-expired men or recruits, 


April 1.—One hundred men of the 4th Battery 2nd Artillery Brigade camo in 
from W 


April 2—Kighty men of the Kushk Reserve Battalion came in from Kusbk and 
left E, ‘These were not time-expired men, 

April 3.—One hundred Kuban Cossacks passed through W. 

April 4.—Five waggons full of horses came in from W. accompanied by ten men of 
the Kavkaz Cossack regiment, 

April 5.—Fifty men of the Merv Reserve Battalion left by Kushk train, 

April 6.—Two hundred Kaykaz Cossacks left by special Kuskh train, 

Several murders have been committed this week, and a number of houses robbed, 
‘The Russians are making great eflorts to break up these bands of robbers, but. without 
any apparent success ; they haye only succeeded in making it very difficult for harmless 
people like me to move about at all, 

‘The garrison of Mery now numbers about 4,000 men; this includes 400 Cossacks, 








Termes Report. 


March 30.—None of the steamers that have arrived here lately have had any 
ammunition or other Government stores on board, 

No supplies for the troops have come in by steamer, as there is said to be famine in 
Russia, and so all supplies required this year are to be purchased locally. Active 
measures are being taken to get in the required amount of supplies to replenish the 
“godowns” for this year, ‘The amounts required are snid to he 











Pouds. 
ie} A 

Flour’ paltogether eS cae 926,000) 
Barley: 

Rice a oy Oe ike Wie ee BNO: 
Fodder SL eke ese esse 7,000) 


‘There are of course large amounts of last year’s supplies still stored here, 

According to the Russians, the Ameer of Afghanistan has not accepted the terms of 
the Convention, and is much displeased at it, ‘The Russians say this docs not matter ; 
they have come to terms with the British, anv, if the Ameer refuses to receive Russian 
commercial agents and to open his country to trade, the joint English and Russians will 
force him to do 0. 

‘The infantry battalions have for the last month been camped a week at a time (ise. 
one battalion staying there one week) with parties of engineers and artillery at the 
different places on the Amu Darya bank near Termez, where the river could be crossed, 

‘hese troops have been constructing trenches, breastworks (or ramparts), gun-pits 
(or épaulements), and other field fortifications to resist a hostile landing or to cover 
advance across the river. 

A party of 160 selected officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, bas been sent 
out jinto the district to enumerate and register all the horses, ponies, camels, ond 
donkeys available for transport work if required. 





Samarkand Report. 





April 4—The Governor of Samarkand has made a thorough inspection of the 
soldiers’ equipment and has condemned a large amount of it as totally unfit for service. 
Instead of indenting for fresh equipment in the usual manner, he said that the articles 
were urgently required and sent for the contractors, merchants, etc., who deal in such 
goods and ordered them all locally to be supplied on payment, 
It is said here that the three rifle battalions are under orders for service, ‘This, 
[1580] BA 
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with the unusual procedure in the matter of equipment, is evoking much comment, 
though it is not clear if these preparations arc directed against the Osmanlis or Afghans 
or, perhaps, against both. 

‘Two Russian officers of rank, accompanied by a railway engineer, and an escort of 
ten mounted men, have gone to inspect the different projected routes for the construction 
of the Amu Darya Railway, i.e., the various different routes for taking the railway to 
‘Termez from Juma, Kermene, &c. ¥e 

April 6.—Iwelve hoxes rifles in 2 carts and 168 boxes rile ammunition in 
14 carts left for Termez, escorted by 10 men of the Fortress Company. 

(Sig ii, SMYWH, Captain, 
Military ‘Attaché, 





Meshed, April 18, 1908, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 251 


No. 17, —Diury of Military Attache, Meshed, for week endiny April 25, 1908. 





Summary of News, 
(Secret) hy 

1, Our Sarakhs correspondent reports a project for laying some of the narrow 
gauge railway, which is stored at Kushk, from ejen to Sarakhs, as was done in the 
ease of the Feroz Railway, ome time ago it was proposed to replace the ‘Vejen 
detachment of the Ist Railway Battalion by a detachment of the Kushk Railway 
Company, which somewhat confirms this report, But there are no present indications 
of this railway being begun 

2, ‘Mhe Pontoon Company's store-sheds at Termes have again been damaged by the 
water of the Surkhan River. Our agent says that, unless immediate steps are taken to 
divert the course of the Surkhan River, great damage will be done to other Russian 
buildings ther 
4,3 The Transeaspian Review has accounts of the anov acks and 
Turkoman cayalry against robbers near Mery, which confirm our Mery correspondent’s 
continual reports of the depredations by bands of robbers in that neighbourhood. 
in, ,':, Another severe order has been issued by the General Oificer Commanding 
Turkestan Army, dealing with the Tack of discipline and military spiit in the armye 
the particular subject of the order being the poor resistance shown by military guards at 
Samarknnd and Charjui when attacked by armed robbers. Incidentally, this order 
confirms our Charjui agent's account (see Diary No. 18) as compared with the newspaper 
account of the aflair published at the time, 
























nents of Cos 























“ Transeaspian Review,” 





April 16.—Orders dated the 11th March: “Having arrived in Askabad, I have 
taken over the 'Transcaspian Provinee,—(Signed) EvkerNov.” 

In view of the expected specdy arrival incognito of the Assistant Minister of Ways 
and Communications, General von Vendrikh, for the revision of railway defects, an 
inventory of all defects on the (C.A.) railway is being taken by the officials concerned, 

The Chief Directorship of Railways has ordered that employés who come late to 


work, or who leave before the proper time, shall be reprimanded six times and then 
dismissed the service. 


‘On the 7th April, a commando of one 
from Askabad by rail to 
Kuiw and Jujukli, 
On the 27th March a detachment of Jigits (Turkoman cavalry), who were sent to 
intercept robbers driving off cattle near the station of Jujukli, caught a robber and 
sixteen stolen camels out of sixty stolen from a Persian subject. ‘This occurred at 
Sakar-Chah, 25 versts from Mery, J 
. April 16—On the Ist April, at the ‘Takta Bazar Cossack post, a soldier of the 
frontier guard sold his rifle to.an Armenian, who sold it toa Turkoman, ‘The rifle has 
been found and the guilty ones arrested. 

April 17.—General Evreinoy, with hi 
and water supply of Askabad, He also 
hhe made a speech, praising them for their 








officer and thirty Cossacks was dispatched 
‘atch a band of robbers operating round the stations Of Dort- 








staff’ and the engineers, inspected the karezes 
erviewed a gathering of Turkomans, to whom 
loyalty to the sar, 
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By an Imperial Ukase, a Committee of the Senate, under Senator Count Palen, is 
to inspeet Turkestan, to see if itis fit to be brought under the Minister of the Interior, 
like the rest of Ru 

‘April 18.—Tarkestan Army Orders by Lieutenant-General Kondratovich acting 
Commander Turkestan Army :— 


“ Whereas on the night of the 17th November, 1907, evil disposed persons tied up 
a zuard of the 2nd Railway Battalion, posted at Samarkand station, and went off with 
the treasure entrusted to the guard; and again, on the Sth March, 1908, a similar case 
occurred, when armed robbers tied up a guard of the 17th Turkestan Battalion posted on 
Charjai Treasury, and carried off the treasure ; so this ix the second occasion when a 
military guard lias misconducted itself in not defending the treasure entrusted to it, 
I do not admit any exeuse in such cases, A guard must defend its trust to the Inst 
drop of its blood, ‘These are indelible stains on the honour of the Turkestan Army, 
which, moreover, furnish proofs of the incorrect attitude of the immediate military 
Chiefs of the offenders, as the guards were placed under arrest only by my orders, ‘This 
furnishes proof of the rottenness of their training and military spirit, and for this | Jay. 
the blame on their Colonels, [ allot the following punishments :-— 


“The companies from which these guards came are to be broken up, the men 
rited among other battalions of their brigade, and the companies reformed from 
en of other battalions, 

“Phe feldvebels and under-officers of these companies, will be degraded a step, 
and those who have completed their time of service must retire at once, 

aptain Zub, commanding 2nd Company 17th Turkestan Battalion to be dismissed 

from command of & company. 

“Colonel Mikhailov, 17th ‘Turkestan Battalion, tobe reprimanded for the disorder 
in his corps. 

“All the rank and file who submitted to be tied by robbers are to be tried by 
court-mirbnl, and the Comannder of the Guard is ta Ne reduoed to. tho ranks hefore 
trial, 


“This order to be read to all companies, squadrons, and batteries in all commands 
of die Turkestan Army.” 


“ Turkestanskiya Vyedomosti,” 


April 16.—The O. C, artillery has sanctioned the issue of a few rifles, with, the 
necessery ammunition, to the Department of Agriculture, to arm the guards of the 
experimental farms in Andijan and the Hungary Steppe (Goladnaya), 

Captain Korloy, station-master of Tashkent, has died of a revolver wound received 
‘on the 7th Apri 


Sarakhs Report, 


April 12.—Ten Kavkaz Cossacks came in from Pul-i-Khatun and went on 
to Tejen. 

‘There are no Cossacks or artillery here now, only the infantry, and details as before 
reported. 

‘The river is in flood now. 

It is now said here that the Russians intend to connect Sarakhs with ‘Tejen by a 
narrow gauge railway, using for this purpose some of the narrow gauge rolling-stock and 
material that is stored in Kushk fort, 


‘Termes Report, 


April 8—A party of officers came in from Samarkand this week, including the 
Commander of (this section of) the Frontier Guard and the Obmmander of the Pontoon. 
Company, ‘ 

[previously reported the damage done to the Pontoon Company's barracks aud 
stores near the Surkhan River. Now the Surkhan is in high flood again, ard, another 
store las been carried away. ‘The water is still rising, and it is feared that @ block of 
newly-constructed officers” quarters will be carried away unless early and energetic steps 
are faken to protect them, 

Reports to this effect were sent to ‘Tashkent, and two special engineers have come 
from Samarkand (with the party of officers above referred to) to go into the matter. 

‘hese engineers have discovered that the course of the Surkhan River is being 














1st 


gradually diverted from its proper bed by Uzbek cultivators (on the left bank of the 
Surkhan) who haye for years past been reclaiming and protecting by “bands” part of 
the old bed of the Surkhan, and thereby forcing the river bit by bit to encroach on the 
sandy ground where the Russians built their pontoon barracks, &c, 

‘This reclaimed land in the Suskhan River bed is called Joo-Jungle (joo=water 
conse). ‘Whe Uzbeks have now reclaimed 6 square versts right in the river bed: this is 
very fertile soil and is covered with gardens growing splendid fruit and vegetables. ‘The 
two engineers have surveyed all this bed and say that it is absolutely necessary for a 
strong dam to be mde at onee to tum the Surkhan River back into its former bed, 
otherwise the river will still further change its course and will do immense damaye to 
other buildings on the Russi .. This readmission of the Surkhan to its old bed 
involves the complete destruction of all the Joo-Jungle gardens ; the proprietors of these 
gardens haye been offere! their choice of the following terms : 














(1) Compensation for the loss of their gardens 
(b.) Land on the other (right) bank of the Surkhan, with free seed and every 
ance to begin cultivation, 





as 





‘The proprictors of the gardens have absolutely refuseil to accept these terms for 
their gardens; but the matter is urgent, and the Russians have ordered the Governors of 
Shierabad and Baisoon to supply B00 coolies at once to start the work, ‘The Uzbek 
proprictors of the Joo-Jungle hiave appealed to the Amir of Bokhara and the Russians 
have forwarded their version of the case to the Political Avent, Bokhara, 








‘Tashkent Report. 





Ap ‘our waggons full of boxes of rifles and ammunition came in by. O. 
tuilway. hey were unloaded and the contents sent to the magazine under strong 
cscorts, 








April T—A battery of artillery, with six guns, shoulder badge, left Tashkent 
by the Kokand rond, ‘It was said that they were going to Margelan (perhaps Turkestan 
Horse Mountain Battery, which is generally at Margelan.—H 8.) 


April 9—Forty-two boxes rifle ammunition eame in by 'T, O, Railway. 

Some time ago an Knglishman got a mining concession in the district of Tashkent, 
He began work and discovered a rich vein of gold, ‘Te Russians have taken possession 
of the gold mine and the Englishman has complained to St. Petersburg] 

~The country. is very disturbed, bands of robbers infest the outs! 

While horses are robbed and people murdered in Tashkent every night. 
(Signed). SMYTH, Captain, 

Military Attaché. 








rts of the town, 


Meshed, April 25, 1908. 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 251 


No, 18—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending April 80, 1908. 








Summary of News. 


Scorets) 
(eee i Goin of the weak ithe fighting between tle Russians and Persian frontier 
tribesmen at Balaswar in the Moghan district of the Southern Caucasus, in which 
fighting the Russian frontier troops seem by all accounts to have been checked, if they 
have not actually suffered a reverse as is everywhere believed, 

2. ‘That the Russians are seriously alarmed as to the possible effect this may have 
on the itreconcilable Yamut Turkomiis of the Atrak frontier is shown by the fact that 
160 Cossacks from Askabad and 400 infantry from Krasnovodsk have been sent hastily 
to tlie Atrak frontier, to be followed shortly—according to our Krasnovodsk correspon 
dent—by 800 more infantry, 

5. Bub there is evidently pressing ced for reinforcements on the Moghan frontier 
itself, as our Krasnoyodsk con nt reports that 1,500 infantry and artillery men 
havo come in from the garrisons of Askabud, Mery, Kushk, and ‘Tashkent. (300 from 
Tashkent), and have been hurried across to the west side of the Caspian as soon as they 
can be shipped, warships having apparently carried some of them. ‘The dispateh of 
troops to Krasnovodsk is confirmed by our Askabad correspondent, 
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. This taking of troops from Turkestan to reinforce the Caucasus is an eloquent 
testimony to— 


(a:) The telief from’ any danger from the Afghans that the Convention gives the 
Russians, . 

(6) The bad state of ‘the Caucasus and the dangerous situation on the Aathiab 
frontier, if from so large an army ample troops cannot be found readily to deal with a 
petty frontier incident. 

4. As regards the incident itself, our Krasnovodsk correspondent’s account i? worth 
considering, as it supplies a plausible explanation of the eause of the incident, viz, an 
armed raid by tribesmen in the true Pathan style to get. possession of the Russian rifles 
(and ammunition) stored at Balaswar, ‘The number of arms said to have been carried 
Of (6,000 ries and 2 machine guns) is probably muen exaggerated, though anything 
seems possible with the slackness and treachery prevalent in Russia now. 

In this connection, observe accounts by our correspondent and the newspaper of 
arms, bombs, &c., smuggled into Krasnovodsk wholesale by Armenians, 

The two batteries usually at Kabka haye gone to Merv. ‘This may be purely for 
training, but it is more likely a strategical move, viz., not to leave two batteries, ynsup- 
ported by other troops isolated among the Turcomans in their present excited state, 














“ Transeaspian Review.” 


April 21.—Two cases said to contain semovars were seized at Krasnovodsk on the 
Kavkaz mercury steamer from Baku, hey were found to contain G0 Ib, powder and 
40 boxes caps, 

Communication between Tabreez. and Urmia has been interrupted for the last. five 
days, as the Kurds haye cut the telegraph wire and interrupted the route 

‘A powerful bomb has been thrown in the office of the Naplithaline Company at 

ibat. Several people were injured. 

April 22.—On the 18th April General Kondratovieh, Acting Governor 
(Tashkent) for Kushk, accompanied by his staff, ? 

On the 1st April robbers carried off from the Aul of Kipehak Khudai 1,600 sheep ; 
ani! on the 3rd April, from the Aul of Geokeha, 800 sheep, 

On the 19th April the Commander of the Elizabethpol Brigade reported that the 
post had been robbed, and that a party of troops sent alter the robbers returned with a 
Joss of three killed and ten wounded, 


Bibi. 








neral, Left, 








“ Turkestanskiyn Vedomosti.” 


April 19.--A man taking 1,000 roubles to the bank at Askabad was robbed by three 
nen. The three robbers were pursued by gendarmes, and one of them was arrested, who 
turned out to be a soldier of the 1st Railway Battalion, 












Krasnovodsk Reports.” 


(A) 


April 3.—Information having been given by a Persian to the Governor of 
Krasnovodsk that certain Armenians were importing arms, &e,, disguised as trade 
goods, a search was made, and 150 rifles, 6,000 cartridges, and 230 bombs were found 
concealed. 

April 8.—two Russian war-ships, one large and one small, arrived fiom Askabad 
direction, but did not come close in shore, 

April 9.—The stall war-ship came closer in, and I observed that she had ten guns, 
‘The crew of this ship had the figure “3” in red on their shoulder-straps, which were 
black. 

During the day two officers from the war-ships, one a naval and the other an 
artillery officer, landed and went to the ‘Treasury and drew 1,500 roubles, On their way 
back to the ships an attempt was made to rob then, ‘The attempt failed, but the 
artillory officer was killed, 



























* Those are three soparato Reports by the mame man, I have numbered them (A), (B), and (0) HL, 8, 
[1580] 3B 
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April 11.—Phirty time-expired men of the 4th Transcaspian Battalion arrived from 
Askabad and passed through to Russia. 

‘wenty-tive more rifles hidden by Armenians have been found, and fifteen Armenians 
have been arrested, 

‘The Armenians are swearing vengeance against the Musulmans for informing the 
Russians about these arms. 

Strength of the garrison of Krasnovodsk :— 


100 men Krasnoyodsk Reserve Battalion, (The rest of this battalion on the 
Persia frontier —IL8,) 

10 men Geok ‘Pepe Reserve Battalion. 

50 men Kushk Reserve Battalion, ‘These are time-expired, and will leave 
oun 

100 men Ist Railway Buttalion, 

60 men Frontier Guard, 

50 Cossicks, ‘These Cossacks are new arrivals from Askabad, and are 
‘employed to excort the post between the station and the steamer. 

















Altogetlier, witl details, there are 800 men in garrison here now. 


(B.) 


Anvil 16, —Two hundred infantry of the Askabad yarris 
by steamer for Baku. 

April Vi.— "wo hundred more vwifiitey ot the Askabad garrison and 100 Taman 
Cossacks caine in from BE. ‘The infantry left by steamer for Baku ; the Cossacks stayed: 
hore, 

April 18.—hree Inudred infantry of the Mery and Kushk garrisons and fifty 
Kavku Reg Cossacks; also ten Tureoman digits (i.e, men of the Turconan 
Division--H, 8.) came 

‘These 150 Cossne 
ian frontier, where 100 
‘urcomans have be 


me in fi 





m Ki, and left 











mE 

thirty-five ‘Durcomans left for Gumbad-i 
fiantry of the Krasnovodsk Reserve Battal 
an sent vii Chikishliar, 

Now 800 more infantry are being se to overave the ‘Turcoman 
tribes, especially the Yamuts, as there ix great excitement among the Turcomans on 
account of the fihting between the Russians and the Persian tribesmen on the Ardabil 


frontier in which the Russians have been deteated, according to all accounts. believed 
here, 





bus and the 
and thirty- 





Pers 
five 

















(c) 


April 19.—wo hundred artillery and infuntrymen came in from the Mery and 
Kushk garrisons and left for Baku, 

April 20.—Three hundred men of the Kushk ‘Transport Company, medical corps, 
artillery, and infantry of the Merv and Kushk garrisons eame in, 

April 21.—All of the above soldiers who were still here left for Baku (or Lenkoran 
‘or Astora) by steamer. 

April 22.—Throe hundred infantry of the Tashkent garrison came in from E, 
‘Two war-ships, one large and the other small, came in, Later on they left for the 
wast near Baliswar in the Moghan district (perhaps taking the above 300 infantry, as 
writer says no more about them.—H. S), 

acittt 25-—Filly men of the 10th Lurkestan Battalion came in from B. and lft for 
Baku, 

I have checked all the above-mentioned parties of troops myself, but it is possible 
that more have passed through than Ihave noted, as every day during the past week 
parties of 200 men have been arriving from H, and being shipped off to the other side 
of the Caspian as soon as shipping is available. 

No troops have come to Krasnovodsk from the Baku side, 

April 24,—Soveral people have arrived here fom Balaswar, where there bas been 
fighting lately. Phe people give a connected and apparently reliable account of what 
occurred, 

‘They say that Persian tribesmen made night raid on the Russian post at Balaswar 
to get the large number of rifles stored there, and that they sueceeded in carrying 
off 3,000 rifles and two machine-guns, A Russian detachment of 100 soldiers followed 
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them, but was driven back with considerable loss. ‘The Russians burned a small 
Persian village, ‘The Persian casualties in the whole affair were thirty-five killed and 
wounded. 

Askabad Report, 


April 15,—Two hundred men of the Geok ‘Tepe Battalion have left W. for 
Krasnovodsk, so I checked the garrison ani found — 


Garrison of Askabad :— 
Four Rifle Battalions, fall strength, 

Reserve battalion, 400, ‘The rest of this battalion has gone W. 
by rail, 
‘Taman Cossacks, 700. 

‘Two batteries artillery with 700 men of the 2nd Artillery Brigade, 
Artillery Park with badge, 

way Battalion, 490 men. 

ment Sappers, 


ed by you, I have been round the station and cannot find that any of 
the new mobilization carts you refer to are left in Askabad, Each of the battalions 
has got about eight carts, fours and two-wheeled included, for general transport 
purposes. ‘That is all, 

April 15.—About 100 men of the 3rd and th Transcaspian Battalions left W. for 
Krasnovodsk, 


Sarakhs Report. 


Merv Report. 


April 21.1 arrived here on the 19th April, and noticed that Ue Kuban Cossack 


Battery with eight Q.F. zuns and the Gth Mortar Battery of the 2nd Artillery Brigade 
have atrived here (from Kahka) and are being exercised with the Mery \ 

Tsay them on parade and counted the men with tiem, 

‘Phe Cossack Battery had 100 men, and the Mortar Battery seventy men, (This 
would not represent the full strength, as there were probably some left inthe lines and 
some at Kahka perhaps too, —H. 


ed) H. SMY'H, Captain, 
Military Attaché. 
Meshed, April 30, 1908. 





{19689} No, 252. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Erwward Grey.—(Received June {),) 


(No. 123, Confidential.) 
7 Tehran, May 21, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to transinit herewith, with rof nny telegram No, 124 
of to-day’s date, copy of the despatch in which His Majesty's Consul at Mohammerah 
reports the conclusion of a formal alliance in writing between the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
and the Bakhtiari Khans. 

T must confess that T was quite unprepared to see the negotiations on which I 

orted in my despatch No. 97 of the 23rl April ari rosull so speedily, 1 

e hopes as to the durability of such an arrangement, but 

assist in promoting peace and preserving order 

pective Chieftains—regions where there are numerous 

and as such 1 venture to think that its conchision may 

= Govern 7 nd th nit seems 
and sitisfactory 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 








iss 


Tnclosure in No. 252. 


Consul McDouall to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 13, Confidential.) 
Sir, Mohammerah, April 24, 1908. 

T.HAVE the honour to report that the Sardar Arfa went to Wais to meet the 
Bakhtiari Khans ; owing to illness he was unable to remain, and Salar Arfa, Shehab- 
csSaltaneh, and’ Sarim-cl-Mulk returned to Mohammerah with him on the Mth 
April and left on the 21st, On that day they called on me with Haji Rais Tujar to 
represent the Sardar Arfa, who was unable to come ashore owing to the abscess 
e is suffering from, ‘Th rmed me that they had uow conferred with the 
Sardar Arfa and made friends with him, and made a formal written alliance with him ; 
that in future they are to act together, and their respective tribesmen must obey the 
chief of the district, Arab or Baklitiari, in which they happen to be. ‘They are to act 
togetlior in loyal service to the Government and people of Persia so long as there is no 
interference with the various concossions he hem respectively or increase in the 
taxes demanded; Init if such interferenc rrition in taxes is made they will act 
fas one in resisting it, ‘hey hope. that this il to render the country, and espe- 
cially the Ispahan road, perpetually safe. Haji Rais Tujar confirmed this, and both 
parties called on me to witnoss that they had made this agreement, and in the event of 
‘ny dispute occurring between them they asked that we should inquire and, on finding 
out with whom the fault lay, advise that party that he is in the wrong, 

‘The Salar Arfa said that the Legation fad on several oecasions advised them to 
make friends with the Sardar Arfa, and now that they had done so they hoped that the 
Legation might be able to give’ them a certain inereased amount of support in 
liran, 

T said that L was very glad to hear that the 
to increased security for trade » districts; that T would report the matter to His 
Majesty's Legation , Bushire; and that 1 would always be glad to 
assist by advice in. preventing ment between them, Tt had appeared tome 
that there had heon a difficulty: in arranging matters before owing to the Khang them 
selves not always acting together. Both the Salar Arfa and Shehab-es-Saltanch assured 
nie that there was no likelihood of any: differences between the Khans themselves in 

And that the Sundar Asfa will use his influence 1 prevent any difference 
v thei 

Copy sent to His Majesty’s Consul-General, Bushire, and His Majesty’s Vice- 

Consul, Ahwaz, . 






























































Jind made friends, which should tend 



























Thave, & 
(Signed) W. McDOUALL, 








(19690) No. 


Mr. Marling to 








Edward Grey—(Received Sune 9. 
No 124.) a ; 
ih Gulahek, May 21, 1908. 

i timo, I have the honour to 
Tepe ant, and. the Minister 
of Finance ‘wis the immediate 
consequence of the ivs earlier. ‘Though it was 
generally accepted that «1 by the wish to bring about 
the formation of a Cabinet i uch, the Premier and Minister of 
Interior, should be excluded, there is no doubt that Sani-cl-Dowleh’s unscrupulous use 
of my interview with him to enable him to eseape from the diflieult position into whi 

anity hal Jed him produced a certain effect, and in the week duringewhieh the 
isis sted, a few spece ceambly protestin 
to impose foreign financial control, blustering art 
appesired in the press. There was talk of increasing the duties on t 
proposed in Sini-ed-Dowleh's schieme, whether the conse 
wore acquired or no, aid, sain, it wa uuggested that the nation should combine 
to compel our compliance ig. the use of those commiodities, while another 
patriot advocated that M. Lizot should be paid his salary for the full term of his mission 
and allowed to return to France, All this must not, of course, be taken too serious! 











net resigned offic 
understood that, his own resisznatio 
sation had with him a few 
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Dut considering that Sani-ed-Dowleh had told me himself that his decision to resign had 
been taken before I saw him, I thought it as well to let the facts be known in quarters 
where his misrepresentations might otherwise have produced a bad effect As soon as 
the Cabinet was reconstructed I called on the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
protested against the conduct of a responsible Minister in trying to drag my name into 
the internal affairs of the Government, and in grossly misrepresenting the purport of 
my language, Mushired-Dowleh scarey attempted to justify his eollezue, but 
protested that no harm had been done, for Sani-ed-Dowleh’s character was so well 
‘Known that no one attached much importance to his utterances ! 

In this opinion I think Mushir-ed-Dowleh is right, for in the general interest 
excited by the last resignation of the Cabinet the momentary interest in the incident 
appears to have died out. In other respects, however, I hope that good results will 
follow. Very much as the people at lirge have been inclined to look upon the now 
form of Government as relieving them from the necessity for paying taxes, so the 
Assembly seems to imagine that its sovereign powers extend to foreign relations, and it 
is apt to overlook thie fact that the observance of ‘Treatios is not a matter of favour but 
of obligation. Sooner or later this erroneous idea had to be corrected, but it was a 
lesson which, if left to Pe ‘been delayed 
indefinitely out of consideration for the ‘suscepti s, And both 
n the interests of Persia herself, and from our own pi ent German 
interference ial questions, dolay is undesirabl 

‘The condition of the eo is going from bad to worse, and the feeble Govern 






































of the Medjli 
nt of view, to pre 















even 
foreign assistance ‘ 
enlightened of the Ministers are no doubt aware of this, but the general public, and 
the Assembly, would consider it unpatriotic to admit the hard reality, and it is, thero- 
fore, I think, & matter of congratulation that it should have been brought home to them 
by Sani-ed-Dowleh’s indiscretion that Persia must. look to Great Britain and Russia to 
ielp her out of her troubles, T cannot pretend that the necessary impression has yet 
been produced, but at all events the first step has been taken on the way toa right 
understanding of the sitnatio 

s regards German interference, the cha 
to be rather remote, .\ loan, as a purely finan 
ious, quite out of th 


























such an eventuality appear to me 
ation, is, of course, under present 
paignt and thal only rot uyker appara olvs ta, 
nan bank may he opened before long, and then the door is open to the Persian 
ernment to obtain advances on current account, secured nominally on the customs. 
‘The best means to guard against this appears to be the firm establishment of the 
authority of the Financial Adviser, and T venture to think that his recent experience 
will ht Saniced-Dowleh that so long as he declines to avnil himself of 
M he can have no chanee of obtaining the ussent of the two Powers to 
any scheme involving an alteration of the customs tarifl 

‘nancially, the country appears to be almost at the end of its tether, and M, de 
rtwwig, with whom I have talked over the position, agrees with me in believing that 

¢ short time the straits of the Government will be such that. they will he foreed 
ake an appeal for assis is disposed, until that moment arrives, to leave 
them to cuire dans lewr propre jus. 


















































T have, &o. 


(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 








(19691) No. 254. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 


No. 125, Very Confidential.) 
ir, Tehran, May 21, 1908, 
ALTHOUGIE Count Quadt is far too di to make use of any languige or 
take any action to which exception can he taken, there ean be litile doubt that he 
actively’ pursuing the same policy, though by different means, as that initinted by. 
Baron von Riehithofen. rom all 1 ean learn he loses no opportunity of warning 
Persiaus azainst the insidious designs of Great Britain and Russia, whom he represents 
as aiming at obtaining absolute control over the country by financidl means, and: 
ave some reason to believe that it is owing to him that the Persian Government 
1550) 30 
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stubbornly declined to avail itself of M. Bizot’s advice, and even to allow him facility 
ty examine the financial situation, {t is no doubt with this view that he has been 
giving currency to a report that M. de la Martinitre has been recalled, the insinuation 
heing of course that the Prench Minister lias licen too active in pressing M. Bizot’s 
services on the Government. 

He has not 











oken to me on financial affairs, but a few days ago he 

niversation with the Russian Minister, and again brous! 

control. M, de Hartwig informed him that inter- 

wecly the word to there worn only fo Powers financially 

ted in Persia, and those Powers idl not intend to admit any other intort 
Lhuve, &e 

































(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLLNG. 
[19694| No, 255. 
Vir, Marhny to Sir Edward Grey.— (Keceived June 9.) 
(No, ) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 21, 1908. 





JUST before hi 
formal promises from thw } 
for some time Deon negotiating. ‘These ar 
Customs receipts, the grant Of a snull subvention for the Fr 
the renwal of the contracts of the live French professors inthe enipl 
Porsian Govurnment,  Mushired+Dowleh authorized M. de La Martiniere to 
Government of the settlement of these questions, 

The question of the Kinaneial Adviser's salary is one that had preoccupied M. de La 
Martinidre a good deal, M. Bigot has been all his life accustomed to seeing his salary 
paid) with exact punctwality, and would feel it to be beneath his dignity to have to 
press ihe Persian Goverument to pay: it in ease it should fall in arrear. As he is a man 
Of private means, ail by: no means Gnamouted of his position here, M. de La Marti 
has boon constantly under the apprelension that he might, should) his salary 
inrogularly paid, suddenly: dhsovy up tho appointnient, and from what [have hewrd from 
M. Bigot himself Lane sure his appr re well founded. 

Tie subyenition to the French school may: be regarded with some satisfaction as 
sounterpoise to the subsidy to the German school, “The amount is not, however, yet 
fixed 

Much the same view may be taken of the roudiness of the Persian Coy 
ugeee to Uhe renewal of the contracts of the French professors, [heli 
that one of these wentlemen has already decided to leave Persia, while two others were 
sntentinl with thy present seale of their emoluments, and are not likely tor 

dyes on the Sune terms, My de Tay ire his, however, suecee 
promise (hit i) haat event the Persian Government will apply to the 
Govorniuent to suguest caudidutes to fll the vu 

Thi 
(Signed) 





Joft, the French Minister informed me that he had ‘obtained 
inter for Foreign Alfairs on three vhich he had 
he payment of M, Bizot’s salary from the 
ch school, ‘md, lastly, 
nt of the 
form his 
































































in 
rench 












CHARLES M. MARLING, 








[19695] No. 256. 
Mr Macliny to Sir Kitward Grey—(Received June.) 
(No. 120) 
Sir, Gutahek, May 21, 1908. 










WITLI retere 
transinil herewith: 





ty my tel 





-e the honvitr to 
w reporting 
unt that, 


sram No. 112 of the 80th April, T 
from Mr. Cousul-General W 
istricts. It is evident from this 
while the po mitly serious, the first reports sent by Mobi 
Sultaniel aud the ajuanen ” mia, and apparently believed in by the 
Russian Viee-Consul, of thi imassaere of 2,000 persons were greatly exaggerated. 
Mv, Wratislaw also appears to Le in some doubt low farthe Tarks can be held to have 
incited the Kuntish tribesmen to commit these exeesses 

Thave, &e, 

neil) CHARLES M. MARLIN 















ion is suflig 
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Tnelosure in No. 256, 


Consul-General Wratislnn to Mr. Marling 





r, Z Urumia, April 25, 1908. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 27 of the 18th instant (which, I fear, 
heen much delayed in transmission), reporting an increase of Kurdish outrages, L 
regret to sty that the situation shows no sign of improvement. Both to the south and 
tlie north of this place the Persian, villages are exposed to constant attacks from larg: 
bodies of Kurds which they have no adequate means of repelling, and much property 
and numerous lives have thus been lost during the last fortnight. Tn particular, 1 
ioged by quite an army 

omy women and 




















y 
several men lost their lives, 

Between Uramia and Salmas the telegraph line was ten days ago systematically 

‘d_ for considerable distances in several places, both poles and wires being 
carried off, ‘The line lias been repaired from here to the borders of Salmas, but on 
the farther side the men sent to exeente repairs were again caught by the Kurds 
and all their material confiscated. ‘Telegraphic communications have thus been 
interrupted for ten days, and there sooms no immediate prospect of their being 
lished. 
difficult to say how far the Murkish on the frontier are directly 
ble for this state of things. They are nly mnch more tax than before in 
« the Kurdish inhabitants of the distriets they occupy, but Ido not think 
there exists any actual proof that they incite them to outrage, whatever. suspic 
may be entertained. On the other hand, ‘Tahir Pasha’s solemn warning to the Persia 
Commissioner to abstain from interference with the Kurds quite ties Mohtashom 
Sultanch’s hands, and he is afraid to follow up mariuders to their homes for f 
fresii complications. He has besides too few. men to do so effective 
have qnickly melted avay in the usual Persian fashion, 

His helplessness in,the matter of maintaining public security Nas ineurred him 
nisiderable odium amongst the i 
tablish son ing in the way 
which previously 
done to render his posi 
town a 

























thoriti 
























Hof 
, for his forces 





























tled government have displea 

ccording to their own fancy, yt 

ion untenable, and attacks ony 

e got up almost nightly, 

rediting the Governor. 

ss naturally causes 

Tn the surrounding villages, und to a less extent ih the town, the idea of 

submitting to the Turks and calling them in to restore order is ining ground, 
some colour to the suspicions that the Turks are responsible for this renewal 

activity. 

jn the whole Mohtashiem-¢ 

is not impossible that he maj 

cessor, mam Kuli Mirza 


al the clique 
hing is being 
ate Houses’ in or near the 
, Jess from a desire to plunder than with the object of 

mount of firing whieh accompanies these demonstra 
erable alatm, 












tig 















Sultaneh's posi 


ion appears somiewhat critical, and it 
eventually be driy 


n from the town, as was his’ prede- 





T have, &e, 
ned) A. ©. WRANSLAW, 














{19696} No. 257. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
130.) 
i Gulalek, May 21, 1908. 
IN reply to your d inclosing a letter from the 





London Manager of the Dnperial Bauk of asking for information as to the 
proportion which the bank is permitted to retain of the receipts encaslied by it frown 
the customs of Kermanshah, I have the honour to report that as the Board appear to 
be in some doubt as to the meaning of the statements on the subject furnished to it by 
the local Manager, I referred the question to Mr. V..A. C. Hawkins, the member of the 
Board who has been specially depnted to examine the affairs of the bank. 














192] 


inclosed, which has 





In roply, Mr, Hawkins has sent me a communication, cop; 

recently beet reevived from the Manager of the Kermanshah brane 

‘Mr, Hawkins is communicating direct wi oe Board on this matter. 
have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLIN 


Tuclosure in No. 257. 












Note communicated to Mr. Marling by Mr. Hawkins, which he has received trom the 
Kermanshah Custom 





IN rep 
following into 

All the receipts of the « 
Kuniistan, Sukkis, Banch and Gilan 
Of expensés of Kecanshaly the a 
before remitting to Kermanshali i 

"Patraieuiexponses, sl ay ropaits, are ponmitted ont of the receipts, but any: 
funds required for special or unusual purposes aro supposed to be dependent upon the 
sanction of ‘Pel Tt appears, however, that the Directors formerly here had made 
themselves very free of the customs funds, We understand that now such malappro- 
srintions have been stopped. i 
vente expenses of the Kermanshali eustom-honse appear to be about 13,000, krans 
por mensom, which consist alniost entirely of wages to their unnecessarily large staff. 


(Signed) E. B, SOANE. 





to your note Ty of the 80th ultimo, we beg to supply you with the 
tion :— 









toms here (which include those of Kasr 
are passed vid the bank to Tehran after dedue 
~custom-houses deducting their several expenses 





























Kermanshuh, May 10, 1908. 




















19697) No, 255, 
Mr. Marling (o Sir Bdward Grey —(Received June 9.) 
ee) Gulahek, May 21, 1908. 
“ILD Persian Government seem to be hesitating to send a Special Mission to 
Constautinople to discuss the frontier question with the Porte or, if possible, with the 
Palace direct. Mushir-ed-Dowleh, on whom, as authorized by your telegram No, 91 of 
tHe Ist instant, L ed the wistom of that course, as has also the Russian 





Ministe 
respon 


seems’ to he convineed of it personally, but to be unwilling to accept the 
yy of forcing his views on his colleagues; but when I saw him last, on the 
nt, he said be hoped to be able to inform me in wo that the Cabinet. 
Maud decided’ in favour of the Mission. T imagine that the nent are in doubt as 
fo whom to send, Ala-esSultanch, the newly appointed Ambassador, might do as a 

Fiead, but it is thought that! he, has not suflicient energy to carry through so 
dificult a task, On the other hand, his * age has already been obtained, and 
ig selection would, it is thought, have th 














































whieh the Turks might raise to rec 
Tt is also possible that the pense 
T presume that, should t Mission 





would be withdrawn from T 


whether Mr, Con 





jaw should not be allowed to return to Tabreez. 
Thave, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








(19699) No. 25 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— 

ial.) 
T HAVE the houour to report that Me A 
oat of the Lujerial Bank of Porsia in Loudon, arrived in Tehran on. the 


armed with very full powers fo investigate the conduct of the Bank's 
Jocal Chief Manager, Mr, Rabino. { gather from the conversations T 


(Received June 9.) 








Very Contide 





Gulahek, May 
A. Cesar Hawkius, « member of the 
1 instant, 
s by the 


ave had: with 
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him that Mr, Hawkins is exceedingly dissatisfied with Mr, Rabino's management, and 
that he considers that, in one instance at least, the latter’s conduct has been “ somo 
thing worse than disloyal.” He was in no way apprehensive that Mr, Rabino’s joining 
the German Bank would do any harm to the position of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(19701) No. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 








Gulahek, May 22, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 115 of the 20th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch which has reached me this morning from His 
Majesty's Vice-Consul at Resht, giving accounts of the late incident on the Russo- 
Persian frontier at Bela Sevar. From this report it would seem that the Russian 
Vice-Consul at Ardebil admits that the affair was much more serious than M, de Hartwig 
has cared to admit to me, and that the chief blame for it r with the Russian officer 
who lost his life. It appears, too, that the Persian reports of excesses committed by 
the Russian soldiery, which M. de Hartwig at first entirely denied, are substantially 
correct. 












Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
Tnclosure in No, 260, 


M, Rabino tu Mr. Marling. 
Sir, 





inseli, May 18, 1908, 
1 HAVE the honour to report iwo versions I have heard of the Bileh Sowar 
incident ; 


1. M. Olferieff, Rus 








un Viee-Consul at \rdebil, whom T met at Lenkoran, informed 
me that a Russian frontier officer, whose horse liad strayed gross the frontier into 
Persian territory, entered Persia with four Cossacks to recover the horse, This ollicer 
had two years ago killed two sons of one of the principal Shalisev els, who wore 
engaged in snuggling. Ever since the Rt ofliver’s life had beon in danger. He 
was pressed to accept a transfer, but is his post was very 
romnnerative, le getting 70 per eent. of all goods 3 The Russian officer came 
across some Shahsevens, who fired at him and shot him, as well as three of his Cossacks, 
‘The fourth Cossack was wounded. 

‘The frontier soldiers, hearing that Uieir officer hud bee 



























ed the Persian 












Settlement of Bile Sowar, slew for of the inliabitants, and set fire to the 
custom-house. Reinforcements were seut, from Baku, and a party of 200 men entered 
Persian territory in pursuit of the Shahseyens, ‘They were su 1 by 1,000 


mounted Shahsevens and liad to retire, losing thr 
losses of the Shahsevens were fourteen killed and t 

M. Olferieff was then sent to 1 
upon. ‘The Russians ask for an inde 
of tivo of the leaders in the affray. 

‘The Shahsevens declare that should they be severely dealt with they will retire 
into Turkish territory. 

2.M. Quinet’s version slightly differs from the above, ‘The Russian officer was 
requested by the native Customs official not to follow his horse, as feeling ran rather 
high against him, and undertook to have the horse returned in the course of two days, 

‘The Russian officer decided, however, to recover his horse without delay, and with 
four Cossacks crossed the frontier. He found his horse amongst a party of Shahisevens, 


Killed and nin 
os wounde 
e settlement was agreed 
insist upon the punishment 





wounded. ‘The 




















who refused to let him take it, alleging that they had no proof that the horse was his. 
‘The officer thereupon drew his revolver and wounded a Shahsoven. Th 
retaliated, killing the officer and th: 

‘The frontie 


Shahsevens, 
co Cossacks and wounding the other Cossack. 

guards, hearing this, entered Bileh Sowar and committed the excesses 
‘They furthermore took possession of 130 tomans they found in the 















3D, 
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n received from Baku, 200 men entered Persian 

to attract 
succeeded in surrounding the Russians, who retired with a 
his is no doubt exaggerated. 


Reinforcements having be A 
territory in pursuit of the Shalisevens, The latter fixed kullahs on sti 








and tl 
led. 


M, Olferieff, who admitted that the Russian officer was in the wrong in crossing 
the frontier, contends, however, that the Shahsevens had no right to fire on the officer, 
‘and that all the brigundage on the Astara-Ardebil road can be safely attributed to 
thom, and that they should be severely dealt 

Casos of brigandage may be proved, and the Shahsevens should certainly be 
punished! 

Ttis difficult, however, to understand the contention that the Shabsevens had no 
tight to fire on some one erossing the frontier without authority. 

The Persian Government recognize théir frontier tribes as keepers of their frontier, 
nd consequently assimilate them to frontier guards. Shonld the Persian Government's 

wa bo correct, the Shahsevens had certainly the right to fire on the officer when he 

crosged the frontier, 

T regret that Tam unable to obtain fuller information on this inci¢ 
bofore thy Anglo-Russian Agreement, might have led to serious complications 
‘Nhe frontier guards wt Bileh Sowar have been increased to 1,000 men. 

Thave, 
ed) Hi. L. RABINO, 


the enemy's fire 
loss of eighty ki 





























» which, 











‘s 








(19702) No, 261, 


Mr. Marling to Su. Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 





Gulahek, May 22, 1908, 
nything in the events of the past four weeks that points to 
Any immediate improvement in the condition of Persia, ‘The object of Ministers in 
wie resigning was solely to get rid of the Premier, Htaneh, whose 
venality, and unconstitutional methods bad rendered him exeeedin 
He seemed, moreover, to hn nuguues more as the ( 
of an absolute Monareh tan head of a Constitutional Cabinet, and no doubt 
that they found it impossible to co-operate with hint, Tt is very improbable that the 
new Cabinet, tle construction of whiel is hanily yet definitely settled, will prove an 
more capable of restoring order in the prevailing chaos and di on of the 
Government. Tt sooms practically certain, however, that Sani 
Prime Minister, and Mohtashemses-Sultaneh, the Persian Cox 
said to have been recalled to succeed Nizam-es-Sultanch 
Tt seems » a more unfortunate choice tha 
Ministers 

T am not quite sure to what motive to attribute the Shah’s action in invitiu 
Naser-ul-Mulk to return to Persia. His Imperial Majesty may possibly have don 
in the interests of the country, for Nasor-ul-Mulk could undoubtedly be of great 
servi re contident of the support of the Palace, It seems fo me, lion 
to be more likely that His Majesty’s message, which was sent through the P' 
of the Assembly, was merely intended to gain him a little temporary populari 
1 enable him to get sufely out-of the eapital to one of his country seats, 

T doubt, however, whether the moment for Naser-ul-Mulk’s ret 
ut it is in an 












































that of those two 






























y So a8 











vet come, 
yy case most improbable that he will accept the Shah's invitation, except 
under the most s conititions, 

‘Vehran itself remains rolati 
depression at the he nduney to lay 
the blame for the ex tof alfairs on the Shah, who is again being accused of 
preparing another coup deat, but, so far as L can soe, there is no ground for these 
suspicions, 

Governors have heen found for most of the va 


















quieter, but there is a general of profound 











mnt posts, but with the exeeption 












of Zil-es-Sultan at Shiraz and Serdar Motazid at Kerman, none of them seem to be 
capable of real effort te ister their districts. At Yezd a mob of villagers has 
heen surrounding the telegraph office y of protest against a x, but 





Mr, Acting Vice-Consul Blackman, by a display of considerable coolness and tact, has 
so fur succeeded in preventing any serious incident. ‘he Government here are 















195 





unable to do more than send soothing messages, Kermanshah is thre: 
sion by the Kakavends, and Captain Haworth describes the situation as menacing 
‘The Government. promise to send Zafar-es-Sultanch, the new Governor, with a strong 
force, but there is some doubt whether he will not refuse te post at the last: moment. 
Otherwise the country is comparatively quiet, except fora few cases of brigandase, 


atened with an. 


























chiefly in the neighbourhood of Tspahan. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLE MARLING. 
{19703} No. 262. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9.) 
(No. 137.) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 22, 1908. 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram No. 98 of the 
Lith instant, in whieh you are so good as to authorize me to inform the Persian 
Government that, in. view of the non-payment of the interest on the 1903-1 advance 
due on the 4th April and also of the sinking fund for the last tivo years, and in view 
130 of their failure to make any reply to Sir C, Spring-Rtice’s note of the 31st August, 
1907, announcing the conditions on which His Majesty's Government were prepared 10 
agree to the suspension of the sinking fund for three years, Hix Majesty's Goverament, 
can no longer admit of any discussion on those terms, It would, I thiuk, ewuse needless 
irritation, and would therefore be impolitic, to make that communication just. at 
present. "Nor is there now the same necessity to take the step as appeared to mie to be 
the case when I first suggested it for your consideration. At that time there was 
good reason to believe from the statements of M, Mornard that the Persian 














































overt: 
ment were actually in a position to pay off both intorest and sinking fund, and thy 
liberate themselves from the conditions we sought to impose on th This is, 





not now the: 









ase; the Porsi rnment is in the direst straits for money, 
jorecasts are correct as to the customs revenues, it is certain that 
wgain be very much in arrear, In the cirenmstances, 
ysolf of the hititude which your telogram allows me, and 
pressing occasion, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) "CHARLES M, MARLING. 











T propose to.ava 
tHe commu 


































{19616} No. 263, 
Mr, O'Beirne tu Sir Edward Grey—(Receivei June 4.) 
0, 246.) 
: Si, Petersburgh, May 28, 1908, 
ON the receipt of your despateh No. 117, Confidential, of the 27th ultimo, 
addressed an aide-mémoire to the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affuins, inquiring 
whether the Russian Government had any knowledge of the alleged grant, to 
M, Stemrich of a Concession for the constriction of a railway from Tohran to. Ker- 
manshah. 
have now received a reply from the Russian Government to the effect that 
have been le by the Russian Minister at Tehran, but that he has been 
to obtain any confirmation of the report. M. de Hartwig supposes 
srusle in tra Pacis" New Work Horsld® vias toundodon tis “lebanon wide 
some time ago by the German Legation to obtain different Concessions in Porsia, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 
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[19617] Now 26as 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received June 9.) 





(No, 247.) 
St, Petersburgh, May 23, 1908. 
WWIII reference to your telegram No, 183 of the 20th instant, have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a note which I have addressed to M. Isvolsky 
yelative to the question of the exchange of the telegraph lines in Persia. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 











Inclosure in No. 264. 
Mr. O'Beime to M. Isvalsky. 


M, le Ministre, St, Petersburgh, May 9 (22), 1908. 

TLS Majesty's Government have had under their careful consideration the aide- 
inénoire from the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Atlnirs of the 30th March (12th April) 
relative to the question of the exchange of telegraph lines in Persia. 

Sir B, Grey desires me in the fist place (0 explain to yout Jxcelleney, in reply to 
that ‘ide-ménoire, that, although no specifie mention was made in Sir A. Nicolson’s 
communication of the 10th (23rd) March of the admission at stated hours of Russian 
signallots to tho use of the telegraph line from Nasratabad to Khaf, it was not the 
intention of His Majesty's Government to attempt to deprive the Russian signallers of 
the privilege in question; in view of the fact that it was contemplated that a similar 
priviloge should: be enjoyed by British signallers on the Meshed-Khaf section and 
the Yebran-Meshed ling, it would naturally belong also to the Russian signallers as 
regards the Nasratabad-Khat section, 

‘As a wesult, however, of a further examination of the whole matter of the 
‘ange of Hines, Tis Majesty's Government have arrived at the conclusion that, as 
rs the question of signallers, the best solution would be that each Power should 
wilhdny its employés completely from the other Power's sphere (the course originally 
proposed by Sit A, Nicolson in the Memorandim which was handed by him to your 
xcelleney. on the nd (15th) April, 1907), and that an arrangement should be 
concluded by which enh Povey, ws regards the telegraph lines within its sphere, 
should undertake to histruct its own employ wes sent by the 
other Power's agents, or in the interests of subject ith due 
dispatch and agcuracy. An exchange of notes might y such an arrangement, 

TAs wis clearly and fully expressed in the aide-mémoire of the 31st May (18th du 
1907, from the Lmporial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Auglo-Russian Convention 
1 which could possibly be the cause of friction between the 
tivo Powers, IL appears to Hiy Majesty’s Government that the abovesolution is more 

iy inv aceordan iit of this Convention than the arrangements 
previously contemplated for admitting Russian employés to the use of lines within the 
British sphere and vice vervd. Tealso seems to them to conform more strictly to the 

the Agreement of the 1Sth (31st) August, 1907, relative to the exchange of 

clos 1 and 2 It was understood at the time that the term “same 
conditions” which occurs in the conditions affecting the main- 
tenaneo and repair of the telegraph lines, aud obligations towards the Persian 
Government and relations with that Government, connected with the management of 
these lines, Indeed, when His Majesty's Government gave theirassent to the Russian 
control over the Meshed-Khat section’ continuing they were guided by this view of 
the matter 

Tam instructed by Sir B. Grey to ¢ eney that in making the 
above proposil His Majesty's Government are actuate ly by a desire to insure, 
by adhering to the spirit of the recent Convention, that all its objects shall be 
fully attai 

























































































































s 1d. Lamdirected to express the hope that the Imperial Government 
‘will see their way to accept the proposal 
Tavail, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH O'REIRNE. 
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119943) No. 265. 
Mehdi Khan to Mr. Mallet.—(Teceived June 9.) 
(Private,) 
Dear Mr. Mallet, Persian Legation, London, June 6, 1908. 





JAM much obliged to you for your letter. My object was to show how our 
frontier questions with Russia and ‘Turkey stand at present, and to explain our views 
regarding the latter. Tt was not my purpose to make a request that these matters 
should be discussed at Reval; but I'thouzht that in case they came under discussion 
it would be better that His Britannic Majesty's Government should be aware of our 
views. I venture to inclose herewith some notes on the principal points of my 
observations of yesterday. Tneed hardly say that T shall be greatly interested to 
know should there be anything fresh as regards the attitude of His Britannic Majesty's 








Government concerning the Turkish, question. 


Yours very truly, 
Signod) > MBLDT, 





Inclosure 1 in No, 265, 
Note respecting Russo-Persian Frontier. 


MOST of the Russian proposals have at once been acceptad, and the Goremor- 
General of Azerbaidjan has been instructed by telegraph, and he is in the act of giving 
effet tothe propos. ‘The proposals tint have at once heen accepted are a3 
follows :— 





(a.) Apprehension of those at whose hands the Russian officer died, 

(d.) Payment of claims of Russian subjects according to frontier settlements, 

(c.), Return (provided they are found) of Russian soldiers who have run away, 

(d.) Return of twenty riffes said by Russians to have bven stolen. 

(6) Satisfaction to the people of the killed officer, 

(/) Removal of Shhahsuvan Chiefs, viz, Mohammad Gholi Khan and others 
further from the frontier 

‘Mwo of the above proposals have been carried out already, via, (}) and (f), and 
the rest of the accepted proposals will he carried out strictly, 

But other proposals of the Russian Commander, via. -— 

1. Compensation for what has been plundered ; 

2, Indemnity for expenses of sending military force ; 

3, Indemnity for alleged occupation of Russian territory by Mohammad Gholi 
Khan, 
require inquiry and seeing to, ‘he Persian Government has not refused the latter 
proposals, but Wishes that they would be iuquired into, 

‘At the same time the Persian Government has asked for compensation for the 
inhabitants of Belinsuvar and other villages destroyed by Russians, 









































Inclosure 2 in No, 265. 
Note respecting Turko-Persian Frontier. 


TV is hardly possible that this frontier question can be settled by these Frontior 
Commissions. As long as there is disagreement in the basis of the discussions no 
settlement can be arrived at. 
he Sublime Porte does not consider the last Treaty of Arzeroom as final, and 
refers to the ‘reaty of Sultan Murad (1831), 

‘The Imperial Persian Government considers clauses 2 and 8 of Arzeroom ‘Treaty 
as finally deciding this question. 

Under these circumstances it is not likely that matters will make progress unless 

(1580) 35 
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(19913) No. 269. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 









prossure is put upon the Turkish Government by the Governments of His Britannic 
Majesty, and that of Russia, for a question that has been pending for over sixty years 
can hardly be solved hy me and isenssion. 5 regan transferring the seat 
of discussion to Constantinople, will this be of any avail? This very expedie 
resorted to some thirty-five years ago, but with what result ? 
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Foreign Office, June 10, 1908. 

THREE Bakhtiari Chiefs—the Sirdar Assad, his younger brother, and their 
nephew—ealled at this Office on the 80th ultimo, and were received by Sir C. 
Hardinge, who expressed his pleasure at. seeing them, and at having an opportunity 
to discuss with them the relations of the Chiefs with His Majesty's Government, 

Sir C, Hardinge informed the Sirdar Assad that His Majesty's Government had 
recently not been entirely satisfied with the attitude of the Chiefs towards the Oil 

sions Syndicate, He reminded his Excellency that the Syndicate had come to 
ment with the Chiefs whereby the latter were to provide guards for the 
Syndicate’s works, and to receive in return 2,000/.a year. ‘The Chiefs had lately asked 
for a further annual sum of 5001, and to this the Syndicate had agreed. Nevertheless, 
guards liad not been supplied of late and thefts had been committed on the property. 
for which no compensation had been paid. ‘The result of this had been that Tis 
Majesty's Government had been put to the expense of bringing guants from India to 
protect the property of the Syndicate, 

‘he Sirdar Assad said that the 5007, had not heen paid, to whieh Sir ©. Hardinge 
replied that so soon as compensation was made for the thefts which lind been 
committed on the Syndicate’s property, the instalment due last November, which had 
een withheld on that account, would he handed over. 

His Excellency stated that all the claims made by the Syndicate for thefts or on 
other accounts had been deducted by the Syndicate from the 2,000/, due to the C 
who consequently owed them no money. 

He then explained that the cause of the recent trouble was that the rival brai 
of the tribe had held the chieftainship for more than tworyears, and that this branch, 

ing very unfriendly to England, had done all in their power to annoy the British 

Now that his own Branch of the family had been reinstated in their 

former position of principal Chiefs, th es syoutld no longer ogcur and he would 
guarantee that in a short time the 8; ld he perfectly satisfied, 

Sir C, Handinge told the y Assud that, on his retuen to the Foreign Office 
tivo years ago, it had been & matter of great regret to him to find that the Bakhtiari 
Chiefs, whoin he had always re: veland’s best and most loyal friends in 
Persia, were acting in @ inanner hostile to British interests. It seemed to him a 

range anomaly that His Majesty’s Government, who were the 
Bakhtiaris, should be obliged to bring guards from India top 
from their tribe, His Majesty’s Government liad serious cause for complaint 
the Bakhtiari tribe on this account, and th which his Exeelleney had 
von was a great relief to him, as lie knew that the Ohief's word would be kept, 
ailded that he trusted that, on his Excellency's return to Persia, which, he under: 
would be in two months’ time, he would himself visit the works of 
vyndicate and see that no harm was being done to them by any members of his tribe, 
and that the officials of the Syndicate wore perfectly satisfied in every way. 

‘Whe Sirdar Assad promised faithfully on his word that he would do. this, for the 
sake, as he said, of his old friendship. with Sir ©, Hardinge, who, he said, might rest 
a assured that as soon as his Excellency returned to Persia there would be no further 

nt neeil for the Indian guards, He furthier promised to write at once to his brother, t 
(1957| No. 268. ruling Chief, giving an account of his conversation and urging that immediate steps 
Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edwrard Grey (Received June 9.) 

















(No 187.) 
'Polearaphic.) 
SITVATION. 





Tehran, June 9, 10S. 





My telegram No. 136 of ye 
Yesterday morning the town was patrolled | 

donowncing, the persons arrested as traitors was 

{quiet ay usual, and the people accept 
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Following is Confidential : 





lieved that the Russians, if not the Russian Minister his: 
the Shah's coup. [am conyinced, from M, de Martw 
events the intended arrests were known to him, 


It ix generally b 
contrived and biel 
Tangtiaye to sino, tha 
















































(20045) 267. 





Mr. O'Berrne to Sir Bduard Grey—(Received June 10.) 









Petersburgh, June 5, 190. 
suce to recent correspondence respecting the Russo-Persian frontier 
the honour to report that te following official account is published 
hor lision in which Captain Dyooglazoff, commanding the Beliasevar 
Hetcnany ot to Elaubotpol Brig, fst his life 
aptain Dyoeglazoll’s horse is stated to hi 
where it was sized by a party of armed ‘Tartans: 
hin a mounted patrol of seven men, crossed: the froution in pursui 
Timainn force fell into a Tartar ambush, and Captain Dvoeglazolt and one of his am 
Woresliot down, A detachment of the 77th Infantry Regiment came to the ass 
of tho froution guards and op) Tn the engagement which 
enstied four Russians were killed and five wounde 

“Tn giving the above account of the incident the official communiqué: a 
tent: of the roport that Captain, Dvoeglazoff had killed v9 Persians during the 
for his horse. 
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Ihave, &e. 
ed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 
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should be taken for the protection of the Syndicate’s works. 
‘The Chief went on to say that he had known many British Consuls who had 
ways been very friendly to tlie Bakhtiari tribe, but that recently His Majesty's Viee- 








(No. 109) 























(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, June 10, 10>. Consul at Ahwaz had adopted a hostile attitude towards the Chiefs. His Excellency 
SHELLILIB, ‘ asked Sir C. Hardinge to do what he could to correct this, and to restore friendly 
‘\ complaint has been received from the Persian ‘Transport Company to the effect relations between the tribe and Captain Lorimer. 






that the huilders 1» conipelled to suspend operations on M Lynch's shed 
by order of the Governor of Shnshter, acting on instructions from: the Pers 
Governniont. 

Ifyou seo no objection, yow inay 
on the part of the Governor may be put 





Sir C. Handinge told the 
is would bi 





dar Assad that the best way of restoring. those 
efor the tribe loyally. to carry out all the engagements they had 
ate, and that his Excellency might rest assured that Captain 
ihtiaris would he as friendly as possible and the 
that of ‘cessors as soon as the causes of the complaint made by the 
Syndicate against the tribe had been removed, 
‘he Sirdar Assad begged Sir C, Hardinge to do what 
relations in such circumstances. Sir 

















ake representations asking that this obstruction 
op to. 

















e could to restore friendly 
©, Hardinge promised that he would do so. 
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‘After a short friendly conversation on other matters the Chiefs took th 
‘1 on their departure Sir ©. Hardinge reminded them of their promise, which they 
that they would not forget. 


(Signed) 





{19913} No. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, 
T AM directed by 

Hespatcl whieh ‘he has lideessed 

ecording a conversation which took pla iree 
OL tho Bakhti uubject of the relations of the latter and of tribe 
with the Oil 3 8) in Persin and with His Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
Ahwaz, 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(20077) No. 271, 
Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 11.) 


Gulakek, May 29, 1908. 
"WITH reference to my despateh No. 135 of the 22nd instant, I have the honour to 
report that the Russian Ministe® has been so good as to inform me of the following 
ieiails of the recent negotiations for the settlement of the Rasso-Persian frontier 
incidents :— 


The Vieoroy of the Caucasus, acting on instructions from St. Petersburgh, sent 
an ultimatum to the Governor of Azerbaijan informing him that, unless the demands of 
the Russian Government for the punishment of the murderers of the officer near 
Belyasevar, for the payment of indemnities on various counts, for the return of rifles 
stolen by Shalsevens from Russian frontior guards during the past two years, and for 
‘assurances that the Shahsevens would be held in strict eontrol in future, the force under 
General Snarsky would progeed to exact reparation, ‘The news of the ultimatum, which 
was to oxpire on the 22nd instant (th, 0.8), only reached Tehran on the 19th instant 
(Gth, o-8.), and caused great consternation, On that afternoon the Minister for Foreign 
‘AMides called at the Russian Legation to ask M. de Hartwig to obtain a further respite. 
ML de Hartwig replied that the Governor of the Caucasus was acting on orders trom 
St. Petersburgh and he could not very well interfere. Late the same evening M. de 
vig was invited to go to the Palace, but the Chamberlain who brought the message 
him for what reason his presence was required, M, de Hartwig 
represented that his arrival after 10 o'clock at night would certainly be misconstrued by 
the publie, and he suggested that, in, tho ehveumistances, he should wait on the Shab the 
following morning, A little after midnight he received a letter from Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
forming him that, at the express wishes of the Ministry and Assembly, the Shab 
desired to request him to convey a personal message from His Imperial Majesty to the 
Saar asking for an extension of the time allowed, and promising that, if a reasonable 
interval were given, the Persian Government would fulfil all the Russian demands. At 
his audience the follow i de Hartwig: promised to forward the Shah's: 
request, to St. Petersburgh, and on the 22nd instant (9th, 0,3.) was able to announce 
that the Russian Governinent were ready to grant a delay of fourteen days, counting 
from the 20th (7th, 0.8.), during which the Persian Government must carry out their 
romnises. - 
Promithe Persian Government appeared to be making every elfort to satisfy the Russian 
demands, for they borrowed 17,000 tomans from the Iniperial Bank of Persia on the 
security of the passport fees, and appointed Rahim Khan, the notorious Kurdish 
Chieftain, to capture and punish the Shakseven offenders. It seems to me improbable 


that they will sueceed in so short a time, ‘The mouey question alone will be a great 


© Also to Mr, Preece, $ No, 269, 
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difficulty, seeing that the compensation demanded for the families of soldiers murdered 
by Shahisevens during the past six months amounts to 80,000 roubles, or nearly the whole 
of the sum advanced by the Imperial Bank of Persia, and that there is, besides this, the 
indemnity to the widow of the murdered officer, and also the cost of moving General 
Snarsky’s troops to the frontier. No douby Rahim Khan will sueceed in extracting large 
payments from the Shabseven Chiefs, who are reputed to be wealthy, but it by no means 
follows that any considerable proportion will find its way to the Imperial Treasury, 

On the evening of the 26th instant Mushir-ed-Dowleh called at the Legation, He 
said he had just left the Russian Minister, and liad found him inclined to be unyielding. 
Persian offical aceounts showed that the Russian officer had brought his fate on himeel 
for he had fired the first shot, and that in killing him the Shalisevens might be said to 
haye acted in selflefence, Tn any ease, the Russian troops had more than avenged his 
death, for they had burnt at least two villages besides Belyasevar, and had killed a large 
number of people, and done damage to property said to’ execed 40,000 tomans, ‘The 
Persian Government, in the circumstances, thouglit that the only just means of atriving 
at a settlement was by appointing a Joint Commission of Inquiry, M.de Hartwig had 
declined to listen to such a suggestion, and had insisted on the general acceptance of 
the Russian terms, five of which he described as absolutely essential, Mushir-ed-Dowleb 
asked me what T thought the Persian Government should do, 1 said that my knowledge 
of the facts was too vague for mo to express any opinion on the rights and wrongs of 
thecase, “The Shabsevens appeared to Mve luen attacking and killing the Russian 
frontier posts in order to steal the rifles, and the Persian Goverment had done nothing, 
as his Excellency admitted, to put an end to these outrages, in spite of the oft-repeated 
protests of the Russian Legation, At last came the murder of the Russian officer, 
which caused the pent-up exasperation to vent itself, and, if the Persian accounts were 
correct, the Cossacks had ‘seen red." ‘The Russian’s want of self-control might have 
put them in the wrong at the Inst, but the original fanlt lay with the Persian Govern. 
ment. However that might be, the Russian Government was evidently in earnest, and, 
as Persia was perfectly powerless, it seemed ti» me that her best course would be to 
agree in principle to the Russian demands by making every effort to full them in the 
stipulated time, to conciliate the friendly feeling of Russia, and trust to her sense of 
justice 10 come to a final and equitable settlement, As for a Mixed Commissi 
Trathier sympathized with the Russian Minister if he had declined, as L und 
entertain the propos at present, for experience in Persia showed that they rarely led 
to any definite result, 

Ttold M. de Hartwig, who happened to call on me the next morning, of the advice 
Thad ventured to give, and he was good enough to express his thanks for it, From his 
language T was led to think that he was quite conscious that the excesses of the 
Cossacks lind put him ina rather awkward position, and that the severe terms of the 
ultimatum were searcely justifiable, He cannot conceal from himself that the Persians 
haye legitimate grounds for indignation, if not, indeed, counter-claims for compensation, 
and he would, think, be glad to find a way of retreat from the dificult. position in 
which the action of the military authorities lias placed him, even if it should eventually 
involve agrecing to a Mixed Commission as suggested by Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

In spite of the deep feeling against Russia, the speeches in the Assembly have 
hitherto been strictly moderate ; but, in view of the intense excitement of the public, 
T think it unlikely that Persian Ministers will venture to accede formally to the Russian 
demands. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLIN 





(20069) No, 272. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received. June 11.) 
(No, 264.) 


Persian Government to Prince Imam Kuli Mirza, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith copy of an aide-ménoire which I have received from the Russian Government 
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stating the reasons for which they consider it preferable to decline M« 
request. 


(Gonfidential.) * 2 
T may adi that the head of the competent Department in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs told me that the Russian Government attached a great deal of importance to 
this Concession, and I understood him to say that there was some question of an 
oventual Russian monopoly of navigation on the lake, 
{ have, &e. 
sed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Inclosure in No, 
Aide-memoire communicated by Russian Government, May 24 (June 6), 1908. 


PAR un aide-mémoire en date du 18 (31) Mars, année cou te, !’Ambassade 
Britannique a bien voulu s’onquérir aupres du Ministire Tnpérial des Affaires Etrangeres: 
si le Gouvernement Ri e dos objections i ce que In Raison Sociale Stevens, de 

nine Coneo ition sur le Lac d’Urminh, donnée par 
‘san au Prince imam Kouli Mi 
Je Ministire a Phonneur de faire savoir A Am que, dans 
Yopinion dit Gouvernement Russe, tne application e des termes de la Co 
vention du 18 (31) Aotit, 1907, peut seule contribucr i atteindre les buts que te 
Parties Contractantes avaient en vue en concliant cet Accord, et la moindre déviati 
i pourrait qu’en compromettre le succes; en outre, une observation 
ulations de la Convention pourrait former, i son avis, 
des précédents reurettables, également désavantageux tant pour Ia Grande-Bretagne 
que pour In Russie, Cest en vertu de ces considérations que le Gouvernement 
Imnparial s'est soizneusoment abstonu jusqu’an moment actuel, et compte stabstenir 
Vavenir, de toute demande de Concessions en fayeur de sujets de quelque Puissance que 


En consé attondu que le Tac d'Urn jer dans la zone 
prévue i An de la Convention, le Gouvernement Impérial considére qu'il 
Aorait préfrble que la demande de la Maison Stevens par rapport i la participation & 
Jn Concession de Navigation sur le Lae d’Urmiah fat déclinée, 


Saint-Pétershourg, le 24 Mai (6 Juin), 1908, 





(20261) No, 273, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 12.) 
(No. 138.) 

rupli) Tehran, June 12, 1908. 

‘A RAPID development in the situation here has taken place and the exc 
aygainst tle Shah is becoming very serious, M. de Hartwig, who feels great alan 
lis Majesty's sifoty, has sugested to M, Isvolsky at Reval by telegraph that the 
Rossian and British Legations be instructed to make an official representation to the 
Porsian Minister for Foroign Affairs to the effet that the two Powers are pledged to 

nin the present dynasty, and that in the event of its becon 
protect the Shalt b hey’ are prepared to do so. 

Nie view of the Russian Minister is that the present agitation is be 
by Ziles-Sullan, and is really fictitious; that Zil is aiming at the Regency and 

veniually the Thione. Further, he thinks that the Ministers and Parliament are quite 
roudy to believe that the Shah will work honestly on constitutional lines and have no 
s against His Majesty. 

My views do not comeide with those of M. de Hartwig. I am of opinion that the 
conviction of the Shab's innate hostility to the Constitution is ineradicable in the 
popular mind. ‘The people are anxious to be rid of him, and the Zil-es-Sultan is 
Accepted by them as offering the best hope for a restoration of order. 1 must however 

Innit tliat the Zi-es-Sultan is taking every advantage of the opportunity to further his 
own ends, 
‘That such a declaration as that proposed by the Russian Minister would erush the 





agitation in Tehran is, Tthink, quite possible, but it would be for a time only and its 
effect would probably be merely exasperating in the provinees, and I have no faith 
whatever in the possibility of a permanent reconciliation between the Shah and the 
people being brought about by it, As the Russian Minister says, however, it is more 
Dian probable that Ziles-Sultan would prove a far more formidable enemy than the 

present Shah to the Constitutio 
‘After explaining my views to the Russian Minister [told him that, in my opiniou, 
His Majesty's Government would not hold themselves pledged to support the dynasty, 
much less an val Sovereign, by their action in recognizing the successive heirs 
M. Isvolsky had stated moreover that the Russian Goyerament 

“comparatively indifferent which Shah reigns,” so long as order is restored (see 
ir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 267 of the 25th December, 1907). 

T do not anticipate that the 2 » armed attack on the Shah, but 
they have again collected in crowds embly and Mosque and talk of deposing 
him by vote of Parliament, ‘The Cossack Brigade have informed their officers that, 
thongh they will defend the Shak, they will not attack the people, so I do not think 
that His Majesty will take the initiative. 

informed by the Russian Minister that Chapehal will tender his resignation, 
ave consistently discouraged the idea of taking bast in the British Legati 
which has heen talked of, and now the people are thinking of going to the Ge 
Thear t rman Minister gives ambiguous replies when approael 
+ contiden 
» Minister looks on Zilees-Sultan as inimical to Russia and woo friendly 
this is one reason for his wish for a joint representation to provent: His 
jon to power. 
ade by Rus 
of Ttussia, and 
so strong is the conviction that’ Russia desires to assist His Majesty to crush the 
popular party: 
‘The proposed joint Declaration would, opinion, greatly intensify the distrust 
of us eugondered by the recent Agecement, and it is probable that the popular party 
would he driven to turn to Germany for help, 





(20262) No. 274. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 12.) 


(No. 139.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 12, 1908, 
MY telegram No. 128 of the 30th ultimo. Incidents on the Russo-Persian 
frontier. 
According to communication made to me by the Russian Minister, all Russia's 
nds have been accepted by the Persian Government. 
no Affairs Committee di dat one moment the advisability of 


invoking, in vi in ial Treaty, the intervention of 
German; 





[20261] No. 275. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No, 159.) 
(Telegraphic.) PB. Forviyn Office, sTune 12, 1908. 

PERSIAN situation. 

With reference to the telegram No, 138 from ‘Tehran, Mr. Marling’s views have 
iny entire coneurrence. 

In discussing the situation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs you 
should inform his Excellency that His Majesty's Government consider it of tho 
greatest importance that the policy of the two Governments should be in perfect 
accord, but that any action is strongly deprecated by us which might have the 
appearance of intervening in the internal affairs of Persia. His Majesty's Govern- 
ment are therefore unable to agree to make the communication which the Russian 
Minister has suggested, 

‘There is much similarity in the present situation to that which prevailed in the 
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month of December last, and His ’s Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran will be 








instructed to follow the line of action indicated to him on the 25th December, in 
which Mf, Isvolsky concurred, subject to a single amendment, which was subsequently 
No. 





Aedopted by Tis Majesty's Government. (Refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 269 
of last. year.) 
We wonld si 
lis Majesty 
in, bat the only Ww 


ilar instruetions, 
oration of order in 
the formation of a 





t that the Russian Minister should receive 
ment ardently desire to witness th 
i which this can be accomplished is b 

































Government to which the Persi s their full confidence and support. 
‘Phis consunmati ituation is allowed to develop without 
external interfer at, though the situation might he 


the two Powers intend to maintain 
overament, sovious difficulties in the future would be thereby 
i Russi nid that no solution would be afforded of the 

nt, Moreover, much resentment would he aroused i 
Porsin against the two Powers, and the Persians would be driven to turn to a thin 
Power for support. ‘The best way of securing our common interests in this part o 
the world is by acting in such a fashiion that the Persians will reeognize us as their 
protectors, On the other and, any attompt to impose on. then. any particular form 
Hf government will undoubtedly endlanger those interests, 








jnomont: ieved by a joint declar 





the present dynasty 
rented both foro 
problem of Persian gove 

































(19675) No, 276. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreiyn Office, June 12, 1908. 
‘roy to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
ising copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
‘Mehran,? py of a despatch fron His Majesty's C 
ral at Tishiro on the subject of Norsvegian Consular representation at that, 
Sir B. Coy would be glid to learn the views of Viscount Morley respectin 
proposal Major Cos’ despatcli that it might be adyisable to approach the 
Tap its with a view to tle appointinent of British subjects 
fas Consular Representatives of those countries. 














ate for India, the 



























am, &e, 


if 
oil) LOUIS MALLE’ 








{19453} No, 277. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, June 12, 1908. 
wittl © to provions correspondence on the subject of red oxide con: 
cession on the Island o nthe Persian Gulf, Tam directed by Secretary. 
to tiansmit to you, to be Inid hefore the Som of State for India, the 
accompanying copy of Ilis Maj ‘Affaires at ebran.t 
Tam to state that Sit B, Grey would be glad’ to receive an expression of Lord 
Morley's views on the suggestion that the representative of the British Company 
should apply for concession to the Sheikh of Shargal through the British authorities. 
am, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 











































(19571) No. 278. 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 12, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the tant respecting the situation which has arisen in connection with the 
rection of buildings by your Company at Shellilieh, near Shuster. 
















+ No. 236. 
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Tam to inform you, in reply, that the circumstances of your complaint haye been 
communicated by telegraph to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran, who has 
been authorized to take such action in the matter as he may deem advisable, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLET. 





[20395] No. 279. 
Mr. Hawkins to Sir T. Jackson.—(Communicated by Sir T, Jackson, June 13.) 


My dear Jackson, Tehran, May 30, 1908. 
Kernanshah Custons.—There is no doubt whatever that the Russians have aright to 
receive and remit customs dues at Kermanshah, ‘The question is, when will the Russian 
bank open a branch there? Mr, Rabino’s opinion is that they are in no hurry, and it is 
undesirable to take steps to substitute the receipts of another southe port until the 
actual necessity arises, His opinion is probably influenced by his possible connection in 
the future with the proposed German bank, possibly by his marked propensity for letting, 
things drift. Any way, l can see no force in his arguments, and my inforination is that, 
they will open vory shortly, so we have approached Mr. Momard, the Belgian Head of 
the Customs, who gives me the impression of being steady, reliable man, Mx, Mornard, 
with whom I had a very friendly talk, recognized the justice of our contention, and told 
me two days ago that he would approach the Minister of Finaneo on the matter, 
Unfortunately the Minister of Finance, Sani-ed-Dowleh, has again resigned, having 
‘ked violently in the Medjliss, one point on which he was gone for being that he 
ted the bank's claim on the Amir Bahadur Jang as a Government debt. 

However, the matter will be proceeded with when there is a Finance Minister. 

Thave suggested to Mr, Mornard that Bushire would be more satisfactory to us, 
‘Tho receipts for this port last year amounted to something, over 160,000/,, and 70,0001 
+ anuum would about cover our claims for interost, both direct and indirect. | At 
ohauumerah, the receipts of which are remitted by Lynch, we have no branch, ‘The 
Binder Abbas receipts, which are not very large, are remitted to the Tehran Govern- 

ab Jamshid, Bunder a place where a white man cannot exist, 
Speaking about Mohammerah reminds me that I have just heard that D'Arey has 
struck oil at a place some little distance from Mohammerah, which will no doubt benefit 
Jy from the discovery, and, if assured, we may have to consider the question of 


















































‘The Russian aim in handling the receipts at Kermanshah is doubtless to endeavour 
to retain not only the service of their Government loans, but: to pressure for 
thei wot claims, which are considerable, If they succeed in doing so, and we are 
ble to retain say 70,0002, pér annum for our claims, the Persian Government will be 
more straitened im means than ever, ‘That, is a very strong reason for moving now in 
the question of substitution rather than waiting until they actually feel the pinch. 

T can see no way out of the impsse excopt by a judicious increase im taxation 
or by asinall loan, Increased taxation would be to my mind preferable, but it is open 
to tle objection that the results would not be felt, for somo time, 1 am referring to 
increase on certain articles of import, T do not think that the proposed increase of tax 
on sugar or tea, which it is estimated to pi 400,001, por annum, would lead to 
much decrease in the consumption, as both articles universally and largely used 
by all classes that they have become one of the necessaries of native life, but the effects 
would possibly not be felt for some time, as imports under present. tariff would be 
hurried in before the change could equitably be made. 

‘The trouble re a loan would be that, uiless it were possible to have some foreign 
control over the expenditure, the proceeds would be frittored aw 

‘Their pride and distrust of anything approaching foreign control makes any 
arrangement of the kind difficult to attain, 

‘A scheine that has been privately discussed is the raising of a small loan, say of 
500,000]. on the security of the proposed surtux on sugar and tea, to euable them to 
bridge over the time until that surtax was effective, the proceeds to be applied in the 
main to the proper payment and officering of a force of either gendarmerie or soldiery 
to enable the Government to enforce the taxes in the country. 

Tthink that the Russian and British Goveraments would be disposed to advance 
the money if the guarantee against wastage could be arranged, but the Persians have 
now a profound distrust of both Powers, in view especially of the late Convention, 

{1530] = 3G 
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Customs —The customs receipts for the past year (1907-8) amount to 30,9) 
trams, say 600,001, an increase over 1906-7 of 5,031,681 krans, say 100,001. 

BE tie tolalireestpis thon Fro: tho Persia GUlP anioune to shy 17O,0U02, aud 
from Arabistan (Mohammcrali, Se.) 23,0001 

‘Whe amowut nieeessary to pay tie coupon on the Government loaus of 1900 to 1902 
from Tussi amount to say 180,001, 

Tv is only reasonable to suppose that there will be a falli 
for the present year, 















off in customs receipts 






Yours very truly, 
(Signed) VOR CRS 





SAR ILAWEKINS, 


Visiting: Director, 





(20422) 





280), 


Mr. O' Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 13.) 





St, Petersturyh, June 
Your telegram No, 159 of the 12th instant, 
T conyeyed to M. Isvolsky the views expressed in your above-mentioned tel 
Of which Tread the grenter part to him. M de Hartwig liad telegraph 
colleney suigesting, no the only means of proventhy the Shab from teh 
that the tivo Htepresentatives. should makes a eommanic 
for Fureigi Allaire (and also ty Use Modjliss) in’ sons 
félogran No. 188 of the 13th iustaut After discussing the matter at sonic length 
Mi, Tsvolsky suid that the most disturbing feature of the question for hin was to see 
te of the recent Convention iat of all that had passed between the tivo 
still wxisted the old disagrcomont between our respective countiies 

was anxious (o-maiit as nore fayourable 
to lier, vu the throne, while Great Britain lesirod ty follow a line of poliey of which 
the result. would Ie cussion fo power of Mie Ziles-Sultan, whose sympathies 
wore Hpitish, 1 Ilis Majesty's Govermment desired to avoid 
inter stitution of the Zil-es-Sultan for the Shah might have been 
De sono longer; 





SITUATION in, Porsi 






















indicated in Mr. 






























ph 
voluky laving,pyornised to examaine tlie question tore olosely 
to-night, {sent hin, at his request, @ summary of the views expressed in your telosgrain 
under reply, 

({opeated to Tehran.) 

















/20416) 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 13.) 
(No. 110) 
(Tale ae Tehran, June 13, 10S 





N in ‘olan, My telogram No, 137 of the ‘th instant. 
tly , at threat ofthe Shalt to use eannon agaiust them, the 
petsintled the Hnjumons to leive the Mosaue 

‘Mhorw have been no disorvors in the town throughout the ai 













sembly have 











(20421 | No. 





Mr, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June V1.) 
(No. 141.) 
(‘Teloraphie) P. 

FOLLOWING from Mr, Wrati 
il tosay -— 


Constantinople, June 1, 1908, 
. Urumia, No. 36, dated the 1th instant, aud 





ree 





“Tho Acting Russian VieoConsul and T made a joint representation to Tahir 
Pasha to-day regarding the outrages committed by Turkish Kuns, pointing out the 
responsibility of the ‘Turkish Government, He seenis entirely indifferent to the suffering 
caused, aud merely gave us vague assurances. 
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The Kurds ha 





again ent the telegraph, so Thaye hid! to send this telegram to 
sion. 

A lange force of Ki 
<illage situated 11 mile 
repulsed wiih loss. 
eirated numerous ou 
“Tr was decided today, at a meeting of ile French, British, American, and 
Russiay smissionaries, 10 address a letter to. the Consuls asking them to urge the 
authorities to put an end'to situation which has become iutolerable, They. say. that 
iv is dangorons for them to go outside the tov 

*As long as the devastation of the comntry, with the connivance or, at 
through the negligence of the ‘Parks, continues, it scems to mo to, be wor 
w talk of renevving the negotiations for the delimitation of the frontier.” 













attacks havo 
Mages and 


; but so far the 




















rate, 
thin useless 









f20869) 


Mr. OB sone to Si Rdwocd Grey.-—(Receive June 15.) 
(No. 5) 
naphic) P. S/, Potershurgh, sone V5, 1908. 
PERSIAN situa My immediately preceding telegram 
‘ved no dutinite yophy trom MF, Tsvolsky to my eommunieation, 
that the sireionstances will int necessitate an tno lint 


Te eee 
ind proposed by AL dis Myr 
Uke two Poweisiin 10072 uri oeoueulonebh Ne Valid ya: stingy 1 
As uy to. some oe Is thay wer ans thiveby nile 
ho ulits that such recownition is 
Ponaditaia thi) Shy ox his son: aw the 


to power would, ho says, he 
spl of British over Russian inflaonco, and he 
possibility 
nit to 'Polurn,) 





No, 281. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 15.) 

M1.) 
eeaphic.) B. Tehran, June 15, 1908 
SITUATION. Telegram No. 05 from St, Petersburgh 
Following is Confidential : 

From the Russian Minister for Foreign Affair's hingnage to Mr O'Beirno, it seems 

ar that M. de Hartwig is reporting that Zil-es-Sultan’s protensions are at Teast 
ountonanced by Tis Majesty's Legation, aud it would not surprise me if he produced 
a lengthy list of alleged proofs. His reports have no foundation whatever, ‘Though 
no doubt Zil-es-Sultan tries to ereate the contrary tinpression, he knows perfectly well 
that i design Shah I receive no, Support frou 
nderstand it 10 he 
of the 2t 


sah wil probally desir to remove Zl Stan fron Shira an Bar 
de plunged into renewed disorder. I should wish to try to prevent it, but if 
lo will desist from doing so. 
tor has given the Shab, in his struggle with the Medjliss, 
constant and almost avowed support. ‘This is in marked contrast with the attitude of 
absolute neutrality of His Majesty's Legation, which has been so rigilly observed as to 
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create in some quarters a belief that the constitutional movement }ias not th 
of His Majesty’s Government, and is lil 
iy His Migje 


mpathy 
ly to impair the influence for good possessed 











ah, on the security of the crown jewels, is 


borrowing money from the Russian Bank, as he did in December last. 











(20422) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No. 161.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Forcign Office, June 15, 1908, 
PERSIA, 






Your langnage respec -es-Sultan, as reported in your telegram No, 95 
Of the 18th instant, is proved by His Majesty’s Government, There are 
how absolutely no political nis hetween us and the ‘Zil-es-Sultan, and, unless 
i hall previously been come to with Russia, we should never give our support 
to him or to any other candidate for the throne, Tt was agreed last December that, 
if the Shah should seck heip or refuge, his life should he saved, but that mo inter= 
vention should take place with the obj him on the throne, 

Tam convinced, for the reasons whi ein my former telegram, that the 
Host couse is fo limit our action in this way; otherwise we may become burdened 
With the responsibility of maintaining in Persia an unpopular Government whieh is 
resented by the people, Such a position would hayes most unfavourable effect upon 
the pres fluence in Persia of both Powers, have given expression to these 
view on with the Russian Ambassador, 

Trequeat thine you will make a similar communieation to M. Isvolsk: 
ayail yourself of the opportunity to point out that third parties have 
interest in sowing distrust hetween ourselves and Russia, We trust, ho 
‘any reports that he may hear to tho effect tht we are encouraging the Z 
in his pretensions to the throne will not receive eredence. 













































over, that 
Sultan 








(20811) No, 286. 


Sir Edivord Grey to Count de Salis, 
(No. 160.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, 1908. 

VII Corman Ambassador, in the course of a visit to-day, asked mo whether I had 
eon Sir Char linge s! roturiy from Reval 

Tsaid 1 st seen hin, and he lid xiveu me of all that had 
fussed, which, however, E had not yet had tne to read thi But 1 told Count 
Metiorniels that the things which Hind heen discussed were matters of det 
such conutries as Persia, aud arising out of the A\ 
roliting to Macedonia, ‘These were all things the nature of which w 
Governments. 

L thought wo we 
totes woul now be ¢ 
views, 

T observed thit some of the press it 
Hocarise the King was meeting the C2 
that the Gorman Eniperor hl 

Connt Met adinitted th 
Init there was in some quarters ee 
visit, 

T told! him there was no reason for an 
mont was going to be sprung upon the world 
T thought, however, that the effect of the i 
apparently wore very pleased with it. 


















uslo-Russ 





known to other 








ractically in aye 
uv up and sent tot 





1 I hoped that 
ng Our joint 











jermany seemed to have been displeased 
was very unreasonable, seeing, 
several tit 









on, 
pprehicusion regarding the King’s 














Tima, &e. 
(Signed) B, GREY. 


(20812) No, 287. pare 


Sir Bdward Grey to Count de Salis. 





Foreign Office, June 15, 1908, 
* COUNT METPERNICH told me to-day that he thought the news from Persia 
bad. 
I said it was not satisfact 
rnment might not last twen! 
Count Metternich observed 
going to do away with the Medjliss, 
T told him that this was what people said, but for all that the trouble might pass 
as it had done hefore. 








But last Christmas we were told that the Shah's 
four hours, 


it this time it was apparently the Shab who was 





Gori 












awa, 





Tam, é 


{Sisned) |. GREY. 








{19680} No. 288. 


dard Grey to Mr. O' Beirne: 
No. 161.) 
ir, Foreiyn Office, June 15, 1908, 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 14i}v ultimo on the subject of the 
security for the advances of the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Banque des Prots to 
the Peisiau Goverment, I transmit to you the accompanying copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty's Chargéd’Affniresat Tohrin,® fron which ivappoars that the Administrator 
of Customs is willing to make arrangements whereby the scrvieo of the allvauces made 
by the Imperial Bank will be secured on the receipts of one of the Gulf ports. 

T have to request that you will mention to the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs the lines on whieh this question will probably be setiled, 

Tam, &e, 
Gigned) hi, GRRY. 


(20731) No. 289, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 16.) 


‘TUE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complimonts to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Fore by direction of Viscount Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the informati Siatw, and with reference 10 
letter from! the Boreign Of 20th ultimo, copy of aw telegran to, the 
‘eros, dated the 12th June, regarding the Sheikh of Mol and the Bakhtiari 


India Office, June 15, 1908 


Tnelosure in No. 289. 


Viscount Morley to the Gorerament of India. 


Initia. Office, dune 12, 1908. 
see despatch No, 97 from His Majesty's Charyé-d'Afiaites at Tehran and 
his telegram No. 57 to you, regarding the Bakhtiari Ki sammerah. 
It is proposed that the general assurances alre ted to the 
kh, ani that he should be informed that they: w in respect 


ber, 1903, 





1 De 





from Sir 
‘This should suilice as regards exter 
fringement of Persian integ 





1 aggression, cvpled with w statoment that 
ity, which His Majesty's Government is. pledged to 





© No. 285 


[1580] 311 
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inaintain, would be involved by such aggression. I should be glad to learn your views 
as to the terms, if any, in which our formal assurance could safely be strengthened, in 
respect of encroachments by the Tehran Government on the Shei 
dutonomous status, Having regard to recent unsatisfactory behaviour of Bak! 
| Khans towards British enterprise in their territory, it is thought that they would be 
likely to use any oud assurance of friondly sympathy for the purpose 

¢ Persian Government and ourselves. Your views on 





(20796) No. 292. i 











Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June V6.) 





P, Tohyain, June VG, 1908. 
TURCO-1 a ERSLAN frontier: Mr, Wratislaw’s telegram No. 36 of the Lith instant. 
Similar reports have been received from the Russian Consul, who adds that the F 
n Commissioner seems more than ever disinclined to avail himself of the 
and xood offices of the two Consuls Sigs ane not wanting here 
of the two Powers to give effe 





Ities between t 
‘are requested, 
























rst. 





1 


Constantinople in order to prevent intrusion of a third Poy 


ergetic 





tops shold he taken at 
in the question, and that 
ler to convince Persia of onr benevolent intentions such action is particularly 
le at the present moment, 


Mir. O° beine ty Sir Kdirnrd Grey—(Received June 16.) 





2 Sh. Petersburgh, June 16, 1905. 
MURCO=PERSEND fronti 
During our interview yesterday M. Lavols 









spoke iva serious way of the situation 
















il ‘i f207 No, 203. 
1 at Urumin The entire responsibility curring was attributed by his 20796) No. 
| Paxealloncy to ty husks an he ey involent atinule uf the Riesitiondt sig Rie iaile 





i had bern nade on a Russian mission in th 
ably annoyed hy these events, but 


new to then 





ity of Urumia, 
‘au loss as to the steps whi 





ale 
RCO-PERSIAN fron 
I should be glid to 
Mr M 








I} 





eign Off 





June 16, 1908. 





er. 





fear M. Isvolsky’s views on the subject dealt with in 
ing’s telegram No. 143, 
















|} [20807| No. 201 






[19694) No, 2441. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kdwaid G 





y—(Receivvd June 16.) 









Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 









raphic.) P. Tehran 
POLUPICAL. situations My telezrai Noo 138 of the 12th inst 
4 The Rnssian Minister, in teply to M. Tavolsky’s request for observations on the 
i ation nade by Mr. O Reine, his reported that the Shh may Ne assassinated 


June 16, 1908, 









i 





ign Office, June 16, 1908. 
T HAVE reeeived your despatch No, 128 of the 21st ultind, relative to, the 
promises obtained from’ the Persian Minister for Foreign Aifhirs by the French 

ospectiny thiee matters whick hw hud for sone 



































me heen negotiating 

Nnsvaotrevtedlagelhestumemstealtintaniyeeateererntes ee (Meallegna eee : Heap aL I 

] Siti disordors will then sorises anil thar this is prec Y With reference to the grant of a subyention for the French school, whieh 
ftended toavert hy making our ayrecniont for the recoxmition of suecessive of the poiuts under discussion, T haye to request you to. inform me whether, in 

‘ tlhe thieon é ion, any advantage would he gainel by the foundation of an English school at 

) M, slo Martie cioserts that ¢ es-Sultan would at once abandon os if 






rail, which should also ree 
so, whether 





sub) 


ion from the Persian Government, 
such a scheme would have a 


Wy chanee of acceptance. 
Lam, &e 
(Signed) B, GREY. . 





i Hiocame Roget or asconusod the throne, aud would turn to t 
ie would! contract i loan, sivinge a uanutee on his 1 
the Russian this anos 1 (90,000 tomans, which h 
in fidin, 1 be 
Hooda Pat eh Mig aS TORE 
faet Hat Jotal-od-Dowlelt was constantly 
would! ive me no reason for susp that 





. with whom 
According to 
asserts are invested 

























800,000, in India. 
ierman Legation, M. le Hartwig 











20816) No. 2 








ig is Very confidential : 


that the Rus 
at all risks, h 


rgument, 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey.— (Received June 17.) 


1, appears. toa 
fet ann iS 
wie thint his 
fron 





tw 
If possible, with our co-operation. Tt sects to 





inv his one trump 





Constantinople, dune 16, 108. 







X frontier, 
1 reference to Mr, Marling 
ed «call from the Persian Ainbassador this alte 
ni to the serious state of allairs on the Turco-Pey 
had sent hin a Report, the substance of whi 
law's telexram No. 36 11th instant, but 
anger pe reateneil. 
Mini irs, in an interview which Tad with him yesterday, 
said, on mny remarking on the Kurdish depredations, that if the Kurds were to be 
restrained troops would have to be employed, and Persia would certainly object to this: 














ally that the Zil-es-Sult 


Was Ger 








13 of toalay, 




























jan fv 
was the same as 
added that he himself 









is litle hope of 
jit declaration, is xiving the S ud liopes to erush the 
so sire His Majesty's position, The resolute energy which the Shah 

wving against the nis is so unusiual as to warrant this belief: 









ringing about the 
| sijuuras 
| $ at presont 
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No. 296 Any Government ich is known to depend for support against its own 
subjects on foreign aid will certainly be held in abhorrence by the Persians. Public 
Mn. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived June 17.) opinion in this country would vy such a situation unfavourably. ‘To avoid being 
ane committed to interference in the intorygl affairs of Persia is, therefore, my sole ai 
P. St, Petersburgh, June 17, 1908. 
YOUR telegram No, 159 of the 18th June = Crisis in Pers 
Lam informed by M, Tsvolsky that he has prep ous for M. de Hartwig 7 ; 
ty the affeet that no deckiration ean he made such as the latter proposes, but that he (20814) Ne 300; 
should, in conjunction with Mr. Marlin similir course to that ‘pursued last 








aber with regard to the Ziles-Sultan, i ‘ 
Me fevolsky will ask your concurrence in these instructions, if the Emperor (No, 164,) 
SMe says that Mr, hed attitude with regard to the (felegraphic.) P. Foreign Offiee, June 17, 1908. 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 












approves. th 






| Shith's difficulties has the effeet of promot ji s ind he WITH reference to your telegram No, 97 of the 16th instant on the subject of the 
| Atrongly OF opinion that something mst he done to strengthen the Shah's position as frontier dispute between Porsia and Turk 





the hasful Rule 
In reply. to his Rixcelleney, 1 said that 
people Mix Marti gl at atti 





‘The Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs may be informed that there are 

Ities in the way of our assuming the initiative in this matter at present, because 
British interests are not so far directly afl lispute is. beyond 
four range of action. ‘The importance of showi fans that inca 
aggression they will receive support is recognized by Hix Majesty's G 
fa0801) No. 207. A Isvolsky decides that the monient has arrived at which pressure must be brought to 
‘ bear on the Porte, le may count upon loyal and cordial support from us: 





tho conflict between the Shah and the 


of striet newt 





iad anainiti 














Mr, Marling to Sir Udged Grey—(Received June 17.) 








} fiMeraphie) Tebonnsane V7, 10 Re 
1 WU IRSIAN Militry Attach in Seisn (21010) No. 802, 
to tiny telograns Noo ds of the Lith Bobrairy last Mis Maj 





































Fea une Tecan tntarnwd by hie Rinskiancolfensice thitt.a/M a Messrs, Ellinyer anil Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received June 18.) 
suv aippointed norouitly he i= fo replace the dragomar 
| Veen appointed My iyi v ae Dear Sir, 28, Oaford Street, Manchester, June 16, 1908, 
} tN, doe hex, Colonel on the Stat of the General Commanding in WITH further reference to ours of the 2tth April this year, we beg to inform you 
i PeeR TCU etal iach peee a addi as that for the reasons which we have explained to'y yy find it undesir 
4 Bea ST SES Nth et rests of all concerned to continueworking thisoxide business through Messi 
1 Co,, Limited, and that we may find it necessary either to place t , 
to agree to this, in the himds of Messrs. Andrew: Weir 
(20908) No. London, who haye steamers trading regularly with the 
Ae to sell ourselves on behalf of the Mo an, We 
Mr, Marliny to Sir Edioard Grey (Received June V7.) obliged ify ek ‘Tehran of th 
J ene acquainted with the state of affairs, as in the present political position in Persia we 
i atthe 7 DR ENe he think it is desirable we should be in a position to inform the Mouintudjar that the 
ication. Mycrdlegrne No, VS ofthe AGA anne: British Legation in Tebran and His Majesty senivant’ of the fuet 
rant ; Silt Me it Hg re Soe Be ae ne ne nt ae that the contract jot continue in ist ; ek and aH 
ofall (hes priveipad towns hay buen sant to hina, and he, fins sent: replios njoitiny our pI i with the henevolent 
Taine, —Aecomling. to Uis Majesty's Siting Consul, his Highness does not meditat sn e erstand lie would receive, from His Majesty's Legation 





; Thies (hain frightening thy Shaly by: Tis present attitude. 





in Tehran in case of for: 





nterference witli his concession at Ormu 







i Ministor for} Mtlairs: sient thins badly of the situ Sa 
ellsane that tolegrums are pouring in from the provinces denouncing Shee SELINGER’ axb’Co. 
FE eee a Leinge aopte hy Papunenty shih (Signed) BLLINGER axn Co, 


Infge Alice Danloh and the tyo otlier prisoners 10 trial and! so. give proofs of his 
Feet vdcthe Constitution, lait the Shalt seoinis reluctant to assent to this proposal, 
‘wo Teuding members of an haportant Anjumen have been arrested hy His 
AN Hee beadvtige large ests pay t0 in Cossacks, hongle it is said th 
io Rnssian Hank, to iny certain knowledge a avealthy: Ps 
KM (No. 144) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, June 18, 1908. 
THAVE received the following from Mr. Wratislaw at Urumia, No. 85, dated 











(21050) 











Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 











the 9th June, and received here to-day = 
(21129] 
ara Gre ATO ‘Tahir Pasha is expected to arrive here this evenin, 
Sir Eduard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. “The Acting Russian Vice-Consul had au interview today with the Persian 
i (iia) orsign Office, dune V7, 1908: Commissioner, who affirmed that he had never received instructions to ask our opinion 
( ii “oveign Office, June 17, 10S. 





with regard to the proposals which he is to put before the Turkish Commissioner 
My own opinion is that it would be injudicions to press this point too closel 





RIX. Nothin has been nor will be done hy ns t0 apset the: present Shab 
Nvent of tie aftiation setting beyoud the coutrol of the Shab, will the 
‘You may give wy persoual assurance 




















(21129) No. 302%. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey, 





(Received June 18.) 
























e 

(Pelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, dine 1S, 1908. 
Ai ISVOLSKY, to whom 1 communieated the contents of your telegram of 

yesterday pts your assurance. ‘The difficulty, however, lies in t 

iat his y holieves that if we continue to follow a poliey of cx 

abstont Jity, suc a course will contribute towards bringing: the 

Sultan (o power, and this is an ew lity to which he is strongly opposed. Public 






Upinion ii Russia would, he says, bitterly resent i for the 
telegram No 96 of the Lith inst and the effver of our A, tf Ouee 
troyed M. Tsvolsky rexards the question in a very serious light, as Th 
ays that it reveals a dangerous disagreement between the two Powers. His Excellen 
fuplios as folloves to tlie arguments whiell T ase as to the consequences: whiels would 
iis frou inte . Tn the first place, hie says that 
Ah present sititio 

Homients on the legit 
tho people In the 
interference is needed 


ons which T gave in 
ment woul 

































indorstoad thal they stand for the inaintonsiey of the, SI 
this: could be done through their two Representatives at Tehran. 
(hat, considering the predominant position of Great Britain and Rus 























is tho least that the niu should thay wot sl one 

kinds of intrigues and plots 

ay ran tha ote gov Folaions maybe lector iF we eontinne to follow a tine sich 
M, Invilsky considers favourable: to the: 








(21051) No. 305. 


Me Gi. Bucelay th Sir Biwirit (rey, —(Recnwed June 19) 






ape) De Constantinople, ane 1S, 100%, 
OLLOWING from Mr Wratistav, Uramia, No. 35, dated the 1th June, and 
ived ton 









1 
umber of Persian p 
Kurilish raids. He proposed a mumber of measures for the restoration of t 





ha camo to sce me this evening and told ane that he had arrested a 
Villagers who confessed that they had taken part in the ree 


nguillity, 
ner to 








whieh seem to be 
cononr in them, wi 





sound, and he has: 
we will lo.” 


‘kel ns to advise the Persian Com 











(21146) 





Mr. G, Burelay to Sir Edioard Grey. (Received June 18.) 

No, 110) 

elowraphic) V Gi 
FOLLOWING from Mr Wratishis, Urumia, No. 

reeeived to-day : 





istantinople, June 1), 10S, 
7, dated the 15th dune 








‘tho Kurds, wh 
repair of the tol 

“Ou the 12th i 
Vieo-Cousnl, and mysell ti 
3 Tahine did note 





6 massed on the hills to theyorth of the town, are preveuting 
ph wire and have killed. one and wounded another operator 
sioner invited Tahir Pasha, the Russian 
aun iuquity lie w i 
; but sent Mendon. 
that thoy had hoen-attueked and 
in Kurds, ‘his is 1 believe, true, bit in ome 
‘wore Porsians assisted Dy Sunnis and: Kurds who have settled tempors 
part of the Baranduz district 
Yesturday the Russian Viee-Consnl anil L took Tahir 1 
mniding country, He had denied that there lid been a 
hin to-aevompaniy ts, and we went to the Christiay village of Batakr 
had to acknowledae lad been completely plundered, sunt awe proved fo bitn that wonen 
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had been ravished, three men killed, and the churches broken into and looted. We 
then went on to Ardeshai, south-east of Uruinia, which is now deserted, but we were 
able to show him the corpses of a munber of Kurds who had been killed in the attack, 
We then rode through a large tract of country which is entirely deserted and found 
tmces of Kurdish activity on every hand. Tain Pasha was forced to admit that a raid 
Fad taken place, bnt declared that no Turkish Kurds had taken part in it-and that iv 
had been organized by the Persiau in order to discredit him, 

* To the north the situation has again become extreme 
Salmas has reported that three days ago the Turkish Ges 
and told the Kurds that henceforth iv and Kale Charik belonged to? 
attitude is, in my opinion, most usitish she 


Teannot sce the slightest resnlts, . 


Key 

400s on promising to intorven 
©The town of Urumia itself is quiet at present, though there have been some slight 
disturlunces, Yesterday a number of eattle were lifted less than 2 miles a 





(21149) No. 305, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Rairard Grey.—(Recoived Dune 19.) 


Very Confidential.) 
) P. 
k 


Toran, June 19, 1908. 
y to-day telexmms Nos. 96 and 98 from St, Pet 
respecting the proposed joint warning to Ziles-Sultan, Tam 
result of such action, ‘The effect desired hy Russia will he produe 
for it will he ation of the two Governnicnts in 

yy be used, and the helief of thie 
people in B Iship would he sti 

Zil-es-Sultan, who is very shrewd, will, mores that 


policy of non-inte 
nd lie does not helivve t ssin will act alone ‘The elfect of the wamniny 
nild consequently he ve 
jou will 1 iis 8 soon as it is discovered thay the 
ne of blu (which must happen sooner ov tater), whi 


Russians of havinsy i the Shah. 


{19943} No. 806. 





Mr. Mullet to Medhi Khun. 


Dear Mehdi Khan, Foreign Office, June 19), 1908. 
TAM much obliged for your letter of the (th instant, inelosing notes on the 
principal points of your obsérvations of the preceding day respecting the frontier 
questions with Russia and ‘Turk 
Hlis Majesty's ¢ Hieard that the Persian Goyernment have 
usin demands. 


thiere does not appear to he much hope of a settlement on the spot. 
Tau, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE 





(21374) N 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 20 
(No. 147.) meee 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 20, 1908, 
POLIMICAL situation, My telegram No. 145 of the 17th instant. 


No satisfactory reply has been maie by the Shah to the demand made by 
Parliament for a proof of ‘his intention to adhoie to the Constitution, and Mis Majesty, 
seems indisposed to make one, 
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ament, and it 





sported that 800 men have loft Tabreez to support the Pa 
at at Tspahani a contingent is preparing to start, 

Teis probable that this is less alariaing than would appear at first 
impression may be produced upon the Shab. 
The, Enjumens are reassembling at the mosque to-day 
‘ciosed for the last week, but the town is quiet. 





It is 
it said 








it, but an 








Bazaars have been 











*21671) NOBUS 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No. 172) 


(Velegraphic,) 2. Foreign Office, June 20, 108. 


Yestorday’s date, and your 


















PHRSIA, With reference to your pr 
Jelogeams Nos, 97 and 98. 
{io telegrams from Me fsvolshy, which are practically i » substance with 





fave been communicated to we by the Russian Ambassador, 













Ifthe Minister for Voreign Atfains considers i ¥y that some action should 
beetaken, Tame roady to send mstrictions t0 Tis Majesty re at Tehran to 
avaddressing to the Zikes-Sultan a warning similar to th 





join his Russian colle 
xiven last Christ If this action is alopted, the Rep 
Hid inforin the Shah of the step taken, and should advise fajesty, in the interests 
Of his own s¢ he hrons to abstain from acting ina manner hostile to the 
Constitutional parly aud the Medjlis, or ay alljovents not to expect to he protected by 
citlen of the two Powers from 3 iqueees whieh, may. ensue from stich ation. 
Th aw M, Isvolsky fears, silence may receive the interp 

favouring the sr eoure which we have no desire to alopt—it is 
fet th towards the Shah, combined with a warning to the 
ray bo reganted, when pit is given to the matter, as the assumption 

1 ae hectily tothe Constitutional party. {eis possible that the Shab himself 


place this interpretation on such action: 


two Pow 



















we are 












crisis, sila 





fan 
ight 












(21688) No. 809. 


Mc Farol) to, Count Benekendor()e— (Communicated by Count Benckentord, 
June 21, 1905.) 


Saint-Péterstourg, le 6 (19) Juin, 1908. 
Garammes de Mf. Hartwig contenant des détails 
s Kurdes et sur les mouvements des troupes 


(iiélégraphique.) 
AJB vous communique deux (¢ 

flarmants su les exeds commis par 

‘Marques sur tersitoive T 

Nt Hartwig et Aba, Musing sexpriment en faveur dune pression énergique & 
exercer Ae Constintinople dans Te but de prouver i la Perse que les deux Puissances ne 
oe it pas. aes, interbls aver indifférence ct sont protes 2 relover auprés de la 
corals nagbeorments agressita do 14 Curquie, Les deux Représentants pensent que 
port Himes de la Perse dans Pentente Anglo-Russe ven verrait notablement fortitice: 

Pauen chté, Mr. O'Beirne me dit que le Cabinet de Londres partage cette 
pinign et nous promet Yappui Ghergique du Gourernement Britanaidue povt 
Thession A exercer sur la Poste, Nous eroyons quiil n'est plus possible de retarder 
cette démarche. 

Sse nas informations, les Kurdes ont en une semaine brilé huit villages et 
ne dutite Cinétionie. Las troupes Turques avancent en plein tevritoire Dersan, His 
va peep Sulduz et plusiours autres points et méme apparaissent ausst Ioin que les 
districts do Salmas ot Somais, au nord «’Urmie. 

eee tures mient toute solidarité avec les excds des Kurdes, 11 est pourtant 
igielle dadmettre toute excitation du moins indirecte, le nombre des troupes 
virques Gtant tout 2 fat sullissnt pour supprimer les désordes. 

Hee lee informer Sir Edyvard Grey que nous considérons qu'une pression sur la 
Porte eat devenue indispensable, que des instructions dans ee sens ont ét6 expélides A 
AE Naidoit et que nous espérons qu‘il voudra bien donner des instructions dans le 
game seus au Chargé d’AMaires Britannique, 

‘as instructions portent sur les excds des Kurdes et sur les mouvements des 
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troupes Turques sur ferritoire Persan, M. Nélidoff est chargé d'ajouter que nous 
avons ferme espoir que le Gouvernement Ottoman, reeonnaissant le bien-fondé de nos 
plaintes, expéiliera aux Comuandants Tures sur pliee des instructions les plus 





(21279) No, 310: 


, Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 21.) 
ioe Bee yP 
“elezraphic.) P. Tehran, June 2 . 

POLITICAL situation, Your telegram No, 115 of the 20th instant. ee 

T presume that if the proposal joint representation to the Shah wore agrewl to 
by the Ru: Government, M. de Hartwig and myself would be instructed to make 
substance thereof known authoritatively ina manner similar to that adopted by us in 
December 1907, otherwise our action might be represented as having Neen taken in 
joint support of the Shah (see my despatch No. 283 of the Bist Di ember, 1907). 

As however, joint action of any kind which might produce the impression of a 
Declaration in favour of the Shah is out of the question, [ani disposed to think that 
Russian Minister on seeing this will prefer to refrain from such action and to continue 
to trade on fear of Russian interve oneral, It svems to be possible 
that the Russian Minister, recoxnizi nger that the true position of affairs 
nay le revealed, intends to counsel con attitude to the Shah in the future. 
He has already hinted to me that this is his intention, 

_ An honest and consistent ur on the part of the Russian Legation to 
induce the Shah to work on constitutional conciliation of public opinion 
towards Rusia by effective action in the PureosPorsinn frontion dispute is; in my 
opinion, the sole chance of a peaceable solution ‘ 





(21366) 


Mr. G. Barclay ta Sir Edvard Gy 
No. 310.) 
ir, o rains sine V1, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which Lhave received 
from tho Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, requesting me to furnish im with 
1 ussy sand the Subli and Mirza 
i 1 Envoys in 847 
given by this Embassy t-Colonel Williams, 
C i n 1848. 
formed his Higl J would refer the matter to you, as the archives 
sy" do not go b jer than 1852, and T should be glad to kuow what 
to Prince Mirza Khan 
Thaye, & 
(i, BARCLAY, 


Prince Mirza Risa Khun to Mr, G. Burelay, 


: Ainbassuile de Perse, Constantinople, 
Mle Ministre, le 5 Juin, 1908. ee 


Traité d 
Je me permets d'ajouter que je possede di ‘copies des notes des Représentants 
de li Grande-Bretague et de la Russie adressées a la Sublime Por plenty 
(1580) 3K 
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projet de Traits ny date du 26 Avril, 1847, et di jer, 1848, insérées 
dans le He avGhimne des“ Actes Tuternatiouaux de Empire Ottoman ” de Gabriel 
Pffendi Noradoungh =e ate 

Bn outre, je désin avoir la copie de linstrnction donnée par !Ambasside de 
Ja Grande-Bretagne au ntenant-Colonel Williams, Délégué de. irandd 
Mla Commission Miste, instruction insérée dans le Livre Blew sub No. 2 en 1 

‘Tout en yous Te iant d’avance, venillez, ec. i p 

(Signe Prince MIRZA RIZA KHAN. 





(21292) No. 312 


Mrs O'Beimne to Si Eduard Grey —{ Received June 22.) 
(No, 270.) 
Si. Petersburgh, June V6, 1 
queogdinee (ith the instmetions contined in your telegram No. 1 
12th inst Lcalled-on the following dig on the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
vory fully before lite your views: 15 to: to attitude whieh should he observed by the 
F caaytitives of the two Powers in Persia in the present, crisis, re the 
part of your teleygnun te bia Mz Tsvolshy Tal ty Tay tileggram from Me dee Hartwig. 
Theaubatance of whigh fis repeated to ane, p tthe two f 
rake a communications i “i Mr. Marling's 
Parsi Ministers, anil also ttle 1 the two Powers wer 
4) tis tint Mode Hartwig, represented this as being 
thes only possibile i sition, anil si a the 
Drespnitiyeitition Wits enti Shiltan, who: was: supply 
ue ail Hee tuaney: for it x 
M, lavolaky was evidently While filly appreciating the force of 
dane: agaist ac pulley of jnteevention inthe. internal alains of 
hy Mele Mariwig's very positive statement that jf tings 
Howat te it could be the fall of Mo iol MSI 
seul y remarked that he had: ne personal knowledge of Porsia, and must 
tcarngo at tanaa ance pe Hv sani scnssn He i tia what Me moet 
disliked its Hiv situation. was tise fact that, nyt st ist MH that hil taken phwe of 
Hite Hatwoen the two the old slisagteamont stl subsisted, as he saw, 
Tatoo Butane aud Russia in Bers, Wee proposed at nv whielk avout 
result ny gounktingg our ptt i Suluan, in, power, while Rissia wished 
api thiy prosbiny Shall, shy wits woes Hh tbe Tessin ‘Onathis prtnt Hiatie 
WAC Usieabse bits stil Ive abalt bee poet 0 cue lig lat is 
fueat had not the fajitest wish. to-see Mol ‘ATi Shab Uettaguied 
Sulu put iy his.) Sucka have been 
a i dius Teas betare the contltsion of thay Convention, bint we hic things to 
gain hy aw. What [lis Majesty's Goyermnent ie dived was tu avoid a step which 
liv vonunnit the two Poswers to an & Al intervention by force. Dthought at the 
eathayt Hie hiprsssion upon his Excelleney, though Ie re el that, 
wlth Wish Nhe resulta the enue which we proposed woul be to 
tthe dikessSiltin to powes, -Wheit [Jef his Faxcelleney-he promise! to think the 
tuition, ove th MI at his request 1 furnished bim with the subst 
ws in writing, 
then T have hid two further eonversttions swith ME Tavolsky, 
ly his views as to the possibility 
ning power i ity would he interpreted 
aa trimmph of British over Russi vould subini 
ine nade &p 
jue a alefinitive answer to my: comupunicati 
Rankl be iuelived to, propose, mn Tien of a dec 
Aroite Ltartviig that we should ive some sort of joint warning to Zi 
eee trthe two Itepresentatives lad. already, taken this course in December 
Who, Mle aryeued that it was 1 for the two Powers. to fold their anns and let 
veut itt Persia take their conte. fognizing the Valiahd as successor to.the 
vers in Te uruction in obtaining & pledge of loyalty fron the 
roi MSolyes ia a sense to. the present Shah. I pointed out, of course, that, to 
aes the Valiahdl as heirapparent was a very different thing from pledging 
eee st keep his father on the throne by foree of arms if necessary; and also that 





the promise of loyalty Sultan was merely the condition of the 
protection accorded him, However, M. Tsvolsky maintained that we were under a 
Vioral obligation to the present Ruler, which would not allow of our assuming a purely. 
attitude in the eri 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH OBEIRNE. 





[21293] 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Juie 22) 
(No, 271.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, dine 17, 1908. 
WITH refe dodiately preceding despateh of yestorday’s date, T have 
wwledge the receipt of your telegram No. 161 of 1 i 
Hive me tormake certain statements to the Russian Minister: for F 
nye the attitude of His Majesty's Government: towards the pretensions of the 
FilosSidtan, anil the views of His Majesty's Goverment regarding the conse to be 
followed by: the two Powers in Persia 
iliree conversations witht M. Tsvolsky on 2 
since th stant; and had esluustively discussed the subject with hin, (thong 
{hotter not to trouble his Excellouey with another visit, and 1 therefor addressed 
Hine a lotter containing thestitenent which you desired ne to make,snd theabservations 
embodies 
i cMeney at his weekly reception, aud hie infurmed te, ts 
‘OS. that hie Hd drawn ap instructions to M. de Hartwig: 
: dl toliin, of great importance, 
iesty. approved “ oil ty, 
i, with a view to obtaining yor concur 
hy Mele Harty 
a cottrse with 


i 
M:lsvolskey, in the course of con’ snvintaiuead strongly that the tivo Powers 
hdl certain obligations towants the Shab, who ayes the fayful Ruler, sshony they had 
nid whose: son they hut recugtzial 1s: Nin 
his Excellency said, must be done fo prevent Mafia Shab fn 
He went on to say that M. de Tarivig’s wiports showed that there 
differences bonween the attitude taken bythe twa Representatives: in thi present erisi 
dle Turtwisg let That Tie took an iitovest in tHe anaintenanee of the 
Hale ony the ironies Ww 5 ce sliown hy Mr Marling to His, Mjesty’s 
diflicultins hid the effect of promotin Zil-esSulian. NM, Tavolsky appeared 
fiiite to endorse the Russian Minister's view, saving that) Mr Marling’s attiiud 
Hive noother effect. Lrepliod that Mx, Marting’s attitidé was one of striet neutral 
in the conti “ people and the Shah, and that that was the 
Which [lis Majesty's Government wished hiny to observe. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HUGH OBEIRNE, 








[21586] No, 3Lb 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 22.) 


150.) 

legraphic Coustintinopte, dune 22, 18. 

TURCO-PE} ier. 

ig is repetition of Mr, Wratistiaw’s telegram No, 40 of the 18th instant, 
prve. and received on the 2Ist 

**Novoe Vremya’ correspondent has arrived. 

“Sfter careful inguiry, Lam convince that it was chiefly Herkai Kurds of 
Mergavar who raided Ardishai, &e., assisted by less numerous Mamash Kurds and 
‘others who have lately lived in Baranduz. 

Phe village on the lake which was raided the day before yesterday is. the port 

‘amia, and the German captain of a small launch fought with the Kurds for some 
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from Tergavar. If 
igated by the Turks in order to create an intolerable 






time. ‘The raiders lifted sev 











(21589) 





= (Received June 





(No. 991 
(Volographicn) P. 
M. ISVOISK 
2h inst jel Teor 
propose have already: boon telesraph 
Also promised to consifler thi sig 
of the 21st instant, of which 
ons row you ot the subject 


St. Petersburgh, June 22, 1908. 
‘our telegram No, 172 of the 
und instructions: such 






Y quite 










ined in Mr. Marling’s telegram. 
at T had as yet no 
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Mr, Marling to Sir Edicard Grey. —(Receioed June 22.) 

(No, 149) Z 
(Welographic.) Pe Tehran, June 22, 1908. 
AU situation 
My telegram No. 118 of yes 

Yestonay the Shi 
~ Linpoi 

ey 










inister, who had an 
in the Russian 
conversation advised the Shab to 
alopt ory attitude, aud in reply His Majesty reiterated that he entertained 
‘ho hostile fooling fowards the Parlinment, His Majesty stated that he only desired 
«for himself against the attacks of the press and the threats of the Enjumens, 
instigated miltan, His Majesty added that he hai conclusive 
proof of the latter's inte ne him, é BK 

M. de Hartwig professes (o think that a joint warning to the Zil without 
corresponding declaration to, the, ‘of which T informed him in general terms, 
will he reed to by His M 's Government. 

Tt stoms probable tha Ministry will be appointed, ‘There is great: 
discouragement among the popular ‘party, who will probably accept any terms 
‘hich the Shah offers. 






Worin subsequent 


























































/21588) 
Barclay. 








Xo, 102: 
ABE) 





Foreign Office, June 





1008. 


information whi®h has been 
Have been assumed by the 
Chistian 

Compl 



























by his Government tl 
ine Hi Is ay Pe ise 
aul odght villages hi 
tite wswosses eomunittedd by th) Kurs is a urkisli authorities, 
Liowever, have atuple foree wvailable on thy jon, of disonlers. 

Moanitinies ‘Pitkish troops are advancing into the heart of Persian territory: 

‘ihe Russian Representative at Constantinople has bee 
representations to tho Ottoman Government against th 
quade by Turkish: troopssand aginst the eseeses which < 
Tlie fe to add that his Govormnent trust that categorical instructions to. put 
this aitnation will be sent immediately: to the local authorities by the 
who cannot fail to recognize the justice of these com 

You should lend sour energetic support to th 
colleague Has heen instructed! to make to the Pe 







































































221 






No, 318. 








(21279) 









Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 
(No. 175.) ° 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. 

‘The best means of supporting the Shah would be that the dispute in the Turco- 
Persian frontier shonld be settled through the Embassies of the two Powers in Constan- 
tinople acting in concert. Instructions are being sent to His Majesty’s Chargé 
@’Affaires at Constantinople to co-operate in these lines with his Russian colleague, 

T concur in the views expressed in Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 148 of the 
2st instant. 


Foreign Office, June 22, 1908. 




















(21814) nN 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 









go 174.) 
ir, 
COUNT BENCKENDORFE, 






wreign Office, June 22, 1908, 
jeated to. me to-day 4 telegram from: 
1 about the Turkish proceedings across 


















information from our own sources, 
ir, O'Beirne to explain frankly our 


1 simili 













locality in which Russia 
was more interested than we were, British interests were not ditecthy affected, for 
Jind Oi) Concessions were further south, and were not at present 

as also vit of our reach wwe took: the initiative 
impression would he given that war between ny and Tiarkey 
pending, which would riot be confined to the Persian frontier; this 
excitement in Egypt and elsivliore, 
We could sot therefore take the initiative 

Bat, on tho other hand, we would corilially support an initiatiy 
Some years ago, before the Anglo-Russian Convention, if Russi 
against Turkey in order to protect the Persian frontic 
bs n of the press here as a pretext fori 
aifairs, and the attitude of the British Government would have 
suspicion, But mattors were quite different now, and {felt very 

Mf not leaving Persia under the impression that she would 
st fl nd mmprovoked 


\* ‘olations of hor torrit 
Count Binckendorif told me he heard that the ‘Vurkish troops were inelined to 
this he thonght a serious sium. 
inn the substance of a telogeam whieh T proposed! sending td 
to support energetically the representations which the 
ad heen fastructed to make at Constantinople, and Count, 


aE ais quite sitistied 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 
















































ken by Russia, 
ad taken stops 
this would have boon requried 
nfereuice by Russi in Persian 
‘ue of wateliful 

trongly the import= 
ive no protection 













































































Russian Chi 


rgd dl Mfiaires 
Benckendorft 


sspressod him 








1. GREY. 












(21815) No. 320, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 






(No, 175.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 22, 1908, 
T TOLD Count Benckendorff to-day that 1 liad telegraphed to you to tell 
) if he thought some action necessary at ‘Tehran, we would be prepared to 
join in the warning to the 
But 1 explained to Count Benckendorff that, just as M, Isvolsky feared that to 
abstain from any action at all might be construed as supporting the Zil, 80 T feared 
r unless anied hy a warning to the Shah not 
stitution, or at any rate that he could not depend upon our support. to 







































to upset 
[1580] 


saye hiin from the conseq relling with the Constitutional party—-wight 
be construed as siding against the Constitul 

Cont Benckendorlt doubted whether there was any very clear division between 
partios in such w country as Persi : 2 

Taaid there might vory speedily con into exist jon between pro-forvign 
‘and anti-forei ‘sin’ Parsiay in which the pro-foreigo were sure to he small 
minority 1 ow foreign support would | as futile in 
Datala and ts embarrassing to its foreign supporters as that of Abdul Aziz. in Morocco. 

Couut Benckendorit observed that we fad already pledged onrselves to. the 
recoyquition of the Shah's son as his successor, and be asked whether he could not 

ine conument-of mine on tltis point to M, Isvolsky 

T tall hine E woulll rather not say avipthing farther to M. Isvolsky hefore rece 
his reply toy fhe proposal which Laid ywile ons But [aid not at all wish 
Ly three over nuk dvelaration in favour of the Shah's son, On the contrary, in the 
fivent ol thie assiasination or deposition of the Shall, 1 thought it would be very usefnl 
fous ti appeal to that declaration iy onder to ggaw thie the Zil or else 
feized tvedizone, We might oven perhaps tell the Zil that, inthe event of his 

iz the Shulh, our-declaration about the son would stand int of our 

rocouuiziny the Zil 

A wail howgever i M, Isvoleky 

OL conse, if tho Porsinns definitely set aside the Sh 
lau wie iit Thayer to recognize facts aus they: were 
‘could ise our in fayorte of the Shalt’ son ty 
inito the recognition of any 


(19682) 





Sir bilwurd Grey ty Mr, Marling. 
(No. 102) 
Sit, Foreign Office, June 
veil your dospatch No, (146 of the 20th ultimo relative to the claim 
Gf Messrs, Lynch against the: Porsiay Government for reimburserent of the 
the rimming exposes of the stean-ship Shashan,” and Tapprove the Tang 
Tyevant inthe notes which you Inve addressed 10 the Persian Minister for Foreign 
NMiivs on the sul 
is clear from the terms of the Mushired-Dowleh's communication, copy of 
hich is inclosed in your despatel, under reply, that it would be of no use to press the 
Porsian Govern i this subject now, nor do the circumstances of the ease 
appear to it THis Majesty's Governtnent in doing: so very stronsh 
Tin therefore unnocessary for you to take any further steps in the matter for the 
preset 
: Tam, &e. 
(Signed) BGR 





{19689} N . 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 103, Confidential.) 
Sir, Koreign Offices Jun 

THANE received yourdespatel: No, 123, Confidential, of the 21st ultime 
thy conclusion of a format alliance between the Sheikl of Mohammerah 
Takliiari Khans, and 1 concur in the opiition expressed by you that this arrange 
should be sivwvod with favour by His Majesty's Goverament, 

Thiive to request you to inform His Majesty's Viee-Consul at Mobanumerab thot 1 
approve the hungiage held by bine on this subject to the Bakhtiari Khans and to Haji 
Rais-ot-Tijiar, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GREY 








(20033) No. 323, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
. 104.) 

Foreign Office, June 22, 1908. 
{Affaires called at this Office on the Sth instant and was 


He stated that the discussion on the subject of the demands put forward by the 
Russian Government in connection with the dispute on the frontier was still proceedt 
n Government had given way on some points, aud had asked that a jomnt 
n might be appointed to hie others. 
Melidi Khan asked whether the question conld not be diseussed at Reval, 
Persian frontier dispute, no progress was being made, 
and he inquired whether the King might not suggest tothe Emperor 
tliat joint representations should be made to the Sublime Porte on the subj 
Mr. Mallet informed Mohdi Khan that L was absent and that iv was too Inte to 
it C. Handinge to raise these questions during the visit of the King to Reval. 
possible that lie might discuss them informally, but, nd to the latter 
of them, we hiad not heard that the Commission had failed, and until that happened 
r that there would be any use ih taking the action which Mehdi 
When the Commission detinitely fuited, a new situation would arise, 
Tam, &e. 
ned) 1, GREY. 





No, 824. 
Mr. G., Barclay to Sir Kdwurd Grey.—(Received June 23.) 


stantinople, June 23, 1908, 


od the 17th instant, and 
received to 


ent dirgetions us fan as the lake 
rhode mt) 

= have proposed to oul flying volt ual the sonthern 

distriet, and the Persian Commissioner tolls ie that he is prepared 10 accept this 
siuggestion ; but Tam afraid that itis not likely to lead to anything. 

* \Withont consulting the Russian View Consul or myself, te Porsian Commissioner 

us writte hit, Pistia, asking hin 1 state the ‘Turkish claims and to furnish 

proofs of their validity, but he rely received an evasive answer on thie sume 


Tines as before, | We ia lini to mnake-a detailed proposal on the lines of the 
instructions which he has, received, hut_he hesitates’ to do. xo, fearing apparently to 
give his ease away.” 





{21619} No, 825. 
1G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 23.) 


Conslantinople, June 23, 1908. 
structions which he had received from his Government, the Russian 
mis at the Porte to-day, urging the 
rds, andl of the withdrawal of the 
Turkish troops to within t Zone. V thought iv 


antations on the lines indi 
srshurgh. 

rand Vizier promised that orders shoul at onee Ie sent for the withdrawal 

any troops that might have advanced beyoud the zone, and that everythings possible 

I be done to stop the depredations of the Kurds, but he added that the Kurds 


‘urkish authority, and that Tahir Pasha denied that any 
Turkish troops had advanced into Persian territory. 


to support his 
i No, 161 of the 17th instant to 
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[21677] No. 826. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 
(No. 150.) eae 
(Telegraphic) Be Tehran, June 23, 1908. 

SITUATION in Tehran. 

About 6 0 lock this inorning twenty Cossacks were sent by the Shah to arrest 
Cight persons who were ini the mosque adjoini House. ‘The demand 
for the surrender of these persons met with a refu shot was fired from the 
osque. Fighting then started, and is still continuing, ‘The number of people 
Killed is said to be large, Guns are heing used by the Shah’s troops. 





















(21708] No. 827. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 23.) 





Dy ‘Tehran, June 23, 1908. 

SUUGATTON in ehean, 
mmredintely preceding telox 
Mie Assembly huildings and the mosque have be 
und the mecting-phic Hjamen has be 
Majteid Sey 
















ed by the Shah's forces, 

‘The Shah has 
«l some ten other 
whieh lias lost forty men, has 






played the chief p 
is sid to be very small, but th 
proclaimed and the Enjumens have dispersed. 

Some sliops and houses, including that of the Zil-es-Sultan, and the Ass 
Duilding, have been pillaged. 

M. de Hartwig aud 1 have sent one dragomans to the Sh 
the most stringent meastires may be taken to maintain orde 

We have also instructed them to reeall to the 
which Mis Majesty gave us in Deeember 190 
declaring tha he has no desire to abolish the Constitution should he issued by His 
Majesty 

I Nave instructed Military Attaché, who will stay 
if possible people from taking Yast in His Majesty's Us 
that there ts as of this, and that town fs now quiet, 















Europeans. 
the assurances 






























(21589) Now! 





ATT), 
phic.) 1 Foreign Office, June 2, 1908 
Joint rep entations, 

+ Trequiest that you will inform Minister for Poreign Affairs that T concur 
opinion expressed” by: Me 1 that we shonld make known authori 
the substanee lar means to those adopted last Christmas 
You should ask for his, as ctions as suggested may be sent to our 
tespeetive Roprest 

xpress satis 





























oon as possible 
Excellency has agreed to 





uy proposal. 








21698) No. 329, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No, ‘ 
(Pelographic.) P. Fo 
JOIN representations, ; 
With reference to Mr. O'Reime’s telegram No. 09 of the 
(wlegrais to Mr, O'Beinne No, 172 of Hho 20th instant 
“TL reqitest that you will wet in concert with M. de Hartwig, in accordance with the 
ation telegram refereed to. 








ign Office, June 2 








mud instant, and my 
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(21783) No. 330. 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received June 24.) 








THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
ccretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 14th May, x 
toa proposal to abolish the Government coal depot at Bushire and to create one at 
Kow 

















Copies liave been 
India Office, Jine 











Inclosure 1 in No. 330, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 
Bushire, May 6, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to make a reference on the subject of the arrangements 
sting for the coaling of the ships of His Majesty's navy and the Royal 
Marine in these waters west of Karachi, and especially at Bushire, 
ie Government of India are no doubt aware that coal is obtainable at— 

















fa.) Museat—Government depo 
(b,) Bushire— Government dep’ 
(c.) Bussorali—depot of private I 





tish firm, 


As regards Muscat, I liave no special observations to make. Tt is necessary 
important for us to have a coaling station there, and the facilities obtainable, 
ct to the limited resources of the port in regard to coolies and lighters, ave 

















the entrane 


to tle Povsiin Gulf we have no coal, Basidu having fallen 
jetude as, 


coaling depot for are pak Te vould nn dah 
prove ve nt to Mis Majesty's elfeye, under standing: 
orders to call there on their way np mid down the Gulf, if we had a ste 
Dut until the nature of ow ovenpation, is fally decided it would be 
that island which might possibly introduce a fresh ¢ 

tions with the Persian Government, 
of Bushire, ‘This depot is, ti 
ined by the Marine Departineyg of the Government of In 
Langars are rented dM the li uding of the coal is done under a 
anvangement with a loedl teler, Nhe actual coal work is carried on under 
xs of great difficulty. ‘The harbour is very treacherous for many mouths 
tive boats, 1 spt in the latter part of the hot weather, perhaps 
July to November, wind is apt to get up very quickly and it is impossible to 

ruly ou the ealmuess of ‘the sea for two days together, 

r,ouly the smaller ships can yenture into the inner anchorage 
from the shore. "The larger vessels, such as His Mal 
« Prose er, and wien they 

















difficulty in our negoti 
_ tT now come to the 





© that at Muscat, 





























| miles 


iy’s ships ““Tlyacinth,” 
re driven to take col have to 






















Anot! difficulty is that w 
Doatmen, and, owing’ to the vag 
ships at such long distances from the shore, the process is a most trying 
those eoncemed with the ships at sea and with the coal on shore, 
‘consequence is asa rule avoid coaling at Bushire, and the dey 
used for the requirements of the R.LALS. * Lawrence” and of the subsi 


, boats, or 
of oaling 
one both to 
Hhe pattural 


























y the 





“Lawrence” and His Majesty's three subsi 
it “Redbreast,” ean all coal without inconvenience and’ with muel 
ity at Bussoral, where a store of coul is kept for sale to any 
tishh merchant, 
had to consider smaller ships in. this 
rely by the Bussoral contractor, 

8M 





ized ships, “Sphinx,” 








greater p) 
vessel th 
































but in the ence of coal at Henjam it is no doubt necessary that we should have 
some coal in the north of the Gulf available in case of urgeney for ships of any 
inary draught. 

Thiave the honour in this connection to ask that the G 
ced to consider, in consultation with the naval authorities, whether the coaling 
station at Bus iontly and usefully be dispensed with and replaced. 
by one at Kow » sheltered aud convenient for large 
vyessels and where of our ships which would result 
would have a useful effect in other ways. 

{ would mention that, even if the Government depot at Bushire were done 
away with, there would almost invariably, as now, he a store of coal in the godowns 
of one of the British shipping agents as at Bussorah, and as far as the “Lawrence” 
is concerned it would be no more trouble for her to go to Koweit or Bussorah for 
coal than to go for water to the Shatt-el-Arab, which she has to do regularly in 
any ease, 

Sliould i he considered necessary to maintain an 
it might be held sufficient to enter into a contract wi 
he would undertake fo have not less than 500 tons always ava 











ernment of India will 













the more frequent appe 





ran 





















fixed arrangement at Bushire, 
some local merchant in which 
ible and to sell it to 



















question y 
jos, but as a depot at Koweit seems politically and pra 
innny-ndvantagos over one at Bushire T haye ventured to solicit consideration of it 
may be held to affect the question, now before tle Government, 
of the aequisition of part of Bundor Sheikh. 








nn No, 3330. 





Inclosure 2 





Government of India to Commoitore Sir G, Warrender. 


(Confidential) Simla, July 15, 1907, 

{AM directed to say that the Government of India have unde 
the desirability of the abolition of the coal depot at Bushire and the establishment of 
‘one at Koweit. 

Mie coal depot at Bushire is maintained by this Department, but it has been 
ruprosonted that the actual coaling work, which is done under a contract arrangement 
Witla local trades, is carried on wnder circumstances of reat difficulty and that the 
Harbour itself hay many. disadvantages, At Koweit the hmrbour is much moro 
sheltered and convenient for large vessels and the local Political Officer represents: 
hint the more frequent appearance of our ships there vould have a useful effect in 
other ways. 

2, Vm to wquest that you 
ment of Tndin by wire with your opi 

























y will he so good as to favour the Govern 
ion on the proposal. 








Inclosure 8 in No. 330, 





Commadore Sir G. Warrender to Government of India. 


Diyatalawea, July 24, 1907, 
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the pt of your Confi ial letter 
dated the 15th July, 1907, re stores and col, a roply to whieh will be sent by wire as 
soon as possible, 











Inclosure tin No. 3330, 





Commodore Siv G. Wurrenider to Government of India 


Colombo, August %, 1907. 
for of coaling station referred to in 





(otegrap 
T HAVE no objection to the proposed tra 
iter of the 15th ultimo. 








your 
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Anclosure 5 in No. 330, 


Government of India to Director of Royal Indvin Marine. 
(Confidential. aE EN EC 
(Telegraph August 26, 1907. 
PLEASE wire, in consultation with Examiner, if necessary, cost necessitated if 
transfer of coal depot, referred to in your unofficial communication of the 22nd July, 
is carried out. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 330, 
Director of Royal Indian Marine to Government of India. 


Bombay, September 5, 1907. 
im dated the 26th August. iat 
After consulting Examiner, Marine Accounts, can give no idea of cost of building 
at Koweit; suggest referring to Political Resident, 


Tnelosure 7 in No. 330. 
Government of India to Director of Royal Indian Marine. 

1) September 19, 1907. 
REFERENCE correspondence e1 with your telegram of the 5th instant, 
Please wire, after consultation with lxaminer, if necessary, cost of establishment 

and maintenance of Bushire coal depot. 
Tnelosure 8 in No, 830, 
Director of Royat Indian Marine to Government of India, 
(Telegraphie,) Bombay, September 21, 
YOUR telegram of the 19th Septemb: soe 
Annual cost Bushire depot establish it 670 rupees, other fluctuating ch: 
annual ayerage Iandin; ‘upees, godown rent 1,000 rupees, and mi 
lancous 99 rupee 
Inclosure 9 in No. 330. 
Government of India ta Major Cox, 
(Telegraphic.) Sinla, Seplember 26, 1007. 
COALING arrangements. Your letter dated the 5th May, z 


Pleaso state initial and recurring expenditure on Bushire coaling station, and also, 


if station were transferred to Koweit, would Bunder Shweikh foreshore be suitable 
for station ? 


Tnclosure 10 in No, 830. 


Major Cov to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Shiras, September 28, 1907. 
nur telezram dated the 26th September, 
» be eminently suited for the location of a 
aling station, but T would recommend that you should invite tie Conmoloro's 
opinion. 1 will answer the financial query later on, 
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Tuclosure 11 in No, 330, 
Government of India to Comniodore Sir G. Warrender. 


(Conlidential,) Simla, October 15, 1907. 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your telegram dated the 
Brd August, 1907, regarding the abolition of the coal depot at Bushire and the 
establishment of one at Koweit, Tam directed to forward the accompanying copies of 
vest that, your Excellency will be so good as to favour the 
of India with your views on the suitability of the Bunder Shweikh foreshore 
for the location of the coaling station, 
2. Tam also to inclose copies of correspondence in conneetion with thie acquisition 
of the foresliore.} 





























Commodore Sir G. Warrender to Government of India, 
(Confitential.) Colombo, October 28, 
IN reply to. your Confidential letter of the 15th instant, be pleased to acquaint 
his fixcelleney the V and Governor-General in Council that L consider the 
Binder Shweikh foreshore at Koweit is suitable for the proposed coal depdt at 
that port, 
2 Whe inclosuves to your letter under reply are returned herewith as requested. 





i. 














Tnelosure 13 in No. 380. 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushive, March 22, 1908, 
WITH reference to Foreign Department telegram, dated the 26th September, 
1007, regarding the proposed establishment of a coal depot at Koweit, I have the 
Hono to forward a copy of correspondence whieh has passed between this office 
nl the Political Agent, Koweit, on the subject 
2, Major Knox estimates the cost of building thre 
of coal besides: allowing: air space and room to. work 
Hnks that by a careful ninipulation of the exelang 
importing for that purpose’ dollars trom Bomba 
oltectod. 1 eno comments to ol ‘on the est tes, which have been 
the local knowledge of the rates of labour and prices of m Is, and I 
they may be a unless the Government of India decide to have them prepared 
ly the Assistant Engineor, Persian Gut sub-division, 
Nest comes the questi nges. ‘These Major Knox puts down 
fs follows in a subsoqu 














downs to hold 3,600 tons 

000 rupees, but he 
hiotween dollar and rapec 
much economy 

































(u,) Bor ships eoaling off Bundor Shweikh at 1 
(i.) Wor ships couling in usual anchorage at 1 1 





annas per tor 
La, per toi 








hose rates melule weight sing (cost of hays inclusive), putting into 
Voats, Hout-hire, and stacking info bunkers on board the ship; they do not, however, 
ni fo take into account the wear and tear of the bags and the cost of mending and 

















replaving those thit lave become unser fore, that Ly, 8a. 
ind 2 rupees per ton would be about the goneet rates for eoaling in Bunder 
Shweiklv and inthe present anchorage, respectively, In Bushire we pay 2 rupees 











per ton when eoaling in the inner hi 
anchors 


1, ‘Thien comes the question of establishment charges. Major Knox prop 


hour and 2x4 a, per ton in the outer 
















icra feo Goveniiuent of Tha to Major Cox, dated Sept 
Cox to Gavernnient of Liss da 





telegrana fr Major 











February: 10, 1007, and inelosutes 











lui in 26, 107: tolegravn frott Governuient of Endia to Major Cox, 

ra (a 9-0 Stale (Flin, dates ful 7, tolesram frou Secretary 

Che luda, dated tule 2 irs tolerant from Goveruasont af Tuga t Dated Sly 39, 
sa) fron Major Ca to Govermnwent of India, date duly 9, 17. é 
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two watchmen as permanent establishment, and thinks that the duties of tindal and 
weighman can best be intrusted to the Indian crew of the Political Agent's 
launch. I donot, however, consider that it would he feasible to utilize their services 
in coaling matters, Cdoubt whether the crow would be always available for coaling 
work, as they will have their own work in the Iaunch to attend to, and it may not 
unfrequently happen that the launch is away when a ship has to be coated, 

I think, therefore, that the coal depot should have its own separate permanent: 
establishment, consisting of a tindal and two weighmen, ‘hese men should be 
located at the depdt7and act as watchmen as well, ‘The rate of pay which may 
haye to be ailowed to secure good men may be roughly estimated as follows — 


One tindal at 85 rapes per mensem 
‘wo watchmen at 25 rupees each per mensem. 


















‘Dhe total cost of establishing a coal depot at Koweit would thus be-— 


Ttoper 
Tnitial chariges ee + 35,000. 





Recurring clianges— 





Wagers sy 1,020 per annum, 
Potty ropairs, &e. (6 x ey 
Total TH) th 





‘he cost of the present Bushire depdt is as follows :— 






Rent of golow Rupees, 
sey 980 por annutn. 
Bee Ol 





Neneh a rpauteach pr ecaon =ANS 8 


Teall vn Maen cous yest 48000 





By the transfer of the depot to Koweit saving of 1,200 rupees. per annum 
would be effected in. recurring expenditure, and we should be left with the initial cost 
estimated for managing the depot, namely, 89,000 rapecs 

5. With regand to the construction of a jetty and a light tumway which haye 
been suggested by Major Knox, I fully concur with him that if these projects: were 
coaling arraigements in Koweit would be placed on a very satisfactory 
woul no doubt be welcomed by the Navy. 

‘he expediency or otherwise of incurring this expenditure now seems to depend 
upon the qu the degree of importance with which Koweit is likely to be 
invested in the near future. ‘This question will no doubt receive due consideration at 
the hands of Government. 























Tnelosure 14 in No, 330, 
Captain Trevor (for Major Coz) to Major Knox. 


Bushive, January 7, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Government of India have under 
consideration the question of abolishing the Government coal depot at Bushire (where, 
‘a5 you are aware, the conditions for coaling ships are extremely inconvenient) and of 
creating one at Koweit instead, 

Tam desired to report the 
the depit at Bushire, and to give simi 















‘itial and recurring expenditure ion with 
estimates of probable initial aud xecuning 
cost in case of Koweit. 


Tattach a Momorandum siving details regarding the Bushire depot, and request 
that you will put me in possession as far as possible of similar information and 
estimates for Koweit. 
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Inclosure 15 in No, 330. 


Memorandum respecting Bushire Coal Dep6t. 


1. ON an average 8,000 tons are required per annum, but the quantity demanded 
annually is regulated on the basis of the average consumption of the three previous 
ars, andl the result arrived at is multiplied by 24 so as to complete the supply for 
years, which we are supposed to keep in stoc 
2, We have the following buildings for storing (a) a 
caravanserai containing three godowns of the dimensions given in the margin;* (6) 
one godown large and three ns Sinall, dimensions as per margin.+ No yen- 
tilators are required if properly covered coal-sheds are built after the fashion of the 
godowns at present in Tam trying to have a sketch of them 
taken for the informati i 
8, Our coal establis! , which was only sanctioned in July 1906, consists 
as follows 
One findal on 20 rupec 
‘Iwo weighmen on 12 rupee: 
have to he engaged at Koweit, 


















coal if Bushire, vi 






















5 krans. 
45 krans each, and I think the same strength will 









T would, however, observe that if a_ trustworthy man as a contractor for shipping 
and landing coal could be found in Koweit, wh uld also be intrusted with the 

y of the coal under the supervision of the Political Agent’s Office, there would 
He no need for cout establishment, Of course the contractor will require liberal 














atment in the matter of rates for shipping and landing coal. Here we pay 2 rupees 
lin the inner anchorage and 294 rup 





ton for shippiu 
anchorage, ‘Nhe charges for shipp 
coal, putting il into lighters, con 


es per ton in the outer 
include labour for weighing and bagging the 
ing to the ship to be eoaled, and putting and 
on boar, ‘The charges also include tie cost of gunny bags. (he charges 
clude lighterage from the ship to shore and sticking the coal in the 
godowns, the Continctor hore is supposed to have about 200 tons bagged and ready 
for immediate shipment. .\ regular contract will have to be drawn niore or less on 
the lines indicated hen 




























Tnclosure 16 in No, 3: 





Major Knox to Major Cow, 

(Confidential) Kore 

TILAVE the lonour to acknowledge the weeipt of your Con 

the 7th January, 1908, and, in reply, to forward a Memorandum 

done my best to estimate the probable initial and recurri 
nent coal depot at Koweit. 









January 22, 1908, 
dontinl letter dated 
which I haye 
cost of establishing the 

















Inclosure 17 in No. 330. 


Note on probible Initial and Recurring Cost of Establishing the Government Coal Depat 
ul Koweit. 





Cost of Masonry Godowns. 
isueoniont 48 ¥ 50. UB feets 
vintion walls, 52 < Ox 7x 2 feet oe 





‘Tyo walla G2 x 2°15 « 2 feet, ? 
‘nwo foundation walls, 80.3.5 7 * 2 foot 
‘Ivo walls, 8O X15 x 2 feet. 
Pinth Hoting, SOAS x feat 0) 








Total ston work 


N.B—Fomidations only 6 feet belovs soil, Extea foot required for pli 











Ropes. 
¥, 20,000 cubie fect of stone 

Toa plas 2.340, 
Jas, labour, a 5.000 


It isa question whether one of cement t ‘sand would not be 
mote satisfactory with seawater handy, and if appears essential 
for foundations. The resulting damp sfiould not injure the coal, 


Fifteen Leams, each 16 feet long, 240-foot rm, at 2 dollars per foot = 
480 dollars, equivalent, at 180 por cet, to 


Qy. Whether stevi beams oF old rails doubled could not Le used; more 
cconomical and stronger. 


ighteen seorw chandals or boriteos, 14 feot long, at $5 dollars per score, 


ts porta 
Warehouse doors and wi 


for foundations... 
it for contingencies 


‘Total cost 


‘hree godowns of the above type would cost 35,000 rupees approximately. 
They would represent 172,800 cubie feet, which should accommodate, at 48 cubio 
fect per ton, 3,600 tons, Allowing for air spuco and rooms to work in, this does not 
seem excess 

‘Phe estimates are pitched rather high on purpose, Much cconomy might be 
effected by the careful management of the dollar, A chest of 10,000 dollars might 
be brought from Bombay. It will be noticed that twenty-one years’ xental at, Bushire 
rates would pay for the initial cost, and repairs of a substantin! structure like the 
above should be trifling. 

The duties of tindal and weighmen could est be iutrusted to the Tndian crew 
of the Political Ayent’s launch, and their Itbour paid for by the job at 4 annas 
per ton. 

A-couple of local watchmen would be required, and it would be necessary to pay 
them at high rates of pay living at that distance from the town; 26 rupees per 
mensem would suffice per man, but they would have to be supplied with water, 
whieh would cost: initial storage tanks, 60. rupees % monthly, 15 mpees, 

recurring expenditure would have to be doubled probably for the Indian crew of 
steam-launch. 

As regards londing tlie coal, tlie most. simple, though certainly costly, arranges 
ment would be a jetty—extreme length 200 which would bring’ one into 
20 feet of water at lowest, tides, and ide Which most ships likely to want eval 
here for some time coul ‘The cost of this is a macter for ex; 

Expert knowledge would also be able to say whethe nvity-—say, 
260 yards long straight from the coal-sheds to the. sei Which truck-loads 

right up to the ship’s side—would riot the time and labour 
and unloading to a minimum, ‘The jetty would, of course, be useful for 
other purposes. 

Yoolies are procurable, but would require a high wage, probably 2 dollars por 
day per heal. Steamer wants 200 tons estimated cost of coolie labour, Required : 
gang of sixty men, working one whole working day at 2 dollars per head, 120 dollars 

204 rupees. 


We must add 
1x, 8 a. per ton, exclusive of cost of building jetty, tramway, godowns, provisi 
of trucks, and repairs to above plus cost of permanent establishment, 
(Signed) 8. G. KNOX, Major, 
Political Agent, Koweit, 


















Vimensioas: lengthy 5 wadth, 80 foot: hel One 
Tfeots height, 1 : 
One: godine ‘ot evade, 40 fo Three 





godowwns of uniform dinietsion height, 15, feet, 


120 krans, 


Hength, 26 fect; bread Monthly rent, 






























(21822) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 24.) 





phic.) BP. Tehran, June 24, 1908. 
SITUATION. My tclegram No. 151 of the 23rd instant. i 

ply to our message, profuse assurances were given by the Shah and special 
issued for the protection of the telegraphs and the Imperial Bank of 













st night Taghi Zadeh, another Deputy, and five journalists who were in fear 
of their lives took bast in the Legation in tow a 

‘About thirty prominont members of Popular party, mostly members of Enjumens, 
ave been arrested by the Shah, 
nid town rema 








quiet. 











(21845) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received June 24.) 
(No, 153.) 
(Telegraphic. 2. ‘Tehran, June 24, 1908. 
‘TILL Italian Minister has been applied to for protection by the Minister of 
Binanee, 
Tn spite of the efforts of the Military Attaché to prevent it, the number of 
wos in Lis Majesty's Legation is increasing. 





vel 











(21618] Bo, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 128.) x 
(olezruphie.) P. Foreign Office, June 24, 1908, 
WITT teforonce to Me, Wratislaw’s telegram No, 30 respecting the frontier 
dispute between Persia aud Turkey. 
IL is yery desfrablo that the Persian Comm 
You should tinge this on the Pers ernie! 











yor should put his proposal forward. 











(21010) Saye 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, June 24, 1908. 

WILIL roformee to your letter of the 1st ultimo relative to the proposal of 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, for the formation of a Company to work the Concession held 
by the Muin-et-Pujjar for the extraction of red oxide on the Island of Hormuz, 
‘ain directed by Secretary: Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter 
from that firm stating tat they contemplate ceasing to work the business through 
Messrs. Prank C, Strick and Co. (Limited), and cither placing the contract in the 
hinds of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, or undertaking to sell themselves on behalf of 
the Muin.® 

Messrs, Ellinger express the hope that. this change in their plans will not interfere 
with tle support promised to their enterprise by Mis Majesty's Government, a 

[am to inform you that it appears to Sir B, Grey that, so long as this enterprise 
remains in British ‘hands, the question of what firm or Company is selected by 
Messts. Ellinger to work the Coneession is immaterial, and he would accordingly 
propose, subject {0 the concurrence of Viscount Morley, to return to the firm's letter 
Kreply fu this sense, and to convey to them an assurance of the continued support 
Of Itis Majesty’s Government through His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran, 

Tam, &e. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
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121937) No. 335. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received June 25.) 


Sir, India Office, Jur 
I AM dirceted to acknowledge your letter of the 12th instant, 

of the Secretary of State for India om tho suggestion made by Tis Majesty's 
Chargé Affaires at Teliran in his telegram No. 135 of the 5th instant, that the Brit 
firm, referred to in your letter of the 2lst April, who have applied to the Persian 
Government for a Concession to srork oxide on Sim Taland,sliould nowy obtain throug 

} authorities a Concession from the Sheikh of Shargah. 

eply, | am to say that it appears to Viscount Morley that His Majesty's 
are precluded from acting on this suggestion hy the statoment in the 
note to the Persian Government, inclosed with Sir A, Hardinge’s despatch No, 104 
1904, that “we lave not insisted on the Persian Government 

Island of Sirvi till the controversy between the two 
hip of tle island, which originated inany years ago, has 
This statement, on the other hand, would justify. His 
‘ernment in prohibiting the grant of the Concession, without their 
by the Persian Gover 10 any of the other applicants referred to in 














































con: 








ppears est to Tord Morley to adhere to the view 
fer consultation with tie Government of Tulia, in my letter of the 
2nd instant, that no protest need be made against the grant of the Concession to 
Messrs. Haji Ali Akbar and Sons, of Munchester, subject to the ntee named in 
letter of the 21st April, viz., that they will control the Con British 

in British interests, not transfer it or allow it to he shared in by any. 



















Marling might be instructed to point out to the Persian Government, 
reference to Sir A, Hardinge’s oie mentioned above, that. he 4 
without our consent, would lead tothe assertion by [lis Majesty's 
claims of the Jowasmi Chief to the 


vith 
Concession, 
ut of the 













Fam 


(Signed) . GODLEY: 








[21936] 


No. 336, 


India Office to Barrign Office. (Received dune 2 











Fudia Office, diue 24, 1008, 
nit Morley ty invite the attention of the Sacreuury. of Stito 
wi No. 144 of the 17th instant from Lis Majest ( 
eporting a statement by the Russian Consul at Tarh 
ninent ave appointed a Colonel on the Stall of the Cenoral OM 
‘Turkestan to be Military \ttaché at Seistan in the place of the dragoman 
deceased. 
ich an appoiabuent appears to Lori Mor 
aital to the policy underlying the rec corning Persik, anil 
is spirit. He would sizaost, for Sir E. Grey's couside 

ent shouldbe asked not to give effect ty the sppomtment if it is found 
> contemplating it, [twill he remembered that M in his telegram 

ith Be t, reported! a denial by: the 
intention on the ps sament to inerease their Consular stall it Seistan 

Lord Morley recognizes that a representation on the subject to the Russian Gove 
ment may be followed by a request from them for the withdrawal of the Military Attaché 
at Meshed, ‘The two appointments are not on the same footing, the P 
Meshied having been stationed there for some time before the commencement of the 
negot that led to the Ag But if the Russian Government press 
the point, the question should be governed, in Lord Moiley's 0} by the considera: 
tions which can ev of the Seistan telegraph line to abaucon 
‘our claim for the ret lors in the Russian zone, in order to insure 
the exclusion of fi the British zoue, 

Tn the event of its being found necessary 10 withdraw our Mili 
Meshes, the obvious course would be to station him in Seistun, wl 
possible ry on his work, though perhaps not quite <0 effectively, 
30 












Commanding 













rain to create su degen of friction 
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'y Ataché from 




























i 
y 
( 
i 














234 





appointment of a Military Attaché at Meshed, if ther 
is not a matter that could he questioned by His Majest 


is not one already at that place, 
's Government. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 











{21949} 


Inia Office to Koreign Office (Received June 25.) 


ry of State for India presents his compliments fo the Under- 
‘orvign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

tion of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to t 
sto the reported appointment of a Russian 


















Inilia Office, June 25, 1905. 








Tnclosure in No. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. ; 
(Pelographic.) P. India Office, J 1908. 





APPOINT 





wl on the stall of Officer Commanding tan, as 
Military Attaché to the Russian Consulate, Seistan, is reported by Russian Consul at 
Purhatsi-laidair 1 has been made to the Boreign Office that they should 
requost Russian Government that, as appointment would be inconsistent with poliey 
iuderlying cont Agreement, they should not give elfect to it if they have it in 
Contemplation, Tt would, however, be difleult to resist demand for withdimwal of 
Out ollicer from Meshed, to whieh stich a request may of course lead. Suggestion has 
heen imade that our Attaché at Meshed might carry on his work, though not so 



































(flectively ax at present, froin Seistan, and that, if necessary, he should be withdrawn 
to that plce, -L-shall bo glad to have your views as soon as possible by telegraph, 
[21958) No, Bas, 


Mr. O'Rotrne to Sir 





Eumird Grey.—(Received June 25.) 





1908, 
the most 





P. St. Potershurgh, June 
i for Boreign Affairs compliined to me to-lay, though 
friendly: manner possible, of the fact that, as reported by M. de Harti crowd" 
of rofuecs have taken bist at the British Legition, His Excellene ivlers hat a 
vory unfortunate: impression will, be wad by this circumstance. In reply, T 
informed his Excellency: that His Majesty’s Representative at Tehran had repo 
somo refers iad entered Laggation, im spite of Military Attaché having remained there 
cial instructions to, prevent Ixist being taken instructions 
uguinst allowing this practice had heon sent to His M i, but E believed 
°s practically inupossible to prevent its Tadded that 
those who had taken refuge in the Lagat ‘as possible be 



































ig resorted 
would as sx 

















(21952| 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received June 25.) 
(No. 154.) 
(Velogruphie.) BP. Tehran, June 25, 1908. 
PIGHVING in Tehran. My immediately preceding telegram. 





‘Tho first shot was undoubtedly tire 
Among whom som: 
though losing heavily, the part 
shown considerable. forbs 
believe, other 
by forew if this prove 
taking strong m 
Tt is admittod by tl 
not fire at them, 
‘Thore was no disturbance during the night of the 23rd, and the following day 
some shops pen and the town was orderly, ‘The houses of one or two Notables 
suspected of being concerned in the agitation against the Shak were however attacked 





J by the people in the mosque and Assembly, 
included. According to the Russian account, 
oxsacks, under a Russian officer, appears to have 
pending the receipt of orders from the Shah. 

n had heen made to clear the mosque 
the Shah had reasonable zround for 
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Dy the troops by the Shah's orders. An entry was forced by gun-fire, and the troops 
Woted the contents: Four houses have heen so treated in the two days, and it is 
helieved that others will be trexted in the same way. 

forts are made 10 catch Deputies, and several, including the President of 
the Assembly, have dy heen arrested. 

‘The Anjamens seem fo hie cowed ; their supporters are falling away, and the Sha 
has complete mastery. Yesterday morning two pr 
camp, and there arcabout thirty persons, other tht 
are now in the Legation fifty refugee: 

‘There has been fig abreez, between the popular party and the Shali’s 
partisans. There is no sign from the other provinees, and the Zil-es-Sultan is trying 
to dissociate himself from the agitation. 

Europeans do not, in my opinion, run any danger. 

















h 
pers were strangled at: tho Shah's 
1 Deputies, under arrest, ‘There 


















[21953] No. 340. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 26.) 
he 155.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
POLITICAL situation. My 
Yesterday afternoon the 
me at the Legation in tov 
expressed surprise 
and stated that sue 
intervention, 
L replied that the refugees had come 
my ind that the reports which had 
stated that, though T had no wish to inte 


Tehran, June 25, 1908. 
legram No. 154 of to-day. 

Ministry for Foreign Aifairs came to seo 
message from the Shah. His Majesty. 
ation was encouraging people to take bust, 
‘a proceeding was in contradiction with our Known policy of non- 






















no act of mine, but very much against 
hed Mis Maj quite untrue, 
tat which abstention 















hud souzht our protection, exco 
such a thing would not be tol 










wublic opinion in England, tad received 
His Majesty's solemn assurances to respect the Constitution, and the Shah's ac 
arnsting Deputies and attacking the Assembly looked to me very like an attempt to 
abolish that Constitution, T added that T tad also hieard, with great rogret, that the 
death penalty had been inflicted on tivo, of the prisoners, and £ expressed the eamnost 
Hope tliat His Majesty would not order any more such executions. 

Later T paid a visit to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, at whose house 1 found 
the Secretary. I repeated to his Mighness th language, The Secretary 
proceeded to Bagh-i-Shab, aud brought the foliowing reply from His Majesty : ‘Tho 
liah stated that he had ty ized to take measures to restore order in view of the 
state of the town. lis Majesty explained that the Constitution was suspended, and 
Administrative justice became necessary when a state of siege was declared, but that 
he had not forgotten his promises, which he would observe ; no more executions wero 
to take place, and the prisoners who had alzeady been put to death had had a fair, if 
summary, trial, ‘The Shall, ed me to give him a list of our bastis. 1 
refused, and stated that I hud little faith in fairness of the alleged trial of the two 
petsons executed. I ropeated that would do my best to discourage others from 
coming to take bast, but that, without instructions from His Majesty's Government, 
could not undertake to do anor 

While th sabe 



































































I pressed -Sultaneli that the Shah should, 
in proof of his his p 4 public trial, and convoke the Assembly at 
once, I obtai from his Highness that he would urge this course upon 
timate, as his personal and confidential opinion, that 
but that of the Russian Colonel of Cossacks, ‘The 
hinted that it was possible that, int order to prevent 
people from taking refuge in the Legation, His Majesty might station troops round it. 
Treplied that I could not permit any hut peaceful iethods to be employed, and I have. 
given Major Stokes instructions to refuse to admit all other refugees until I have 
reesived your instructions. 
‘The presenee of bastis at our Legation has much annoyed Russian Minister. Ut 
shows, he says, that we are not acting in accordance with policy of non-intervention 















































Bahadur Jang, and, during the crisis, even allowed him to 

de Hartwig appears to forget. i 

ar party of heving abandoned them,and itis the general 
i n successfully carried out with Russian 


Tie himself received An 
join the Shah, but this M. 
We are accused by pop: 
opinion that the Shal's coup @’Blat thas Wx 
support and our fing assent, X 

er alUk guns were posted noar Toxation gale after [eft the town, 





















(21954) Agu 


ward Grey.—(Received June 25.) 





Mr. Marling to Sir 
(No. 156.) 
(Volegraphie.) 2 A 
TO prevent people havin. 
round the garden, andl even 1 
consider this 





Been placed all 
nandout. £ 





sation troops i 
vants find dificult 


y, and Lam pritesting 















|21848) No.2 


Sir dveard Grey to Mr. O' Beirne, : 





Foreign Office, June 

With, mferonce to uny immediately preceding telegram, 

‘he Risin Ambassilon, milor daatructions, from, M. Evol, hs given me 

ony aeaitraner that the katter will ond his support to the interpretation we wish 

na ee Hens Trovisoires’” and the 17th Article of the 
Tow with mygand to the se 

Til dhe fost of the Russian note ts 


(21954) No, B13. 


Sir Kidward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne 


1 1908. 


























no further acti 





veil we shall 











None i Foreign Office, June 





PERSIA, 
You should communic 


to the Minister for Foreign 
of my 









Marling’ telegrams Nos. 154 to 156, together with thi 
aT urgently request chit Mr. Marling’s 
support ee 
fir Military Attaché was instructed by tis M: to rel 
on nar vtatie to caery out this instruction with absolute exactitude, and 
rn eqence seme bastis are now nt the Legation, Instructions are being sent 
Vo Mee Mingo, dise F refugees fron follovving their example, but it is 
Mi diate Hat tae camo give thou up withiont receiving @ saiarantee, nor can we refuse 
past 1 CASes a to life is inatine: 
nn Mages rentedteaply regent dhe action of ¢ 
round Tis Majesty's Logation and thus hindering egtess a ing 
diet of yross discomrtonys a oh Oe ae Bis 
ie vmieat deste of His Majesty’s Government to avoid complications, a 
Le eae tan aL aE thoy were forved to take aetion at the present vwotent 
ist the i vive of upholding This will, lowever, bacon 
Raitable i ie Uvaps aro wot withidravsn i i 
‘oat are asked by ML Esvolshy what we mean | paaration, you are 
Ai AS GRAS Excelloney that you presume it would mean the naval 
nyo nue pot in the sau 
inl sunguest to his Excellency that w 
to the Itepresannatives of the vo Powers to press the Shab 10 4 
jiersons arrested amid to couvoke a meeting of the Assembly. 































SHiali in, placing troops 
ss. This constitutes 

























shoulil send instructions in concert 
k » a fair Crial to all 




















(21964) NORE 


Sir Edieard Grey to Mrs Marling: 


i) Foreign Office, June 25, 1905. 
JON in Persia. 
Your action anid lang 
catire approval, ‘ 2 ; 
veerrileas. you receive « guarantee that @ fair trial will be given, or a safe conduct to 





ss reported in your telegrams Nes, 154 and 156 bias my 





























the frontier granted, you should refuse to give up those already in bast 
it may in some cases be impossible to refuse, you are right in di 
refugees from coming to the Legation. 

e Persian Government should be informed that the action of the Shub in 
stationing troops round His Majesty's Legation is deeply resented by His Majosty’s 
Government. You sliould demand that they shall be withdrawn immediately, failing 


And although 
ouraging other 




















which steps will be at once taken by His Majesty’s Government with a view exacting 
reparation for the indignity offered, 





‘The following is secret -— 


I suppose the occupation of a Persian port is the best measure we can resort to. 
If you concur in this view, please inform me which port you consider most suitable, 








(21961) No. 315. 


in F. Bertie to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received June 26.) 





PB, 
HAIL, a Persian subject, wlio states that he is Inown personally to His 





Paris, June 26, 1908, 


VAM 





Majesty's Chang 
that the Forwi 
under the prot 









ires at Tehran, came to the Embassy this morning and asked 
e should instruct Mr, Marling by telograph to place his family 
jon of Ifis Majesty’s Legation. 











(21959) No. 316, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received June 26.) 





(No. 103.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, June 20, 1908, 
YOUR telegram No. 188 of the 25th instant: Persian affairs 
Thave received M, Isvolsky's promise that telegraphic instructions will immediately 


be sent to M. de Hartwig, dirécting hin to support Mr. Marling in his demand that the 
troops surrounding the Legation shall be withdrawn, 


_ M. Isvolsky says that he will del i an immediate answer 1 your 
with regard to the question of summoning the Assembly, in view of the f 
has received a telegram from M. de Hartwig, saying iat the Shai is momentarily 

































expected to issue a Proclamation fixing « date for new elections. 
(21956) No. 37. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 26,) 
pis Tehran, June 26, 1908, 
‘VION 





formed tially by the Freneh Minister thir one of thie persons 














the Shah part desires to capture will very: shortly take bast with him, 
President of Assembly, who was not. captured), toxetler with another Deputy, is in hast 
at French Legation. “Clave adinitied no more refugees. to Lis Majesty's Legation, 





At the Itilin Legation the Minister of Fi 1 hast togetlies ww 
Soyyid Abdullah and Seyyid Mahomed Mujtchids, are to be 
deported, uv it is not knows to what pla lk the town is quiet, general 
apprehension prevails, and the Cossacks are prosecuting their search: for srms and 
bombs e are it is suid, sixty-four prisoners at the Shali’s camp. 
ighting continues at , but the provinces as a whole 1 quiet. 
Colonel Linkholt inale Governor of ‘Tehran and appears to possess very 
full powers indeed, ‘The Cossicks round the Legation left last night, ut owing to 
Russian Colonel's opposition I had some difficulty in obtaining their removal, 

A Proclamation stating that the present Assembly is dissolved fias heen issued by. 
the Shah. Proclamation announces that new elections will be eld in three months 
and a Senate will be formed. It may he assumed that the Shali will be guided by 
Russia and will govern absolutely in the meantime, 






iis family, 












































(1580) BP 
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(21957) No, 343. 
Mr. \lurling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 26.) 
(No. 158, 
(Pelegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, June 26, 1908. 
ZLL-ESSULPAN. My telegram No, 157 of to-day’s date. 





‘The Zile 
His Tmpe 





Sultan has app 
| Highness, after invoki 


ied to me for assistance and protection. A 
his recent good service at Shiraz and his 
















Jong friendship with [lis Majesty's Legation begs that I will take steps to insure him 
in enjoyment of his property and fo obtain security for’his numerous family and 
ddopondants,. He is willing to retire to Tspahin or go to Europe, or would 





it Shiraa if he is supplied with money for purposes of government. 

My reply to His Imperial Highness was porsonally friendly, and [said that [had 
roforrell to you his request for protection and help. 

It is unquestionable that the Zil’s aspirations have been revived hy the 
unpopularity, and it és eortain that he has done something to promote th 
itis impossible to say how far he went, the action of Telal-ed-Dowleh here is v 
ompromisitig, and evon more recently that of his other sons at Ispahan. T believe, on 
the otlier land, that the accounts of the Russian Minister: ygerated. [ 
he has told me, namely, that the Zi) had seat 
Iwill in all probability 
support. Should T in that ease 
vour-—for instance, that he 


09? 




































rifles for the use of the E 
action against him, and in this he will 
Have your authorization to make representations in his fi 
shoulil xo (o Hurope and he allowed to retain his properti 














(22072) No. 319, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 27.) 
Sir, Indin Office, June 24, 1905, 
IN ropih Heitor, dated the 120 insta a despatch, from 























Mijest 
Bushiry, Fam dir 
Goverment shou 
sennitive, 


sppointed Messrs, Wonekhaus? 


al 


















definite feaquest to the Japanese and Swedish Governn 

‘is tein Consular Repres i Bushire, He would suggest, for the eonsideration 
of the ry of State for Foreign Affairs, that it might be suflici 

wert nade to those Goveraments that, in te of ng at 

appolit Consular Ropresontatives at Bush selection of British subjects in that 


i 


capaeity would be agreeable to His Majes 
position in the Persian Gull 








{22201} No, 350. 
Mr. Harelay to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received June 27.) 
(No, 154.) 
(Tole Constantinople, June 27, 1908, 





ON Wednestlay 
Charged’ Mifaires and 
of Ministers. presented 





the result of the representations made hy the Rus 
soll ( Joram No. 152 of the 22nd instant), the Council 
loug Report to the Sultan regarding the situation. ‘They 
decided that Tahir Pasha should be instructed to withdraw the Turkish troops to the 
positions held i February last, aud to stop the Kurds raiding, using foree if ne 

‘Pabiiv Pashia is t0 beh responsible that those orders are carried 
Comieil of Ministers dente r, that any places outside the disputed zone are 
ovcupied by Dnrkish troops. 













(Confidential) 
Yestertay, after Se ersian aor was received im audience by 
the Sultan, and in aecord most 
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energetic representations, On the Sultan's trying to avoid a direct discussion by 
referring him to the Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, his Highne: 
replied that his frequent representations at the Porte were entirely fruitless, After h 
audience he had a conference with the Sultan's First and Second Secretaries at: the 
Sultan’s request. He told them that if the Turks did not take steps to ameliorate the 
state of things on the frontier he would leave Constantinople t Pasha tried to 
deny that the Turkish troops had advanced beyond tle frontier zone, and promised 
Prince Mira Riza Khan that within a day or two lie would obtain authentic 
information on this point. 


























(22192) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 27.) 





(No. 159.) 
(Tel 





P. Tehran, June 27, 1908. 
POLITICAL situation. Your telegram No. 124 of the 24th instan 
ister for Foreign Affairs came to see me and brought a 
lis Majesty is ready to grant to all persons in the Legation 
a full amnesty. He does not wish to try any’of them, and though he would he glad 
if some of them left the country, he will not make it a condition that any of them 
should do so. Tn reply, I stipulated that amnesty would require the Shah's signature, 
and his Excelleney, who was. very emphatic that pledge would be strictly observed, 
undertook to furnish it. T added’ that onditional amnesty were granted, 1 could: 

not undertake responsibility for any of the refugees leaving the country, 
The proposal of the Minister for Foreign Affairs appearing to me to fulfil the 
conditions laid down hy you, I agreed to write a note to his Excelleney, putting on 
f our conversation, and promised to submit his reply to you if 



































satisfactory. 
‘Avo Brocka 













ighness stated, been issued 
von proclaimed in all the tow 
is prohibited, under pain of 
as is prohibited, while soldiers 
t shown to then Vhe Russian 
authorities is intvusted with 








of Pe 





rsal by force and musketr: 
uthorized to use their ar 
oniel who has full powers over all pol 
the enforces nit of martial law in Tehran. 

Atthe time of my conversation with the Minister for Foreign Aifains, 1 had 
not seen this Proclasaation, and Lam now informing him that it is not improbable 
that it may affect the views of His Majesty's Government in regard to the bas 
in view of the fact that it obviously affords the easiest of pretexts for violuting 
the anmesty, 

Tt is my opinion that the Shahi is confident that under the above Proclamation 
the Russian Coloucl can effectually prevent any attempt at bast en masse, such as 
occurred in 1906, and is consequently making no difficulties about the refuges at 
present in the Legation. 

‘The situation created by this Proclamation is scarcely distinguishable from 
intervention by Russia. 











to meet au 






























(22193) No. 352, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 27.) 
(No. 160) 
(Tlegraphic) P Tehran, June 27, 1908. 
FOLMPTOAL situation, My telegram No, 169 of to-day. 
T tuive been asked by Minister for Foreign Affairs what yiew I took of the 




















Shal’s Proclamation, I expressed my personal opinion that, if elections for new 
‘Asembly were postponed for three months, His Majesty's Government would not 
Consider that pledges to respect the Constitution given to'me by the Shah had been 
fuliilled. 





‘Aln-esSultaneh replied that the Shah liad yesterday received a deputation of 
eighteen Deputies, and some merchants, and that these persons had expressed complete 
Satisfaction with the declarations and assuuranees of His Majesty. ‘lwo Proclamations 
of amnesty had already heen issued by the Shah, and His Majesty had no intention 
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(Fesxecuting any more people, Two executions only had taken place, and the two 
iujtehids were being conveyed with all due respect to Kerbela 

‘ pplications for admittance to the Legation have been made to-day, and 

ms of the Popular party do uot appear to ave been allayed by the 









Shili's Proc! 











[22086] . 
Mr. Marling lo Sir Baiward Grey —(Received June 27.) 
(Sa-0h) 
(Uelegrap! y Tehran, June 27, 1908. 





GUARDS round Tis Majesty's Legation. Your telegra 
instant 

Minister for Vorcign Affairs, on whom T impr 
by His Majesty’s Govorament of the insult offered to. Tis Maje 
placing of troops round ity bas promised to apology in writing, I said that 


the punishment of the officer responsible might also be required by His Majesty's 
‘emnmient, upon which Minister for Koreign Aft 


i ys said that he had received w 
latter from the Russian Colonel in which he stated that he did not kuow who the 
‘author wns, 


Mis Highness added very confidentially that the Si 
invident, but that Colonel Linkholt had given the order hi 


m No, 124 of the 24th 












serious view taken 
's Legation by the 















hi 





ul no knowledge of the 
elf, 








{22195} No, 51. 
enc vnay MP Marna Sie Bitar Grey —(Rereed Jie 32) 
(legeaplitey 2 Tehran, June 27, 1905. 





FOLLOWING is very confidential : 


M, Passel who was for move th 
Deon appointed Ri 
Dur 





ached to the Russian Legation, has 
mn with a separate sta‘ and office. 
considered: the influence seal 
to any friendly relations between the two 
sitions, and 1 concur entirely in this opinion. 







his. fo 











Sir Edward Grey (0 Mr, O'Beirue, 





185) 
(lelegraphie.) Py Foreign Off 


, June 27, 1908. 
PERSIAN situation. 









M, Isvolsky shoulil he informed that the Zil has appealed to us (see Mr, Marling’s 
tolegram No. 158 of the 26ch June), You should inform his Excellency that we should 
Tike to obtain the co-operation of the Rus verhmiont in any action we may ti 











‘and inyuiye whethor w representation to, the effect th 
eave Persia whilst retaining his proportios would rv 
You should lay: stress on the fick that it is on 





« Zil should be 
their support, 
carnest desire that furtlier 
meaus of obtaining: 
We think tat the Russia me 
meastire of protection in conjunction 
‘ondition—especially: in siew of the fact that we lent them our 
wish fo discountoriance intrigues against the present Shai 


























With the props 
cooperation in the 





[22399] No, 


Sir Btward Grey to Mr. O'Bei 


qi 








(No, 18th) 

(Velegraphic.) Py Foreign Office, June 27, V 
PERSIAN affairs, 4 statement was made in the House of C on the 25th 

June, This was inevitable, in view of recent events in Tebran, ‘The substance of this 
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statement tas no doubt been telegraphed to that capital, and a certain degree of 





publicity has thus been given to the action recently taken by the Representatives of 
Russia and Great Britain. 

You should inform Minister for Porei 
considerable difficulty in fallownsg the 








ign Affairs that, since there would now be 
exact precedent set last Chiristmas, T agree to 
send instructions to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires to consult with the Russian 
Minister as to how the joint representations recently made by the two Powers may 
most effectively he brought to public notice. 














(22399) No. 357. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 
(No. 128.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
FOINT representations. 
You may take action indicated in my telegram No, 186 of the 27th June to 
Mr. O'Beirne, 


Foreign Office, June 27, 1908. 





[22200] No, 358. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 


Ns 104.) 
WVelegraphic.) P. Si. Petersburgh, June 28, 1908, 
M. ISVOLSKY informs me that he hears that Persia has been apply 
Germany to intervene with the Porte with regard to the ‘ureo 
ues n, and that the German Government are disposed to comply with their ve 
in consequence of this his Excellency considers it important thai the results of our 
joint representations at Constantinople should he at onco made known in 
M Isvolsky adds that he intends proposing this course to you through Count 
Benckendorit, 
























[22196] No. 359 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edhoard Grey.—(Reeeived June 28.) 
(No. 163) 
(Telegraphic) P, 

NHIS morning there were two. part 
Legation, and some ten police were po 
addressed a note in the sense of your ti 
Minister for Koreign Affairs z 

Leonsider that Bushire is most suitable for occupation, but { feel it my duty 
to point ont that if His Majesty’s Government ocaupied it this comse would be 
considered here as u direct demonstration in favour of the Popular party against the 
Shiali, and a bast in large numbers at His Majesty's Legation might be the result, 


Tehran, June 28, 1908, 
of fourteen men each patrolling round the 
ed to keep a watch on the gates, T have 

am No. 124 of the 2ith instant to the 





























[22338] No. 360. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir. Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 
(No. 290.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, June 26, 1908, 
It the honour to transmit to you herewith an official communication which 






appeared in the Official Messenger” of to-day, in regard to the si 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


ion in Persia, 
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Inclosure in No. 360. 


Ratract from the * Officiat Messenger ” of June 26, 1908. 





exaggerated 
-graph Agency 
cting the events 





‘THE press is publishing alarming news, and frequently of 
character, about tie state of affairs in Persia. The St. Petersburgh 
haw received, from an ic source, the following information res 
which have taken plac ing the last few days. 
‘The troubles Uhrough which Persia hus lately been pass 
acute hiring the middle of June, ‘The extreme faction of the ur; 
the Shah to remove the persons who were distasteful to it. ‘The agitation against the 
Shalh assumed wide proportions. ‘The rumours which had been already in cireulation, 
to the effvct that the agitation was organized by Zil-ys-Sultan, gained currency every 
day. Having retired 1 the provinces, im order to divert suspicion. from himself, the 
Zil carried on an energetic agitation among the Enjumens, supplying. them liberally 
‘ith money and arms through agents working under the direction of his eldest. son, 
Follul-ail-Dowleh, who remained at Tehran. Tt should be added that both the Ministers 
‘and the Medjiss stood aloof, and that from all appearances the latter showed no tendency 
to yield to thie influence of the extreme elements 
The movement met with energetic resistance from the Shah, who: 
opportinity arrested jul banished from Tehran the thre chief lea 
ollul-ud-Dowleh, Adopting strong: repress the move 
the sie time addressed a manifesto to. the Medjliss, declaring that Ih 
faitli{ul to the Constitution, which he had sworn to observe in accordance 
soluu de ty two friendly uvighbouring Powers, The mani 
sympatheti a by the: popula Tho agitation of the extremists appeared 
on that veeaslog tot jled. A strong it of moderate tendency set in at 
‘Tehran, and the prowioters among ten many members of the Me 
st to find a peaceful issue and to induee the Shab to, open 
irse to tle intervention of the Rus 












again became more 































at the first 



































wag done during the Decomber erisis. 
Tnspired by a sinecre desire to assist in 
Auontively following the cours of events in 1 
nit Higlind refenined fr interfe 
recognized 
absolitoly: 





toring peace in the country and 
vai, the Governments of Russia 
Persians internal affairs, although they 


















esstry Lo exercise it cliechi When the abo 
persons addressed their dematids to the Russian Minister, the latter, in tee 
The British Representative and in defereuce to the urgent request _of the Persians 
themselves, daxonted ty their demands in ordor to assist, as far as possible, in securing 
well sotth nt. Having obtained a of the Shah, M. Hartwig: 
smnitted to His Majesty: the de ‘Whe Shah 
catogorivally declared to, the Russian Minister thi ig 
Constitution ; that the ayitition against him was only the work of the supporters of the 
Zil-os-Sultan, who was aiming at the throne; that he had no misunderstandings at all 
viient or with the Medjliss, and that the measures he had taken 
his sovereign rights and to repressing the revolution 
Gnginvered by Ziles-Sultan, with the support of the Enjumens, ‘The Shah added that 
lie would glailly conclude att Agreement on the following main Tines :— 


1. ‘That the inviolaliflity of the monarch and the dynasty 

2. Mut the Enjumens should be kept in cheel 

%. That the respective powers of the legislative 
should be defined ; and 

4, That the army should he subor¢ 
to the laws already elaborated by the 






































should be guaranteed ; 






nid of the executive authorities 








sted to the authority of the Shah, according 
Led 








‘Vhs negotiations whieh were thereupon opened with the Shah's Ple 
were at first at uid hopes were entertained. that calm would 
However, one of the conditions required by the Shab during the negotiatio 

HF tive Toadorof the revol movement who had 

as not fuliiled, and events moved more rapidly. ‘The det 

we five poisons was received with hombs and shots from the Assembly 
+ and from the avighbouring mosque, where numerous wembers of the Enjumens, 
joined! by an armed erosvd, in) ambush. ‘The guns which were brought up 
{0 assist the troops eaused some damage 10 the buildings in which the revolutionaries 





potontiaries 
restored. 



















ent sent 
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were ambushed, including the Zil-esSultan’s palace; the only house 
was that of the Tabreez Enjumens situated near Zil-es-Sultan’s palac 
that there were killed and wounded on both sides. \ state of siege wi 
‘Tehran, and the streets were occupied 
many of the principal revolutionaries 
‘The Representatives of England a 
with oue another during these event 
the Shah to point out the absolute nece 
Europeans living in the town. ‘They were 
Shah ina friendly manner, and in ‘the 
Constitution Shal 
solely against evolutionaries and conspi 
maintain the Medjliss, and tha precantic 1 taken to protect foreigners. 
The following night there were no disturba composition of the Cabinet: 
rem hefore ‘The latest news indicate that the Shah's position has been 
strengthened. 


ntirely destroyed 
Tt is reported 
declared at 
troops. ‘The Enjumens were dispersed snd 
wrested. 
who were in eons 























ant communi 
i their dragomans to 
ity of taking measures to protect the 
the same tine instructed to advise the 
ume of the two Powers, not to abolish the 
ives that all his activity was directed 
iors, that he was firmly determined to 








































(22440) No. 361. 


Admivalty to Forcign Office —(Received Jiine 2.) 

(Confiden 

Sir, Admiralty, June 29, 1908, 
wittl your letter of the 27th instant, Iam commanded by my 

Lords Commissioners of tlie Admiralty to transmit, for the information cf the Sec 

of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of.a telegram, dated the 27tl instant, whic 
ypher to the Commander-in-chiof, East Indies, respe 

















Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ©, 1, THOMAS. 


Tnelosure in No, S61, 





Admiralty to Commodore Sir G. Warrender. 


(Telegraphic) P. © Admyalty, June 27, 1908, 
UTUATION at Tehran, 











{22197} No. 362, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 
(No, 164.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 28, 1908, 

T HAVE had a very frank conversation with the Russian Minister. His Excelleney 
expressed to me his conviction that certain members of this Legation are not acting in 
accordance with our avowed policy. He states that the Military Attaché allowed bastis 
to enter for political reasons ; that Mr. Churchill invited a Deputy, by letter, to take bast 
in the Legation ; that Abbas Kuli Khan had made speeclies in Anjumans 5 and that my 
gholams invited people to take refuge with us, one gholam having even fetched four 
Persians to the Legation, 

Tn reply to these statements I told M, de Hartwig Uint 1 was convinced that thero 
vias ny Couth in any of these allegations, aud pinned ity dowa to the letter which hi 
asserted Mr, Churchill had written ; he then said it was not a letter, but a message, 1 
pointed out that the story was palpably improbable, as to judge from 3 conversation 
Which I had had with the Deputy in question; he was a reactionary. 

Tsaid that I had heard rany stories about his Excellency and’ other Russians, as, 
for instance, that Colonel 1 ended to bombard His Majesty's Legation, but 
that I did not believe them, ed that he would not believe those about us, 
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Mc de Hartwis then said that « large proportion of the bastis in the Legation now 
Tid no fonson to fear for their lives, and he pressed ime very hard to expel them. Te 
ta tat though there were tivo or three whose lives might have been m danger, the 
ws iad Hover beon menaced, and that the Military Attaché, whose attitude asan officer 
of thie En hotorious, had admitted them for political reasons, and that tlieir 
wd presence in the Legation afforded o rallying point for revolutionaries, In 
“oil that the most T could admit was that the Military Attaché had in one or 
TWocases made an orror of judament, but that he had been in no way influenced by 
Fotitial reasons. ‘The hastis had been admitted because they were in fear of thelr 
Ties, and there wis no doubt as to. the ge 8 of their terror, though possibly 
ihr fears were groundless, Tt was my opinion that a good many had 
for alarm, but | thought that, howover unreasonable their fears might be, they would, 
i’ viow of the late Proclamation, be afraid to leave, and I did not anticipate that Tis 
Majesty's Government would authorize me, to force them to go against their, will 
[pon my saying tliat 1 would ask you for instructions, Tussian Minister replied ¢ 
te tanner in-which [framed my request would decide the nature, of 
M. de Hartwig urgod thi absurd to take the fears of the bastis into con 
tion in view of the amne tho Shah had recently procktimed, and that T could 
‘all the refugees with one oF two 











































ent that our instructions clearly directed us_to 
that some stress was laid on nousintervention 





P 
snaintain the Sh 
in my instructions. 

With regard to the posting of Cossiieks rou T pointed 

ont that the presence of a few hastis in the Legation was ly to produce a 

floubt as to the reality of our aecord than such a incasure taken by the orders. of the 

Modo Hartwig donied this, and seemed more than half inclined to 

vis he know that other bastis had been admitted, in spite of the 

that T would «lo toy: atmost to prevent any more 

not trig, and that Major Stokes had received 
Aplications to admit largo bodies of met and had refused. 

Telia ance cone to iny knowledge that five ore got into the Legation Inst 

‘decline to go ont again, Chave now given instructions that no one be ad 

{leand imminent danger, and that all gat 











justi 


the 












from coming in, 
0 















ht, 
itted 






be closed 











(22198) , No. st 


Mr, Murling to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


(No. 165, Very Confidential) 
(Vitographic.) 2. Tehran, June 28, 1908. 

GUARDS round the La ion, 

My: immediately preceding: am. 
acks * practically he wed” the Legation this afternoon, and to observe 

vf phiee in the garden some even elidel the surrounding t 
Ki at once went to the Shah to inforin himof the substance of your 
tvlogtam No. 124, and to state that the aetion taken by the Legation was purely 

itarian in the question of admitting refugee 

ate Secretary’ of the Minister for orel 
to see me. L told him plainl 
that Lis Majesty's Governme! 
excuse to offer, 

Colonel Linkhoif, who is also Governoi XL of the town, is the responsible 
official: It is possible that the desired effect might he preduced by a hint at 
rsburgh that we 1 have to demand his dism I. 

hough 1 still maintain friend ations with M. 

F the Russian Legation is only possible when it suits their pol 
er in view of the 
u Colonel. 







































1 Alfairs came in the meanwhile 
that iC these insults were continued I was convinced 
Would occupy a Persiin port. ‘The Secretary lind no 
































M. Lecomte 


telegraphed to his Government giving his view of the situation, 
whieh hes 


es in the same Tight as Edo, 
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22199) No, 364. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 


(No. 166. Very Confidential.) 
(elegraphic.) “P. Tehran, shine 98, 1908. 

GUARDS round Legati 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

Neither the Russian Minister nor the Russian Governor-General of ‘Tehran 
Delioves in the good faith of this Legation, and the situation js becoming intolerable, 
Moreover, we are humilinted in the eyes of Persians and foreigners by the action of 
Colonel Liakhoff in surrounding the Legation with Cossacks. 

Tt is impossible to convinee either M, de Harbvig or Colonel Liakhoft, that Tam 
not trying to attract refugees. As previously reported, five more bastis came tn. 
yesterday, and as they might have been arrested by Cossacks, it was not possible to 

nduce them to leave, ‘Two or three persons who have been refused admittance have 
ane ead and the clock: keeper of the Legation, ws he was leaving the main gate, 
was arrested this afternoon. 

T venture to submit that in these circumstances men who decline to leaye eannot 
be turned out of the Legation by force, 

No reliance is placed on the Shal’s declarations of general anmesty, and the 
alarm of the people. is only inereased hy the violent and reckless action of Colonel 
Liakhoff, and the desire of the people to take bast is consequently the greater 

M. de Hartwig asserts that a rexction in favour of the Shall is the reason of the 
quiet condition of the town, but this is partly fallne In my opinion, sheor terror 
tiie cause of both the calm and apparent reaction, and the people will not: be 
reassured until conciliatory measures are tal 

“Aecording to Major Stokes, who is in town, it is not impossible that a dash may 
be mate for the Legation by a mass of people in desperation. In that case it would 
be impossible to refuse admission, more especially if the Cossacks tired or even 
threatened to fire on the people. 
































(22341) No. 865, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received June 29.) 





(No. 167.) 
(telegraphic) P. Tehran, June 29, 1908. 

PROVINCIAL situation, 

Acting Consul-General at Ispahan reports thint people are thir 
swith him. 

Following is Secret :— 

‘A telegram has been sent to Kerbela by the two great Mujtelids weging that an 
onder for the appointment of a Regent such as Zil-es-Sultan he issued to, all the towns 
of Persia. 
hti 








ening to take bast 











has been going on for some days continuously at ‘Tabreoz, and threats 
made that people will take refuge in our Consulate-Genoral, At the 





are bei 








Bisian “Consulate-General six members of the Constitutional party are already in 
bast. 
(22408) No. 366. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29. 
(No. 168.) a } 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 20, 1908, 


‘THLE joint representations made by our Aragomans ave, I presume, those which 
are referred to in the last line of your telegram No. 197. 

heard from Mr. O'Beime whether the Russian Government agreed 
feation of the communications to be made to the Shah and Zil-es-Sultan, 
ier telegram No. 172 to St. Petersburgh, and, in view of the then temper 
5 3R 
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of Russian Minister, I thought it useless to do more than give his Excellency a hint 
that joint action, as above indicated, had been proposed by His Majesty's Government. 
‘As T had anticipated, M. de Hartwig ignored my remarks. 








[22409] No. 367. 


Mr. Marling to-Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 
(No, 169.) 
(Welegraphic.) Ps 
“Tt fs practically impossible to prevent people eoming to tal 
village of Gulahek, "A few have already come, and more may follow. 
presume that our protection may be extended to them. 


Tehran, June 29, 1908. 


refuge in the 











(22463) No. 368. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edicard Grey — (Received June 2.) 
(No. 170.) eg i 
(Telegriphic.) P. Tehran, Jt 1€ 29, 1908. 
GUARDS sound His Majesty's Legation, My telegram No, 165 of the 28th 
instant 


he Shah was inclined to be obstinate when Mr, Churchill saw him, and would 
give no dofinite promise, However, Alaees-Sultaneh, who was present at the audience, 
said that the Cossacks would be withdrawn from around the Legation. 

No Cossacks were visible early this morning, but there were cight armed 
gendarmes patrolling, and by 10 o'clock six Cossnoks find reappeared, and the number 
Sf gendarmes hid been increased. Another person coming, to the Legation this 
morning was arrested, 4 

T consider that further forbearance in this matter would be misplaced, and unless 
lis Majesty's Government take the step contemplated in your telegram No, 124, or T 
receive your autlioriztion to inform Persian Government that His Majesty's 
Government will ovcupy Bushire, this sort of thing will continue. i 

Colonel Linkholf is undoubtedly the real offender, and I venture to submit that 
a demand for his dismissal would be justified. 



































22454) No. 


Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 20.) 
(No, 171.) ca 
(Welographic,) Be _ Tehran, June 29, 1908, 
T HAVE heard trom a seerct souree that a Russian subject has been killed at 
‘Tabrews in the course of the fighting there, and it is reported that a request for troops 
has been made by the Russian Consul-General. 











(22199) No. 370: 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 





No, 190, 
{isin hie) Ps Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 
PR MARLING'S telegrams Nos. 164 and 1 bs Sa 
You should inform M. Isvolsky of their substance, and state that His Majesty's 
Goverment have received these reports with the profoundest concern. : 
‘hey had hoped that M. Isvolsky would have responded to the frank explanations 
aziven hy thom and to their appeal for his assistance in obtaining the removal of the 
‘Cossack cordon from His Majesty's Legation. . cael 
‘Mhe ropeated indignities placed on His Majesty's Legation by the Russian Colonel 
of Cos ng it situation which is becoming intolerable, while his violent 
ation is only. increasing general id the desire of the people to seek refuge. 
Itis dif Government to believe that instructions sent to the 
sian Minister would be disregarded by the Russian Colonel, but unless steps are 
his action towards His Majesty's Legation, a very serious 
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situation will undoubtedly arise, and it will become necessary to vindicate the honour 
of the flag by naval measures in the Gulf. His Majesty's Government would be most 
reluctant to take such action, which could only be regarded as disagreement betw 
the two Powers, and might even be hailed by the Popular party as a demonstration in 
their favour. 

T desire that 
given that His Mf 

















wa will repeat to M, Isvolsky the assurance which I have already: 
Government have been actuated throughout by the deter 
mination not to intervene, nor to seek any political advantage trom the use of the 
custom of “bast” or otherwise; and they are couvineed that His Majesty’s Chargé 
Affaires and the Legation staff have carried ont their poliey with perfect loyalty. On 
the other hand, a friendly and considerate attitude on the part of Russian Agents in 
’s Legation is indispensable to further the friendly relations 





















in order to prejudice the Russians against 
s at Tehran have misrepresented. the 
onder to make mischief, Tn either event the attitude of 
the Shah is such that, if it continues, we shall be compelled to take action in the South 
of Persia to vindicate ourselves against him, 
Orders have already heen given by M 
T have approved his action, and 
they are in visible and imminent danger of 








British Legation to the 












Marling to close the gates of the Legation, 
im not to admit any persons to “hast” unless 
life. 











(22562) No. 371. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 
(No, 191.) 

(Telegraphic,) _P. Foreign Office, June 29, 190 
STRAINED relations botwoon Biitish oud! Tussin Legatious ut oliran, 
ice of Mr, Marling’s telegrams on this subject has been communic 
the Russian Ambassador here have told his Bxcelleney that T consider the best 
course would be for the two Governments to act together in poliey’ of non-intervention. 
‘\ proof that we should not exploit this poliey for onr own advantage was afforded by 
our willingness that the Zil-es-Sultan should’ be expatriate 

If the Russian Government, however, consider it necessary that they should give 
their support to the present Shah, they will assume responsibility for his policy, and it 
will be incumbent on them to see that no action is taken either hy THis Majesty or any of 
his office is in any way inimical to the spirit of the Anglo-Russian Convention 
or hostile to ourselves, 

On the other hand, we should, if there were a conti 
affairs, be obliged to take action in the south of Persia in order to exact reparation and 

Tn my opinion, the responsibility for recent events appeared. to 
on the Russian Colonel, who seomed to he acting as if there was no Convention 
Jetween Great Britain and Rugsia, and 1 was now engaged in considering what 

jeasures could be adopted by us. 

Tinformed Count Benekendorff that the situation appeared to me to he a very 
serious one, for although any claim made or any steps taken by us would be directed 
against the Shah, yet if a despotic Government were going to. be carried on for three 
months by His Majesty, during which period ‘Tehran would have a Russian Colonel as 
Governor-General, and if we were obliged to take action, « disagreement hetween the 
ho Powers must hecome apparent. 








‘The sub 





ed 

























vance of the present state of 

















(22200) 





Sir Biwward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 192.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

T agree to the proposal made 

be eeu immediately to Mfr. 

instant. 





Foreign Office, June 29, 1908, 








he Minister for Fo 


ign Affairs, and instructions 
Vi 


or telegram No. 104 of the 
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(22408) No. 373. 
Sir Edicard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
( Eis) Bs Foreign Office, June 29, 1908 
JOINT representati ae a 
With reference to my telegram No. 186 of the 27th ins 
assented to by the Russian Goverment; and, if they have. 
in accordance therewith been sentto their Representative st 
telegram No. 168 of to-lay’s date 





















have 














(22192) No. 37k. 


Sir Bdwaril Grey to Mrs Marling 





Koreign Office, June 29, 1908. 
and 160 of the 27th instant, respecting 





1s Nos, 15 





Fiaikorine you to necopt a guarantee signed by the Shab for the security and 
fives of those now in © ‘at the Legation, A warning should be given at the sam 
ime tit tlie pledge be not observed with the greatest strictness, the consequences 
Will he of the most serious nature. 

Th doos not ne ly follow that « proclamation of 
with a complete anmest 
















tial Iw is inconsistent 

















{22200} No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 







Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 
© to Mr, O'Beirne’s telegram No. 101 of, the 28 instant, and to 
Mr, Bu 111 No. 154 of tho 27th instant, on the subject of the Turco-Persian 
frontic 3 

Yon should take joint action with the Russian 








stor in the sense suggested. 















(22409) N 


B76, 


‘Sir Edward Grey fo Mr, Marling. 











Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 





aliek, p 
to your telegram No, 160 of the 29th inst 
Magers persons other thin « 





should regard 
ing refuge it 

















(21937) No. 377. 
‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 184) 
(Welegraphic.) BP. 

WIPIHT reference to your telegram No. 
oxide at 

We 
Sheikh of Shargah by state 
Sir A, Hardinge (see his despatch No. 104 of t 5 9 si 
as.to ownership is settled, we have not insisted that their flag should be 
the iskind, On the otlier hand, iy enabled to prohibit the I 
Governnient from granting the Concession to any applicant not of British nationalit 
Nitliout our consent, 


Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 
of the Sth instant: Concession for red 
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Guarantee of nature suggested by Consul-General at Bushire in your telegram 
No. 102 of the 16th April, has been requested from the Manchester firm who are 
interested. Should there, in your opinion, be any danger that the Concession may be 
granted to a foreigner, Messrs, Hajji Ali Akbar and Co., Limited, should be asked 
to give the undertaking required, and the Persian Government should be informed 
that the result of this action would be the assertion of the Jowasmi claim. 











(22408) No. 378. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





(No. 136.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 29, 1908, 
JOINT representations, 

The answer to the inquiry contained in the first paragraph of your telegram 

168 of the 20th instant is in the affirmative, 





N 








(22463) 





79, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 

(No. 137.) 

(Pelesgraphic.) 
PERSIAN 
‘The great difficulty of your position is fully appreciated by me, but T should like, 

before informing the Persian Gover af we shall occupy Bushire, to await. the 

effect of the message sent to the Shah by the King, and also the reply of the Russian 

G Lin | 191 to Mr, O'Beime, 

nuire more 
ie present 


Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 


















certain knowledge as to v 
moment, 














(22465) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
ne 138) 
Telegraphic P, Forcign Office, June 29, 1908. 
FOLLOWING telegram rece 





d by the King from the Shah, dated the 26th 
instant -— 

“Tha 
tion of the Zi 
Thad no obj 
other hand, n 
the ( 














ently taki 


teps to punish some inischiefmnakers who, at the instigae 
uiltan, wished to deprive me of my rightful and hereditary throne, 
ion whatever to the arrangement which I myself had made, bit, on the 















I therefore took steps to apprehend 
ply regret that at such a juncture your M raé d Affaires (prompted by: 
Mr. Churchill and Major Stokes, Military: \tt nt his own gholams, who are 
members of the evildoing Anjumens (Societies), and has invited the mischief-makers to 
the Legation. ‘This isa clear interference with the internal affairs of Persia, ‘Phere 
is no doubt that if in place of this Chargé d’Affaires there was tactful and judicious 
Minister in Tehran—like the other Mf he would have closed the gates of your 
Majesty's Legation, like the other Legations in ‘Tehran, and would not have received 
them. Under these circumstances, unofficially (in a friendly manner) I ask your 
Majesty—my good and exalted Brothe & stop to these improper acts of the 
Chargé @Affaires; send an accomplished Minister, who would be able to restrain the 
members of the Legation, so that your Majesty’s respected Legation may not appear in 
the eyes of the public as an asylu nd nifsclievous persdas, Teliall bo 
most grateful for your Ma 
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(22465) No, 381. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No. 139.) 
‘Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, June 29, 1908. 
"ELBASE. communicate to Shih Persian translation of following telegram from the 
King to Ilis Majesty, and give » copy to Minister for Foreign Affairs : 


ed your Majesty’s telegram of 26th instant, I have no interest nor 
desire to intervene in any way in the internal a your country, which I hope you 
will govern as a constitutional Sovereign with justice and humanity. Nobody has heen 
invited to take refuge in my 1 ion at Tehran, although certain of your subjects 
have souglit refuge there in fear of their lives, your Majesty is well aware that it is not 
the ouston of yar comity to refuse asylaan to refigees who are not guilty of crime 
‘Those that ane already: in my Legation will leave on satisfactory y 
The state your Majesty's telegram that my: ( VAM 
miischiel Lewation is the direct contrary of the truth, for he hi 
everything consistent with the recognized customs of Persia to discourage 
ing, refuge th "The conduct of y 

au) arvesting. those who come 0 . 
tniloss steps aro immediately nend to this situation, T and my Govern- 
ment will he rely ly je the honour of my flag. 

“ST have every eonfidesien in the y 

chit, [is unfortunate that for more than two y 

ister in London with whom my Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs can discuss 
mations alloctinge the re “ } T accepted in October 
706 the wppoinuncit by your Majesty of « new Persian Minister, who, L understand, 
js still in Borlin,” 





(22199) No. 382. 
Sir bidward Grey to Sir K. Bertie. 


| Foreign Office, June 20, 1908. 
1 ‘TRANSMI'P 10 your Excellency herewith copies of telegraphic correspond 
with His Majesty's Charyés Affaires at Tehran and St. Petersburgh,® relative to 
the sitmition whieh, has arisen in that capital in consequence of the attitude adopted 
by the Russian Minister and the action of the Russian Con nder of the Cossack 

Agari. 

Your Excellency will observe that the French Minister's views on this subject 
sincidle with those of Mr Marling, and that he has reported in this sense to his 
Covertne 

Taye to re to explain, without delay, to the French Minister for Foreign 
Alfairs the position of allairs in Persia, as set forth in those telegrams, 
Serions international consequences which may rosult from it, and to. requ 
Lycolleney. 10 be good enongh to, seni structions 10 the 
Ambassudor at St, Petersburgh to sup) 
Charge d?Mfaires will make to the 2 





(22598) 
Rarelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 80.) 


Constautmople, June 30, 1908. 
yy ns unnumbered telegram from Mr, Wratislaw, dated the 
28rd instant, reporting that the Turkish authorities are apparently disposed to prevent 
funther attacks by the Kurds, and that the situation in the Urumia district had 
improved. 





8, 380, 365, 364, 365, 970. and 374. 
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(22595) No. 384. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 30.) 
(No, 105.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, June 30, 1908. 
YOUR telegram No, 190 of the 27th June. Affairs of Persia. 
Lain tinable to see M. Isvolsky till this evening, owing to his Excelleney’s absence 
iof, but T have in the meanwhile been shown a telegram received this morning 
stry of Foreign Mains from Russian Minister at Tebran, which is marked 
M. de Hartwig says that he has spoken privately to the Shah and to the 
Colonel on the subject of the withdrawal of troops from round the Legation, 


and that he has also given official support to Mr, Marling’s request for such withdrawal. 
He adds that, with the exeeption of one pieket, such as is usually kept for the protection 
of foreign Missions in. their own interest, all the Cossacks have now been withdrawn, 
Tn conclusion he says that Mr. Marling is satisfied with the steps 





(22596) 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 106, 
(elegraphie.) P. 1. Petersburgh, June 30, 1908. 
PERSIAN affairs. Your telegram No, 186 of the 27th instant. 
de Hartwig has been instructed to concert with Mr. Marling as to best method 
of giving the desired publicity to the joint communication made to the Shah by the 
two Representatives. f 





(22464) No. 386. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edicard Grey,—(Received June 30.) 
(No, 172) 
(Telegraphic) P. Terran, June 29, 1908, 
PROOPS round 's Legation. 

Plo Persian Government have sent an unsasisfuctory reply to my representation, 
containing no word of apology. 

A letter from Colonel ‘Liakhoi is inclosed, in which the arrangement of the 

rols of Cossacks is laid down. From this statement it is clear that these patrols 
have heen stationed so that a constant and effestive wateh may be exercised over the 
Legation, while notice of any one entering or leaving the Legation is 
the police, who are posted uniler the garden walls; in fact, though som 
ostentatious than it was previously, the investment is as effective as before, 

T received the St. Petersburgh telegram No. 103 only yesterday, and in view of 
the tone which the Russian Minister adopted at my last interview with him, the 
manuer in which he has spoken of this Legation to M. Lecomte, and that he is quite 
aware of the position of affairs, Ld not propose to ask him to co-operate with me, 
I venture to submit also that His Majesty’s Government can, and should, exact 
respect without laving recourse fo external aid in such a matter 





(22576) No. 387. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 80.) 


Tehran, June 30, 1908. 


proper quarters. 
‘over-zealous officials. 














[lis Majesty's Legation has been for five days practically under taboo, enforeed 
by Asigtee uncler Tussian orders, and I very earnestly hope that His Majesty's 
venient will not aecopt this apology. Cossacks have within a few yards of the 
eer te Legation stopped British subjects, the Tndian sowar and a gholam, both 
gis form, ineharge of the Foreign Office bogs, and uniformed servants of the 
Togation, ” Tiles have been pointed at the carriage of the native Oriental Secretary 


while he v i 





















s accompanied by a servant in uniform. One person already under arre 
Tae even heen fired on, and perfectly. innocent persons seized within a few feet of the 
gates 
[Lis Majesty's Lowation has, in fact, heen treated by the Cossacks with as scant 
vespect as has been: shown to natives under the Martial Law Proclamation. 
‘the Borsian Government have disregarded the strongest protests on my part, and 
they have broken the most pos 
Should you desire to have indo) 
s towards this Legation and tow 




















No, 888. 


(22568) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 80.) 
Tehran, June 30, 1908. 


0. 167 of yesterday. 
Vice-Consul reports that a 
nt at Resht. 


(No, 174) 
(Welegeaphic.) Re 
UADION in the provinces. My telex 
Tn a telegram delayed two days in tr 
somowshat serious disturbanee took place on the 27th i 





















(22694) No. 389, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 80.) 
(Delegraphic,) Ps Tehran, June 30, 1908. 


AROOVS round Legation. My telegram No. 173 of to-day. 
ithe police remain, but the patrols of Cossacks disappeared this moni 


(No. 175.) 











(22576) No. 390, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P, Bertie. 






June 30, 1908. 
date. 
jon in Tehran, to act 





ign O) 
5: 173!o8 this 
w of the 





hie) Ps 

HT reference to Mx, Murling’s telogeam Ni 
Pivaisw:rexuest the Freueh Government, it v 

{is proposed ins final paragrapl of above telegrann 












No. 391. 


(21961) 


Sir Ediward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(elegraphic) Pe Foreign Office, June 80, 1908. 
TH yousco no objection, and ff you consider that Ds. Ismail's family are in 
danger, you may do. whkt you properly Ean unofieally to protect thea. 
(Ser teloeenm No. 27 from Paris of the 26th instant ) 


(No. 1H) 
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122576) No. 392. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


P. Foreign Office, June 80, 1908. 
(ON at Legation. ge 
With reference to your telegram No, 173 of the 30th June. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs should be informed that the apology which he 
offered will by no means suffice to meet the very grave situation which the repeated 
insults put npon His Majesty's Legation have created. Our demands are in the process 
of formulation, and we will communicate them to you as soon as possible, 

T presume that the police and troops have now been removed from the vieinity of 

the Legation: 



































(22678) 93. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr, Marling 
{tice hic.) P 
wlegraphie.) P. foreign Office, June . 
spi) Foreign Office, June 30, 1908. 


Please furnish description and numbers of those now at our Legation. 
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